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Opening Remarks of the Chairman, Mr. Claude
de Bolsanger, at the meeting of thec Conciliation
Commission for Palestihe with the Repréesontatives
of the Arab States, held in Beirut on 21 larch

- 1949,

Your BExcellencies, Gentlemen
3 " B 3

- Permlt me, Your Excellency, in the first place, to éxpfﬁss
through you. to the Tubanese Government the sinceres gratitude of
the Conciliation Commission for the willingness with which the
Governmant of Lebanon has offered us its hospitality for the
holdiry of our meuetings, In expressing to you my warmset thahks
I lmow that I -am also inberpreting the sentiments of all the
Delegayeshprcsent;

At the sams timo, I should like to stress the gréat'satis~
faction with which the Conciliation Commission has noted that its
initiative in inviting the irab countries to gather in Belrut has
,bgen reccived by their Governments with the good will sd’cléérlyh
manifested in the pressence at this table of the many'emiﬁent'\ |
personalities tg-whem,I have the honour of addressing our moéfv
cordial welcome, |

I would like~qt“this time to take th@iopbbrtunity of fered
by the cordial and intimate afmesphere in Which the Conciliation
Commission proposss to carry out- its work to submit to you
certain observétions;cencerpingfbdﬁh the substance and the prb~
cedure of .our deliberations,

-8 regards the substance, I have only a few things to say
today, You all kn@w that the refugee quastion is the subject
of our conversdtions, I am fully 'ware that this general subject
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invelves a great'numbor*uf-cuncrctc problems, [irst as regards

the relief which it will be necessary to give to the refugees
for a certain period of time - a task for which the Organization
directed by Mr, Griffis is responsible - second asg regards an
intormediots stage during which cervain kinds of work would be
proviﬁ@d’fmegﬁei;efﬁéeéSWin ﬁrﬁer.tywegﬂ“tﬁei? §fé§ent enforced
idlunéss? éﬁﬂ flﬁ%iij;'as regardé“the‘1asﬁ”5tdéé”af rcsettloment
and ecrmeomic and sacial rehabilitation, | We shall examine all
these problems and 1s » result T hope that we shall be able to
arrive at s more complete understanding of the peint of view of

the Arab Governmonts thnn we were able tc obtain during our too
bricf visits of = mmﬁth ago, I, following our deliberations,

it should prove irpossible to adopt definitive sclutions for these
various problems - for in undoriaking the soluticn of problems as
difficult nnd complex as thosce noew befors us, ons should not be

too ambitious ~ I am convinced that it will at least be possgible
for us tn sstablish the general lines along which their solution
may be found,

As regards the possibility of extending our exchangos of view
to questions other than that of the refugees, I have only to repeat
that wnlch was said in the invitation addressed to your Governments,
The Cowmissiom is always ready ﬁo extend the scope of our deli-
beratimms and even to taks the initintive in examining certain
problems shoull the coursc of our work make such asction advisable,

And now I would like to say a few words abouf the method of

ouy work, You remember, nc doubt, that in the invitation

4.

addressed To your Governments by the Commission it was said that
the Commission wishad to have "preliminary exchanges of views"
with the Representatives of the arab Governments, It was not
fortuitcusly that this wording was adopted, It expresses in a
very precise way the character that the Commission wishes to give

/to these
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to fhese meetings, It 1s within the‘limits of preliminary
exchanges of views that we propcse to keep our deliberatioms, This
involves a certain number of consequences, the first of which is
the following: we ¢do not see that any purpose would be served by
engaging at present in a kind of general discussion whiéh might
tend to hamper our fregdom of action, It 1is essential in our
opinion to mointain as much fluidity and flexibility as possible
in our discussions, It is for this purpcse that we wﬁuld wish to
see the real work being done in the form of conversations with
each delegation, after our formal meeting today, We propose,
therefore, tc begin these conversations tomorrow and perhaps to
continue them, if necessary, until Wednesday or Thursday,
Subseguently, we will agrec onvthe future c-urse of our delibera~-
tions. I believe that we are all staying at the 3t, George Hotel
and thatvit will be easy for us to meet as well as to arrange and
prepare ocur future meetings without loss of time. Furthermore,

I would like to inform you that the Commission has decided to ’
reserve the day ;f‘Thursday 24 March, for hearing the representa-

" tives of the non-govarnmental.organizatioms that might wish to
present themselves.l |

It is evident that the fact that we will limit oursslves
here to a preliminary exchange of views should not prevept us from
keeping the\public informed as much as possible of the general
progress of our work, The Commission will maintain contact with
the press sither.by means of “oommuniqﬁés” or by press conferences
since we are well aware of the interest with which the meetings in
Beirut Willvbe followed in the whole world,

T believe that this is all that I have to say today. We
hope to have the pleagure of seeing you all at tonight's reception
at the Normandy‘Hotel. ThiS“Will be an opportunity to establish
contacts and persaonal rélations between the delegations and the
members anc staff of the Commission; for such cordial relations,
inspiring mutual confidence, are an important factor in all under-

takings of conciliation and international peace,



