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Resolution of the General Assem& 

1‘ On 21 December 1948, the Assembly resolved, in connection with the 

Palestine refugees, "that the refugees wishing to'return to their hdmes and live 

at peace with their neighbours should be permitted to do so'at the earliest 

practicable date, and that compensation should be paid,for the property of 

those choosing not to return and for,loss of or damage to property which, 

under principles of international law or in equity, should be made good by 

the Governments or authorities responsible ,,(If The Assembly also instructed 

the Conciliation Commission '!to 'facilitate the repatriation, resettlement and 

economic and soci'al rehabjlitation of the refugees and the payment of 

compensatiori,' and to.maintain close relations with the Director of the United 

Nationa Relief 'for Palestine Refugees and, through him, with the apprepriate 

organs and agencies of the United Nations ,,,ll 

Preliminary Stepg 

2, Before establishing contact with the Governments concerned, the Commission 

took a certain number of steps in relation to the refugee and other questions 

outstanding between the parties, 

3* &With regard to refugees, the Commission held Lengthy discussions with the 

Director of the United Nations Relief for Palestine Refugees, with a view to 

establishing close relations between the two bbdzes, 

4.. Preliminary conversations with the interested' Governments, with regard to .- ; 
3 the conditions und,er which sincere peace negotiations could be undertaken, 

. persuaded $he Commissidn that it would be useful to continue them in order to ,I " 
,' I. arrive.at a greater glarifica,tion of views regarding the method bf approaching 
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bnd aolvbg the refugee problem in order to determine the posi,tion that this 

proble* ,wouXd take in the final peace negotiations, 4 

5. ‘It’ should be noted that the importance and the extreme urgency of this 

question, both from the humanitarian and the political points of view, were .,, *., 
recognised ,from the ‘out&,” h$ the.. ho&ss$&-*and were greatly stressed by the 

.’ : ’ . . . ’ ‘, ‘,..‘. :,:” 
Arab Governments + But, owing: to,‘the &r~cti&l impossibility of continuing 

negatlations by ,repsated vi,sJ.ts of .the Cohesion to the various ,aapitals, . ‘,.’ 
the Camrnission decided to invite first the-Arab States to hold meetings for 1 

’ the purpose of exchtiging’ vi& on the ‘refugee ‘problem with the Commission, 

These exchanges of views could eventually be ..e,&er@e$ :to other questions 

should the desire be expressed in the course, ‘ti, the conve?sations, ) 
. ’ ‘,,. 

Beirut Meetwe e 21 March’ -S, A&l 1942 
.‘. 1 :;, ‘: 

I 
6, In the ensui?g conversations with the drab ‘k&&mmts, which took place 

in Beirut from ‘23 Ma&h to 4’ April. 19’49, the principal subje&’ of the 
‘Z” * 

oonversatians was the refugee question; lk ‘their ~statkmente”to. ‘the Commission 
** , 

the Arab delegations wer’e unanimous in reoo&i&g: 
. 
’ ,’ ” ‘* 

’ ,’ ., , . :,a 
(a) The necessity, b&h for humani&rian ‘anh”pdk&i kaaons, bf giving . : ~, ., 

. absolut’e’ pri.ority to.th’e refugee ~ue’stkn, over’ and ,above all other 
. . ‘, 

‘&estions pending bet&en the ‘Arab k&&es arid the St& of Israel.; 

‘6, Th 
. ’ .‘. . .,, 

B necessity th& ‘qy sol&& bf ho &obl&& k&t ‘be’cork~ngent , j , ,’ , I 
upon the adceptance by the GoGernment df’ Israel, of the &iciple 

2 a.,.. 
established in $e%graph’ 11 of the Generai’ Assemblyfs r&&&ion 

of 11 December 1948 to the effect .that We zefugees ,,@shing to 

return to their homes and ‘live at peace with their n;eighbours should 

be permitted to do so’ at the earliest practicable date”, 

7. The Arab delegations pointed out ‘that, up to the present, the Government 

of Israel not only had not accepted th& principle but had endeavoured to 

create d de facto situation which would, render the practical application of the 

princQole more dfffidult or even impossible, In this connection the 

AraSj ;delcgat$.ons mentioned the complete absenqe of securQq for the Arabs in 

&r&as under: Israeli control, a, lack .of those gua~.an$wx .provided for on behalf 
I. 

,,. .‘, ,<‘. . ‘: ;;, s ‘. ‘:. 

,.. ,,” 
. .: 

‘.. , I . 
. . 

: .:,-_ . 
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of minorities under the Partition Plan,. as well as the measures t'aken by the 

Israeli Governmenteto block the bank adeounts of the refugees,and to liquidate 

their real and personal Property, and, in. particular, the I.sraeli absentee 

law * They requested the Co,qi.ssion to obtain fram the Government of Israel .I I. , . , ,: , ', " . . : *. 
positive clarificajiion& of its .position, 

8, The Conciliation Commission had no difficulty in recognising the truth of 

the Arab contention regarding the first of the two Points mentioned above. 

The visits paid by riiembers3f.the aormnission to several refugee camps gave 

them an opportunity tb'see'for themselves the deplorable material and moral 

situation ofthe refugees; 'Moreover, the desperate uncertainty of the 

future'for %hese unfortunates, 'when the finds then at the disposal of the 

United Nations Relief for PAlestine Refugees had been exhausted, made it 

imperative that measures be taken towards a prompt and permanent solution of 

the question,. ' 

% As regards the principie,of'the return to their homes of the refugees 

wishing to do 'so,, 't;he:Commi,ssion adm&ted that the..Arab oontention was well ) 
founded; but it 'considered it:neoessary to make certain observations 

regarding its-practical application, 

10. The Commissidf &as-of thk opinion that, in the'first place, granted this 
' : 

principle were accepted, it would nevertheless be ,i;rise to take account of the 

possibility that not all the refugees would decide to return to their homes, 

Therefore;' it would be necessary to obtain an agreement,'in principle, by 

the Arab States to the resettlement of those refugees who did not desire to . 
return to their homes, 

, 

ll,.The Commission also considered that, for purely physical reasons, it 

would be necessary, in a certain number of cases, to envisage the return of 

the Arab refugees astaking place according to the general plans for . . 
resettlement under the'control and supervision of the United Nations. The 

.' 
Commission considered that the refugees should'b'e fully informed of the 

conditions under which they would Yeturn; 'in particular, of the obligations 

'they *~gh?'incur'as well as of .the rights that would be guarante,ed to them, 
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I’ I’. The Commis’sion wak ‘also of the bpinion that the refugee problem oould not be 
. . .permanently solved unless otiher political questions, notably the question of 

’ “Isoundaries, were also solved, ’ ’ ! 

Jearings of Non- rnmental Organigations . 

3.2, During the meetings in Be&t, the Commission ‘heard statements by 

representatives of approximately fifteen non-government&l organisations, 

‘. These included representatives of committees of refugees themselves, delegates 

from Arab and international organisations which are contributing to the work 
. . ,‘. ‘of assisting refugees, and dignitaries of the Catholic, Orthodox and Armenian 

churches, Other organisations sent. letters,’ which emphasised the right and 

,the desire of the refugees to return to their homes, The representatives of 

the refugees denied that the propaganda of the Arab States and of th’e Arab 

Higher Comttee had had any influence on their decision to flee their homes, ” 

The Commission was informed that two to three hundred thousand people had 

fled before the end of the British,mandate, . 

Me-eJ’ing ‘with th,e israeli Prime Mfnister - 7 April 194 . 
J-3. ,@ollbwing the convetisa-tions in Beirut, the Commission proceeded on 7 
April to Tel Aviv where it had a long interview with Mr, Ben Gurion, Prime 

. Minister *of Israel, during which the refugee question, among others, *was 

examined in detail, The Commission explained that the Arab States firmly 

took the view. that the refugee question ‘must be considered as the most urgent 

question, constituting an imperative task of the 0ommission, They had 

. however, relinquished their insistence that a settlement of the refugee 

question must precede the consideration of other outstanding matters, The 

Commission asked if the Government of Israel accepted the principle established 

by the General Assembly resolution, pemitting the return to their homes * 
of those refugees who expressed the desire to do so+ The Commission stressed 

the importance which the acceptance, of this principle, and its implementation 
‘. 

by,,su,ch steps as were, then pogsible, would have in creating an atmosphere 

favourable to the success of the :.exchangeF of views, . ” ..’ I , . I 

. .c, &&a, ,Mr. Ben.Gurion, without ,replytig directly to this question, caLled 
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: 
.attent!ion,<in particular, to. the passa~e,in.paragraph'll of the General , 
Assembly reso.lution which stat,es that refugees who wished to go to their homes 

should f~live in peahe,wi;th their,,n.eighbours!l. In Mr. Bsn Gurionls view this 

passage,made .the possibility,o,f a r,oturn &f the refugees to their homes 

contingent, so 'to speak, on the establishment of peace, because, so long as the 

Arab States refused to make peace with the State of Israel, it was evident that 

Israel could,not fully rely upon the deqlarations that Arab refugees might 

make concerning their, intentidn to live in peace with their neighbours, . . 
Mr. Ben Gurion did.not:o&Qude 'the possibility of acceptance for repatriation 

of a limited number of.'Arab, re'fugees but he made it clear that the Government I ..' 
,of Israel oonsidered~.that~a~'real' &lution of the major part of'ths refugee 

question lay in the resettlement of the refugees in Arab States, On the ' 
., ,. '. : I 

other hand, .Mr,, Ben Gurion fully 'recognised the humanitarian aspect of 'the i . _'. 
problem and on several 'occ&s&n&'declared that, when the time came, t-he 

Government of Israel;would'be ready-do take part in the efforts necessary 
., 

for its solution and.tha;t' it w&d do'this in ,a sincere spirit of co-operation, 
. 

Mr, Ben Gurion told the Commis'&.on,,hnwever,'that the Government of Israel ,' 
considered the refugee questio,n as' one of those which should be examined and ', 
solved during the general negotiations for~,the.establishment of peace in I. I '.. . 
Pal&&., 

. ' ,' ,- 
Ns&d,.for Technical;, Preparatory Work '..) 

15, ..During this period ofsits work, the Commiss,ion came to realise that , 

neither repatriation to Isra.elnor resettlement in Arab territories couldbe . : ' 
carried out in satisfacbdl;y'conditidn~.FiithoGt. & c'onsiderable amount of 

, 
preparatory work of,a technical nit&e, It would be necessary, first, to 

establish the mostexact figures possible as to the nur$ber of actual refugees, 

'that is to say,,.persons whohbh rled frpm Israel-controlled territory, . 
Consultations.would.then be required '& order to agcertain which refugees would .a ' I. 
prefer to be ,repatriated to'Isra61 and whjch ,would wish to be resettled in an : .I 
Arab country;, ,Pinally, both*repatriat;on to Is'rael and resettlement in Arab .', s :' ,.. 
territory &ould have.to be preceded by-considerable preparatory work of an 

economic ,' soci,al and financial char&ter, These considerations led the, : I . I 



Commission to contemplate the creation of a “technical committee11 to which 

this preparatory work would be entrusted, “This ‘bo&ittee &ul& have the 

* status of a ~~aubsiciiary body”, und& the ‘terms of paragraph 12 of the 

’ resolution of, 11 December L$$” 

v 

It would’ function under the immediate CJ 

supervision of the Dammission and’ would submit the results of its work 40 the 

c0mnlLt553.&& * 
.I ,, / ” ..: 

. ..I ,.‘, 
?A% 

., 
The Commission was fully aware of, the difficulties inherent ..in the 

permanent rehabilitation of a. group of persons which, although not particularly 

large in it self, nevertheless seemed so in propW,ion to. the total population 

of. the countrios &one which it would be distribgte$, The C;ommLssion 
, 

considered that, in, the long run, the, final solution of. the problem. would be 

found within the framework of the economic a.nd socj.al rehabilitation of all . . . 
the countries of the Near East, But the urgdnt need of an immediate soluti6n 

to relieve the tragic material and moral situation of the Arab refugees 

indiokted Chat same measures should be svglved which could be applied in the 

shortest possible time, such as a programme of public works undert,a,ken by 

Israel and the Arab States which, ,would make possible the! ret,uTn of ‘the. . 
sefugees and the immediate absorbing of those’who did not desire ‘to return to 

. 
%&A.r homes o The Commissioh indicated that it would be more, than willing to 

recommend favourable action by the competent organs of the United Nattons if 

Israel and the Arab Stat es were to apply ta the United Nations for technical 

and financial aid in the preparation ‘ad aa’rrying out of such a programme, 

The Iausanne Meetings * ,27 A@.1 - 14 September I.949 --- , 

17.’ Upon its return tp Jerusalem, after the Beirut talks and its visit to 

Tel A&v, the C,ommission proposed to the Governments of the Arab States and I, - . 
the Government of Israel that they send to ,Lausanne delegations w+th which 

the Commission could continue its work of concilistioqr The Commission ; . 

stressed ‘the fact that the exahanges o$ ,eews held in Lausanne, unlike thoece 

held in Beirut 4 were to be considered not on& as bearing u$dn one of the , . 
” spe&i.‘b *tasks entrusted ‘to the Commission by the Asaemblyts resqlut&onj 

such’ as the“refugek qie&hn, but also as bearing’upon its general task’of 
..( ‘. ,.. ,, ,,.,.: ; ,, ” , ., i ’ : . 

conailiat$d~ ‘of the points of 'view ‘qf the parties with, a view to’ achieving a I : . ..a a I, ,: ‘I ,. : ‘.‘, . . . . 
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It &flnal s'&!,lement of all &e&ions outsta&ng'between them," ‘The purpose 

of the Busanne meetings was.?& contin& the"ex4hanges of &.ews between the 

C~lm?iission.and~t'~e.respectiite delegations on a bpoader b&is and in 

cir&mstznces whioh w&M make'possiblk'the achievement of doncrete and 
'. 

pdsiiti&~ results, 
,.. 

18, The Commission, in its desire'to stress; from the opening',o'f the Lausanne 

meetings, that the matters outstanding between the Governments concerned, and 

p&ticul.arly the'refugee question and ths'territorial cyjestion, were $Losely I 
interLinked;urged:the Arab an,d Israeli delegations to extend their exchanges 

o'!:"views $0 all tlie,,problems covered by tk)e Assembly resolution. T&this . 
end,..it%~ked the two parties separately to sign with the Commission a Protocol 

which would constitute the basis, of work,' To this dobument was annexed a 
. 

map' on whioh'k;as indicated the boundaries defined in the.GeneraZ Assembly 

resdlutfon~of 29.'N&mber:1~~7, whi&h.was thus taken,as' the.basi$'af 

i;liscusdion' with the Commission., It was,understood t,hat any'necessaq . 

adjustments 0s these boundaries could be .proposed, It, was by virtue of the 

si$nih$.of this'Protoco1 that the Commisdion.wa~ able to press the two 

parties' to make known.their viewson all outstanding question?, ,, ', / -. ,( 
19. The refugee question was the subjekt of discussion at..numerous lengthy. 

meetings in Isusanne held by the Commission'wi3h the delegations-of Israel 
.I 

an;i of the Arab States, as well as with ropresentatives.of:th~ refu'gses 

th&selves , l-.&ably members of'the Congress of Refugees of~.lknU.lah;~and of'. 
1.' 

t&z Jaffa <<nil l&.strict Inhabitants Committee. Th'e -question,was also )I ( 

examined and discussed in all its aspects in the course of personal :' , 

convors:tions.b'etween'members of the Commission and members of. the vc?rio~~ 1. ..' 
a. ' J e1qptions , Theseexchanges of,views .mnilie it, possible to.,make'a precise 

:.Zstinetion 'between.the problem of repatristion, resettLemer$..ancj social and 

economic r&habilitation of the refugees,.and the problem raised by the 
- 

, ,... ., 
immedi.~te.,prelimin~ry meesures.which mii;ht be taken by theGovernment of . . , , .' 
Isra@.,to safeguard the rights and property of the refugees. .' * , . . ..' 

. . . . - ,. .‘: -. . 
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20, Regn,rding repatriation resettlement and rehabikitation of the refugees, 

the Arab delegations oontinued to hold the view that the first step must be 

aaoeptance by the Government of Israel of the prinoiple set forth in.%he 

resolution of 11 December $948 conoerning the repatriatton of refugees who 

wish to return to their homes. and live at peace with their .neighbours, The 

Commission did not $ucce@d in achieving the accept&e. of this 'principle by 

the Governmiint of Israel,’ .’ 4: . . . : . ), ,’ . ,,‘,. * 1 I, : I I 

21, \‘,_: 'i&O 

. 
i3p~~ifia’propbs& 

I! .I.; 
Concerning iepatd3tion and hfdett+~meqt Q$ the 

rofusoe‘s rere qubtittec?. tb’.th? Gor&.ssiod by the delegation‘of fsrael tid by . 
the Arab d.Q.egations ,- &spectively , 

,;:. The delegation of Israel declared that 

if the Gaza area were incorporated in.the $t,ate of Israel., its Go&ti&t I 

would b.e,‘prepa,redi,!to accept‘ as c’itizens of Israel the en-t&-e Arab population 
I 

‘.I of::tha.ar’~a,.‘~oth inhabitants and refugees, on the .unde’rstanding that 
I.. 

- ., . . ‘, 
rosettlotrient’~~&f the qefugees. in Israeli tarritorjr would be subj+t to suqh ’ ;* ., 
int.ernatianal’ a.$ as would be available for ‘refugee re~ettlqnent, in ‘genqral, 

_... 
The deleg&tion of, .Israel deolared,that it was not in a position’ to submit to 

+’ 
the Commis,aio,n proposals concerning the, nmber df r‘efugeF;s $t would a&&t' 

..^ 
i,n,,:th.e ‘euent”that the GaSa area were not incorporated in Israel;~ For 

their part, ,t.he &ab 
.' 

delegations submitt,ed to 'the'Oom&.ssion a pro$osai' 

directed toward the immediate return of the refugebs coming from the, , 

territories now under Israeli authority which fanned part of, the Arab’zone ( 
on the map attached to the Proto&ol of 12 May: 

I 

. that is! Western Galiiee, 

the area of liyddd., ,Ramle and Beersheba, Jaffa, Jerusalem and the coast 1Qie 

north of &&ta. * ‘,.I 
,. ’ 

22, The Commission transmitted these proposa.ls’ to the ATab d$egatiotis'and ,, : _ 
ta the delega&on, of Jsrael raspectively, without’ giving an .opinion as;‘to their . 

merits or faults, Neither the Arab delegations ‘nor “the delegation of IsGael ’ , 

felt able to accept any of these proposals, : ‘t 
I .‘*. ’ 

23. A large part ,of the ’ Co&issionr s attention and activity during the . 

busanne meetings was de&fed to the study of preli@na,ry mea&es which , .( - 

should be taken ‘for., the preservation of the ‘righ+s and propeey of the , . 
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refugebs * In Jerusale,m, before its departure fur Lausanne, the Conmiissi~ri~ 

ha&presented to the Government of Isr+dl a list of, preliminary measures 

which -5.t considered fair and just. if a favourable atmosphere were to be ', 

created for the meetings'in Lausanne, In Ls,usanne, this >aspect of the 1 ' 

refugee Problem was the .subject of oral and written commuMoati.ons add'r$ssed 

to the Commission by the Arab delegations and by the organisation 

repre,senting the refugees, The request included, among others, measures to ., , 
facilitste the return of the proprietors of orange groves, together with.the ..a 

:. *'necessary labourers,, . ,, ,' 8. 
in order to prevent the total loss 'of the groves) 

measures t.o facilitate the' reuniting of families separated as a result of .; .,I 
/ :the, ho,st;ili$$esj~ ', measures which would make'it possible for the refu@es to .' I *, '.. 

have,.ap.cess to all or,part of the"accounts now blocked by the Government of .', '_ I 

: 

24," The;~Tecbnical Committee was constituted and proceeded to Palestine in 

order to inaugurate, in the field, with the assistance of the GovernmMts 

I, of.$he ,Arab St+es and Israel, preliminary studies concerning the refugees, ,I,# ,, 'I ,, 
<,tp.,daal @th,th.e problems of 6ePatriation, resettlement and so&al and , ., ,, " . ., ..',,' 

eFonomic rehabi&ftation of the refugees, as well as with the prelimdnary ' :. ,. .' ; 
,,: meesures,to,be taken. for' the preservation of their rights and property+ ' , ." ,,:, : .,': ,, 

27,:. Ch 7 June,.,the (@nm$ssion held a meeting with the Geneva representatives I ,, 
of the United Nations Relief for Palestine Refugees and of the three .. 

organisations responsible for actual distribution of relief, nanlely, the Inter- 

national Commit;tee of 'the Red Cross, the Lea+e of Ret", Grows Soaieties and the 

American Friends Service Committee, In the course of this meeting the 

representatives of these organisations stated emphatically that they were 

deeply ooncerned with the financial aspect of the question. ,They drew the 

Comrnissionf s attention to the gravity of the situation which would arise if 

it became necessary, owing to lack of funds, to interrupt the relief work 

during the winter, For the refugees in the mountainous areas of Palestine, 

such.ati interruption would constitute a real. catastrophe for which the 

relief organisations would be unwilling to take any j?esponsibility whatever, 
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26’. The Commi5s~on was deeply impressed by the'statements of the .. . .: 
representatives of the relief orgsnisatlons, .' Although aid tp the refugees 

'. . ., ;' 
was not directly within its competence, the Commission in its third Progress .' 

Report drew the attention of the Secretary-General to the gravity of the . . . 
situation, and suggested that it would be useful if the question of n6w funds ,, ..- 
for refugee relief were inoluded among the first,matters,tp be examined by 

'. .,' 
the General Assembly at its forthcoming Session, . ,, . 

27. ,.In its Third Progress Report dated 13 June 1949, the Commission concluded 

.that, in order to further the negotiations, it would be advantageous' to link 

to.gether the refugee question and the territorial question, without neglecting 

a study of the economic and social problems which arise in the-Middle East, 

The pressure exerted by the Arab delegations in favour of negotiations on the 

refugee question, combined with Israeli pressure in favour of territorial 

negotiations, threatened to create a situation in which, in the Gomm.ission!s 

view, it would be difficult to arrive at agreement 011 the solution of these 

fundamental problems, 

2f3, In order to give the deleg7tion.s present in Lausanne the opportunity,xof 

consulting their Governments on these -mrious points,. the Fommission suspended 

its meetings, between 1 and 18 July, During the second phase of the Lsusanne 

negotiations, from 16 July to 15 September, the refugee question was discussed 

intensively with the various,delegations by the Commission and its General . , 
Committee, I 
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29. .With regard to the repatriation, ros&t&m~ent and rehabilitation of the ',. 

refugees, the delegation of Israel stated on 28 July that in response to the 

views of the Conciliation Commission ‘and in order to facilitate the task of 

conciliation, the Government of Israel agreed that : the problem of refugees 

be placed as the first item on the agenda of joint dispusaions of a general ..- 
peace settlement; on initiation of such discussions the Israeli delegation 

would be prepared to convey to the Cor:ur.lission and to the Arab delegations the 

total figure of refugees which the Government of Israel would be ready to ,, 

repatriate; in the view of the Government of Isrlzel, such sepa,triation must 1 ,. 
form part of a,c~~prehensive plan for the settlement of the entire refugee 

problem; and this repatriation would be put into effect only as an integral 

part of a general and final peace settlementr The Israeli delegation also 
:,. 

expressed the wish that these negotiations should be carried ou.t directly with. 

the Arab delegations, 

JO., On 2 August the Arab delegations stated to the Commission that nnderstatid- 

ing that the Israeli delegation would advance concrete proposals within the 

framework of a final solution of the refugee problem and that these proposals 

would be considered as a first step toward stabilisation of %he situation in 

Palestine and considering such a course to be in the spirit of the General 

Assembly"~ resolution of 11 December 191~8 and the Protocol of 12 &Jay 1949$ 

they agreed to discuss the Israeli proposals, They stated that this 

acceptance in no way prejudged acoeptance of cany particular' plan,, 

31. Following the reply by the Arab delegations,, the Israeli representative 

informed the Commission on 3 August that his Government was prepared to make 

its contribution to the solution of the refugee problem, This contribution 

would be limited by considerations affecting the security and the economy of 

the State, Thus, the refugees would be settled'in areas where they would nqt 

come in contact with possible enemies of Israel; moreover p the Government of 

Israel reserved the right to resettle the repatriated refugeos'in specific 

locations, in order to ensure that their reinsi$Llation would fit into the 

general plan of Israel's economic development, * Subject to these conditions, 

the Government of Israel would be propared to accept the return. !O Israel in 
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its present l$Cts.of 100,000 refugok3 ,, ,over thp total Arab population : 
e$&&ing,nt the end of hostilities (including, thosewho kad'.alriady returned) 

'. 
$hus increasing the total number of that pop$a$&on,to a max&n~'of 250,000', .., ." 
This repatriation would form part of a general.plan for resettl$me~t of . 

~ refugees which would ,be established'by a special org,an,.to be &a~ed for the 

purpose by the United Nations, 
, . . 

. .**' 
. ,.t. 

.", 
32, The Commission,' considering the.Israeli delegationis proposal as 

unsatisfactory, limited itself to communicating that proposal unofficially to ': I..' 
the Arab delegations for their informationa 

33, On 15 August the Arab.dclegations transmitted to the.Commissiori, also 

unofficially, their view that the Israeli proposal was,contrary to 'the 

resolution of 11 December L94$, as well as to the Protocol o,f,.,.12~May, They 

considered that tinder the terms of the Protocol the Israeli proposal could 

bear only upon the territories allotted to Israel according to the map attached 

to that document, The Arab delegations protested the contention of th,e 

Israeli delegation that the settlement of Arabs in Israeli territory must be 

subordina,ted to economic and strategic considerations, They roc~allcd, moreover, 

a memorandum addressed by them to the Commission on 23 May, requesting the 

repatriation of all refugees originating in territory allotted to the Ar,abs, or 

to be internationalized, according to tho map attached'to the Protocol,.of : . 
12 May, If the Israeli proposal was to,be interpreted as applying exclusively 

to refugees originating in areas allocated to Israel. on.the abova&ntioned 
' 

map, the Arab delegations would not object to its adoption :as a basis 'for' .) ..' 
discussion of the dishosition'of.'those parti&lar rsfugeest ~ F~ir&LyJ' the Arab I,,. .' . . . 
delegations favoured compensation in k&d for, the refugoes.who.might' noh"kburn * ,. 
to their homes; this ind@mnification might take the form of&&5.torial 

" 
'. t ,.," ._ 

compensation within the terms of %h'e Protocol of 12 vayIl *.. .-: " 
: 

.' :;.* " ,. .., ' . . : I. .," 
34, On the same day.tho Commission submi.ttod,to all'dkl.egations]pre,sent in.. .I 8. 
Lausanne a memorandum which, intdr alia inquhred.whethsr the'various delegations --w- -,,..J !.\ 
were prcpared,+sign a declaration accorti,ng~$o.~which (a) the &lut$.on of the * . 
refugee,problem should be sotight in the repatriation' of 'refugees in Israeli- I 
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controlled territory and in the resettlement of those not repatriated, in Arab 

countries or in the zone of Palestine not under Israeli control, It was to 

be understood that the repatriated refugees would become ipso facto citizens 

of Israel and that no discrimination would be practised against them both with 

regard to the civil and the political rights which they would exercise and to 

the obligations imposed upon them by the law of the land. ' It was also to bo 

understood that repatriation in Israel ai well as resettlement in the Arab 

countries or in the zone of Palestine not under Israel control would take place 

subject to technical and financial aid given to each party by the international 

community; (b) in case anEconomic Mission (see paragraph 50 below) should 

be charged by the United Nations with the establishment of major work projects 

in the +iiddlti %a& with a view to facilitating the repatriation, resettlement 

and economic and social rehabilitation of the Arab refugees, as well as' with 

the study of the conditions under which that'programma could take place, all 

the parties would undertake to facilitate the task of the Economic Mission and 

to take all possible measures to aid in the implementation of such solutions 

as the Mission might propose; (c) all the parties would specify that the above- 

mentioned conditions concerning the Arab refugees would not prejudficc the 

rights which the parties reserve in connection with the final settlement of 

the territorial question in Palestine; and (d) the funds for emergency aid 

extended to the refugees must be renewed until technical and financial aid 

should have been allotted by the international community. The C*ission also 

asked the delegations whether, without committing their Governments for the ' 

present or for the future, and taking account of the fact that no exact and 

detailed statistics existed with regard to the refugees, they were prepared to 

present a provisional estimate 'of th e approximate number of refugees which 

thei; Governments would be ready to accept. 

35. On 29 August, in'beply to this memorandum, the ilrab delegations recalled 
.: 

the observations 'contained in their memorandum of. 15 August and stated that, 

keeping these observations in mind; they would be ready to study the 

implementtition of that part of the declaration proposed by the Commission 

ac'coMi.ng to which the solution of the refugee problem should be sought in the 
.? * 



1 

! .  ‘. I  

$epatri~tion of refugees in &&li-con$rolled territory and i3rl the 

r&ettl&nt if those not rapat&stpd in @ab countries or in the Wne of 
. .,. ', 

" ' FaTes-bi&j I;ldt' uinder Israeli crx.t:iGiL, 'They also drew the Commission's attention 
,.'( .,. ,' . . . 'I :. ., . . 

tk the ne&.&ity df establishing &&,ernational guarmtws - to be determined . . * .1 I . ,: ,,',",. 
at a later date - assuring to the refugees to be repatriat,ed in areas under 

Isr&Li'control just treatment, ,, without discrimination on grounds of raoe or 
: , .p;i,' . 

. . ,,, %' '. " 
.I, 236, .  In connection with the Economi,c Mission for the Middle East, the Arab .,., 

..delegations stated that they would re,cmend that their‘Governments facilitate ,. 

i t the work of that M.$ssion and take allthe,steps. which they might judge 

appropriate and possible.to assist in the implementation of such'solutions as ! . 
, ,the Mission m$.ght proposen, ,, ,. 4 

37* The delegations' of Jordan'.and'Sy&ti &ated that thcir'Governments would 

be able ,to receive,, in conjunctioli'nj..tii"the reco&endatibns' of' the Ebonomic 
, 

Kission, such refugees ati Q might ‘not 'return to their homes, 'The Egyptian 

delega'tlo~~ de,cl.ared tin&t KgyI>t,: b&g'de&ely popuia~ed and' unable to extend 

substaxitially the area of-its ara.bl& k kid, would find it difficult to' 

cotitemplate the resettlement of &,titiber of‘refqeea 'on its existing'territory, 

WhenSits eastern f&&i&s had ~e011;rgadjlls,i;3dt.how;?verj the Egyptian 

delegation~wotild be ,prepar'ed'to,,study'the que stion in the light oi Lhe prevail- 

ing si:tuation and within the 'fran&Wrk of iriternation~l~technical and financial 

aid,. The Lebancss'del'eg&oi~ declSred that.'Leb&non.Fias in the same position 

as $gypt, ~irZe' it- i;jas 'one of the "most 'densely popultited areas in the world, 
* * . . , i, . 

$3; &ially~ the Ar&b dslegat~ons~col.lec'cively urged that the United Nationa 
', 

.ci;;tin.e ',:'. ': . ::..:: : Y ': ',. . . . : 
LO sup&&y the fundsnecessary'for emergency aid to refugees, ..'. ,, ,.. I *:, . ,: ,,' '. 

396 On 31 Augustg the Israeli delegation, replying to the Commission~s . %. . . .., 
' hemo~~&dum;' stateb.'that it'%& prepared to sign'; ‘declaration along ,$e ., : . . 4 ,’ .1 , .:, ,, I . . . .’ 
' 'general lines c:"‘ ~~.gg&&cd" by the Co&i&sion ,nith,rega.r$ to refugees, subject to ,.. ,. ,'I'..-. " . ' . 

precision on "the following point$1"" tha% the, solution of .the refugee. problem . . ,. '., $' ./' :' ,: < ., ', 
v&s tb'be ~os&t'pri&rily in resettlement in, Arab territories,;. that ,tnough . 8, ,. I . . , 
the Economic Mission woitld be facili:t&,ed in ita t&$k and its proposals wouJ,d 

.’ ., 
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,* .i, ,. ;,., ,.,. .( 
) '.' ,. ., '. . 

be given full considerat&.on,~ the Gev@rrxnent .o;f,.Israel could no% b&d ,&self in 

,advance to implement the solutions proposed; t;hat the understanding with 
. . , regard to~non&scrimiition again~t;"r8f~g.e~!ls'Bho~ld apply %a the.&@ States '. 

as well; arid the international fin&licial gssisttincej-'to which repatriation of ., 
Palestinian refugees to Israel would be subject, should alsoextend to th.a e ; , . , . , ,. : . ' ,. , _ 
resettlement of Jewish refugees from Arab-controlled areas of Palestine< .' ,." '. f.,."' ,: .,I.: .:! ') .1 .,, '. " : , 

, ,$b. C!The,,Is~aeli dcleg@.on, moreover, Teiterated its,przevious offer with .,,I ,' ..! /, I. 
,,,, ry,gard to the numbqr .of,.refugees.which the. Government.'ef,hsrael would be ready I J <. 

to accept Fnd pointed c,ut,that its willingness to f@.lit+Ce the,task of the ; :- < :, 
EconomLc Missipn wouId.have.to rcmgin w$thin‘the Y$mi.:g of this .offeri .*.. .._ . . . . ": . ,I,., ', 

~..F$nally,.the deleg&on, repeated that,Sts,:Gover~lment.c,Duld agree' tothe ', ., .': .:. s ‘8' 
$epatT$ation df, refugee? .to,,Israel onl$ es part of an overall set,tlement of the . r:., : 

:,Palss&inian problem, _ : ,:. ,, _I,:,,, .,. I . :, ,. . ', I ,'_ I. . . "( 
41, . .Ih'reply'tb ~he,,Ar~bs:nr;d-!~graeli', no$ss'dated 29~'and'.31 Atigust respectivelyi 

'Ithe Gominissiofi informed'all.'the'~,abi$gjtions bn~l2~September that it ,$&tiot 
./ 

'. * .:. c'bnsider that~~Lt.~wouId'be tisefuX'at.'tih@ mpliiont to, potimulate more-,&&ailed 'I, ,I 
suggestions with regard to.the'refugo@ question;.'noti&ly concernirig~ the number ,!, 
of pereons.who should,.return,,~o.Israel and the number who s.houXd be resettled .' ,. . ,. ", ':' 
,in the:.Arab Ststes,,,,in view ,of the,fact .th$ the.refugee. question in'*general , .b ,'. , I :' ." '1 
would be examined by the_Epanomlc.,~ssion+, , The Comm&ssipn, preferred to await 

the conclusions and recarrrmend8tiona'wh~ot;:'would be submitted to i& by the 
,. 

: , " I. ..'., 
iiiiiii.~i, before"fo*~a~i,,~'ita o& $ge&&$, regarding ,the'gon&& sol,ution 

,,.' , 

a. ;. _ .,, 1,,:.a. .,::.,: ,,' '., :. 
o? the reiugec prbbl&, ', 

.' 
.I_I, .' . : .'s '; :, ,' . . . ,t, .a .,., ,'.. " . : ; .'. ', 
Report...of ,the .Tecbni.cal Committee :'. :,,,. : :,, ,, .: ,,, ,, .:,, : .. 

; ': .&V .In'.its‘,efchinge~'of view with the Arab and Isr&eli. dp&egati,on'g;on the 

refugee question , ,the'Commisbion retied to:,a,great ext;ent.,on the i-eport of itis, 

Technical Committee on Refugees, Th&s.report, of the Technical'Committee,~ 

dealfng ,dth the problem of repatriation; izesettlernent,and social and economic 

rehabilitation of the refugees,. as -well,t;s,~th.prel~inary measures $0 be 

+,t~er! fo?..the pretiervation of their,&&&, prqperty and, interests, was 

;tr.=@tted to the Socre.tary,General...dA.9. S’epternber, ., The-,Commis$on decided to ,;. '. .' ., . ,I ,' /."h 1 ,. ., ',, ( I .' *, I. . .', .' ,. 
: .' I ., .,', , 1. ,' 
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: ,” 

disso1ve:the Te’chnioal Committee and’to r&&mend to the Secretary-Genera1 that 

its members be @aced at the dispqs.&~.qE, the.:fEoonomic Mission; 
.” ‘*/ 

.: : York* ef the General: Cdmmittee ‘, . . . .’ ; ,. \, .I 
kJi* . Xn~ bonnection, wi’th ,preI&$,nar~‘~eas&& to ‘be takeh. for the pr,eservation ,:.: . , 
c>-f. the ‘rights, Prope$t~.$r$ interests‘. of the ‘refugees; + .‘, ; .,,, .*,<,I 

the ComLsslon oharged 
. . 

,tha General Committee, w5,th.the’studY bf’the foliowing point&raised by the Arab 

delega%ions~i 
. I  . . : s : :  ‘,a , , , . ,  l 

The re$ti~,n I+. ,4&e%>’ 1&&s and h&e,& ‘of irab .owners of or’ange 7 - .;‘:I,,... ,, 
and te&hni&i.ans; ‘the, *ediate ! 
j ;C.J$ ~&Q,&&~’ & ’ the.1 Abiefitca 

of &1’~&&%unes ~8 ’ requisition, and .oogupation of Arab 

t I _.. 
8’ 1+4. ..The,;General Committee formuI&d concrete propesal,s 5.~ oonnsc$i.en. with the 1, a.... I,. . ‘. 

,. * ,quss?$ons oh separ’ateh’ $&ili&‘j . .4.:;: : *: ..:.. ..\, : ,. 
bf “TM.ooked Arab. aoceup$s~ ?pd of, orgnge groves; 

; :Tl!e.sp que,stions *a& dealt “with $k@ar$telfr: below; , I. .:, ‘.i:,‘,“, I _’ ‘.’ ’ “’ 
: I *,, :r .“, ,,( ‘, 5) ‘, ; ;a 

45. :~~.$Ji.th.~~egar~ +ta ,othe:F, pbfnts,’ the Israeli ‘delegation inforn&, athe Committee . 4 : .I ‘, .I. 
’ ’ that~ ifc!~..G+we~,&ent. w&s unable to abregate the bbsentee ,A&. or :tq suspend I 9;. . . 

. mea&++ : of9 requisition, of Arab imn&sbi& propei%yg ’ that freedom of worship :, .‘, ., ,, ,’ and rospspt of churches and mosques were ‘&&anteed throughout I.s~ael and that 

,’ further .applicat$ons by religious g&&tie1 for‘ repatriation wou1d be examined, 
,* :., 

The Genera1 Committee decided te reserve’the oonsideration of, these Points for 1 : ’ 
a la$.er date,,, . 

116, 
. 

As regards orange groves belonging to Arabs and situated in Israeli- 

controlled te,rr4tory, I., the Goneral Comm&&?,~ at the ,re~ues.t of the Arab 
. ...,. . 

,,, de1egations &d’$th’the concurkence of the Technical Cyittee which, after an 
; : ‘, 1 $4 ; 

1 . ; ,pn-fhe-spot inspeo$ion .of the (I &&nge groves; had reported to the d&mission a, .’ : “I* ‘. 
thoir,state of p&gressive deterioration, decided to propose the establishment ,I : .‘, .., * , : c I, 
of a mixed Arab-IsraeZi ‘worki& group to proceed into,the field and to recommend 1 ‘I , : ; . ,,a,,, . . . : t: :‘. .,. , .I.. ,. ’ ,, 

,::Ys,: , I *’ * ‘. . *I,* :,, -I sl, . . . . I., j.’ 
, .*I. ,. : ;” ,‘.T ” (, .’ .! ) (* , I. ,*‘. I ; , ., ._ ,“, I. ., . 
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,:,g. ,' ": ,' I " _:I,. ;,* .' i,',, 
!. ,practical measures to it for the Preservation of,,the orange 'gro$es;' ThiS : :, :. ,' " 

grouh would.'also fabilitate the.impl,ementati& of such DEE!LSUP~S and evaluate 
.', 5 ,. .,,~ 

'the damage sustained'by the'groves,' 
'. 

The Arab dolegati,ons declared'the&elves " ' 

in favour of the above .terms of reference. The Israeli delegation, hotiver, _ 

stated that its Government' was'unable tdacce& the e&ablishment of the . 

'propdsed mixed group and that the Israeli custodian of enemy property <as doing 
,r 

his best to care for the Arab erange groves, The Arab'delegations thereupon 

'stressed that responsibility for the dtiage sustained'by'these groves'kould 

rest entirely on'the Israeli authdrities~, In its Fourth‘Progtiess F&&t the 

Gommiss~on stated that its efforts to save this economic asset’had produc&d’nd’ ,’ 
.re$uita, ‘, ‘,, ” _, ;, ‘I, . :._.’ 

‘;. ‘; :,,,: , ..;, 
$?, ,Cn the question of reuniting in Israel,refugee families,separated by the ' '* .' ; .,, 
war,'the Government of Israel agreed, 

*' 
at the Commission's request, to permit 

.the readmission of wives and miner children bf .Arab breadwinners lawful&' ' ' 
.' '. ', ,, 

'.resident in Israel and to consider other bompassionate "cas'es"for readmission, 
1. ,.,. 

and' &&&eh itself' ready'to out-this measure into effect"imme'o.iately and ' "' 

ihdepetidently of t&solution of the refugee problem as a whole, The "' ,' 

Government of Israel approached the Arab Governments through'the' channel'of" ' 

the &ixed Annistic~"~:ommissions; ,with. the sugg&tion 'that they' sh%o$d' send : ._ ,j.. ,:,,..,,.,,'l,. 
" * : I 

representatiyes to' enter into cbnt+ @.th :t$e'com~etent Israeli authorities ,.. ,' I ;. , . 
to .disp+s anq,,aar,ry out the administrative aspects, o~f,the,~~$~rn, . After Y,. , 

'I 
0 I'. . I 

consi,derable:delay the,,'Acab Statesappointed their repreaenta$i& $9 the,&xed. -: : * 
Armistice. Commiesions to deal .with the question,, :: The scope ,of this measure, 4 ,! 
tias!,considered too,res't~icted'.by the"Arab dele~gatipns, ., . ;which'insistg,dt:on' a wider. _, .I .: 
interpretation.'bf thf= term ~‘ftiily~*’ in accor+,nce. ,with the Orienta& ,concept,, , 1 

I, : 

. . 
bEi;:' Onsthe question :of- rbiocked as&&,-:the Government of Israel repiie’d that 

itwas prepared to"dis&ss a! reciproc'al. a$r&ngoment'w$.th 't;hOArab ,$tates whereby 
1 '. 

t~~~A~ab,,assets,,b~ocked both' in Is~ae~'&$'in the Arab 'States d:ould be.mutuaJly. 
'_ 

. .: ., 
releaskd in e+.ql proportion, The Arab delegatiohs~havirig :accepted these.. ,' 
conditions,, it,&@. possible to set up's Mixed C&&,ttee of’Experts,u~der neutral. .,' : : :, , '. '. j 
chairimpship., $9 study 'and 'recoq?end to the" Cor&rkwiibn the.: means. by wbic,h. .tb%, II ; I ..,. 1 ..,. “ 
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1 . .  . ,  
/  : ,  

.  . I .  I ,  : , .  

‘. 

. 
., 

on hum&.&&an 

represen&tiv&3 
’ 

was cbmposcd of 
,.’ 

grounds and on a’purely t&&ical level, Arab and bmeli .’ 
entered into direct .centact: fo? ,t,$e first time, The Committee” ~ ,I ; 

ix& Isrtieli member, ‘.one .Arab member representing the four Arab 

States’ and ‘the ,iklCerbst$ of .the ,refugees , ,and the Cornnissionl s ’ Prkncipal : 

Secretary, who acted as-‘Chairman, ., Although the d@iborations of the Mixed 

Committee tie’re carried but in an akmosphere ,of cordiality~ they did not at 

Lausanne. reach the’stage.pf concrete suggestions, The Principal Secretary,’ I. 
‘, 

in his capakity ai Chairman of the Committee, was charged with pursuing the 
,. 

matter further. upon his return td’ the Middle East in September i ‘, .Y. : ‘. I 
;, I (, ’ . .% 

49, The General Committee further proposed to the Israeli deleg.ation that ’ 8, 

arrangements be made to per&t certain Arabs living in territory under Arab 

control close to the hrmistick demarcation lines to cultivate their lands which 

lay within territory under’laraeli control, :The delegatian of Israel stated ’ 1 . 
that the above question’ fell within the conpe,tence of the Mixed Armistice ’ 

Commissions’, Nevertheless, the Commission ~instructed its Principal Secretary, 

to take up this matter upon his return to Jerusalem in September, 
; . 

‘* .. 
Economic, Survey Ikssion .’ , I. . ,, I 

. I. 
‘50, On 23 August, the Conrmission decided, .pursuant io’ parggraph 12 of the “‘;‘,.” ? 

General Assembly’s ,resolution of 11 December 1948, to establish an ‘Economic ’ 
* ’ .L 

Mission as a subsidiary body under the5 Commission’s authority, The Mission ‘.: .< 
was charged with e)camining the econ&&c situation in the countries affected by 

the reoent hostilities ip Palestine &nd with making'rec&pndations to the 

Commission for an integrated progknme having the’ following purposes: 

.,*’ ’ 

,. ’ to enable 
the Governments, ,concerned to further such measures ‘and development program& 

as would’ be :required to overcome the economic dislocations created by the ’ ’ 
.A I 

hostilities; to facilitate the .repatriation, ,resettlement and economic ‘and . i ;: 

social rehabilitation of’the refugees ‘and the payment.of aompensation pursua& 

to the provi,sions. of. paragraph 11 of the Genefdl. Assemblyl s ‘&‘sol~tion of.‘- (0. ,,i,: 

TT Dew@er 194f,,l, in order to ‘reintegt’e the refugees into the eeonomii life. ‘, . ‘, 1 a,. 
of’ the area OQ 8. self sustain&~ basis”i&,thi,n”& min&um ‘period of time; 1, . . 8 . :‘: and $0, II 
prc?mc$e .econom$.~, conditions conducive t’to the ‘m&.ntensnce of’ pea& and’ stabi;lity 

I ‘. ’ : 5 *.. .: .,a : ! $8, I 
/ 
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in the area, The Commission further agreed that the Mission should be 

ccmposed of a Chairman, to be nominated by the United States, and three Deputy 

Chairmen,.$o,.be nominated by the United Kingdom, France and Turkey respectively, 

On its way to the Middle East, the Mission stopped in Lausanne on 8 September 

1949 for discussions with the Commission, the drab and,.Israeli delegations and 

various specialised agencies ‘of the United Nations, The Mission departed on 

11 September 194.9 for Beirut,, where At established its headquarters, . ; 

New York.Meetings - .I9 October - $December 1949 . :> 

51, ‘In order %o give the”intdre&ed’Governments sufficient time to reconsider 

their positions.& the’tcrritorial and refugee ‘questions, the Commission decided 

to suspend its meetings”& 13 September and reconvene in New York on 19 October. 

It held several meetings at its offices iri the Empire State Building with the 

delegations of the ‘;trab States and with the delegation of Israel, during which 

the refugee question and other problems were examined, 
. ., ,. 

r2* On 16 November, the interi,m report of the Economic Survey Mission, having F . . . . 
been”receiveh by the Commission, was transmitted to the ,Secretary-General for . 
communication to the.Members of. the General Assembly, In transmitting this . 
dooument, the Commission indicated,in a covering letter its opinion that the 

report constituted .? constructive approach to the Pale,stine refugee problem, 

meriting urgent consideration by the General Assembly,, The Commission further 

pointed out that the Assembly might wish to obtain. additional information 

concerning certain of the findings and recommendations contained in the report . ” 
and, in this connexion, drew attention to arrangements made by the Secretary- 

Gener>&L with the organisations administering relief to Palestine refugees, 

53. Paragraph 11 of the General Assembly’s resolution of 11 December 19.48 gave 

to the Conciliation Commission the specific mission ,of facilitating the 

repatriation, resettlement and economic and social rehabilitation of the refugees 

and the payment of compensation, In accordance with this disposition the 

Commission included in the terms of reference given by it to the Economic Survey 

Mission the question of compensation to be paid to refugees not wishing to return 

to their homes, The Commission decided to resume consideration of this question 
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s i:. .’ : ,; ,;.-. 8::; ..,. 5’ , : ., ’ : “I 
upon the resumption..of its work ti January, 1950, taki& as a basis studies 1 ? 

. . : ,, I,, ,. _’ ’ .” 
.= “, made by the,.Ec,onomlc .Syy?y Nissionr ’ . . . . .; ,,.,,...‘“. ~ 

. 54, As regards those’ p~eU.@.nary~.m$&u~eb~ fqr. the protection of the rightsj $.. 

property and ‘!i.nter,ests ,of::the refqgees in. the .implemed$ation oP which the 

Corninission had,;insCructed ,its Prin&pal Secretary;%o as&.&in duririg the 

recessl, the‘ re,sults achieved during that peri,od wr?& as follows: . 

In connegon withy ,the. reunion 3. sep&ated : refu&e~ &r&lies, “Y:,’ ,: “, 
‘, . . .., Lebanon,.Egypt and Jordan appoin$ed’representati&& to ~$SCUSS 

’ .‘. and ca,rry ,out, in, colllaboration with ,the qqgehent Isrqeli. 
,’ ‘I 

authorities, the a,ctual plan for the return 6f these’ refugees, “ *, ( ,, .‘,I ‘I ,: ;, 
,, i !i: Syria indicated its readi,qess to appoint repreqgntatives as : ., ,,,;:. ,.‘I 

. . (,‘!‘.:,.ypn as, possible+ ; ‘. ;, (‘, .’ 
With regard t? blocked Ara,b.,.@cc.aucts, convers&tions in Cairo , :;,‘,;‘:.’ 

and Tel Aviv of the experts of the two sides with the 
: .., -. ’ &%ii~~&&i&i~s economic expert, for the parpose of arriirir$ at 

( ,.,’ . ,. 
‘a’ ti~&‘&l.y %ob’+tiabl.a’ method of unfreezing th&wcounts, were 

: , 

c&rietil&it ‘i:h. ai ,iBNourable atmosphere4 

In ‘b’o&&ti& G%th the arrangements to enabLe Aribs living 

in t&rr%tcj+$+ uh& Arab controli olose to the Armistice ’ 

demar~ati’~ti~-li&‘to cultivate their Sands which lie’ within 
‘. 

territory’ ‘u&&r I’sr&&i control, b&h the IsraeLi.. and Jordanian 
: ‘,.’ authoriti~~‘$g~e~d’~to~~~scuss ihe matter,, in the Special 

4’ Committee iWt”~tip by: the ‘&n&&ice Agpeenient , 
,, II 

.i. 

‘is‘+ 
., 

On 9 Dec&ber the Csmm~ssit;n’adj~~med’its meetings until 16 January 1950 

when it reconvened in GenBva’: ta ‘ctins;ider the final, report ‘from ihe EcoGomic 

Survey Mission arid to contin~e:;i:t~..?negot~atjons tiith the’ delegaiions of the 

Arab States tind Israel, , : : I :I ‘:;,. ‘1: ‘. : ,., , 


