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faformation requested by U.N.R,W.A
Relating to the Possibility of
"Reducing the Number of Refugees

(Prepared By the Seoretariét).

GAZA (under Egyptlcn control)

A, The inhabitants of thls area including the refugees

' are not considered as Egyptlan citizens by the Egyptian

authorltles.

B, On 20 and 29 Nay 1949 the Isreeli delegation requested
the CCP to trensmit a broposcl 0 the Bgyptian delegation,

 aooord1ng to which the"Geza Strlp" would be incorporeated into

the State of Israel and the lﬂhcbltnntS of thig area as well
asg the refugees resident in it would become citizens of that
stete. The normal inhebitents of the "CGeze Strip" amount to
about 60,060; the refugees resident'in the area to about
200,000, This,proposal was not acoeptad;by the Egyptian‘
delegation but has not been formally withdrawn by Israel.

©. On 24 October 1949 the Egyptian delegation made the
following proposals to the Commission for submission to the

Israeli delegation:

1. That inhabitants of areas falling within the no men's
land in the north of the Gaza region. be allOWed to
return as soon as possible to their lands to cultivate

- them. ' o

2. That refugees at present in the Gaza ares under Egyptian

control and possessing land in the hinterlend of this

%
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'”zoné"be”allowed“to”undeftake'as”sbon'as'possible the
cultivetion of these.landsy '~
3+ That.refugees at present in the Gaza zone originating
from.the Beersheba area te allowed, provisionally
‘an@fpending a final settlement, to establish themselves
in that area. '
With regard to (1), it is estimeted that permission
to cultivete thelr lénd in the- Whole no man*s land in the
North of Gaza would involve prlncipally the 1nhcb1tants
of four villages (Beit Lahiya, Beit Hanun Deir Suneid and
Dimra) and would affect about 4,000 persons,
The exact figures from Quaker estimates are 4,328
‘persons of 708 families, S BRI
The Mandatory Administration estimate .for 1947 is
4,854 persons.

With regard to (2): :

a) Repatriation of refugees now in the Gaza strip to
their villages.of orlgln in the whole of the Gaza sub-
‘district would involve about 70,000 inhabitants of 46
villeges (minus the 4,000 mentioned in (1) above whose

" problem may have been settled.previously).

The exact figure from Quaker estimates éré 71,363 minus-
4,328 or 12,199 families minus 708. o '

The Mandatory Administration estlmates for 1947 are
69,800 persons minus 4,854.

b) Repatristion of refugees now in the Gaza‘strip to their
v1llages of orlgin located north of Gaza and’ falling w1th1n
the partltlon boundarles of thet section of the Arab State
would involve about 43,000 inhebitents of 18 villages (having
in mind the reservation in 3 &) above)

The exact figuresffrom Quaker egtimetes are 43,528
persons or 7,842 families.. ‘ |
The Mandatory Admlnlstratlon estlmutes for 1947 are
39,549 persons, ST : o
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With-regard to (3) the rcturn of refugees now in the Gaza
aréa to the Beersheba sub-district would.affect mainly nomads
(Beduin) and would involve about 35,000 persons,
| The exact figure from Quaker estimetes are 34,665 persons
or 5,702 families. ‘ ,

There are no figures of the Mandatory Administretion for
this category. '

The complete operation envissged by the Bgyptian proposals
as & whole WOuid involve an estimctsd meximun pf about 105,000
persons, i.e. more than helf the totzl refugce population in
the Grza strip as estimated by the Quakers,

An agreement between Isracl and Egypt signed on 22 February
1950 and knovn as the modus vivendi authorized the cultivation
by refugees of about helf of the no men's land in the north of
Gaza and a small esrea around the villcge of 4bassan in the
South. The remaining points are still under consideration by

the Commission.

THE TRI/NGLE (under Jordanian control)
A, Thc inhcbitents of this area, including thc refugees,

are considered by the Jordanien cuthorities as being Jordanian
citizens,

B. The Commission hes proposed to the Isracli delegation
in Lausenne thot arrangements be made to permit Arabs living
in Arab-controlled territory to cultivete their lends which

were situsted within Israeli-controlled tcrritory. This matter

involved a few thousand Arab Palestinians meinly in the Tulkarm
area. 1t wes decided thet the besﬁ solution would be to submit
the guestion to the Specicl Committce creatéd by the Armistice
fgrecment which had not met for some months.

sccording to information recently received from the
Commission's Secreteriat in JbruSQlcm, the lends in question
belony to Areb cultivotors 11v1n in 17 villeges situeted in

vtha sub-districts of Jenin, TulcCrm and Ramleh. The discussions
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" on thig subgoct in the SpCClgl Commlttco sot up undor tho
Tsracli- Jord n Armlstlco Agroomont, with a view to enabling
the owners to oulthﬁte theso lcnds, havo been abortive.
Tho Israell represcntLtlvos meinteain thct there are other
more importent questions, gsuch asg those concernlng Mount
Scopus, Bethlehem and Latrun, which should receive prior
consideration ag laid down in frtlcle 8 of “the Armistice
Agreemont The Jorden rpprooentatlves ere bclleved never-
theless, to have pressed the matter, p01nt1ng out that the
harVOStlng of the Crops sown bcforo the Armlstlce was
involved and that the rbturn of the owners would provide
effective proteotlon against marauders and permit the gowing
of winter seed. The Israelis are said to have regected
these proposals on the grounds thet the questlon was one
affecting the security of the country, and that 1t was not
possible to allow soverel thousend Arabs to cross the lines
at points of strategic importance. Theserpdints are near
the railway line from Tel- AV1V to Halfa and at a distance of
only 15 kilometres from the sea.

C. Jordan has expressed its willingness to resettle
refugees in its terrltory with 1ntornctlonal financial

5881stance.‘

IIIL"I SYRIA

fA. The Syrian Israeli Armistice Agreement authorized
the Teturn of approximately 3,000 Areb rcfugees to their homes
in the demilitarized zones. . These people heve in fect
returned but heving no asslstence are finding it very difflcult
to maintain themselves on the land and the Commission is
informed that they. are drifting back to the refugee camps in
Svrla.j : v .

. Syria has expressed 1ts willlngness to resettle refugees
‘1n its terrltory with 1nternet¢onal financial a551stance.
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ISRATIL,

A, TIsrecl hes steted in tho pest thet it was propored to
accept within its presont borders an arab population of
250,000 Arebs. Isracl states that it alreedy has an Arab
population of about 170,000 who arc considercd as Isracli
citizens. Israel recscrved the right to rcsettle any roturning
rcfugocs wherever 1t saw fit., Thig Isracli offer was rcjeccted
by the Arab States and though it hes not been explicitly
Withdrawn, it is doubtful whether it is still operative.

B, Under an agrcement reached in Lausennc under the auspices
of the Commission, Isracl has admitted,up to the present, about
1,000 members of Areb familics scparated by the war.,




