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1. - GAZA (under Egyptfen control) . 

A. Theinhabitants of this area, ,including the refugees 

are not considerea as Egyptian50itizens by the Egyptian 

authorities. 

B. On 20 and 29 'I\::ay 1949,the Israeli delegation requested 

the CCP to lxxnsmit a ‘jy?Oppsal to the Egyptian delegation, 
accordZng to which the"Gaza Stripf* w!otild be incorporeted into 

the State of Israel and the inhabitants of this area as well 

as the re'ugees resident in itwould become citizens of that 

state. The normal inhabitants of the "Gaze. StripQq amount to 

about 60,000; the refugees resident in the area to about 

~00,000. This,proposal was not accepted:,bg the EGyptian 

delegation but has not been formally withdrawn by Israel. 

C. On 24 October 1949 Lhe'Egyptian delegation made the 

following proposals to the Commission for submission to the 

Israeli delegation: 

1, That inhabitants of areas falling within the no manPs 

land in the north of the Gaza region be allowed to 

return as soon as possible‘tb their lands to cultivate 

them, 

2, That refugees at presen$ in ths,.Gaza area under Egyptian 
control and possessing landTin the hinterland of this : 
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'zorie'be "aiLowed' to 'undertake a's'soon'a‘s,possible the 
.,.. .'._,,' 

cultivation of these.Lands, "'-' 

3, That..refugees at.present in the Gaza zone originating 

from.the Beersheba area be allowed, provisionaLly 

: and‘pending a final settlement, to establish themselves * 
in that area, 

I 
With regard to (1), it is estimated that permission I . *. '., 

to cultivate their l&&in the,whole no man?s‘land in the ,. I * 1 : 
North of Gaza would involve principally the inhe.bitants 4. 

.I of four villages, (Deit Lahiya, Beit Hanun, Deir Suneid and 

Dimra) and would affect about 4,000 persons, 

The exact figures from Quaker estimates are 4,328 

,persons of 708 famil'ies. .,: 

The Mkndatory Administration estimate.fos 1947 Ais 

4,854'persons. ~ 

With regard to (2): I 

a) Repatriation of refugees now in the Gaza strip to 

6 ,their villages.of origin j.n thewhole*of the Gaza sub- 

~dfstrict would involve about 70,000 inhabitants of 46 

villages (minus.the 4,000 mentioned in (1) above whose 

,' ' problem may have been settled.previously), . 

'. The exact figure from Quaker estim?tes are 71,363 minus. 

4,328 or 12,199 families minus 708, ' 
The Mandatory Administration estimates for 1947 are 

I 0 
69,800 persona minus 4,854. 

b) Repatriation of refugees now in the Gaza strip to their 

villages of origin looeted north of Gaza and'falling within 

the partition boundaries of that section'of the'krab State 

would involve about 43,000 inhebitants'of 18' villages (having 

in mind the reservation in. 3 a) a.bove)i .,, , 

The exact figures,from Quaker estimetes are, 43,528 

persons or 7,842 families, '.,I, 

The Mandatory Administration estimetes,for 1947 are 
. 39,549 personsr ' ' fl :' , , 
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II, 

'?i'th regard to (3) the return of refugees no%' in the Caza 

arca ,to the Beersheba sub-district ~ould.affect mainly nomads 

(Beduin) and would involve about 35,CCC persons? 

The exact figure from Quaker estimates fire 34,665 persons 

or 5,702 families. 
There are no figures of the,Kanqatory Administration for 

this category, 

The complete operation envissgod by the Egyptian proposals 

as a Vhole would involve an estim&ted. mcximur: of about lC5,OCO 

persons, i.e. more than half the tots1 refugee population in 

the G:"za strip as estimated by the Quakers, 

An agreement betvlreen Israel and Egypt signed on 22 February 

1350 and kno::n as the modus vivendi authorized the cultivation 

by refugees of about half of the no manfs land in the north of 

Gaza and a small erea around the village of Abassan in the 

South, The remaining points are still under consideration by 

the Commission. 

THZ TRI.%JGLE (under Jordanian control) 

A. The inhrbitents of this area, including the refugees, 

are considered by the Jordanian authorities as being Jordanian 

citizens. 

B. The Commission hes proposed to tha Israeli delegation 

in Lauscnne that arrangements be mado to permit Arabs living 
in Arab-controlled territory to cultivete their lands which 

wore situated within Israeli-c,ontrolled territory; This matter 

involved a f'ev$ thousand Arab Palestinians mainly in the Tulkarm 

area. It was decided that the best solution -;fould be to submit 

the question to the Special Committoe crcatcd by the Armistice 

Agreement which had not met for some months. 

:;ccording to informetion recently received from the 

Corrmission9s Secretsriat in Jerusalem, the lands in question 

belong to Arab cultivctors livin;? fin 17 villccgos situated in 

the sub-districts of Jenin, Tulkerm and Rcmloh. The discussions 



on this subject in the Spocirl'Cpmmittoo set up undor .tho 
,‘I 

Israeli-Jordan A~,istice,,tlgscomont, with a view to enabling 
I' 

the owners to oultivkto these lends, have been abortive. 

The I'sraeli roprosontctivos 'meintE;in thct.thore are other : 
more impoyt~nt questions, such as those concerning Mount 
Scopus, Bethlehem and Latrun, which should receive prior 

consideration as laid down in Article 8 of tho,Armistice 

Agreement. The Jordan representatives ore believed, never- 
thcless, to have pressed the matter, pointing out that the 

harvesting of the crops sown bcfose the Armistice was 

., : involved and that the return of the owners would provide 

effective protection against mqrauders and permit the sowing 

of winter seed. The Israelis are said to have rejected ' 
these proposals on the grounds that the question was one 

'affecting the security of the country, and that it was not 

possible to allow soveral thousand Arabs to cross the lines 

at points of strategic importance, These'points are near 
the railway line from Te1,Avi-v to Haifa'and. st.a distance of 

only 15 kilometres from the‘soa. 
. 

C. Jordan has expressed its willingness to resettle 

refugees in its territory with intsrnetionhr financial 

assistance. 

III L SYRIA 

‘A, The Syrian Israeli Armistice Agreement authorized 

the return of approximately 3,009 Arab rofugces to their homes 

in .-the demilitarfzed zones, .T&se people have in f$st 

,. returned but hEving no assistance are finding * : it very diffioult 
to maintain themselves on the land and the Commission is 

informed that they are drifting. back to the refugee camps in 

Syria. . . , I. 
2, Syria has cxpressed,its willingness to resettle refugees . . ., ,', ,. 

I in tts'territory with internetion+ f+.anc,ial asqistance, ' 

. 



IV. ISR.AXL ---.- 

Aa Isrnol has.stated in the pc.st thc.t it was prepc)&d to 

accept within its prcsont borders an arab population of 

250,000 krc.bs. Israel states that it alreedy has an Arab 

population of obout 170,000 who QIFC considered as Israeli 

citizens. Israel scscrvcd the right to rcsottlc any returning 

rcfugocs whcrcvcr it saw fit, This Iaracli offer was rcjootcd 

by tho Arab States and though it hcs not boon explicitly ! ’ 

withdrawn , it is doubtful whcthcr it is stLl.1. opcrativo, 

B, Under an agrcemont reached in Lauscnnc under the auspices 

of the Commission, Israel has admi.-Ltod,Kp to tho present, about 

1,000 members of Arc.b families scparilted by the war, 


