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Mr, Rr,c&well (%%A,) * 
Dr, Azc6ra$e ~ b. ' . f C.' 

Chairma? 

Prinoipal 
Seqretary 

Retort by the Chairman sf the Mixed'Cainmittee uf Experts on 
Blocked Account;it. 

The PRINCIPAL SECRET.mY, 'speaking as Chairman &f the 
Mixed CommittQe, had tc, report that thus far the work of the 
Mixed CrJrmnittee had proved disappointing. He had anticipated 

that work would progress ,rapidly, since the Arabs were much 
interested in the subject,because of its dire& effect upon 
tha refugees, while the Israeli delegation had always expressed 
the desire to meet and discuss directly with Arab representatives 
and were being afforded their first opportunity to da SC). 
However, while personal relations between the repr~esentatives 
of the two parties had proved very smooth and cordial, both 
delegations were showing a certain Indifference~to the question 
at issue. The Israeli delegation had, indeed, produced an 
expert, but St had nst'yet been possible to begin a full 
technical discussion of the question, ,since the.Arab member 
of the Committee had thus far dean unable ta secure the 
presence sf an,expert or even tb -pr&dua& &y,documents or : 
figuri;s, Th6 &&etari&tis ecenkklx adviser had prepared a 
detailed'working paper to,'serve as a basis for elaboratjnn Of, 
the tebhnical psoc.edu,re to, be followed; ,the Committee had 
discussed the paper,, but could take no decisions.until an 
Arab expert was present, '. " " 

With regard to the future.wark'hf the Mixed COmmittee, 
the Principal Secretary painted out that for the time being 
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any further meetiingti 6otiLd b&“rio more than discussions in 
very general terms, It was possible that upon the return of 
the Principal Secretary and his sta’ff to Jerusalem, the 
eoonc,mid adviser could personally enter into contact with the 
experts and proper authorities in Caira and Tel Aviv, and, 

upon the basis of his inquiries, develpp a plan for a working 
procedure whibh could bC ‘subtiitted 4% t,he GeAeral Committee? 

Such a course, h&e,ve$, would imply abandoning the Commlssiants 
first effort at direct negotiations, and returning ta the old 
method of intermediary negotiations. by the Catiisrsion between 
the twu parties. 

Mr. EENISEY suggested that the General Comrnitteefs 

first action should be to convene a meeting with the Arab 

member of the Mixed Committee and endeavour to elicit from 
him a clear and definite statement of what could, $ exp+ted 
from his Government in the matter, . , a ’ .I. ’ 

Mr. ROCKWELL felt that such a meeting shiltild include 
all,the Arab delegations, and that if iti were”consider’ed 

impossible to secure the presence of an Arab expert in Lausanne 

3,immediately, the General CrJmmittae should suggest suspension 

of the meetings and resumption of work at a la& momen% in 
Jerusalem. . , , .I 

In this ctiniV%tion, Mr. Rockwell pointed out that the 

agenda of such ‘a tieeting should also include canoe rnor? the 
question of repatriation of members of’ separated familieq, since 

it was apparent that although the Israeli authorities’had, 
i lists of name’s pr’eptired, arid.’ that &rab regtiesentatives had 

,been authorised to receive the lists, neither side h&$ 3s 
ye% -taken the first step, . . *, 

..,. ., ..” - The C&XRMAN personally diq not wish to, addreqsr the. 
Ara’b delegations further an the subject uf the s,epa.r&e.d ,a 

f&m&&,’ but iid $t abject to’ $.naluding the,. subj$&. .in the ‘.y; . 
ag&ridb ‘of the meeging. :_: ,,, ;, ,, s :’ 

.‘. 
The Committee decide4 to convene’ a,,meetinf:‘with”‘the” 

Arab delegations the ,.%l&owi.ng morning,. to. dj.s&iss’die c$stians 

of the blocked accounts and of the separa;t’ed>fatiilies, 

” &xed Working GrrJuD on Ara.b sranae ‘arcWeq :‘. : 

The CHlflIRMAN.:su~ge$t~d’~h~~ ‘a ie%ter shitild be sent to 
the IsraoU. delegatirjn, infr,rming them that the Arab d@gatinns 
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The PRITJCIPA.~!I SECRET&? *explained’that the Secretariat .. ,*, 
wa’s ‘engaged in preparing a working. pgp&r, on’ this Subject, 
which $ould be submitted to‘ the Generdl Committee shrjrtly, and 

which it was hoped‘would be of as&&an& iti a’n eventual 
study of the question. 1. 

J?ho ComQ.$tee decided, to defer cans.ideration’af the 

question for the time be.ing. 

had accepted the draft terms of reference for the proposed 

mixed working group, with qne amendment, A@ re”que!sting a 
prompt,repl~~fMm the Israeli delegation as to ++ether.pr not 
it l Apt;.& . the ‘df;r;i--;J&& ., . .. ,( ,̂  . . ,. I. , , 

,.: j.’ ‘. . ;, .’ 

The PRINCIPAL SECRETriRY pointed out that the question of 

guarantees for the /Arab minority in Israel would be specifically 
mentioned in the notes to be sent by the Commission to the 

Arab and Israeli dek2gationS9 and would therefore become a 

subject of qecial study by the Commission, 

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the Arab delegations had 

already requested that United Nations observer’s should go to 
Israel and report on the condition’s under which Arabs at 
present in Israel were living, Ht; doubted whether the 

Israeli delegation would react favourably to such a suggestion, 
and qUeStioned whether the General Committee shoud raise the 

question at present with the delsgation of IsraoX, 

The PRINCIPAL SECRETPAY drew attention to the fact that 

if the subject were broached, a delicate question e,f reciprocity 

Would be raised, and suggested that the General Committee 
might for the present leave the matter tn the Commission, 
while instructing ‘the Secretariat to continue its studies, 

The Committee decided to defer consideration of the 
qu@stirJn for the time being-. 

The Commfttee agreed to place the question of a frontier 
agreement for the CUltivaticJn of Arab lands beyond the 
Israeli frontier 9 on lines suggested by the Technical Committee, 

on the agenda of the next meeting to be held batween the Commiti 
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and the deleg,ation of Israel, 

Wakf. nrgpertL(dn,cuq$t.s ComrGeni/ll and Gom,Jer/W28) 

The C!&nmittse aare@ to a suggestirJn nade by the Chairman 
that at the next meeting to be held with the Arab delegations 
a statement should be made tm the affect that the .problem uf 
Wakf property was still under consideration by the Committee 
but its diSdUSSion had been deferred until questions of greater 
urgency, gtill pending, such as the reunion of separated 
families and the unfreezing c/f blocked accounts, had been 
settled4 

Other busineu . 

.The Committee decidsd to submit a mqx?Jrt of.its activities ; :. 
'and its future plans to the C~~i~sio~ in the course of the 
following week, 


