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SIMMARY RECORD OF A MEETING BETWEEN
T CENGRAL. G OMME PTRE AND THO
DELHEGATIONS OF THE ARAB ©TATES

+ held in Lausanne on Monday,
12 Soptembar 1949, at 3,30 p.m.

Present: Mr, de la Tour du Fin (France) ~ Chairman

Mr, Yenisey (Turkey)
Mr, Rockwell : (U,5,4,) ,
Dr, Azcarate - Principal Secretary
Mr, Abdel Chafi Rl Labbane ~ Represgentative of
. g o hgyDt » |
Mr, HEdmond Roch | ~ Representative of
' ‘ the Hashemite Jordan
. Kingdomn _
Mr, Mohamed Ali Hawade - Representative of
‘ Lehanon
Mr, Ahmad Choukairi ~ Representative of
Syria

Isracll reply to propesal concerning & mixed working group
on Arab orange grovas ‘

The CHAIRMAN regretted to have to inform the Arab
delegations that the Israeli Govermaent had refused to endorse
the Cormittee's proposal9 on the ground that no outside bvody
could do nore toward the preservation of the orangas groves
than the Custédian of enemy property was at present doing,
The Israeli rcefusal would therefore prevent the estabiishment
of the mixed working group.

Mr, IABBANE (Egypt) affirmed that the refusal did not
cchic as a surprise Lo the Arab delegations, but merely as
further evidence of the lack of good faith of the Israeli
Government, The terms of reference prepared by the General
Cormittee were excellent and clear; the reasons advanced by
the Isracli Government for its refusal were arbitrary and
unfounded, He therefore, in the name of hls delegation,
réquested that the refusal should be clearly noted in the
Commigsionts fourth progress report,

Mr, CEQUKAIRI (Syria) considered it unfortunate that at
their last mecting with the Cormittee the Arab delegations
should be left with the feeling that the Jewlish delegation



still maintained unchangoed the position 1t had held sinee tha
bozlining of the tnlks, The Jews 1in this matter had acted
againgt the declsions of the General Assembly and the appeals

of the Cormission, as well as against international ctiquettos
he hold that theldr conduct whs unworthy of a morboer of tho
farily of natlons,  evertheless, the Arab delegations wero
grateful to the General Committee for its cfforts in tho rattor,
which had helped to ease the tension dn their wuinds,

Mr, ROCI (Hashoemite Jordan Kingdom) reenlled thiat from
the beginning of the Iausanne conforence the Arab delecations
hnd continually requestod tho repatriation of the ownors and
workers of the grovos, ‘The Technilceal Committee had, noreover,
stated in 1ts report thnt sonc of the groves could still be saved
if crmeorgencey neasures wore taken, Sinca the Custodlan of cnomy
property was sald to ba the only proper authority to suporviso
the groves, it was therefore his duty to sec that they wove
preserved, The Israeli refusal to accopt tho estublishuent
of the nixoed working group proved oncoe nore that Israsl wes
carrying out a systematic canpaign to destroy Arab proporty.

Mr, Rocl asked that the Commission should again take note of
the Israell delegation's refusal to cooperate, and shald call
attention in its forthecoming report to the rejection of the
nized working growup,

Mr, HAMADE (Lebanon) endorsed the views of hils colleapgues
and roeouested that it be noted In the record that tha drab
delegntions, having been informed of the refusal of the Israclis
to acecept the mixed working group, consldercd that the responsi-
bility for loss of tho groves lay cntlrely with the Isracll
Governnent,

The CHAIRMAN rcealled that tho General Committec had
soveral tines atteupted to promote enorgoney measurcs for the
proservatlion of the grovess; 1t wos therofore the first to doeplore
the roefusal of the Isracli Governrent, He could assure the Arab
dologations that the fact would be noted in the Commisslon's
report, 1n whatever torms the Comnlssilon might decn desirable,
He proposcd, nmorcover, that the Coﬁmittee should request the
Principal Secroetory, upon his arrival in Jerusalem, to contact
Mr., Clappy Chairman of the Bconomle Mission, on the subject of
the condition of the groves, and communicate to him all inforn-
ation on the matter which was in tho possesslon of the Committoc,

kMr, ROCH (Hashemite Jordan Kingdom) expressed the respect
of his delegation for ths Heonomic Mission and 1ts personnel,
but doubted whether they would be able to sstimate the damage
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to the groves for purposes of compensation; he felt that
without such an estimate the Misslon's report would again be
a superficial one, | |

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that although the General
Committee would suspend 1ts meetings for the period of the
Cormissionts recess, its work would be carried on in Jerusalem
during that time by the Principal Secretary, who would continue
to follow up the questlons of the orange groVes, The
repatriation of wembers of separated families, and the unblocklng
of Arab accounts,

Mr. IABBANE (Egypt) expressed approval of the plans out-

ined by the Chalrman, He felt, however, that although the

Jews often agreed in principle to a proposal, they subsequently
created conditions which made implementation of the proposal
impossible, while placing the responsibility for inaction upon
the Arabs, He feared that this policy would continue to

operate with regard to the questions of the blocked accounts

and separated families, In that connection he noted that the
Mixed Committee of Experts on Blocked Accounts would be forced

to meet without the presence of an Esraeli expert, and pointed
out that the expert originally provided by the Lopae1i delegation
had not been a financial adviser but simply a commercial attaché,
The Arab delegations could at any time have secured the services
of a similar attaché from a nearby consulate, but had preferred ¢
" to request from Cairo the highly qualified expert who had now
arrived,

With regard to the question of the separated families, he
recalled that the Arab delegations had accepted the praesent
procedure even though it placed thelr Governments in an inferior
positlon, The Jews, however, continued to maneuver and to do
nothing, The situation had become intolerable, and he felt that
the only solution lay in the creation of a mixed committee to
supervise the repatrlation programme,

Mr, HAMADE (Lebanon) supported the statements of the
Egyptian representative and his other colleagues, ‘
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