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COBISSTON FOR P.LE:TINE
GENERAL COM .ITTEFE

RESTRICTED

Com,Gen, /SR, L7
4 November 1949
ORIGINAL :ENGLISH

SUMLARY RECORD OF [ MEETING BETWEEN
THE GENERLL COMYITTEE aND THE'
DELEGsTIONS OF THE ARAB STATFS

held in New York on Friday,
4 November 1949, &t 4 p.m,

Present : lir, de la Tour du Pin (France) - Chairmen
Hr. Savut (Turkey) ,
Mr. Rockwell . (U.S.4.) :
Mr. hzcorate : - Principal Secretery
Mr, sbdel Chefi E1 Labbane - Representative of
. ) Egypt
Dr. Yusuf Heikel - Repreucntct1Ve of
the Hashemite Jordean
Klnguom
Mr, Ldward Ghorra - Representstive of
_ Lebanon
Mr. ishmed Shoukairi - Hepresentative of
syria

The CHLIRMAN recalled thet before leavinq'Lausanne
the General Committee hod requested the Prir neipzl Secretery
durlné the C@Kmlsslon'S'recess, to follow up oﬁ certein questions
which still remained unscttled. He paid tribute to the efforts
rincinal Secretery cnd the work uOCUmOLJSHCU by him in
Jeruszlem, ond, on the basis of his report, summarizecd the
gituction &g it stood &t present. ‘ '

veperated fe mll1€s. It was now possible to state thet
threc of the arab 3tatcs had named representetives te work |
with the Israeli representavives, and lists were being studied
by both parties. 4s regards Syria, there hod been o misunderstanc

ing; it appeared that the Syrian Goverment had not received the
Icrayll-GOVETQMGWt?S!CGrfCS} ndence, and neo represenbéative had

besn &apnointed., The Chalrmen therniore asked the Syrien repf.
rescntotive pr(&€nt to communicate with his Government and
inform the Gangr 21 Committee when and how Syrien renlescntatlves

T



could contact Isrcell represcntotives to deal with the
guestion. The Chairmen expresscd his conviction thet the
way was now open to a satisfectory solution of the problem.
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the nrab de l‘ sations that it would not be possible to
esteblish the propoueq mixed committee of cxperts to study

the problym-of preservation of the groves. ‘This failure
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ance such a committee or to permit access to the territory
by thc owners of the groves.,

Cultivetion of linug cut by the nrmistice Lin
The Cheirmen recallea thet the TLClAiQ&T COl,ittCE on Refuge:
had suggested measures to Lssist rtain Arab femilies livin

car Tulkerm, whose farmlands luy ont the Isreeli side of
the armistice Line. The question had been subnmitted to the
Special Cominittee set up by the Isreseli-~Jordanian Armistice
hgreement, which hed resumed meetings for the purpose.
Negotictions were now in progress; and while no definite
informetion had been received as yet, he could ¢ssure the
srab delegations thet the Commission was in constant tcle-
graphic contact with Jerusalem, and that as soon as inform-

ation wad received it would be communiceted to thc Areb

Arab blqpked aceounts, The Chairmen recelled Lh b

a Mixed Comwittee of Experts hod been csteblished to deal
with this question, The work had proceeded during the
1 7
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sion's r as, &nd the General ¥
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confidencc in the procedure gct up by the_Principal Secret-
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Orye Thc Commission's cconouic sdviser had been left in _
chirge ui the necessary preparatory work, end was maintain-
ing close licison with both perties. o further details
cuuld‘ﬁe given at present, but he assured the arcb delegat-
~ions thit the question was recelving ective consideration,
Mr. LiBBANE (Egth) endorsed the Cheirmen's '
tribute to the work of the Principcl Secretery; he &lso
extended a Welcome to the new members who hed joined the
Committec and the dalcgétions iﬁ Néw York, cxpresging
1n
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meetings in New York, - :
‘ ' Wlth ragard t) the rcuniting of SGpcrated fﬂmiliCS

Ly Ll
which hed prevailed in Lea usanne would be cvident during thc'



S 3 -
br. Lebbone referred to the suumary record of & meeting of
the liixed irmistice Commission on 10 October, in which it
wes reported that an Israell representetive from the Depart-
ment of Immizration had'requested lists of the fenilics

‘conccerned and had promised to submit his own lists of

femilics in the sector of Gaza-Refah, which had been establis

ed in conformity with the wishes of the Arubs in the Isreeli

zone. He understood from the Chairmen's stetenent that those
1ists hrd now becn esteblished, and asked when they hed been
prescented. _ ' '

The CHaIRMAN replicd thet the last informetion
received by the Commission hod been dated 27 October. hccord-
ing to that informction, the Hashemite Jordan Kingdom hed
sgreed to the procedure on 26 October; both partics were to
present lists at the fHllowing meeting, of which no report
hed as yet been received. 4s of the same date, the Egyptien

representative hodl still been cngeged in discussing procecure
rand no lists hod been exchenged. The Lebanese Government

had ogrecd to the suggested procedurc end had subuitted, on
27 October, lists toteling about 000 names. . L8 regards
; ) ] b

Syria, duplicates of the correspondence from the Isroell

Government, hod been despatched to Demascus. The Chairman‘
hoped thet the General Committee would be in a position to
furnish further informetion at the next meeting.

lir, LaBBaNE (Egypt), referring to the matter of
the orenge groves, said thit his deleg: tion had nothing
further to add to the stutewents it had mede in Lausanne,
enc. could nnly add its regrets to those cxpressed by the
Cheirmen. With regard to cultivetion of lands cut by the
Lrmistice Line, he drew ottention to the three proposcls’
mede by his Governmment on the subject, s reported to the

Comaission by the head of the Egyptian delegation (SR/NYM.3)5

4 The CHanIRIMLLE observed thit the question of the .
Lgypticn proposals still remeined on the agenda of the -

Comuission, which hed not yet tokeh o decision thereon, |, is
regires the preservetion of the groves, he wished to state
that the General Committec was not sutisfied with the

giltuztion ¢(nd did not consider that the natter was closed.

The cntire documentatiosn on the subject hed been furnished
50 the Economic Survey ilission; he did not know whether the




Mission would be able to &c¢hieve rcsults, but in any case they
had been inforumed of the situation,
Mr. sHOUKALIRI (Syrid) expressed his appreciation to
the Prineipal Secretary and to the General Commitbec for the
ground covered so fer; if the success achieved had been limited
in scope, he thought that no doubt cxisted as to the reasons for
thet lack of success. Like his collesgues, ‘he regretted the
foilure of  the Commlttae's efforts conccrning preservetion of
the groves, but hoped that the subject was not as yet a closed
one, With regaru to the other threc questions mentioned, he
expresseu satisfaction that they were recelving active consider-
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the progrags made would be commcnsurate
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with the importence of the problems involved. As regards the

o

position of his own Government in the matter of the separate

fuhill he wos convineced that Lh@re must have been a mis-
s h

hoped could be tracad and clerified to

He hoed one oubcestlnn he wished to place before the
General Comuittce. The question of coupensetion for property
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of rofugees not desiring to return to vl
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present an urgont matter, was nevertheless an outstending i
which hed not as yet been touched upon dir cctly, It was no
cessary to consider the metter of individuel claims at the

resent time, but since the question would reqy ettlement
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£V¢ntually, he invited the attention of the General Committee
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to.the metter, in order thot the gencrel principles to govern
the cventual scttlement might be esteblished.

| he CHaIRuLN affirmed that the Gene 1 Committee was
as aagar»to achieve results in all the matters pe ndlng as were

the Arab delegatinns, and accordingly was sparing no effort to

cdvance toward «

cch cage, He reitersted his

_ d
delegntion's long-standing interest in the question of the

reuniting of seporatcd femilies, and expresscd his hope that the
S Lyrien representetive would assist the Genercl Committee by
providing &1l possible information, in order that further delay
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might be cvoided. As regords the motter »f COMpeENsa On, the
Syrian representativets observations were pe 11nent, end in
Jalormity with erticle 11 of the resolution of 11 December 194LE;

'U.’l ey would be recorded and brought t> the :ttention of the

(“

‘CJMmlmul)ﬂ. He printed jut thet the question hed already been
dealt with, elthoush it hid not ns yet been delegeted tO the
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