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Consideration of preparatory work to be undertaken by the Commission's
experts (Part Two of Com. Gen/l7, note prepared by the Chairman of the
Committee. ) : R o :

At the opening of the ﬁeeting;‘oﬁe CﬁAiRMAﬁ.handed to the members
of the Committee end to the Pr1n01pal Secretary a note contalnlng some
suggestions for approaching the Commlttee's present task ‘that of
indicating ‘to the experts the steps to be taken for puttlng.into operation
the practical measures eﬁggested'in Pari Two‘of ££e éeneral Committee's
- Report and approved by the Commissior, The Chalrman recalled that those
practical measures related to compensatlon and repatrlatlon, he felt
that in the first place the Committee should examine the question of com-
pensation, and more particularly the assessment of refugee property.

To that end the first praotioal measure he envisaged was the
establishment of a list' of administrative services (of Israel of the
neighbouring Arab oountrlee and of the examandatory power) which might be
able to' furnish documentatlon to as51st in the task of assessment In
that connection, the Chairman stated that he was not in favour of the
. Suggeetlon which had been made for settlng up a refugee llalson commlttee,

as the work to be done would be of an approx1mete nature, contact w1th the
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refugess should be limited to requests for clarification of any points
which were obscure. | |
F'The PRINCIPAL SECRETARY sald that as it was hoped that Mr. Berncastle

woulq:shortly be in Jerusalem it might be preferable to await his arrival

before completiﬂg such a list of administrative services, as he would

probably have cvmpléte 1nformatlon on the whercabouts of any documentatlon
which remalned in the area, ) T

He felt that if the General Committee wers to proceed with some of
the guggegtions contained in the Chqirman's note, it might prejudice the
work of the Head of the Cffiéé Any work whlch mlght be carried out on
“this subJect should be purely prepwratory He had not, for instance,
envisaged establishing ‘contact with any government servicss before the
arrival of Mr. Andersen, with the exception of the Isrﬂel Custodian of

AbSentee Propwrty, who might be" approaohed wlth thu requust that he make

| avallable to the Comm1851on in due course, for purposes of checklng esti~
mates, the documentation on which he had "based his assessment of the value

of Arsb refugee property in Israel,

Mr. BARCO (United States) stated that it was his understanding that

since the Commission: had approved the four”points'éﬁggesféd'in the Com-

mittes's report, the task of proposing a concrete brdgfamme for putting

_those four points-into practice now fell td the Secretariat experts. It

would be premature for the Committes to lay down'an outline of work until
that had been done,

The CHALRMAN. agreed with Mr. Barco's’views bht'pbihtéd out that the

Commission, at its last meeting, had, at the suggestion of the Principal
Secretary, inStruqted the Ganeral'Committee‘itself to work out more precise

_directions for carrying out the programme .

Mr. BARCO (United States) felt that.the Commission's instructions

- should be interpreted in a very liberal way. The:Genersl Committee had

been instructed to.guide the work of:the experts, but it was for the

Sgcrepariap_ta carry.out the programme.
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In his opinion, time was the essential factor. What was needed was
that certain information should be available to the Commission within a
certain Eigg, and for that purpose the most importont question was that of‘
the available pepsonnel‘ Tho Committee should be inf Ormcd of the Secre~
tarlat‘s arrangements in that connectlon and it could then assist the
gxperts in carrylng out thelr respectlfc tasks.

Thr PRIPCIPAL SEDRFTARY explalq d hls view of the situation, The
Commission had suspended its plenarJ meoulngs and, decided that the General
Committee should remain in activity until th=1r resumption. It had
appeared to bo the 1ntentlon that the Pr1n01pql Secretary should submit a
plan for the 1mmediate 1mplomcntatlon oi tho four-point programme, and at

‘the last meetlng of the Commission he had, in fact, suggested to the Com-
miesion that, ojhoé“it'had been decidec that th" General Committee should
remain in sessm‘n, 1t mlght be more normal fur the Commlttea itself to work
out the detalls of the programme which 1t whs *ospon31ble ior carrylng out
.durlng the 1ntorven1ng periecd before the arrival of the Hs qd of the Office.
TThbre had been no suggestlon that the Secretariet wished to shlft the

!

re5p0n81blllty to the Gunerrl Committec; it had been merely a question of
the post nonnal procedure. The Secretariat had no special role to fulfil
..1n thls partloular oase - 1t had the pelmanont role of assisting the Com-
mis sion and its Commlttee in every way In faot, the term "the Commission’
{1mpllod the Comm1551on and the Secrebprlwt, and the term "the Commlttee”
| 1mplled the Commlttee and the Secretariat. |
o The Prlnc1pal Secretarv continued by p01nt1ng out tt et if he had
submlttod to the Comm1s51on, at its last moetlng, dctallod plan for
.!carrylng out ths four~p01nt programme, it was probable thnt the Comm1551on
' would have approved the plan and instructed tha Principal Secretany to put

it 1nto operatlon. Such a procedure nwphu have placed the General

Commlttoe in rather a dlfflcult pos1twnn. Taking inte nccount all the aspedeof
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the 51tuatlon, he felt it was prbf srable to follow the normal procedure of

; the Secretariat working under the auspices of an organ of the Commission.

FI At;th; request 6ﬁ;ihe‘0hairman, the Principal Secretary then Qut—

. Lin¢d his.ide§§‘§s tp what could be aqcomplisﬁed towards the implemént¢—
‘tioﬂ of_the féur points, pending thg arrival of the Head of the Office and
tﬁe resumption of the Commissidn's msetings,

o The first point called for the establishment of an estimated total
valuslpf abandoried féfugee property, end involved, as he saw it, three
differént%factors,‘_ Firstly, the work of sampling was already being car-
fied‘out by two mgmbers of the,United,Nations'Field Servige, on-the basis
of the UNRWA fact sheets . following a statistical method worked out by

Mr FlShuTa The work was proceeding satisfaqtorily,aqd.it‘was anticipated
that after six or eight weeks soms result would have been .achieved which

: ﬁ@uld be an_important'element in the determination,of an Qstimate.u ‘

lSeqondly,'the Principal Secretary felt that Mr, Berncastle's help
vwould bu 1nv11uablb in arrlvwng spa Ldlly Qt total estimate, in view of

‘the experience which he had gained as Chief Veluer with the Mandatory
Admi@i#tration, and that his arrival should be awaited beforg an.estimate
'w#éfmﬂlyamimdat Mr, ﬁshwvmsatpmswtianﬁmlﬁmﬁme

t.pﬁrpqge of ascartaining, with Mf.,Berncastle,.thg bcstﬁmsans of consulting

‘the land records which had been removed to L01don It might perhaps be
‘possible for Mr, Berncastle tokbrlng with him & photofilm of those -documents.
o . The third step he envisaged in comnection with the first point of the
programﬁe was a more forﬁal contact - perhaps throuéh the Qhairmanqof:the
Commission - with the Israsl Custodian of Absentee Proverty. Upifo the
presént.ﬁheCoﬁmiésion‘s economic adviser had héd moTE or less persgnﬁl
Qonfact% ﬂﬁtﬁ,thﬂt officﬁﬁl but the Cbmmittea‘would probably feel that the
time had come to take up official contagt with him. The Principal Sec-
réL ary suggested that the eactlon of th@ Israel'Government,tolan official

_ anproach to the Custodlan mlght show hOW‘SlnC :re were that Government's -

offlclal pronouncements as to its willingness to co-opsrate with the Commis~

sion on the question of compeénsation,
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”‘Thﬁ sécond point of the programme was a strictly financial one,
The‘Commission‘s economic advissr would‘begin immediately with the study
of the finanqial potenfial‘ofilsragl, b@Sed on & consultgtion of available
séurcas.‘r ThevPrinciéal Secretary than informed the"Committae that for
some time past he had.been urging upon the Secretary-Gensral the necessity
9f bbﬁa@ningvthe services of an expert in international financial matters,
preferably‘qge with experience in intsrnational banking, who would be. able
to work“out practical_means of obtainingba-ipan to cover the paymsnt of
compensation. It was hoped_that the services of:suqh an oxpert would
shortly be obtained.
| The third point concerned the relationship bstween the compensation
fund and the reintegration fund,‘which would have to be discussed with the
Relief =nd Works Agency. At the present time, plans wgra,got far enough
adyanced, eiphsr:fgr ths reintegration fund or for the compensation fund,
to ;gable a formula to be worked out, and the Principal Secretary felt that
“in.the meantim& the ground should be prepared by continuing liaison with
UNRWA at the administ?ative level, He himself proposed to visit.Beirut
in the»near‘future for that purpose.

The fourth point called for plans for repatriation. A study was
now being mede by Mr. d'dsterno of the attitudes adopted by the parties
and of tthCommission's position on this‘question sinqe‘phe beginning, to
form the basis for the Commission's examination of the problem.  Once this
study wés_finished the Sacretariat would prepare a practicel and concrete
~plan for limited and immediste repatriation to be kept in reserya-in the
event that the Commission‘might deem it useful,

Those were the four points which had been the subject of the General
Committes's programmé. There were also one or two other questions which
hhad arisen in the Commission's discussions. One was the definition of a
; '”;efugea'having 2 right to compensation'. A study was being underﬁaken
by ¥Mr. Erim to aid the Commission in arriving at such a definition,

Finally, there was the quostion of blocked accounts.  The Prineipal

Secretary recalled that Mr. Barco, accompanied by the Commission's economic
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advisar, was visiting London for conversations with government officials.
On their return the possibilitiss would he revﬁewad, not only for the
implementation of the plan for relausing E100. por account; but also for
an eventual unfreezing of the entire smount 6f the blocked accounts.

The CHAIRMAM th#nked the Principal Secretary for his sxposé and
thought that the studies which were now in prongSSEWOuld be very useful.
- ir. BARCO;(United States) suggeéted that 25 the wérk'outlined by
the Pr1n01nel Sgcretary progressed, the Committee mlght constitute as it

ngreva practical Worklng group with the Secretarizt experts and from time
to time review the information which was being obtained.

RvgﬂrdLng the Pr1n01pr1 Saeretary's refarence to the financial expert
| who had buen requested Mr.: Barco felt that the Gens rel Committee should
do Vverythlng possible.to. urge the necessity for the :mmedletc services of
such an cxpert o | . |

At the suggestion of Mr. ERALP (Turkey) the -Ghairman's note was
hended to the Secrsteriat to assist in formulating its plaﬁ of work.

| The CHATRMAN said that the Committes. should now decide what action
Waé'immediately necessary,- He felt that the Chairman of the Coﬁmiésion
should approach the Israel Ministry for Foreign Lffairs and arrahge for
_thu approprlate departments of the govurnment to co- opgrntg w1th the Com—
m1551on‘s expﬂrts.‘ This might be done either by a lettur or by personal
contéct or both, but in his. opinion it should be donﬁ at once,
| The Govermmsnt of Israsl might be"requested to designate, say, an
axpert on Arab propsriy.questions (the: Custod1an was the obvious choice
tque){ an expert on financisl questions, and a leg 21 sxpert, to co~op0rate
with the Commission, It-would have bzen desirable, he felt, to infomm
. th VGOVbrnmunt Qt the same time: of the names of" the Conm1551on's expcrts,
‘“but 1t appcared th(t at the, moment that was not possible in every case.
Mr 'BARCO (Unlted States) agreed that thls approach should be made

at once.  The most important aspect at pr&sent was that officiel contgct
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should be established with the Custodian of Absentee Property. It would
also bz useful if complete information regarding Israel's financial
position could bs obtained from the government services concerned.

After discussion, it was decided to request the Principal Secretary

to prepere a draft letter from the Chairman of the Commission to the
Government of Israel, requesting the designation of experts te co-operate
with the Commission on the qusstion of compensation,

The Committee also expressed the hope that it would soon be possible
to inform the Government of Israel of the names of all the Commission's

experts.

The meeting rose a2t 12.45 p.m,




