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In pursuance of the resolution of.14 December 1950, the Conciliation 

Commission is directed to establish an Office which, "unqer the direction 

of the‘commission, shall: 

” (a.) Make such arrangements as it may consider necessary for the 
assessment and payment of compensation in pursuance of para- 
graph 11 of General Assembly resolution 194 (III) of 11 
December 1948; 

V(b) 

P 

!‘(c) 

Work out such arrangements as may be practicable for the 
implementation 'of the‘bthc;r objectives of paragraph 11 of 
said resolution; 

,, " 
Continue consultations with the parties concerned regarding 
measures for the 'protection of the rights, property and 
interests of the rafucees;li 

. 

It-is left to tha Commission to CJrganize the Office as it sees fit, :.. 

The fact that it is a subsidiary body of the Commission would seem to ,. 

indicate that it should be headed by a person responsible to the Co&r&s- 
.' 

sion; 

' The Office is,to be under thz direction of the Conciliation Com- 

'tiission, Its.Head, therefore, will,not have t& power to take final 

decisions on questions of a .general n,ature. With this reservation, and 
'. 

except for matters falling within the competance of other United Nations 

.bodies, hc will nevertheless be fre+ to decq$e on the most appropriate 

ways of obtaining the collaboration of the pnrties. In particular, as 

concerns the provisicns of paragraph (a) above (assessment and payment 

of compensation), the Head of tha Office will not be competent to make .' 



arrangements h%ich would be binding on the partics. Neither the Office 

nor the Conciliation Commission itself possl;sses such powers, Tn this 
,. 

respect the task o f the Office can bo compared to thzt of a committee of 

investigatikn S Its conclusions can be rejected by one or other of the 

parties or by both. 

As IT~,F-~~s pcragraph (b) abcjvo, which instructs the Office "to work 
,, ., : '-" _ ,. ,. . . . . - 

cut such arre.qements 'as &y‘b'e&acticahle for the implementation of the 

other objectives of paragraph 1111 of GenerLL'kssembly resolution 194 (III), 

its primipal aim is to make arrengements for the repatriation of the . 

refugees and for ,the payment to them <if ccmpensation,due them for damags 

to the$r propczty. 

It appears that there is no question here of setting,up suitable 

‘bodil~s ix c7.y ry i:ut the actual rspatriatinn, ., The r^ole of the Office 

c~ppcar~ $0 be !:,hat,cf a regul.at,inP agent between, on 'the one hnnd, Israel 

and the refu~:ee r: a&, on the other hand, Israel an?. the authorities of 

the countries in whcsa territory the refugees to be repatriated are at 

present residing. Its Klc consists, in effec't, according to the terms 

of paragraph (S) above, 
', 

in 'Fzssisting the repatriation of,‘ the refugees, . . ;., ., 
In this connccti!..n it will consult &.th the Government of Israel, the 

/irab authr,rities and U&WA. In agreement with the latter Agency it will 

draw up a plan for repatriation which will be submitted'to'the authorities 

concerned for ay~proval~~ .' 

As regards the payment of compensation due to refugees who return 

tc Israal,'tho Office could. help in ,thiS cinncctidn by proposing to the . . . .._ ." .~. . .,. I ., ._ . . - 

Government of,Israel,that an international.bcdy be set up to give final 

Judgments regarding claims',made by.ropatriated refugees, ,If this pro- 

posal is not kcepted, the office cciuld suggest the acceptance of certain 

criteri?. which would permit the assissment of a lump.sum, to be allocated 

among inc!ividusl refugees. : 

The resettlement (2 the repatriated refugees and their economic and 

social rehabi.litation will depend tc: a great extent on collaboration. with 



, 
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UrtRWA , If repatriation is to be in the form of resettlement in Israel, 

the United Nations body directly concerned in such an operation 

That Agency is, in fact, caring fnr refugees who are at present 

but away from their homes. 
I ,. 

is UJXRWA, 

in Israel 

With repard to the economic anil social rehabilitation of the refu-. 

@x?s, whoth,;r repatriated or reintcgrnted in the Arab countries, the 

Office could assist by making reccmmcndations to the Government of Israel 

or to the lireb Gnvernments, The rec~mmendntions which it might make 

would deal, frr example, with the rights of minorities, the personal and 

legal status of the refugees, labour legislation and social security, and 

any other similar questions, 

Par;!.graph (c) above envi.sa;;p:s that the Office will continue consul- 

tations with the parties, iie. with Israel and with the Arab States, with -- 

a view tc .the protection of the rights, property and interests of the 

refugees. This does net involve an extension of the functions given to 

the Office by paragraphs (a) and (b), which alreaijy cover the principal 

rights, property an:! interests of the refugees, Paragraph (c) has, thsre- 

fore , a subs5diary character, Moreover , the final paragraph of the 

resolution c&f 14 December 1950 calls upon the govsrnments concerned to 

undertake measures to guarantee 'cc the refugees equality of rights. It 

is on these lines, and under the Fu-irlance of the Conciliation Commission, 

that the Head c!f the Office will undertake his consultations. 


