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'Thé'Structure.athCompetence of the Office
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In pursuancée of the resolution of 14 December 1950, the Conciliation
Commission is directed to establish an Office which, "under the direction
of the Commission, shall:

"(s) Make such arrangements as it may consider necessary for the
asgsessment and payment of compensation in pursuance cof para-
graph 11 of General Assembly resolution 194 (III) of 11

- Decembar 1948;

(b) Work‘qutvsuch_arrangements as may be pradticable for‘the
implementation of the ‘cther objectives of paragraeph 11 of
said resolution;

"(c) Continue consultations with the parties concerned regarding’

measurss for ths protsction of the rights, property and
interests of the refugees;!

It is left to the Commission tc organize the Office as it sees fit,
The fact that it is a subsidiery body of the Commission would seem to
indicate that it should be headed by a person responsible to the Commis-

sion,’

* The Office-is toc he un@er tha dirgction of the Conciliation Com-
mission, Its Head, therefore, will nct havé thc.power_to‘téke finall
decisions ¢n questions of a.genara} natﬁre, With this reservatibn, and
excépt for matters falling within the compétenéélof otﬁer Uﬁited Nﬁtidns
‘bodies, he will neverthelsss be fres to decidevc# the most apprgpriate
ways of obteining the collaboration of the pérties. In particuiaf, és
concerns the provisicns of paragraph (a) abo§§ (assgssmﬂnt and payﬁent

of compensation), the Head of ths Office will not be‘competent to make



arrangements which would be binding on the partics, Neither the Office
nor thp Cmnrlllatlun Cﬁmm1551on itself possesses such powers, In this

:pect thu iask of the Office can be compared to that of a conmittee of
inVestigation} | Itb ~conclusions can be rejected by one or nther of the
parties or by both.

As regeris paragraph (b) abuvg,”whighf%psﬁrpcgg'ﬁhs Office "to work
ocut such arraigéments'éé'ﬁéﬁnﬁéwﬁfaéﬁicagié”fdglﬁhé iﬁpiementation of the
other objesctives of paragréph il“‘of.GenefalTAssembl& resolution 194 (ITI),
i?ﬁ:principal aim 1s to make arrangements fo; the repatriation of the
refugees and for the payment to them Qf cempensation due them for damege
Lo thgir'propert&;“ -

| it appears that there is no qﬁesiion here of setting.ﬁpvsuitable
bodigs te corry cubt the actual rep%triation. The_r%le of thg Office
appears to be “hat of & regulating ﬁgent_beﬁween, oh the'one‘hand, Israel
and the refugees and, on the other hand, Is rael and the authorities of
the cduntfieg ip‘ﬁhps§ tefri£Qrf>the réfugees to be repatriated are at
presentlrgsiding. Its ¥ole consjsts, in effedt"abcordingvto the terms
ofzparapraph (b) abcve,v}n blsﬁ“ng the repxtrlﬁtlon of the refugbes.
In this connecticn it w1l] consult with the vaernmﬂnt of Isracl the
Arab authorities and‘UNRWA. In agreement with the latter Agency it will
dréW'up-a plah for repatriation which will be submitted to the authorities
concerned fﬁr anproval, |

As regzrds the payment of compensation due to refugees who return
te Israel, the Offlce eould help in- tth conncctlmn by proposing to the
Government Qfelsrael,that an. international body be set up to give’ ilnalv
judgments rbgarding;claimsymade by‘repatriéted~refugéesﬁ If this Pro-.
poéal‘is notv&ccepﬁed,-the Of fice éouid sﬁggesf £he,acceptance of certain
criteria which would permit the assbssment of a lump'.-sum,'to be allocated
amnngAindividuéi fefugees. ” ._

The ressttlement of tho rcpa+r1ated rcFug“@s aﬁd their econcmic and

social rehabilitation will depend to é great extent on collaboration with
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UNRWA, If repatriation is to be in the form of resettlement in Israel,
the United Naticns body directly concerned in such an cperation is UNRWA.
That Agency is, in fact, caring for refugees who are at present in Israel

but away from thelr homes,

With regard to the economic and social rehabilitation of the refu-
gees, whether repatriated or reinﬁmgrated in the Areb countries, the
Office could assisﬂ by making reccmmendations to the Government of Israel
or to the Areb Governments, The recommendations which it might meke
would deal, for example, with the rights of minorities, the personal and
legal status of the refugees, labour legislation and social security, and
any cther similar questions,

Paragraph (c) above envisages that the Office will continue consul-
tations with the parties, i,e, with Israel and with the Arab States, with
a view tc the protection of the rights, property and interests of the
refugees, This does net involve an extension of the functions given to
the Office by paragraphs (a) and (b), which already cover ths principal
rights, property and intsrests of the refugees, Paragraph (¢) has, thers-
fore, a subsidiary charactsr, Morsover, the final paragraph of the
resolution of 14 Dscember 1950 calls upcon the govarnments concerned to
undertake measures to guarantee to the refugees equality of rights. It
is on these lines, and under the guidance of the Conciliation Commission,

that the Head of the Office will undsrtake his consultations,



