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On 23 Octobsr 1948, 'His Holiness

concerning Jerusalem and the Holy Pl ces, The official %
English text as reproduced in the New Yori Times of 24 Ocbtober
1948 is circulated herewith for the information of the Committee

on Jerusaleam,
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_ Amidst the many worries which besst us in these days,
.80 fraught with consequences decisive for. the life of mankind
and which make ug feel all the more the burden of the .Supreme
Pontificate,that caused by the war now convulsing Palestine

ocouples a special place.

We can sgay with all truth, Venerable Brethren, that
neither joyful nor sorrowful events can lessen the sorrow

| Pope Pius XIT sddressed
to all ocatholic Archbishops and Blshops an encyclical letter
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which segrs our soul at the thought that the blood of men :
continues to flow frsely on the soil on which our Saviour _ by

Jesus Christ shed his blood to bring.to all humanity without
distinction redenption and salvation; that‘unde: those skies
through which echoed, on that prophet;c,night, the evangeliocal
message of peace, fighting continues, the misery of the poor
and the fear of the affrighted ara incrcasing, while thousands
of refugees straying and driven from their homes wander from
their country in. search of shelter and food
And what makes our grisf even more intcnse ars not only.
the.repofts which oontinually_dome in to us of the destruction
and,damaga‘suffaréé by Holy Places, but also the anxiety which
“these reports arousge in us for the fatg of the sams Holy Places
lwnich gocattersd through all.of Pmlestlne and especially on o
the soil of the Holy Gity, wers sanctified by the birth, life

and death of Our Saviour.
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It is not necessary to assure you, Venerable Brothers,
that surrounded by the spactacle of so many svils and envisaging
aven greater evils, we did not close ourselves up 1ln our grief,
but we have done everything in our power to find a remedy for
the m. B o |

Speaking even before the armed oconflict began to a
delegation of distinguished Arabs coms to rsnder us hommage,
we manifested our lively sollicitude for peace in Palestine
and, condemning every recourse to acts of violence, we declared
that this peace could not be brought about exeept in truth and
justice, that is, in respect of everybody's rights of the
acquired traditions, aspecially in thse religious field, as
also in the strict fullelmant of the dutiss and obligations
' of each group of the inhabitants.

Once war was daclared, without abandoning the attitude of
impartielity imposed on us by our apostolid mission, which
places us above the conflicts which agltate human soclety, we
did not fail to bend our efforts in so far as seems feasible
to us and according as the oceasion offered for the triumph
of justice and peace in Palesvine and for the respecting and
safeguarding of the Holy Places. |

At the seme time, although besét by the numerous and
pressing appeals which deily reached thig epostolic seer, we
have éhdeavoured.té‘éome'to'the aid of the unhappy vietims of
the war and we have sent to our representatives in Pelestine,
in the Lebanon and in Egypt, the means at our disposal. We
have also encouraged the launohing and extension by the
Gatholics of various countries, of charltable enterprises
for the same purpose.

Convinced too, that humen means will not suffice to find
| an aduquato solution to a problem, the exceptional complexity
. of which is apparent to everybody, we have had above all
recourse to the great means of prayer. In our recent encyelical
letter "Auspicia'Quaedam" (certain tokens) we invited you,
Venerable Brothers, to pray and to get the faithful entrusted
to your pastoral care to pray so that, under the auspicss of
the Most Holy Virgin, differences may be settled W1th Justice
and peace and concord rsturn to Pulestine.

!
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We know that our appeal was not addressed to you in vain -
Nor are we unmindful that while we in union with the whole
Gatholic world were exerting ourselves for peace in Pelestine
by our prayers and afforts, men of good will, 10 whom'we
gladly pay a tribute of praise, were multiplyiﬁg their noble
efforts for the sams purpose without regard for the dangers
and sacrifices which they incurred,

~* Nevertheless, the continuance of the conflict and the
inereasing growth of the moral and material losses which
inexorably accompany it, induce us to Tenew our ahpeal to you
with still greater insistance, in the hope that it may be
hearkened to by the whole Ghristian'world.

As we stated to the members of the Sacred College of
Carcinals on June 2nd last, in aoquainting them of our snxiety
for Palestine, we do not believe that the Caristian world
could look on with indifference or with barren indignation,
while the Huly Lend, to which all approached with the greatesmt
reverencse and kissed with the most ardent love, s still being
trodden by troops at war and subjeot to alr bombardments.

We do not believe that it could allow the devastation of the
Holy Places to become complete, the great gepulchre of Christ
to be destroyed. |

, We are confident that the fervent appeals arising to the
ompipotent and all-merciful God from the Christiang scattered
throughout the world, together with the hopes of so many .
noble hesrts ardently solicitcus for what is true and good,
will serve to render less arduous for the men who governed

the destinies of peoples the task of giving to Palestine the
real benefit of justics.

We are convinced that these supplications and hopee,
indicative of the value which such a large number of people
attribute to the Holy Places, will deepen the conviection in
the high assemblies in which the problem of peace is being
discussed that it would be expedient, as a better guarantes
for. the safaty of the sanctuaries under ths presant circumst en-
ces, to give an international character to Jerusalem and ites
' vieinity where so many and so precious reminders of the life
and death of our Savicur are to be found. It 1s also necessary
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to'a3sure with internaﬁional guarantees both the right of frese
aceess to the Holy Places scattered throuéhout Palosbine and
the freedom of religion and the respect for customs and
religious traditions. | |
' And may the dey soon coms when men will again have the
possibility'of going in pilous pilgrimages to the Holy Places
to find there again revealed, in those living monuments of ‘
the love which exalts itself in the sacrifice of life for
others, the great secret of the peaceful co-eéxistence of all
pecoples. ‘

With this hope we dmpart from our heart to you, Venarable
Brothers, to you faithful and to all those who will take our
appeal to their hearts, our apostolic blessing as a pledge
of divine favours and in token of our benevolence.



