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o tter dated 31 Mny 1949, addrsssed i
L by Mr. Walter Eytan, Head of ths Delsgation of. Israel o |
. to the Chelrman. of the Committee on Jerusalem. in .. I
. Tesponse to the Juestionnaire dated 3 May 1949 i
.concerning ean Iuburnational Regime for thy Jerusalem Lo £
Arca._(Document Gom. Jer./6) » o y :

Slr, :
,‘?' My delegation has now had an opportunlty of considering
the questionnalre submitted to it by your oommittee on. "’
Brd hey 1949. _ C

In reply to the flrst questlon - about the ‘kind of
guarantees and 1nternatlona1 sanctions we oon51der necessary’
to ensure the permanenoe end stablllty of hn’ international
regime for the Terusslem area - I wish to -§ay'thet in our -
view it would not he’ posslble to devxse effective guarantees
if by Man 1nternational regine for the Jerusalem area" ig
meant a system of direot international govvrnment of the
‘ Jeruselem area as a whole, We consider a soheme of this
kind impracticable and, partly on aocount of its impractica»
bility, undesirable,. .

With regard to tne sacond questlon - whuther we | consider
that the Jsrusalem area should be. olaoed under the exclusive
authority of the Unltod ﬂations‘— I would refer you to a =
statement made offlcially on 5th May 1949 by Mr. Aubrey Eban
before the 'Ad Hoo Political Committes of the U, N. General
Ausombly '"Tne Governemont of ‘Israel. advooatae and supports
“the establishment by the Unxted Nztions of an’ 1nternational
reglms for Jsrusalom conesrned exelusively with ‘the: antrol ;
and protection of Holy Plaoes ‘and sites®. . : _ﬁ

Your oommittee's thlrd and following ‘questions deal
with the sventuality that “the area cof Jerusalem might be

divided into two: ZOﬂuS, in whleh the authority of the
ntighbourlng States could be exercised in respect to: all
‘matters’ not rJSorved to the edeusiVe oomnctsnoe of the*‘
1nternational regime.~ My delegation g of the opinion that
the division of Jerusalem into two zones offers far better
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prospects of an acceptable solution than the establishment of
an internationsl adminiStratidn for Jerusalem'as é whole, which
my Government is not able to countenance. Thas integration of
the ‘Jewish part of Jerusalem into the economic, political
and;admiﬁistrative framework of the State of Israsl has taken
plaece as a natural process arising from the conditions of war,
end has been paralleled by a similar prdcess on the Arab side.
This intbgratlon, as Mr. Bban pointed out on -the. ocoasion I
heve referred o above, is not incompatibla with the establish-
ment of an international regime charged with full.juridical
status for the effsctive protection of the Holy Places. My
Government favours an international regime which applies to
the.whole areg of Jerusalem, but which is restricted functionelly
S0 as to be concerned only with the protection and control of
Holy Places and not with any purely secular or political
aspects of life and government.

Concerning the protection of Holy Places, may 1 rcfer
you to the statement of policy made on behalf of my Government
by the Prwsident, Dr. Cheim Welzmann, on the 23rd April
last: "The Government and psople of Israel are conscious of
the international intersst in the gafety of the Holy Ploces
and the right of fres accegs to them. We pledge ocurgelves

~-to ensure full security for religlous Institutions in the

exercise of their functions; to grant the supervision of the
Holy Places by those who hold them sacred; and to encourags
and accept. the fullest internationsl safeguards and controls
for thsir immunity and protection".

Iy Government is ready to dlscuss administrative arrange-
‘ments (s.px. for the organisation and use of common public
facilities eand services) in the Jerusalem area with the
authority which controls the Arab part of ths. arca.

For a full statement of my Government!s. views on the
future of Jerusalem I should like to rafer you to the QGtailed
statement of iir. Eban which I have mantionsd above. My
delegation has already made coples. of this statement available
to the Coneiliation Commisgion. Membors of the. delegation will
be glad to furnish any further information that may be desired
in ths course of a meeting with your committes.

Yours faithfuliy,

- 8/ wWalter Eytan
Fand of Israsli PDal- eation.



