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. SUMMARY RKCORD OF A WERTING BETWERN THE
COMUTTTEE ON JERUSALEN AUD AMW/R BRY BL KAATIE,
MAYOR OF JERUSALEM (ARAB SECTOR)

held in the Municipality, 0ld City, Jerusalem;‘
, on 14 March 1949,

i

Present: Anwar Bey el Khatib - Mayor of Jerusalem (Arab Sector)

#

Mr., Halderman - (U,8.A,) - Chairman

Mr. de la Tour du Pin (France)

Mr. Benoist (France)

Mr. Yenisey (Turkey)

Mr. Eralp (Turkey)

Mr. Barnes . = Becretary

Mr. Bulos - Transjordan Liaison Officer.
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After an exchange of greetings‘the CHAIRMAN explained the purpose of
the Committee's work and of its visiﬂyto the Mayor. He said he hoped the
Mayor would give thé Committee a f;ank statément of his.ip%nion with respect
to the 1nternatlonalizatlon of Jerusalem. B

The MAYOR reviewed the background of mllltary actlon 1n the City of
Jerusalem from the cnd of the Mandat@ to thc present tlme

Concerning the question of 1ﬁternablonallzatlon, the Mayor said he
was willing to discuss it Qith the Commit%ée apart from.the total problem of .
a peaceful settlement onlx;because he reéggnized that Jeréééiem was tke
special responsibilitv of the Cémmittee;“' ‘ :ﬁ,

The Mayor said that in hlS oplnlon an 1ntcrndtlonam regime for
_Jerusalém.was imp;acticable and impossiblerf implementatlon,ifor a number

.

of reasons:
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(1).:The. international commnity was not able touassure an
international regimc for the City. He pointed' out that the second
World War had beun over .Eorthrea, years and the Great Powers had not

;y’a,t bcen able to work out peace %ttlume,nta.
" "‘ ' 2) An J.nternatlonal regire w- 114 require a large international
military-or pol:Lce. force, and to this day it had heen impossiblu to

ereate such a. fome, e e el i e e e

(3) An :mternatn.onal Jc r'us,xlt,mwould give rise to a series of
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future disputes and troubles.
(4) The intercst of the internaticnal community was based
primarily ont he Holy Places,  For seven hundred ye,ars undcr Arab

rule inthe City the: £ had bbbn no major dlifloultles regard:mg the

Holy Places. The,v had been justly and promrlv aared for under the

A

Moslem Arab r'eg:me (
. . . L

(5) Intcrnatlonallzatl o1 w>uld have the most unportant effect

upon Arabs, because in the nunicipal arsa of Jerusalem two thirds of .
the propbrty, ‘even in chz.sh quarters, Was Arab-owned

(6) To 3.1’1‘@@1"1‘1&131\.)1’1:11’3‘20 thc, City wou].d mean rcmov:mg the huart ,

of Arab Palestlnu and leldln,E’ the torrltnry into’ two parts - nor‘th
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- and south
As tc, ‘oha, poss:.b:.llty of d:m.dn.ng Jerusalem into tw'\ autonomnuu Cltlbs

re:

.th@ Ma.yor said such a plan‘ was also mpraotlcwble , since 1t WOuld :anolve
a chvz.s.mon of streets r;nldﬂweh .hc:uses. . QU.C]’], a plun would alsr:» :anr*lve the
- quésticni of A -éor'_‘fidaf‘"iiﬁkihg‘ Jérhsalem with Sther 'p’aft“é‘"b'r Palestine,
~The-Mayer saild: theionly possible settlement Would be L& makithe
Jem.lsalem.area an ,Arab ciﬁy. | He vJa'r,*n,eg;l','.t,hQ Co;rmnittee.ffc.ha'b it should not
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be decm\red rmto thlnk;ng, tlnt the, J@wn.sh vmtomes An Jerusalem wcru
permanent and statecl shhat. any plur'whlch might be’ evolvcd should embodv the

posslblllty of a permancnt veace and avoid the ‘risk of new hostilities m

/ the futura
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the future., ~ The Arabs, he‘said, would be pérfeqtly willing to guarantee
full local autonomy within the City under their control.

In response to a question as to his precise medning, the Mayor replied
that the only solution for Jerusalem was to creabte an Arab regime fof the
entire arga delimited in the Assembly's resolution,  The City, he said,
would necessarily have to be oriented, politically and’ economically,
towards the adjacent Arab States. He said this was a statement of final
position and principle, from which a recession only in minot detail would
be possible.

The Mayor was asked if he did not see any édvantages to be gained from
the plan set forth by the Assembly. ‘He said that he did not see any such
advahtages and that in his opinion any internationalization scheme would

be unenforceable for reasons which he had previously stated.

However, the Mayor stated, in reply to a direct question, that he
wwuid be williﬁg to discuss with the Committee any formula which it might
éﬁolvé after its work had progressed somewhat further,

The Mayor was asked whether he felt that‘an Arab regime which would
include the sdministration of a City of 90,000 Jews could bring reai peace
to-thé Jerusalem area. The Mayor replied that he thought this could Be
done, but that force might be necessary "here and there",

The Committee discussed.briefly the question of water supply, electric
current supply and sewage disposal for the 0ld City and offered its ser-
vices in trying to obtain an early solutionjdf the guestions which had
deprived the 0ld City of electricity and water for some time.,

“The MAYOR also agked the Comnittee if it would exercise ité good
offioes in connectioﬁawith a payment of LP.B0,000 which had been made to
the Arab Mﬁnicipaliﬁy out of funds of the Palestine Government under the
Mandate. |

The Committee agreed.to look into the matter.



