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. SUMMARY RELORD OF MELTINGS OF THE COMMITTEE,

* THE FATHER CUSTOS OF THE HOLY LAND, AND THE
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GREEK CATHOLIC, GOPTIC,
EBYSSINTAN AND ARMENLAN CATHOLLC CHURCHES
(EIGHTEENTH MEETING. OF THE COMMITTEE)

held in the Old City, Jerusalem on 7 April 1949

Present: Mr, Benoist (France) - Chairman

Mr. Halderman (U.3.A.) e
Dr., Serup ‘ - Legal Adviser, Secretariat

His Paternity Alberto Gori, Father Custos of the
Holy Land :

Father Abcu Saada, Greek Catholic Patriarchal Vicar

Archbishop Jacobus, Representatlve of the '
Coptic Patriarchate

The Aby551n1an Abbot

Faﬁher"Jean’KOuyoumdjian, Acting Vicar of the
Armenian Catholic Church

The Commitﬁee deﬁoﬁed its eighteenth meeting téfvisits to the
abovementloned persons.‘ Tt also called on the represeﬁtatives of
the Syrlan Catholoc Church who however were absent from Jerusalem.

At the commencement of each v151t the Chalrman introduced the
Committee, apologlsed for the absence 'Gf the Turkish delegate and .

brlefly explalned the purpObe of the Committee's Vlblt

1, The Father Custos of the Holy Land stated that: He had nothing to

add £0 the statement made to the Commlttee on 6 April by Mon51gnor

'Testa concernlng Jerusalem and the Holy Places. -He 1nformed the

Commlttee that an OfflClal 1nv1tatlon to attend High Mass on Easter

Sunday at the Church of the Holy Sepu]chre would be transmitted to
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2; The Greek Catholic Patrlarchal Vlcar w1shed to Support the views

put before the Commlttee by Mon51gnor Testa and declared that the
internationalization of Jerusalem would prov1de the best solutlon
to the problem of the fuburc status of the city. ‘In his opinion,
the partition of Jerusalem bctween Jews.and Arabs mlght prove a

source of serlous frlctlon 1n the future.‘ The Patrlar.fal Vlcar

added that in advocatlng 1nternatlonulizatlon he w1shed 1t to be
understood that he had no complalnts to muke rsgardlng tho treatment
of Chrlstlans by the prescnt Arab authorltles in Jcrusalem.

In reply to euquestlon he stated that,bhe Grseu Catholics in
Jerusalem how.numbered55OQ3 the majority of the coﬁmunity had taken
refuge in Damascus and Cairo. | | ‘[

The fatriarchal;Vicar urged that certain roads leading out of
Jerusalem should be re- opened 1n order that the ne.s nal economic
life of the City might be resumed, He was anx1ous 5o know in
particular what. would be the fate of the Ar b dlStI“CtS of Jerusalem
now under Jew1sh occupation, | .

3. -The Representatlve of the Coptic Patrlarchate urged that the

whole of Jerusalem be placed under a Joint trusteeship, to be
exerclsed by Egypt, -Lebanon, Syria and Transgordan.%hﬂdt | H

In reply to aﬁquesbion, the Archblshop stated that the total
number of Copts in-Palestine was .in normal tlmes lO OOO to 12 000,
2,000 of whom lived.,in Jerusalem Thc present number of Copts
residing in Jerusalem was. Tpproximately 1,000, e

'4. The Abvss1n1an Abbot explﬂlncd that he did not w1sh to Speak -

‘on the polltical aSpect of the problem of Jerusalcmcn He stated
that the Abyssinian Church had engoyed certaln rlgh’cu and pr1v1leges'
in the Holy Land since the days of the Gallph Omar.and that it

| hOped and expected that these perlleges would be fully malntalned

5. The Acting Vicar of the Armsnlan Cathollc Church urged that

Jerusalem should be internationalized and stated that he fully

/supported
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supported the statement made to the Committee_by‘ans;gnor Testa,

In reply to a question he said that the Armenién datholic
population of Jerusalem had formerly numbered 1,000 persons of whom.
L,OO now remained in the City. |

The Armenian Catholics were, hdwever,.gradually returning to

Jerusalem,



