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JEWISH‘COMMUNITY.VZTWEWTIETﬂ MLETING OF THE COMMITTEE)
~“held in Jerusalem .on 1l April 1949

Present: Mr. Benoist France) - Chairman
Mr. Yenisey Turkey3
Mr. Halderman (U.S.A.
Dr, Serup - ‘ - Secretariat

Hié Eminence ) ‘ _
Dr, I. Herzog -~ Chief Rabbi of the
‘ - Ashkenarzic Jewish Community

o b

The_GHAIRMAN‘introduced the members of the Committec to the
Chief Rabbi and explained that the ﬁurpose of tﬂé visit was to hear
Dr, Herzog's opinion on the guestion of the 1nternatlonallzatlon of
Jerusalom. _ |
The CHIEF RABBI stated thai he could not imagine‘alJeWish
State without,Jerusalem, In ancient days, when the Jews had returned
from Babylonian captivity, the Jewish commonweéith'had!been conc en—
trated in Jerusalem snd its suburbs. Tho signifiéahéé of Jerusalem
to the Jews was ev1dent from thu fact that thcy mentloned 1t in
_their prayers, Jerusalem was. dmlttedlv sacred to Ghrltlans and
Maslems but to the Jews 1t is the holiest of the holy. To the
 Christians Jerusalem was holy because of certaln assoclations which
- the Jews understood and respected, but to the Jews Jerusalem was
sacred for its own sake. The Temple hnd not bOvH in ex1stonce for
almost 2,000 years but 1n Splte of tha't9 Jcrusalgm was stlll for
the Jews the holiest city in the world. |
In reply to a quostlon, the Chief Rabbl StrCuSCd that in
-~ 8peaking of Jerusalem he meant the entlre clty, since the New City
., was -overwhelmingly Jewish. He explained that the Jews had no ine-

-, tention of rebuilding the Temple. Accordlng to thelr falth, the

/Temple
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Temple would be rebuilt ypon the coming of the Lcssiah and as g

"f,:g;‘“lresult of divine manlfestatlon. |
" Ine Ghief Rabbi further explained that Jerusalem was not only

imPor.tﬁdnfc.. Twtlde};tews £rom, the. pomt of hlsto ical and sacred

éesee~iat10ile, k. aleo from' the
From thé “Hime when the’ Temple’ g1 etood up *to the present day
certain Jew1sh laws, for examplo the law on divul*cog applicd only
to Jerusalem. If one of the parties w1shed to live in Jerusalem
and the other refused, thls was held: to )e sufficient ground for

a divorce, ‘

In conclusion, the Chief iflabbi asked how the world could
conceive that the Jews could acquicce in the severancce of Jerusalemg
.from the State of Isra.el._“ The United Nations had done a great thinj
~ip Tulfilling the Bl‘ble “prom‘vise.that the Jews should return to |
Palestine; it should IlOW do for Jeruselem whdt it had alre'ady done
for the rest of the country. He quoted the Psalmlot ”I‘f I forget

thee, 0 Jerusalem let my rlg;ht hdnd w1ther"

In reply to 2 questlon, the ehlef R'&bbl r'eemphasa.eed that the

. reconstructlon of the Temple would be undertakcu by the Iwessmh

|v_‘
1

- and that no, Jew would than of undertuklng suoh " task. He added
thdt the Jews asked 1n thelr prayers that J(,ruud]_(,m should become
the splmtual centre of hu.manlty, a pmyer tmt was not made» to

‘_“hls knowledge, by elther Chrlstlans or Mosl oms.

.MI:’. HALDERM stated 'bhat ho notod that tht (‘hlcf Rabbl re-

-.,cognized the Arab elalme and in partlcular thbll’ I‘Lllglous rights. ?

 He,considered that they also had some rolltlcal mghts as a col=

sequence of their prolonged remdence 1n Palestlne. | He Wondered

~whether the Jews belleved that the brothorly relatlons preached

by the Jews tleemselves could be re—eetabllshed between Jows and

ATADS, and whether rellgloue 111terests 1n Jgrusqlem could traﬂsoend%

polltleal mterests - Would the Jews cons:Lder a (‘ompromlse on the

polltlcal level posswle 1f they wore gr

B dnted full rollglous right’ .

/including
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including access to the Holy 11&0@5 and the right of residence in
Jerusalem?

‘The CHIEF RABBI declarcd that if the United Nations continued
to fulfil its mission, Jerusalem would become a part of Israel,
However, the Jews had no intention to deprive the Arabs of their
civic rights. The Jews believed in a providentiallr@vival of
Iéraal, and it must be admitted that the sequence of events in the
last years indicated Divinc intervention. |

Mr., HALDERMAN strossed that whereas the Chief Rabbi looked t©
the United Nations to make Jerusalem a part of Israel, the United
Nations had already decided that it should be internationalized.

The CHIER RABBI declared that an internationalized Jerusalem
would not be the Jerusalem for which the Jews prayed every day.
Jerusalem was and must remain an integral part of Israel. The
task now incuﬁbent on the Committee was to bring about a revision
of the United Nations decision and to incorporate Jerusalem in th
state of Israel. By so doing, the United Nations would fulfil the

predictions of the prophets and the angels.
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