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Discugslon of the draft declaration to be made by the

political suthorities concerned regarding the nrotection
of and access to Holy Places, religious buildings and
sites outside the area of Jerugalei,

In the course of preliminary discussion on the drafd
declaration of guaranteecs for the protection of and free
access to the Holy Places outside Jerusalem, the Comnittee
decided to ask the Secretariat to prepare a new working
draft vhich would be an amalgamétion of the draft declaration
gubmitted by the representative of France and the existing
draft declaration prepared by the Secretariat.

Discussion of the note prepared by the Secretariat on the

basis of information received from Mr, Barnecg with regard
to the Russ1an Ortnodox Pronertles in Palestine.

After discussion, the Committee agreed that the matter
should be further studied by the Secretariat, especially
from a legal angle, and that it might subsequently be
desirable to submit to the Commission for transmission to
the Israeli Government a letter stating that the United
Nations were concerncd with the establishment of authorities
for the protection of existing rights in regard to the
Holy‘Places both inside and outside Jerusalem. The represen-
tative of Israel had not been able to give the Committee a
satisfactory reply in connection with the cession of Russian
Orthodox Properties, and therefore the Commission might
inform the Israeli Governmont that it was instituting the
appropriate international authority to deal with such matters
and that no steps oufht to be taken by the Israeli Government




-

which might prejudice the final arrangement for the protection
of such rights.

Plan of work of Committec

Mr. BARCO wished to inform the Committec that he had
received from his Covermment detailed suggestions with regard
to the redraft of the proposal for the internationalisation
of Jerusalem. Although some of those amendments were ex-
tensive, they implied no fundamental changes in the proposal
already drawn up by the Committee. The Committee agreed
therefore that all members would submit any drafting amend-
ments they might have to the Secretariat before beginning
upon discussion of the draft proposal, article by article,
at future meetings.



