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and _
ANNEXED STATUTE OF
THE MEMEL TBRRITORY

©'" (Working Paper Circulated by the Secretariat)

The British Empire, France, ftaly"aﬁd 3a§ah;féiéha-
tories with the United States of America; as the Principal
Allied.and;Asch%ated Powers; to the Treaty of Peace-of
Versailles of June 28th, 1919, of the Qne,part,,

And Lithuania of the other part;‘,f,,;{;g%, .

Desirous of giving effect to the decision of the:
four first-mentioned Powers taken at the Conference of
their Ambassadors at Paris on February 16th, 1923, and acw
cepted by thhuanla on March 13th, 1923, -

Hdve to thlb end app01nted thelr planlpotcntmrles’..,

namely Vel

WHO, having communicated their full powers found in

good and due form, have agreed upon the following provisiéns:

‘ARTIGLE 1.

The Bfitish'Empire, France, Italy;agd?&apan, signa-
tories with the United States of America, as the Principal
Allied and Associated Powers; to the Treaty of Versailles,
transfer to Lithuania, subject to the condiﬁions contained

in this Convention, all the rights and titles ceded to them
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by Germany: in virtue of Article 99 of the Treaty of
Versafliéé’bﬁef'the territory lying between the Baltic

- Sea, the north-easterh frontier of Eést Prussia (as de-
scribed in Article 28 of the sald Treaty and as defined

in particular by the letter sent on July 18th, 1921, by

the President of the Conference of Ambassadors of the

Allied Governments at Parls to the German Ambassador at
Paris), and the fqrmer frontier between Germany and Russia,
the said territory being described in the present.Cogvention

as_"the Memel Territory".

" “ARTICLE 2
The Memel Territory shall constitute, under:the
soverelgnty ;f Lithdénia;‘a‘unit enjoying leégislative, =~ =
judicial, administrative and financial autonomy within
the limits préébfibéd by the Statute set out in Annex I.
ARTICLE 3
Lithﬁania égfges.to give effect to the engageménté
contained in Annex,Ii*“in regard;ﬁo the adminisﬁration of
the port of Memel and in Annex III*.in regard ﬁo iransit

traffic ’

A ARTICLE 4
| The expenses of occupatlon;~admlnlstratlon and half
the expenses of delimitatior of the Territory shall be rew
paid by the Lithuénian Republic to the Powers which have
advanced them, |

‘The exact amount of such expenses chargeable to

"y

*Omitted here

/ Lithuania



3=

Lithuenia, as well:as the methods and periods qﬁhpeyment;
shall_beﬁdeterminedpbyﬁa commission composed of ‘one re-
presentative appointed by the Powers and one by Lithuania,

In case such commission cannot reaoh an agreement;_it shall
apply to the Chairman of the Economic and Financial Committee

of the League of Nations to designate an arbitrator,

_ ARTICLE 5

Subject to the provisions of Articles 6 and 7,
property situated in the Memel Territory. and belonging,
on JanuaryolOth; 1920, to the German_Empire_or'avGerman
State; as defined in Apticle 256, paragraph 2, of the
Treaty of Versailles of June 28th, 1919, shall be trans-
ferred to the Lithuanian Republic.

Such property, with the exceptlon of rallways, posts;
tolegraphs and telephoneo, customs- houses and property con-
stituting the port and its equipment, shall be transferred
by the thhuanlan Govertiment to the authorltles of the Memel
7Terr1tory, subject always to the prov151ons of Artlcle 7.

“An agreement ghall be concluded bétween Lluhuanla
and the“authorltles of the Memel Terrltory in regard to ther
transfer of the" property spec1f1ed in the prev1ous paragraph
on the ba51s of the charges assumed by thhuanla under

Article 6 in respect 6f'such prOperty.

'ARTIQLE.QH
Lithuania agrees to assume, both as regardsvherself
and as regards the Memel Territory, the obligations incurred
by Powers to which German,territoryrie ceded, -under the pro~

_visions of Articles 254 and 256 of, the.Treaty of Versailles
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of June 28th, 1919, ‘and to ensure the application of the
said provisions under conditions to be deteymined by the
Reparation “Commission in corformity with the stipulations

of Part VIII of the Treaty of Versailles.,

ARTIGLE 7 |
Tg ensure paymént for the property transferred to it
in virtue of Article 5, the Lithuanian Government consénts
on its own behalf and on that of the Memel Territory to an
immediate first mortgage in favour of the Reparation
Commission on the property anc possessions specified in that

Article,

ARTICLE &

Former German nationals over éighteen yeafs{of ége on
the date’of_ratificationigf the pfesenpaéonventionvby
Lithuania, who have actually been aomiciiedvin the Memel
Territory at least since Jaﬁuary lOtﬁ, l920,iéhall ipso facto
acqgire_Lithuanian nationality, .‘ o |

The follow;ng:may:th_forIﬁthuanianﬂﬁationaiity, with=-
in a period of six mgpﬁhs from the date of :épification of
the present Conventipn by Lithuania, on condibion that they
renounce all o?hep“p§ti9nality:v

(a) all person?_gyer_eighteen years of age bh phe
date of ratification of.the pfesent Convention by Lithﬁaﬁia,
if they were born in the Terri&OfY’amd have resided therein
for more than ten vears;

(b) all persons over eighteen years of age 6n the
date of ratification of?theipresentHCOnventionvby'Lithﬁahia’

who were granted a permanent permit of residencé by the Inter-
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4llied Administration, provided that such persons shall
have taken up their resldence ;n‘the Territory not later
than Janvary 1st, 1922, |

Persons acqulrlng Ls thuanlan netloneelty through
the‘operatlon of this Article shall ipso facto acquire

the status bf ciﬁizens of Memel.

ARTICLE 9

The persons specified in the first paragraph of
Article 8 may opt for Germen nationality within a time-
limiv of eighteen months from the date ofiratification
of tne present;Convention»by Lithuania;

B The duratlon of this time-limit shall. however; be
reduced to SlX mcnths in the case of persons who were
dom1c1led in the Mcmel Terrltory only in their capacity of
Government offlclals and who acquire Lithuanian natlonallty
in consequence of such domicile.

| The term."Government officials", Within the meaning
of the prev;cus‘paragraph, shall be taken to mean officials
who were fégéfded a.s sﬁéh bfxtne German .legislation and who
are uneer the eirect authority either of the Lithuanian
Government or of the Directorate of the Memel Territory pro-
vided for in Annex I (unmlttelbare Staatsbeamte)

Persons exer0151ng the above rlght of optlon must
transfer their domicile to Germany w1th1n the succeedlng
two years. | o

They &hall be free to retain the 1mmovable property
which they possess in the Terrltory and may export their
movable property of all Kinds. Tney shall be.exempted from

; oy
|
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) e
all eXpbrt-duties or taxes in this respectes

ARTICLE 10
Marrled women shall take the natlonallty of their
husbands, and chlldren undcr 1ghteen years of age shall
take the natlonallty of ﬁhblr parents for the purposes of
the application of the prov151uns of Articles § and 9

above,

ARTICLE 11

The Declarapion reléting te protection of miﬂorities
made by the Lithudnién Government before the Council of the
Leag.e of Nations at iﬁsme'e'ti'rlg of May 12th, 1922, applies
to minorities within the Memel Territory, with the éXception
of paragraph b of Article L of the said Declarétion; which
is only excluded in view of the prov151uno of Artiple‘27
of Annex I. | |

The procedure adopted'by the Council of the League
of Nétions fbrwdeéiing with petitions concerning.the pro-
tection of minoripies shall be ipso facto applicable to
petltlons concc,rnlnO~ the protccblon of minorities in the

Momel Terrltory‘

. i ...  ARTICLE 12
The nationals of foreign Powers; both private and
corporate,~5hall‘have.pheus@mp rights and receive the
same treatment in the Memel Territory as the citizpns or
corporations of Memel and Lithuania in all that concerns
the -use of the port and its facilities and the purchase,
lease or use of real property for legitimate business pur=

poses. Lithuania retains, however, the right to reserve
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for her.own flag the coasting trade and fisheries in ‘her
territorial waters.,
ARTICLE 13
Persons acqulrlng the status of citizen of Memel

under Artlcles 8 and 10 shall be exempt from mllltery

serv1ce until January lst 1930,

ARTICLE 14
No citizen of the Memel Territory may be interfered
with or molested on account of his political attitude be-
tween July 26th, 1914, and the ratification of the present

Conventlon by Lithuania.

ARTICLE 15
Rights of sovereignty over the Memel Territory or
the exercise of such rights may not be transferred without -

the consent of the High Contracting Parties.

ARTICLE 16
The Annexes I to III of this Conventlun shall be con-

sidered for all purposes as constltutlng an lntegral part

thereof,
ARTICLE 17

'The ngh Contrectlng Pertlss declere that any Member
of the Coun01l of the Lea te of Natluns shall be entltled
to draw the attentlon of the Coun01i to any 1nfractlon of
the prov151onslef £he present Gonventlon.

‘In the event of any dlfference of oplnlon in regard

to questlons of laW'or of fact concerning these provisions
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betweongthe-Libhuanian-Government.and‘anyﬁof the Prdincipal
Allied Powers members of the Council of the League of
Nations, such difference shall be regarded as a dispute of
an 1nternatlonal character under the terms of Artlcle 14
of the Covenant of the League of Natlons. The thhuanlan
Government agrees thot all dlsputes of thlS kind Shall, ;f
the other Party so requests, be referred to the Permanent
Court of International Justice. There shall be no appeal
from the Permanent CGourt's decision, which shall have the
force and value of. aidecision rendered in virtue.of Article

13 of thevCovenant, N

ARTICLE 18

The present Convention, of which the French and
English texts-are boph:authentic; shall ‘be ratified and
the ratifications shall be deposited at Paris. It shall
come into force aé;sdon;as the ratifications have been '
deposited.

It shall be reglstered w1th the Secretarlat of tho
League of Natlons as soon as 1t has been ratlflbd by
Lithuania. N - |

In faith weherof, the undersigned have signed nhe
present Convention.

Done at Paris on May 8th 1924, in a 81ngle copy,
which w1ll remdln dep051ted in the archlves of the brench
Republlc, &nd of whlch authontlcated coples will bo trans-
mitted to each of the 51gnatory Powers and vo the Secretary~
General of the Leavue of Natlons.

.(Signatures.)

/ Annex I



¢ Annex I.

STATUTE OF THE MEMEL TERRITORY.
' Realizing the wisdom of granting auténtmy to the
- Memel Territofy and of preserving the traditional fights
and culture of 1ts inhe bltants, | |

Recalling the resolutiocn unanlmously adopted by the‘
Constituent Assembly of thhuanla on November llth, 1921,

'In accord with the Dscision of thé Conference of
fmbassadors of February 1lé6th, 1923, to which the Lithuanién
Governmént adhered on March 13th, 1923; |

And hating, by the Convention signed at Pafis on
May 8th, 192, by the representatives of the British Empire,
France, Italy, and Japan of the one part, and the representa~
tive of Lithuania of the other part, agreed to brant to the
Memel Territory-the status of an autonomou5~un1t{

The Republic of Lithuania enacts the following Statute:

o Artiole 1.

The Memel Terrltory shall constltute, under the
soverelgnty of Lithuania, a unlt organlzed 6n democratlc
‘ pr1n01ples, enguylng leglslatlve, JudlClal, admlnlstratlve
and;flnanc;al autonomy w1th1n the llmlts.prgtcr}pgdhln the
present:Statute,‘ | :
| o Article 2. ‘ o

The Pr981dtnt of the thhuanlan Republlc shall ap-
poiht a Governor of the Memel Terrltory. | -

AR PR Artlcle 3 | .

The election of deputles for e Memel Territory to

~ the Lithuanian Diet shall take place in conformity with the

/ Lithuanian
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Lithuanian electoral law.

Article 4.

‘THe measures tsken by the Lithuanian legislature in

executlion of intermabional;tnﬁaties4&1dﬁconvéntions shall be

appllicable

‘to‘the_Memel~T@rritory In so far as the!said treaties

and conventions are not contrary to the present Stdtute; never-

theless, in the event of their applylng to affalrs which, by

virtue oft Article 5, come within'the competence of the local

authorities of the Memel Territory, it shall; be: for the latter

to take hhe necessary_measuresgfor the application of the

sald international agreements.

~Article 5.

. Subject to the provisions. of the preceding‘Artiole,‘the

following matters shall be within the competence of the local

aathorities of the Memel Territory:

10
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districts

public worship;

public education;

public. relief and health,  including veterinary
regulations '

social welfare and labour legislation;

local railways, except those belonglng to the
Lithuanian State, roads, local public works.
regulation of the sojourn of foreligners in-conformity

organiZation and .administration;of communes and . |

‘W th the laws of Lithuaniaj

police, subject to the provisions.of Articles 20
and 21; L ' '

civil legislation (including‘proprietary rights) and

criminal)‘agrarian; forestry and commercid legislatilon

..20°
11°
12°

(including welghts and measures), it being understood
thdt ‘811 operatiéns effected by the credit and the
insurance institutions and the exchanges shall be
subject to the general law of the Republic, regulations
governing organlzations officially representing the
economic interests of 'the Territory;

the acquisition of rights of citizenship, subject to the
provisions of ‘Article '8y o

organization of the judicial system, sub jeect to the
provisions of ‘Articles 21 to 24; -

direct and indirect taxes.levied in the Territory, with
the exception of Customs dities, excise duties. commodity

taxes and monopolies_on;a;cphal, tobacco and similar
“articles of luxury; e o &
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13° administration of public property belonging to
o the Memel Territory;
A4 regulation on Memel Terrltory of timber-floating
and navigation on the rivers, other than the
- Niemen ;- and the canals within the Memel Terrltory,
subgect to agreement with the thhuanlan authori-
‘ties in case such watercourses are utilizable oute
o side the Memel Territory for tlmber—floatlng,
157 registration of trading vessels in accordance with
the laws of Lithuania.

The laws of Lithuania may extend the competence of
the authorities of the Memel Territory to other matters,
Nothing in this Article shall prevent the legisla-
" tive bodies of the Republic of thhuanla and the Memel
Territory from taking legal dispOsitions to effect a unifiw-
cation of laws and regulatlons.
“irticle 6.

"In the absemce of provisiocns to the conﬁrary in the
present Statute) the local authorities of.ohe MGMel.Territory,
in exeroising'the:poweré‘conférred upon‘them by the pfesent
Statute, shall conform to the principles ofvohe Lithuanian
Constitution,

:Articlé'7.'

- The affairs which, under the present Statute,kare
not within the jurisdiction of the local authorltles of the
Memel Territory shall be within the cxclu51ve Jurlsdlctlon
of the competent organizations of the L thuanlan Republlc..

| Artlcle g, o |

The orlglnal citizens of the Memel Terrltory shall
be the persons who acquire that stmtus through the operatlon
of Articles'8 and 10 of the Conwention referrbd to in the
preamble to thls Statute., o o

Sub ject to the provisions of the Lithuanlan law on‘b‘
the acqulsltlon of Lithuanien natlonallty, a law of the
Memel Terrltory shall deétermine the condltlons on whlch the .

tstatus of citizen of the Memel Territory may be aoqulred in

/ future
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futuraf ' : .
- For Lithuanian hationals'other than citizens of the
Memel Territory, the cbﬁditions on which the. said. status
ma§‘be'acquired shall be the same as those laid down in
Lithuahia’ for the exerc1se of - all public and pOllthal
'rlghts. |
| | Article 9,

The c1tlzens of the Memel Terrltory shall have
throuqhout L thuanlan terrltory all the recognlzed c1v1l
rights enjoyed by the other nationals of Lithuania,

thhuanlan natlonals who are not citizens of ‘the
Memel Terrltory shall have in the said Terrltory all the
i reCOgnlzed 01v1l rlghts enJoyed by the c1t1zens of the
Nemel Terrltory. '
co irticle 10,

Legislative power in the Memel Territory shall
within the limits of this S%atute be exercised by the
Chamber of Representatmves, elected by unlversal, ‘équal, .
dlrect and secret suffrage. | e

- Laws passed by the Chamber will obllgatorlly be L
promulvated by the Governor within a period of one month
from the date on whlch the law has been submltted to him,
unless, w1th1n thls perlod he shall have exer01sed his
right of veto under Artlole 16, This perlod shall be re-
duced to flfteen days in the case of laws the promulgatlon
of which has been declared urgent by special vote of ‘the
Chamber, ;

The laws shall be counter51rncd by the Presldent of |

the DlrectOrate prov1ded for by urtlcle 17 or hls substltute.

/ Article 11.
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Article 11,

-+ The members of .the Chamber of Representatives shall
be elected for three years by the citizens of the Memei
Territory, -in conformity with?the7L:thuanian ElectoralnLaw,
in the proportion of one:deputy per five thousand inhabi-
tants, or for any fractibn exceeding two thousand five
hundred inhabitants, | |

Only citizens of the Memel Territory shall be eligible.

| Article 12, |

The Chamber of Representatives shall meet fifteen
days, after edach electiom of .its members. During tHe suc-
ceeding years of its term, it shall meet'in'ordinary session
on the fourth Monday in January. Ordinary sessions shall
have a duration of not less than one month. o

The Chamber may also be convoked in extraordinary
session.by the Governdr in agreement with the Directorate.

" The closure. or adjournment of extraordindry'séssions
shall be declared by the Governor in agreement"With thé |
Directorate.
| . ‘The Chamber must be convoked by the Governor when at
least one-third of its members demand it ‘ |

.~ The Chamber may be dissoived*by the ‘Governor in agfééé
ment with the Directorate. The elections to the new Chambér
- .shall take place within siﬁ weeks from the date of dissolution,

Article 13, |
The Chamber of Representatives shall draw up its own

rules of procedure; it shall elect its President and its

officers.

/ hrticle lh.
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Article 14,

- The present Economic Council of the Memel Territory
shallxcohtinue until the Chamber of Representatives shall
ogherwise‘decide.;,Subjeqt to.such decision of the Chamber,
the Council shall be consulted by the Chamber upon all
fiscal‘and economic legislation before it is finally vbted.‘

| irticle 15,

No member of the Chamber of Represéntatives or the
Economic Council of the Memgl Territory may be made the
object of any form of criminal proceedings, or be in'any
way molested, in any part of the territory of Lithuania,
in consequencelof any act performed. or opinion expressed
by him in the discharge of his duties as such member. No
member of the Chamber may during,a session be arrested or . -
prosecuted without the consent of the Chamber, except when

he is apprehended in flagrante delicto; a corresponding

immunity shall be enjoyed by the members of the Economic
Council during the session of that body.
Article 16,
- The Governor shall, within the time-limit ‘prescribed
in Article 10, have the right to veto laws passed by the
Chamber of Representatives of.£he'Memel,Territory, if these
laws exceed the competence of the authorities of the Territory
.as lald down by :the present Statute, or if they are incompatible
wiﬁh the provisions of Article 6.or‘with the international
obligations of Lithuania.
| Article 17,
The Directorate shall exercise the executive power

in the Memel Territory. It shall consist of not more than

/ five
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five members, including the President, and shall be com-
posed of citizens of the Territory. | |

The President-shall be appointed by the Governor
and 'shall hold office so long as he possesses the confl-
dence of the. Chamber of Representatives. The Pre51dent
shall appoint the other members of the Directorate. The
Difectorate must enjoy the confidence of the Chamber of
Representatives and shall resign if the Chamber refuses
it" its confidence, If, for any recson, the Governor ap-
poihtSth'PreSident of the Directorate when the Chamber of
Representatives is not in session, it shall be convened so
as to meet within four weeks after the appointment to hear
a stdtement from the Directorate and vote on the question
of confidence.

The members of the Directorate shall have the right
of entry both to the Chamber of Representatives and to the
qunpmic Council.- They shall have the right to be heard by
tﬂé‘bhamber and by the Council when they request it

o Article 18, |

The fight of initiating'legislation shall belong
equally to the éhamber of Representativés and to the
Directoratg, o |

- Article 19,

Electlons to the Gommunal and District Assemblies

shall be held in accordance with the laws of the Memel

Terrltory.

The electoral laws shall be drawn up on democratic

principles.

/ Article 20,
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. Article 20,

The maintenance of public order in the Memel Terrltory
shall be assured by a local police force respon31ble to the
authorities of the Territory; in case of need) ‘the ‘latter may
apply to the Lithuanian Government for assistancé;, ‘

The\ necessary police force for the prbteétign‘of’phé
port shall be. detailed bynthe.Memel'authoritieélféf'service
under the Lithuanian authorities. | a

The frontier and customs police and the ré?%way poliez
shall be ‘furnished by, and be under thevdirectaupﬁoggty of,
the Lithuanian Republic. - |

~Article 21,

The ‘§entences pronounced respectively by the Courts

. of the Memel Territory and by the other thhuanlan Qourts

4 l

shall have force of law in the whole territory of Lathuanla

1nclud1ng the Memel Terrltory. | 'mtwk ;5??‘ 

Fhe same shall apply to warrants of arrest dellvered
by the.- authorities of the Memel Terrlfory and by the
authorities of the Memel Terrltory and by the authorltles
of the other parts of thhuanla respectlvely. 

| irticle 22,

The organiéation and competence of the trigunals of
the Memel Terrltory Shall be determlned by a law of the
Terrltory, subJect to the prov151ons of Artlcle 24, Pending
the enactment of such 1aw, the ex1st1ng organlzatlon of the
Judicial system shall continue in operation.

- ':' Articlé‘EB. - |

The judges of the tribunals of the Memel Tefritory

sﬁall be appointed by the Directorate. They shall be ap=
| [ S L / vpointed .
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p01nted for life and may only be dismissed on the ‘motion
of that sectlon of the Supreme Court of thhuanla whlch
is competent to deal with the affairs of the Memel
Territory, and whlch will pass sentence in such cases
in the Capac1ty of Supreme Disciplinary Coun01l of
Mag;strates.
Article Z4.

The Jurlsdlctlon of the Sapreme Court of Lithuania
Shall extend over the whole terrltory of the Republlc, in-
cluding the Memel Terrltory. |

This Oourt shall comprise a special SLCthn for the
affalrs of the Memel Terrltory, this sectlon shall be mainly

composed of Judges drawn from the maglstrates of the Memel

Terrltory, and 1b may hold its sessions in the town of Memel.

Artlcle 25

The oufriculum adopted in the public schools of the
Memel Terrltory shall not be of a lower standard than the
currlculum followed in schools of the same standlng in
other parts of the thhuanlan territory. B

| . &rtlcle 26, ~“ o
| The authorities of the Memel Terrltory shall carry
out and cause to beicarrled out in the Terrltory the pro-
VlSlOﬂS contalned in theDeclaratlon concernlng the proteC-
tion of manrlthS made by the Lithuanian Government before
the Coun01l of the Leaﬂue of Natlons at 1ts meetlng of May
12th, 1922, wath the exceptlon of paragraph L of Article L
of the sald Declaratlon.

nrtlcle 27.

N N {1
-

The.Lithpanian,and the German languages,shall be

/ recognized
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'recogpi%ed on the same footing as official languages in
the Mgmgl‘Térritory:
| ‘ Article 28,

The Lithuanian Government will‘recognize‘thé‘acquired
rights of the officials and emplOyees‘in the public services
who are under its own authority but who perform their duties
in the Memel Territory, and will retain those who possess the
status of citizens of the Memel Territory‘and who were in the
service on Jénuary lst,‘i?éh; |

The officials and employeeds in the service of the
Lithuanian administration who are citizens of the Memel-
Territory shall beisubject to the same rules and shall en-
joy the same privileges‘as the officials and employees‘of
the other parts of Lithuania, 1
| Article 29, |

- The authorities of the Memel Territory shall re-
cognize the acquired rights of all the offiéials and em-
ployees employed in the Memel Territory on January 1lst 1923..

In future th= officials and employees in the sereice
of the Territory shall be recruited, as far as possible,
from among the citizens of the Territory.

irticle 30.

The provisions of Articles 28 and 29 may not be in-
voked by officials who have availed thémselves of thelr
rlght to opt in favour of German natlonallty.

e - Article 31.

Uﬁtil January lst, 1930, the edudational;authorities

of the Memel Territory shall be free to employ teachers of

alien nationality to the extent deemed by them to be necessary

/ for
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for the proper maintenance of éaﬁcation in the Territory.

The Directorate shall not, however, be entitled to retain
in the Torrltory under the ahove provision any person agalnst whom
the Governor adduces proof that he is engagod in political
apltatlon contrary to tho interests of Lithuania

o On the *xglratlon of tho above-mentioned period, foreign
’teadhérs may be epgaged by the authorities of the Territory with
the consent oflfhe‘Lithuanian Government .

- Article 39

Private property shall be respected; expropriation shall
only take pldco Ior reasons of public utility and in ruturn for
the payment of cqurtablo compeﬂéatlon in advance, in conformlty
with the lgws,‘and provided that the provisions of the present
Statute are net infringed. |

The rigﬁt‘of éompanies and associatlions, including
religious aﬁd charitabie organizatibns. to own property -shdl 1l be
recognized'ihlbrinciﬁle.

| o Article 35

The fruedom of meeting and asa>c1atlon, ths freedom of
consclence and the freedom of the Press shall be guaranteed to all
the inhabitants of the Memel Territory without distinction of
nationallty, 1anguage, race or religion, subject. to the observance
of the laws and reguk&thng necessary for the maintengnce of public
order, and the‘éécﬁrity of the State.

“The same Shd.l apply to freedom of teaching and the |
right of opening sohools - |
‘ . Article 34

Passports shalll be delivered to citizens of the Memel
Territory by ‘the Dlrectorqte of the Territory on behalf of the

thhuanlan Republlc and 1n accordance w1th the regulatlons

/ established



Article 34,

. Passports shall be delivered to citizens of the
Memel Territory by the. Directorate of the Territory on
behalf of the Lithuanian Republic. and in accordance with
the regulations established by the Ljithuanian Government,

In the passports shall be mentioned both the
Lithuanian nationality of the bearer and his status as
citizen of the Memel Territory.

Article 35,

Within a period of one month from the coming into
force of the present Statuﬁe, negotiations shall be entered
into between the Lithuaﬂian Government and the local
authorities of the Memel Territory for the purpose of de~
termining the peecentage of the net yield of the customs
duties, excise duties and commadity taxes, including
revenues from monopolies dealt with in Article 5, para-
greph 12, which shall be assigned to the Memel Territory.
In determining this percentage, account shall be taken:
(idfef the average value of imports and exports. per head
of the population in the Memel Territory and in the other
parts of Ljthuenia respectively during the years 1921 and
| 1922, special circumstances which may have influenced the
returns for those years being allowed for; (2) of the ad-
ditienal revenue and expenditure which the transfer of
sovereignty over the Memel Territory to:Lithuania involves
for the Lithuanian State.

The percentage thus determined may be revised from
time to time by the Iithuanian Government in agreement with

the local authorities of the Memel Territory.

/ Article 36,
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Article 36,

The tariffs applied on railways and ships to pas-
sengers and goods, and the postal, telegraphic and tele~
phonic charges, in the Memel Territory, shall not be higher
than-the tariffs applied and the charges made for the same
purposes in the other parts of Lithuania.

The tariffs applied on the L;thuanian railways to
passengers and goods coming from or destined for the Memel
Territory shall in no case exceed those applied to passengers:
and goods in respect of any other journey of the same length
in another part of the Lithuanian railway system.

Article 37;

The "first elections to the Chamber of Representatives
shall take place within six weeks from the date of the
coming into force of the present Statute. The Chamber will
meet fifteen days after the elections. -

Only inhabitants of the Memel Territory over twenty-
one years of age may take part in these elections, provided:

1° that; having acquired L;thuanian nationality on the
conditions specified in hApticle 8, paragraph 1, of the
Convéntion referred to in the preamble to? this Statute, they
do not opt for German nationaiity‘before the date of the
elections}

2° that at least fifteen days before the elections
they opt for Lithuanian nationality on the conditions
specified in Article 8, (a) and (b), of the said Convention.

Article 38.
The provisions of the present'Statute may be modified

after three years from the ratification Dby Lithuania of the

/ Convention
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Convention of which the said Statute forms part. The pro~
cedgre,éf,ameqdment shall be the following:i '
The‘Ohambgr;ofiReprﬁsentativeé‘of thé Memel Territory
must ﬁass‘the bill modifying the Statute by a majority re-
prééeﬁtipg.ﬁhree-fifths of the votes of all the' members,

- The modification, after being adopted by the Chambér,
must be submitted for the approval of the citizens of the
Memel Territory by way of referendum, if not less than onew~
quarter of all the members of the Chamber or five thousand
citizens possessing the franchise for the Chamber so demand
within the three months following the adoption ‘of the modi-
fication by the Chamber, |

If the modification is approved by two~thirds of the
citizens participating in the referendum,it-shaIl'be'subJM -
mitted without delay for the approval of the Legislative -
Assembly of Lithuania. , It shall not come into force unless
it is approved by the said Assembly within ofe-year from the

date of its submission thereta,:



