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The British Empire, France, Italy and japan, signa- 

tories with the United States of, America, as the Principal 

Allied and Associated Powers, to the Treaty of Peac,e.:of 

Versailles of ,Jl,une 28th) 1919, of the one,..pqt, , :':,. 

And, Lithuania of the other part, i .,.,,i !,I. !:;., . . I I 

Des,ir,ous of giving effect to the ,de.cision pf :t:ha ; 

four first-mentioned Powers taken at the Conference of 

their Ambassadors at Paris on February l&h, 1923, and ac- 

cepte'd &Lithuania on March '13th) 
i, 

': : t 1923, 
.'. : ., ,. 

'have to this end appointed their plenipotentiaries, 
i*! 

' .' , 
namely ." " ,6...1 

WHO, having communicated their full powers found in 

good and' due form, have agreed upon the following provisions: 
:. ,. ,,.,. 8' 

..,,j ARTICLE 1 .., 

The B,ritish Empire, France, Italy and,;J,apan, signa- 

tories with the United States of America, as th+.Principal 

Allied and Associated Powers, to the Treaty of Versailles, 

transfer to Lithuania, subject to the conditions contained 

in this Conventiont all the rights and titles ceded to them 



by German.y:in virtue of Article 99 of the Treaty of 
, 

Versa~ll& over' the territory lying between the Baltic 

Sea, the north-eastern frontier of East Prussia (as de- 

scribed in Article 28 ,of .the said Treaty and as defined 
:_. ,, ., : .__ .' 

in particular by the letter sent -bn July 18th, '1921, by 

the President of the Conference,of Ambassadors of the 
.,. 

Allied Governments at Paris.td the.Ccrman Ambassador at 

Paris)) and the former frontier 'between Germany and Russia, 

the said territory being described in the present Convention 

as. "the Kernel Territory'*. ' ! I 

:  
*  ' -ARTICLE 2 ' 

The Memel Territory shall constitute, underthe: 

sovereignty of Lithuania; a unit enjoying legislative, 
. 

judicial, administrati+e and financial autonomy within 

the limits prescribed 'by the Statute set out in Anne,x I. 

. . , ARTICLE 3 

Lithuania agress-to give effect to the engagements 
: I 

contained in Annex II"' in regard to the administration of 

the port of Memel and in Annex III"'.in regard to transit 
I. ,, 

traffic, 
. !.:.. ., 

.‘. 

I  .  
ARTICLE 4 ' '5. .! 

The expenses of occupation, administration and half 

the expenses of delimitation of the Territory shall be rew 

paid by the Lithuanian 'Republic to the Powers 'whichhave 

advanced them, : ' '., 

The exact amount of such expenses chargeable to 

*Omitted here ,I 

/ Lithuania 



Lithuania, as well .as the me.thods ,and peri0d.s of.>pa,yment, 

shall be determined by ;a commission composed ofone re- ' 
presentat,ive appqinted by the, Fowe.rs and, one by Lithuania, 

In case such commis,sion cannot reach an agree,ment,.it shall 

apply to the Chairman of the Economic and Financial Committee 

of the League of Nations to designate 

ARTICLE 5 

an arbitrator, 

Subject to the provisions of Articles 6 and 7, 

property situated in the Memel Territory.and belonging, 

on January lOth, l92O,, to the German,Em&re or a,German 

State, as defined in Article 256, paragraph 2, of the 

Treaty, of Versailles of June 2&h, 1919, shall be trans- 

ferred to the Lithuanian Republic, 

Such property, with the exception of railways, posts, 

telegraphs and telephones, customs-houses and property con- 

stituting the port and its equipment, shall be transferred 

by the Lithuania~'~ovs~~ment to the authorities of the fiemel 

'Territory, subject always to the'provisions of Article 7, 

: ,An'agreement shall be co'ncluded bet(ween Liehuania 

and the"authorities of the Piemel Territory in regard to the' 

transfer of th~l~rbperty'specified in the previous paragraph 
, . : : .  ‘. 

on the basis of the charges assumed by Lithuania under 
‘i 

Artic'le 6 in res'ped't of"such propertyl ' ' 
4 1. 

i ,: : ., .a, 
ARTICLE 6 ; f ~ 

Lithuania agrees to assume, both, as regards herself 

and as regards the Memel,,Te:rritory,, the obligations incurred 

by Powers to which Ce.rpan ,territory is ceded,:under the pro- 

,., visions of Articles 254 and, 256 of the.Treaty of Versailles . 

/ of 
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of June' 28th i-1919, 'and to ensure the application of the 
.__ 

said proviS'ions under conditions to be determined by the 

Re@tra'tion'Commissk,on in conformity with the stipulations 

of.'Part VIII 'of the Treaty of Versailles+ 
. 

. 
j 

ARTICLE 7 

To ensure payment for the property transferred to it 

in virtue of Article 5, the Lithuanian Government consents 

on its own behalf and on that of the Nemel Territory to an 

immediate first mortgage in favour of the Reparation 

Commission on the,prdperty and possessions.spedified in that 

Article, 
>, , , I  ,, 

Former German nationals over eighteen years of age on 

the date of ratification of the present!Convention by : .' ". P 
Lithuania, who have actually been domiciled in the Memel ., .' 
Territory at least since January lOth, 1920, shall &so facto ., '.,l -1_1 

acquire Lithuanian nationality, : '"! ,. 
The following :-rlay, opt for Lithuanian nationality, with- 

in a period of six months from the date of ratification of '. ',. 
the present Convention by Lithuania, on condition that they 

L 
renounce all other nati:onality: 

(4 all persons,over eighteen years of age on the 1 ..!' 8 
date of ratification of the present Convention by Lithuania, 

if they were born in the Territory'and have resided therein 

formore than ten years; * 

( b':) all persons'over eighteen years of age on the 

date of ratification of'the' present.Convention'by'Lithuania 

who were granted a permanent 'permit elf residenceby the",knter- 

/ Allied 



Allied Administration , provided that such persons shall 

have taken up'their residence in,the Territory not later 4 

than January lst, 1922, ,_ ',/,' i i 
Persons acquiring Lithuanian nationakity through 

the operation of this Article shall ipso facto acquire 

the status of citizens of Memel, 

ARTICLE 9 

The persons specified in the first paragraph of 

Article 8 may opt for German nationality within a time- 

limi-*, of eighteen months from the date. ofi.rati.fication 

of the present, Convention by Lithuania; ,: : *:r,,. .,, . :. 
The duration ,of this time-limit shall., however, be 1, I, 

reduced to six months in the case of persons who were ,I : ..,. 
domiciled in the Memel Territory only in their capacity of 

Government officials and who acquire Lithuanian nationality 

in consequence of such domicile,, 
: 

The term "Government officialsVv, within the meaning 

of the previ,ous paragraph, shall be taken to mean officials 
,.,.. 

who were regarded as such by the German.legislation and who 

are under the direct authority either of the Zithuanian 

Government or of the Directorate of the Memel Territory pro- 

vided for in 'Annex I (unmittelbare $taatsbeamte), / '. ,j 
Persons'exercising the above right"of option must 

transfer- theirdomicile to Germany within the succeeding 
:. 

two years. 5 

They shall'be'.free to retainthe immovable property 
,:. I i 

whichsthey'possess in the Territory and may export their 
movabjle: pro~b~~'~ of alll .'kinds, '~'I They shali 'be exempted from : * ., ,. ;. '. : .' : : '. 1 ! 1 



all export,duties or taxes in this, respect,, S' 
'8 / , 

ARTICLE 10 
“,. ., 

Married women :shall take the nationality of their 

husbands, and children under eighteen years of abe shall 
..A ..,.' 

take the nationality of their parents for the purposes of 

the application of the provisions of Articles 8 and 9 

above, 

ARTICLE 11 

The Declaration relating to protection of minorities 

made by the Lithuanian G‘overrmient before the Council.of the 

Leag.;eof Nations at iis meeting of May 12th, 1922, applies 

to minorities within the Memel Territory, with"the exception 

of paragraph 4 of Article 4 of the said Declaration; which 

is only excluded in view of the'provisionsof Article 27 

The procedure adopted'by the Council of the'Lea&e 

of Nations for dealink with petitions concerning the pro- 

tection of minorities shall be &so facto applicable to -II 

petitions concerning the protection of minorities in the 

Memel Territory, 
)', 

,.. .'. I,. 

1, j,' ARTICLE 12 ,, 

The nationals ef,foreign Powers, both private and 

corporate, .~,hall,ha.ve.~th,e ~sarne rights and receive,the I. 

same treatment in the Memel Territory as the citizens or 

corporations of Memel and Lithuania in all that concerns 

the ,use of the port and its facilities and the purchase,,, 

lease or use of real property for legitimate business pr- . 

poses, Lithuania retains, however, the right to reserve 

/ for 



for her own flag, the coasting.trade and fisheries inher 

territorial waters. 

,ARTICLE. 13 
, 

Persons ac'quiring the stdtus of citizen of Memel 

under Articles 8'and‘lO shall be exempt from military 
: 

servile until January lst, 1930. 
,: / 

ARTICLE'14 

No citizen of the Memel Territory may be interfered 

with or; molested on account of his political attitude' be- 

tween July 2&h, 1914, and the ratification of the present 

ConvLntion by Lithuania, 

ARTICLE, 1.5 .I i' . .' 

,Rightg ef sovereignty.over the Mcmel Territory 'or', 

the exercise,of.such,rights may not be transferred without 

the consent of the High Contracting Parties, 

ARTICLE 16 

: 

. .’ 

The Annexes I to ,III of this Convention shall be con- 
.: 'i 

sidered for all purposes as constituting an integral part y .: 

thereof, 

ARTICLE 17 . 

,  

,  .  ..I’ 
.  ‘1 

'The High Contracting Parties declare that any Member 

of the"Counci1 of the League of Nations shall be entitled : 

to draw the attention of the Council to any infraction of 

the 
'. ' i .' 
provisions of the present Convention, 

. 
"In the event of any difference of opinion in regard 

to questions-of law or of fact concerning these provisions ." . . . . 

.i'.. ( / between ( / 



between the Li,thuanian Government. and any of the' Principal 

Allied Powers members of the Council of the League of 

Nations, such difference shall be regarded as a dispute of 

an international character under the terms of Article lk 
;.,I : . ,'. '. 

of the Covenant of the League of Nations. The Lithuanian 
,;. : ., 

Government agrees that a.11 disputes of this kindshall, if 
/I , ,' .' 

the other Party so requests, be referred to the Permanent 

Court of International Justice. There shall be no appeal 

from the Permanent Gourt!s decision, which shall have the 

force and value of.ardecision rendered, in virtue,.of Article 

13 of the Covenant.. : t ',' 

;,RTICLE 18 " 
.’ ’ 

The present Convention, of which the French and 

English texts.-are both authentic, ,shall,be ratified. and 

the,ratifications, shall be deposited at Paris. It shall 

come into force as soon;& the ratifications :have been, '( ' " 

deposited, 
:. 

It shall be registered with the Secretariat of the j ,,,, ,,I. 
League of'Nations as so'cn as it has been ratified by \ 

..' 
Lithuania, 

" 
In faith weherof, the undersigned have signed the 

present Convention. I. 

Done at Paris, on May 8th) 1924, in a single copy, 
!- I 

which will remain deposited in the archives of the >French 
.' ..; 

Republic, and of $hidh authenticated copies will be trans- 

mitted to each of the signatory Powers and to the Secretary- 
*\. 

General of the League of Nations, .' 
'(Signatures.) 

/ Annex I 



i : 
Annex I. 

STATUTE OF THE MEMEL TERRITORY, 

Realizing the wisdom of granting autonomy to the 

Memel Territory and of preserving the traditional rights 

and culture of its inhabitants; : 

Recalling the resolution unanimously adopted by:the 

Constituent fksembliy of Lithuania on November llth, 1921; .' 
In accord with the Decision .of the Conference of 

Ambassadors of February l&h, 1923, to which the Lithuanian 

Government adhered on March 13th, 1923; 

And having, by the Convention signed at Paris on 

May 8th, 1924, by the representatives of the British Empire, 

France, Italy, and Japan of the one part, and the representam . i 

tive of Lithuania of'the other part, agreed“to &rant ,to the 

Memel Territory.the status of an autonomous unit; 

The Republic 0f'Lithuani.a enacts the following Statute: 

Article 1. _', ). 

The Memel Territory shall'constitute, 'under the 
.' 

sovereignty of Lithuania, a unit, organiaed on,democratic 1' ,. 
principles, enjoying legislative, judicial, ,:a&@?istrative 

.,. .,,' .",f ,,I 

and~fiqancial autonomy 'within the limits prescribed in the .; '_' ., 

present Statute, , ,'_.:' 
.: Article 2 ( ' :_ ! it.'. 

The President of the Lithuanian Republic shall ap- 
,' 

point a Gove&or of $he Memel Territory. 
. ':. " .: 

: ., ",, ,' ," ;. 
/,,. ,, I'.. ~AaFticle :3* ' , 

'., , : 
.' 

The election of'deputies for 'th.e,'Iviemel.Territ'ory to 

the Lithuanian Diet shall take place in conformity with the 

/ Lith uanian 
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- lo- 

Lithuanian electoral law. ,,_.,," 

Article 4. 

The measures taken by the Lithuanian legislature in 

execution of interqat,5.onal,,ta,eaties &ndd' conventi'ons shall be 

applicable to the. Nemel :Te:rritory $n.ao ,far as the Isaid treaties 

and conventions are not contrary,to the .present, Statute; never- 

theless, in the event of their ,ap,plying td affai:rs whioh, by 

virtue of- Article 5, come within'the competence of the local 

authorities of the Memel T,erri:tory d ,,.it ,shall:.be: for. the 'latter 

to take hhe necessary.measures :for the application of the 

said international agreements. 

Arti,cle 5. 

,Subject to the provisionsof the pre,ceding Article, the 

following matters shall be w$th$n the competence: of the;local I 

authorities of the,,Me,mel.Territory; j : .' , 

lo organisation and .a,cQnini,strat$gn;of cqmmunes and A 
districti, 

2O public worship; 
3O public education; '~ 
4O publtc,r.elief and health,:fncluding,,veterinary 

regulations 
5" social welfare and labour legislation; 
Go local railways, except tho,se belonging to the 

Lithuanfan State,'roads; local public works, ' 
'7" regulation of the. so,journ of foreigners ZnGonformity 

'd'th the laws of Lithuaniaj 
:jo police, : ! :," ari.a' 21 ; subject to the provisionsof ArticJ.eq 20 

propr+e$ary rights),and 
and‘cdmnierci& ibgisiation 

itbeing unders,tood 
<he"c&dit and the 

insurance institutions and the exchanges shall be 
subject to the general law of the Republic, regulations 
governing organieatio'ns, officially representing the 
economic interests of'the Territory; 

I. .r TO0 the acquisition of rights of citizenship, subject to the 
pr'ovlsions' of 'Article '8; I 

ll" organizatfon of-the, judicial system,, .subject to the 
provisions of 'AtitIdl'es'2i~"t'o 24; 

12O direct and indirect taxaa,.levied in the Territory, with 
the exception of dustd.ms'duties; excise duties commodity 
taxes an,d monopolies .on.,;a+cohol, ,tobacco and similar 

'.artfcles of, luxury; "- ' . ,.I 

/ 13O 



1.3' administration of public property belonging to 
the Memel Territory; 

i .14°~,iregulation on' Memel Territory of timber-floating 
and navigation on the rivers, other than the 
N&men,.. and the canals' within the .Memel Territory, 
subject to agreement with the L+thuanian authori- 
t,i.e,s in ca.se such .watercourses ire utilizable out- : ., 
side the Memel Territory for timber-floating; 

15.' rvgistrationof trading vessels in accordance with 
the laws of Lithuania, 
The laws of Lithuania may extend the competence of 

the authorities of the tiemel Territory to other matters, 
Nothing in this ~~rticie~shall prevent the legisla- 

tive bodies of the Republic of Li.thuania and the Memel 
Territory from,taking legal dispositions to effect a unifi- 
cation of laws and regulations, .'. 1 

/ Article 6. 

In the ab'sence of provisions to the contrary 

present :Stattite., the' local authorities of the Memel 

in exerkising the'powers conferred upon them by the 
.,' 

in the 

Territory, 

present 

Sta.tute 1 shall conform to the principles of the Lithuanian 

Constitution, 

'Article 7.’ 

The affairs'tihich, tinder the pr'esent Statute, are 
.;/ i :. 

not within the 'jurisdiction 'of the lod'al authorities of the 
I  

Memel Territory shall be within th*e ex'clusive jurisdiction .. _: ~.: 
of the com,pete,nt o'rganiz'ations 'of the' L;:thuania.n Republic. 

Article 8, 
\ . I I ,I, 

,' ; .3'. 

: The original citizens of'the Memel Territory shall 
4 

/ 
be the hersons who acquire'that status through the'operation 

I  I . ,  

of Articles48 and 10'of the Convention referred to in the 
> 

‘, 5, 

preamble to this Statute, 

Subject to the provisions of the Lithuanian 
'_ 

law on 
,. 

the acquisition of Lithuanie.n nationality, a law of the " : : , : 
Memel Territory shall determine the conditions on which the 

!' 
! 

'status of citi'zen“of the Memel Territory may be acquired in 

; .  I  

/ future 



future ;* .,'. ' ,: ;.. ' 

.For Lithuanian nationals other than citizens of the 

Memel Territory, ‘ the conditions on which the. said. status 
._. 

may be 'acquired sha%l be the same as those laid down in . . 

Lithuania'for the exercise of all public and political 

rights, 

II Article .9* 
. . 

The citizens of the Memel Teskitory shall have 

throuaout Lj,thuanian territory a.11 the recognised civil 

rights enjoyed by the other na.tio,nals of Lithuania, 
. 

Lithuanian na.tiona.ls who are not citizens of the 
. 

Memel Territory shall have in the said Territory all the 

recognized civil rights enjoyed by the citizens of the 

Memel Territory, 
. . /#,.'. 8. .: 

Arti cle 10, 
I : 

Legislative power in the Memel Territory shall, 

within the limits of this Statute, be exercised by the 

Chamber of Representatives, 
.' ',, '. 

dir-ect'and secret suffrage, 
elected by universal, equal,,, 

,. 3:' I 

. 
Laws passed by the Chamber will obG.zatorqly be 

; : ,' ',_$ , : ,. ', 
prohu&a,ted by the Governor within a. period of one month 

from the date on which the law has been submi,tte$ to him, 
. : 2 

unless, within this period, 
. . : .:, : 'I he shall have exercised his 

,, I. 
right of veto under Article 16. 

. ', ,,,! This period shall be re- 
ducedto fifteen days in the case of laws, the promulgation 

I 
of which ,has been declared urgent by special vote of the 

Chamber, 
/  

. ,  

The laws sha$ be countersigned by the President of 
.,, '. : the Directorate provided for by Article &7: or his substitute, 

,' > '. : '. I 

/ Article 11. 



Article 11. 

The members of-the Chamber of Representatives shall 

be elected for three years by the citizens of the Memei 

Territory, ,in confo,rmity with' the ,'Lithuanian Electoral Law, 

in the, proportion of oneideputy pe'r five thousand inhabi- 

tants,. or for'any fraction exceeding two thousand five 

hundred inhabitants, + 

0nly.citizen.s of the Memel Territory shall be eligible, 

Article 12, 

'. The Chamber of Representatives shall meet fifteen 

days,,aftered..ch'electiornl of.its members. During the suc- 

ceeding years of its term, it shall meet in ordinary session 

on the fourth Monday in January. Ordinary sessions shall 

have a duration of not less than one month. 

The Chamber may also be convoked in extraordinary 

session.by the Governor. Zn agreement with the Directorate. " 

The closure.or adjournment of extraordinary sessions 

shall be declared by &he Governor in agreement'with the 

Directorate, 

:The Chamber, must be convoked. by the Governor when at 

least one-third of its. members demand it, "' 
: 

~ 
" 

The Chamber may be dissolved,by the 'Governor in agree- 

,,ment.with the,Directorate. The elections.to' the new Chamber 

shall; take place within six weeks from the date'of dissolution, 

'Article 13, ' 

The Chamber of Representatives shall"draw up its OWN’ 

rules of procedure; it shalL elect i'ts President and its 

0ffie~er.s. ._ : 

/ Article 14, 
.. '.. .! .!, '. 



Arti cle 14, 

,. .Th,e present Economic Council of the Memel. .Te:rritory 

sha.ll.i,continue until the ‘Chamber .of Representatives sha.11 

othertiise decide, !, Subject to such decision of the Chamber, 

the .qo,uncil shall be consulted by the Chamber upon all 

fiscal a.nd economic le.gisla.tion before it is, finally voted, 

Article 15. ,, : I 

No member of the Chamber of Representatives or the 

Economic Council of the Memel Territory may be ma.de the 

object of a.ny form ,of criminal proceedings; or be inany 

way .molested; in any part of the territory of Lithuania, 

in consequence of any act performed, or opinion expressed 

by him in the discharge of, his duties as such member. No 

member of the Chamber may during, a session be arrested or 

prosecuted without the consent of the Chamber, except when 

he is, apprehended in flagrante delicto; a corresponding -. 

immunity shall be enjoyed by the ‘members of the Economic 

Council during the session of tha.t body, ..‘:’ 

Article 16. ‘a 

The Governor shall, within the time-Jimkt’prescribed 

in Article 10, have the right to veto laws pa.ssed by the 

Chamber of Representa,tives of the Memel ,Territory, if these 

la.ws exceed the, competence of the authorities of the Territo,ry 

,.,a~ laid down by,:the present Statute, or 1 if they a.re incompatible 

with the provisions of Article 6 .or with the international 

obligations of Lithuania, , ..;’ 

Article 17, * ;..: 

The Directorate sha.11 exercise the executive power 

in the Memel Territory. It shall consist of not more than 

. 
/ five 



five members, including the President, and shall be com- 

posed of citizens of the Territory, 

The President. shall be appointed by the Governor 
, : 

and'sha.11 hold office so long as he possesses the confi- 
;: 

dence of the. Chamber of Representatives. The President 

shall appoint the other members of the Directorate, The 

Directorate must enjoy the confidence of the Chamber of 

Representatives and shall resign if the Chamber refuses 

it? i?s c,onfidence. If, for any rea.sonl the Governor ap- 

po,i'nts.& .President of the Directorate when the Chamber of 

Representatives is not in session, it shall be convened so 

as to meet within four weeks after the appointment to hear 

a statement from the Directorate and vote on the question 

of confidence. ~1 : 

The members of the Directorate shall have the right 

of entry both to the Chamber of Representatives and to the 

Econ0mi.c Council, They shall have the right to be heard by 
'! 

the Chamber and by the Council when they request iti 

Article 1% 
'. 

The right of initiating' legislation shall belong 

equally to the dhamber of Representatives and to the 

Directorate, 1 

Article 19, ’ 

Elections to the Communal and District! Assemblies 
. 

shall'be held in accordance with'the laws of the YLemel 

Territory, 

The electoral laws shall be drati up on democratic 

principles, 

/ Article 20, 



.._ I Article ,20, . ,  ,.’ , ,  

The ma.intenance of pub,lic order in the Memel Territory 

shall. be assured by a local poli’ce fo’rce responsible to the 

authorit;ies ,of the Territory; in ca.se ofn%ed;‘khe ‘,B.tter ma.y 

apply to. t?@e Lithuanian ‘Government for assistance,; 
4 ,: 

Th&,necessa.ry police force for the protection of the 

port sha.11 be; detailed by the Memel a.uthorities for service 

I 
I ‘, : 

under the Lithuanian authorities. : 
; I 

‘. The frontier.apd customs police and the railway police 
,.(.. 

I 
‘; 1 

sha.il be ‘furnished by, and be under the direct a.uthorJ.ty of, 
! 

the Lithuanian Republic. 

Article 21, ,’ 

,The”“&ntences pronounced respectively by the Courts 
,I. ” 

of the Memel Territory and by the other Lithuania.n’Co,urts 
:,‘;‘/I: 

sha.11 ha.v:f’ force of 1a.w in ,the whole territory of ,L?thuania 
,’ (3, 

,:‘,,, ~’ “.. 
including the, Memel Territory. : ;, ‘,,, , ,_I 

,i.: ,; 

‘The sa.me sha.11 apply to wa.rrants of arre,st delivered 
i ‘~ ‘.. I 

by the-iuthorities of’the MemeL Territory and by the 
I 

authorities of the Nemel Territory a.nd by the authorities 
. . : 

of the other parts of Lithuania respectively, 
4. 

Article 22, 

The organization and competence of the tribuna.ls of 
.. ’ 

the lkemel Territory sha.11 bi determined by a 1a.w of the 
I ., 1, 

Territory, subject to the provisions of drticle 24, Pending 
!: 

the ena.ctment of such la,w, the existing organization of the 

judicia.1 system sha.11 continue in operatiqn. 
: 

Article 23, 

The judges of the. tribunals of the iviemel Territory 

sha.11 be a.ppointed by the Directorate, They sha.11 be ap- 
, I, ‘? 7 . . 4 , !. / point.sd .~ 
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pointed for life and may only be dismissed on the motion 

of that section of 'the Supreme Court of Lithuania &hich 

is competent to deal with the affairs of the Nemel 

Territory, and which will pass sentence in such cases 
8 

in the capacity of Supreme Disciplinary Council"of 

Magistrates q 

Article 24, 

The jurisdiction of the Stipreme Court of Lithuania 

shall extend over the whole territory of the Republic, in- 

cluding the Memel Territory. ' 
. . 

This Court shall comprise a special section for the ; ,'. 
affairs of the Memel Territory; this section shall be mainly 

, * .  I  

composed of judges drawn from the magistrates of the Memel 

and it may hold its sessions in the town of Memel, Territory, . 
.I 

Article 25. 

The curriculum adopted in the public schools of the 

Memel Territory sh.all not be of a lower standard, than the ,, 

curriculum followed in schools of the same,,standlng in : 
1 ,; .I , .' 

other parts of the Lithuanian territory, ,, :_ I'. ' ; ',. I : 

. :. 
article ‘26, 

The authorities of the kernel Territor,y shall carry 

out and, cause to be carried out in, the .Territory the pro- 

visions contained in theDeclaration concerning the protec- ,I ',.:. ,, 

tion of,minorities made by the Lithuanian Governme,nt before 
8 r 

the Council of the, League of Nations at it,s meeting of llvlay I("., '. 
12th, 1922, with the exception of pa.ragraph 4 of kr‘ticle 4 

v 
of the said Declaration, ,( ., , 

Article 27.. 
: I, i ,,I ,. ;.. 

The, J.,ith,~a:ni.an and the German languages eha.11 be I,, '. 

/ recognized 



..” 

-18- 

recognized on the same footing as officiai languages in 

the ih-+l Territory; 
,. Article 28, 

The Lithuanian Government will recognize the acquired 

rights of the officiais and employees in the public services 

who are under its own authority but who perform their duties 

in the Memel Territory, and will retain those who po'ssess the 

status of citizens of the Memel Territory and who were in the 

service on January lst, 1924, 

The officials and employees in the service of the 

Lithuanian administration who are citizens of the Memel, 

Territory shall be-'subject to th& same rules and shall en- 

joy the same privileges as the officials and employees of 

the other parts of Lithuania, I 
Article 29, 

The authorities of the Memel Territory shall re- 

cognize the acquired rights of all the officials and em- 

ployees employed in the, Memel Territory on January lst,1923,, 

In future t& officials and employees in the sertiice 

of the Territory shall be recruited, as far as possible, 

from a.mong the citizens of the Territory, 

Article 30. . . ;' I. : ;, :. . 
The provisions of Articles 26 and 29 may not be in- 

voked by officials who ha.ve availed themselves of their 

right, to opt in favour of German nationality, 
.: ,/. 

) /  .  .  
Article 31. 

I’ 

tinti. January lst, 1930, the edudational'authorities 

of the Memel Territory sha.11 be free to employ teachers of 

alien nationality to the extent deemed by them to be necessa,ry 

/ for 
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for the proper maintenance of education in the Territory, 

The Directorate shall no.t, however, be entitled to retain 
. 

in the Territory under ths above provision any person against whom 
a. 

the Governor adduces proof that he is engaged in’political 
.:. ,’ 

agitation contrary to the Interests of Lithuan.ia;.’ 
;.. ” I. 

On the expiration of the above-mentioned period, foreign 
: ‘\ 

teachers may be engaged by the authorities of the Territory with 

the consent of the, Lithuanian Government. 
. . 

Privato property shall bo rcspccted; expropriation shall 

only take place for reasons of public utility and in roturn for 
r 

the payment of oquritablo compensation in advance, in conformity 

with the laws, and provided. that the provisions of the. present 

Statuto are not infringed. 

T’he right of companies and. associations,, including 

religiou’s and charitable organizations. to own property ,shat 1 ‘be 
t  

recognized in principle. 
: . 

Article 33 : 

,’ The freedom of meeting and association,;: :the freedom of 
.I 

conscience and the freedom of the Press shall be guaranteed to all 

the inhabitants of ,the Memel Territory without distinction of 

nationality, language, race or religion, subject. to the observance 

of the laws and regulations necessary f,or the maintenance of public 
i 

order, and the security of the State. 

‘*The same sh& I. apply to freedom of teaching and the 
, s;“. 

right of opening schools. 
‘5 ,- : :, 

Article 34 ” : 

Passports shall1 be delivered to citizens of the Memo1 
..,. ., .i 

Territory by the” Directorate of the 1’erritor.y on behalf of the 
. : 

Lithuanian Republic and in accordance with the regulations ,T,/. ‘.; I ; 1, 1 .:, 1. 

/ established 
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AFtB.cle 34 L 
', 

Passports shall be delivered to citizens of the 

Memel Territory by the Directorate of the Territory on 

behalf of the Lithuanian Republic. and in accordance wi3h 

the regulations established by the Lithuanian Government, 

In the passports shall be mentioned both the 

Lithuania.n nationality of the bearer a.nd his status as 

citizen of the Memel Territory, 

Rrticle 35, 

Within a period of one month from the coming into 

force of the present Sta,tute, nego.tia.tions sha.11 be entered 

into between the L.&thuanian Government and the local 

authorities of the Memel Territory for the purpose of dew 

termining the pearcentage of the net yield of the customs 

duties, excise duties and commtbdity taxes, including 

revenues from monopolies dealt with in Article 5, para- 

graph 12, which sha.11 be assigned to the Memel Territory, 

In determining this percentage, a.ccount sha.11 be taken: 
-, a., 

(1) ‘of the a.vera.ge va.lue of imports and exports. per hea.d 

of the population in the Memel Territory and in the other 

pa.rts of Lithua.nia. respectively during the years l92l and . 

1922, spe cia.1 circumsta,nces which ma.y have influenced the 

returns for those years being allowed for; (2) of the ad- 

ditional revenue a.nd expenditure which the transfer of 

sovereignty over the Memel Territory to Lithua.nia. involves 

for the Lithua.nia,.n State, 

The percenta.ge thus determined ma,y be revised from 

time to time by the 1ithuania.n Government in a.greement w.ith 

the 1oca.l authorities of the Memel Territory, 

/ Article 36, 



-21- 

Article 36, 

The tariffs applied on railways and ships to pas- 

sengers and goods, and the postal, telegraphic and tele- 

phonic charges, in the Memel Territory, shall not be higher 

than,.the tariffs applied and the charges,made for the same 

purposes in the other parts of Lithuania, t 

The tariffs applied on the Lithuanian railways to 

passengers and goods coming from or destined for the Plemel 

Territory shall in no case exceed those. applied to passengers 

and goods in-respect of any other journey of the same length 

in another part of the Lfthuanian railway system. 

Article 37. ' 

The"first elections to the Chamber of Representatives 

shall take place within six weeks from the date of the 

coming into force of the present Statute. The Chamber will 

meet fifteen days after the elections, 5 . 

Only inh,abitants of the Ivlemel Territory over twenty- 

one years of age may take part in these elect?ons; provided: 

lo that, having' acquired.Lithuanian nationality on the 

conditions specified in Article g, paragraph 1, of the 

Convention referred to in the preamble to",this Statute, they 

do not opt for German nationality before the date of the 

elections) 

2O that at least fifteen days before the elections 

they opt for Lithuanian nationality on the conditions 

specified in' Article 8, (a) and (b), of the said Convention, 

Article 38, 

The provisions of the present Statute may be modified 

after three years from the ratification by Lithuania of the 

/ Convention 
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Convention of which the s2ic.l Statute forms part, The pro- 

cedure of,amendment s&l& be the following; 'A j ' "1 

The Ch+mber:,of;~Rep~,esentetives'o.f thk Memel Territory .:: ., , 

must pass, the, , bJll.mq@.fyip g ,the $tatute by ~.majority re- 

presenting,three-fifths of the votes of all thei,'members, 

The modifica$ion, a.f$er being adopted by the Chamber, 

must be submitted for thp approval of'the citizens o'f the' 

Memel ,Territory by way of referendum, if i?ot 1~5s than one- 

quarter of all the members of the Chamber or five'thousand 

citizens possessin g the franchise for the Chamber so demand 

within the $hreo months following the adoption'of the modi- 

fication by the Chamber, ~ 

If the modification is approved b-y,two-thirds of the 

citizens participating in the referendum,lt. shalk be s'u&. " 

mitted without delay; for the approval of the Legislktive 

Assembly of Lithuania,. , It shall not come int'o force"unless 

it is approved by t;he s,aid Assembly within'o&&y&ar from the 

date of its submission thereto,' 

‘9 

. !  
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