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1, The resolution of .$he General Assembly of,29 .November 

1947 provided for the organization, by the Governoc,pf the 

.I City of Jerusalem, of a "special police force of adequate ,(.I ,. 
strength1 whose task would be to assist in the maintenance & / 
interWtFnml law and order and to protect me.Holy Pfaoeg, 

.rQl~q;i(.)US buildings and sites $n the City, f$e ,pm3ut&ndated :. 
that the members of this special force were tobe recruited 

outside of PGlestina, and ,the Draft Statute forthe City of 

Jerusalem drawn up by the Trusteeship Co,un&l,,further spe- 

cified that they wero to be selected without di.stinctj.on 

a,s, to nationality, provided that they were qot recruited 

. from among residents of tho City, the Ac$ Stat? or the ,I 
. Jewish State, The size of the force was to b@ $etarmined' . . ..I ,", 

by th:, Governor, I 1 
2. I The responsibilities of the yni,tea Nations Palestine 

Commission, the.organ charged by the, Gpneral Assembly with : ., . . 

I th,e.$mplementation of the Partition Plan, were confined as . : ,I.' 
regards Jarusalem to an interim period of ipdefin$te,dura- 2. I.,. .' 
tion, ,las,ti,ng from the ,date of the termination.of the, : :. \ . 
Mandate (15 May ,1948) until the date of the entTy into , 
force of the Statute fo? Jerusalem,, which according to the, .., ,. * . 

As~fembly~s rosolution.was to be not later than 1 October 

1948 * ' / . ..' " ', :., .'. 

3. “L,.. On 30 JTnuary 1948, the Mandatory Power info??med the 

' /PEilestine 
i,' ., 



Palestine Commission that the Palestine Police Force would 

C0tilSO to exist on 15 May*, The Commission had also boen 

told that the progressive withdrawal. of British troops 

from Palestine would be completed by August 1 and would 

be well under:,way by 15' May, The Commission was therefore 

faced with the problem of filling a security vacuum which 

would in every likelihood be created in Jerusalem from 

*rr 

that date. It accordingly considered the possibility of 

forming an emergency police force to maintain law and order 

in the Jerusalem area until such time as the special 

police force provided for in the resolution came into being. 

4, The Pales tine Commission approached the Mandatory 

Power on the subject and was told that the latter hoped, 

as part of its general policy as the end of the Mandate drew 

near of handing over governmental responsibilities wherever 

possible to municipal. authorities, to set up a municipal 

police force for .Jerusalem, to consist of 300 Arabs and 

300 Jews.* This force would not be dissol.ved on the ter- 

mination of the Mandate and was being formed to ensure at 

least a measure of local security during tho interim 

period after 15 May. Experience of conditions in Jerusalem 

convinced the Government of Palestine, however, that in 

addition to this municipal police force of 600, a force of 

100.0 non-Jewish, non-Arab personnel was the minimum re- 

--.h_. quired for the preservation of law and order in the Jerusalem 

‘. area, * 

5. The Government of Palestine kqformed the Palestine 

Commission that ft estimated that the cost of maintaining 

the 600 local police. would be about EP E7000, most of 
. 

which sum could be contributed by the Jerusalem Municipality. 

* U.532, pp. 17 - 1.8. 
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The additional force of 5,000 men would cost over 

EP 40,000 per month, excluding aras7 ammnitiqn and the 

capf,tal cost of transport. 

6. It should b Q enphasizod that the figure of 1,600 

police was suggested by the Mandatory Power as a ninimum 

figure and for an energoncy period only, It r.lay be 

assurmd that a larger force would bo needed for ths pool- 

nanent mnintananco of law and order in the Jorusalen ai-ea 

and for the protection of the Holy places, 


