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The contradictory reports concerning the’ Ho& Places 
,:: ,<‘, 

.-.r-- 
given daily. by the press and radio are, not reassuring to the 
Christians of Jerusalem and of the .whoTe of Palestine, who . 
already see ,the ruiq of their sanctuaries, and disaster for . 
thems~lv?s unLess the United Nations pu+ into,executicn, : ,, 
PrOmptXy a& erierget$caIiy,: the’ decision taken regardghg the, 
internat$onalization of .the Jerus,a&em area0 

L, Indeed, in spi.te’,of the fact thqt the ,United Nations. 
@neraJ hssemb2y decided s,ometime ago in favour 0.f’ intkrnat;i:on- ! , I), 
aliz~tion, by a large majority, which included 13ri’taih; Belgi~, 
ths Ungted Stat,es, France and the. Latin American ReptibZics, “;“’ I 
and although th? Arab, States, wishing to ,.see peace re-establ,$shed, : (’ * 
have ,abhers.d t,o this decisi.or$. we. ‘not$ce with some anxiety that 
the, q.mst~,& J&&L&! in .&?yhde.;“‘, to. th&detriment of the inter- 

ests of al.1 concerned. 
: ,I ‘,. .a * ‘,-1 * 

We remain convinced that 'internationalization is the 
only equitable’ soZution which could guarantee to the l;ntzsbi*ri 
tants of thdikd~ Places and to pi&r$I+of all religions a@ ’ 

nationaILitie’s, free access ‘to’ theis qmctuaries and holy ‘~3.t~~‘~ . ,;. 
us regqds $ha .~ariA,tio,~ of ,Jerusalem into two zones9 .oW Arab. .’ 
and one Je,$.s,h, this is n,ot only unworkable, but Could not fa$l 
to ,occasion continual friction .and clashes which might have, I I 
very, serious congequences l 

’ . ,F~ODJ $:he: cco~@~iq point of view, the yitua,tiqn has ! 
already been studfed ,by ,e,xpertsF ?Q’o: ;h&ue proved s:‘;a.ti.s.tic&@y , ..’ 
that. the resource,s of the international. terr!tory would ampi? 
s&X’& ‘to’ cover its .budget and, w&Id ‘even provid,e a surplys, 
$x+ t$~ieflg~, t.0 ~,the +ppr.eoiab&e revenue From pilg+Wg+. and ,,.; _,, 
tatiri,st trade l .’ in additiqn, an Internafional City’,Of, ~erU+$.~m . ,. .: ,I *:, ‘.,, .‘,,. ,: ./. ,’ . ‘, 

I : :. ; ,. i . . ‘.i 



would certainly become an imp&t&t centre of world trade? as 
' ,Jt would serve as a point of contact between the Middle East I , and other countrios~ This advantageous situation, moreover) . 

would be .of great assistance in the regrouping of refugees 
driven from the$.r.homes, by the war and on whom the attention 
of the whole.: world. has, 'been focussed:, ,'!I' " ,. :' .;'I, ,,,,: / 

It is 'therefore beyond question t~~t.2nternationalizatian 
is, from ali'points' of view,'not merely just but workable; at 
the same time, it would be a first step towa8ds the re- 
establishmentof effective peace in the Holy Land= 

AS the United Nations is about to meet and to take a 
decision regarding the r8gIme to be set up for the Holy Places, 
the Christians of this area, who have more right than anyone 
to express their opinion on this subject? held a meeting in 
which representatives of all rites took part, and decided un- 
animously to request the United Nations to put into effect 

4mmediately the internationalization of Jerusalem (old and new 7 
cities) and the surrounding area* 

Moreover, ,, it seems to us highly desirable that a vote 
should be taken at the United Nations General Assembly regarding 
the internationalization of Nazareth and its surroundings* 

We therefore take the liberty of entreating the Members 
of :'3ur Organization, in the name of Justice, Humanity and the 
Sacred Rights of Nations, to give,serious consideration to our 

request, in'order to 'put an end to the inhabitantsf.misfortunes 
and disasters and to avo$d further‘complica$ionsp which we have : 
the most right to fear. 
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