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The Government of Israel is much concsrned at the course 

taken by ths arm,isticu negotiations with Syria, The -dele- 

gations have now hold four formal msstings,apart from a 

mmbw of conversations oonductad informally,, and it has 

unfortunately bocoma .clear that the ,Syrian Government is 

unwilling tQ agree to the withdrawal of its forces :occupying 
Israeli territory. In the armistice negotiations with the 

Labanon, ths Gqvarnment of Israal qc.cepte@ the,: prinqiple 

that the political boundary, should rank as ths aqnistica .'. ,!. 
damarcation line, although that line was no.t oonsi.stent .: ..", :. 
with the military situation than uxisting., and,..conaequcntly ., . . 
agreed to withdraw all its forces from Lebanese. territory. ,.. ,, 
This withdrawalms promptly carried out in, accordance with . .' ,. . 
the terms of the armistice agreement. Tha. negotiations 
with Syria can make no progress unless th;! ,:Syrian Government 

is prapared to ,accept the same principle. At the prssant 
. 

moment th@ Syrian dolegation appears to bo using the 

armistioe negotiations, and tha fact that Tyrian.tsoo.ps are 

on Israeli soilj as a m3ans of bringing prassura on Israal 

to agree to what ara liable to ,becomc permanent altorations 

in the frontier betwaen the two, countries. The Govarnment 

uf Israel cannot agree to anything which is calculatad, in .: 
effect, to prejudice the issue in this vital respqct end 

feels *bound to insist upon the withdrawal of 8yri%n troops . 
.to thair own territqry as, an assqnticl canditi,qn,,for ,tha <.I' . 

concZusion .o,f .sn. armist.i.c~ .grse.ment.. ,. ; .' "The.?.cting'Kediator . ..". : ,, 
and :hi.s F3?STes?atativaa gape StrQng supgort to this grinciple 
in tha armistica.n~gotiations .betye.on .Iarael and the Lebanon, ,. 
when‘i$ happenad to operate in th@ iK$eroS.tS Of. th@.L@banWl, I ,., .,..." 
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and the Government oP"I'sra$l hopes that the principle.x$.ll 

receive equally strong support now, although 'its ~~'pii'b~titm: 'II' 
may not be, convenient to the Government of Syria. 

h"' 
L-It IS their-/Government's declared intention of 

mobilizing immediately twenty thousand additional men to Serve 

in the Syr'ian.'armed forces, This mobilization is justified 

by the Syrian I$emier on the.ground that a,.dangero,ug situation 

QXists on the front-b r between Syria a~&TranSj‘ordan, My (. .,. 
Government, however, inclines to' the view tha't this may 

Wrely be a cover for new aggressive action contamplctad 

against Israel, and takes a most serious view of the fact 

that a Step .of this kind Should have been taken at a time 

when armi,stice negotiations, are in progress and when a 

peace conference is ,about to begin. This mobilization'of 

twenty thousand men is elSo, in my Government'.S view,'a 

sekiow violaWon of the terms of the truce. 

Under th&se circumstanced the Government pf Israel, sees '. 
little profit in discussing a final Settleme,nt with the' 

Syrian delegation'nt Lnusanne. Although formally this has 

perhaps not been stated, it is'nevertheless patent that the 

talks at Lausanne reprasaut a post-ar,mistice s,t,age in the 

settlement ofthe l?alestine problem. The Government of 

Israel is determined to exploro.every possibility of , 
readhing a final peaceful settlement'with the Governments 

of Egypt,. ,Transjordsn and the Lebanon, with which it has '1, 
during reoent months concluded armistioe agraemetits. On 

the other hand, so tong as no progress is.in the present 

armistice~.negotiati.onS between Is,rael and Syria,' owing to the 

Syrian Government's refusal to accept th3 .polJti"cnl boundary 

as the armistice.demarcation line, the Isr,aeli. delegation 

to the Confe~rence. at hausann8 Gillbe instructed not to 

enter into eonversatioq.'formal' or~informal, with the 

representatives of Syria. , . 
MY Gotmrngent wouid gra-atly apprectite it if you would 

use your good; offices with the Syrian Government to move that 

Government.to a Speedy conclusion of the armist,ic'e' ne'gotia- 

tions, Such as would'bring about an amicable Settlement of the . .' ' 
question of arr$.stice lines along that front and make PoSSible ' 
the active inclusion of Syria in the conversations at LauSannee 


