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I wish again to thauk the Commission, in the name of my delegatioﬁ;
for its welcome to us. | It has always been thé earnest desire of my
Government to see permanent peace established between Israel and her Arab-
neighbours for the sake‘not only of the Middle East but df the world as a
whole. My Govermment is convinced that peace and stability in the Middle
East is a vital necessity for the peacec of the world, The Israel delega-
tion has come to this conference for the purpese of hagoﬁiafing a final |
peace settlement with the Arab States.

We have aliready had ankopportunity of making known to the Commission
the view held strongly and consistently by the‘Govérmnantyof Israal, that
only bywdifect negotiations betwoon Israel and her neighbours can tgere
be ﬁny real hbpe of achieving peace. This, indeed, is the conclusion
which the Commisslon itself reached last year and which it duly reported
to the General Assembly., If the irabs had any gcnﬁiﬁeudesire for the
settlement of ihe prbblcms outstanding between us, they:wnuld agree to
talk these ﬁroblems over and work out mutually acceptablewprocedures.

They cannot, in feason, claim to Wanﬁ a settlement, and at the saﬂw timé
refuse to discuss it with the othér party concerned.}"If difucﬁ and frank
talk is made impossible by the Arab‘delegations'-oontinued refusal to meéf

us and talk things over, I fear our presence here wiil be of no great profit.
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As ~ first step towords the achicvement of neoce my delegation, as
already indicated, is willing to subscribc to a declaration such as that
indicated by the Commissicn, concerning each country's right to sceurity
and freedom from attack, and binding cach to refrain from warlike or hostile
acts ﬂg?ih”t nvthbr and promote the return of permancnt ponce, Vie agree
cntirely with the Comm1551un if I nay use Vour wordb, thqt no anstructlvc
progress towards a lutlon of our problema is p0581b1c unlbss a1l the
partics, at the outset of these discussions ‘here, explicitly accept these
obligations. We are pr@pared here and now 1o extend to each and every
one of the Lrab Stwtus bhe offer of a pact of non~nggr6551on. 'WQ should
see in acceptanoe of this offer a real token of tho Arab States' williﬂg~
néss to‘work tows rdé thu esscntial g Daml of this C)nfLTLnCu - thc rkotnr~tlon
of poﬂcu in the Middle Jmst

he plight of the areb refugess was the dircct rgsulfnof:th@ hosti-
11t1”~ ;aunched by the‘gyabs themsclves ogainst Isracl to crush her out
of exisﬁence at.birth, and the real cloadm of the refugceé ligs ngainét the
Arab Governments which sent their ocrmies to invade Israul 1ﬁ cynlcdl |
violatidn of their iﬁtornati&nal obligations. T am, howeygr,_q4thorised
to statq that the iér&el Government is willing to maké £ céﬁtributimn to
the resettlement ofﬁthe refugges,_but it must naturally iﬁsist that such
an arfanéement be muﬁual. As the Commission well knows, Isrncl has taken‘
in som; 200,000 Jew1sh rufu"eos frum thu urﬂb States in the pa st two or
three years, a large numbur of Whom,WbTP deprived of thblr Dronorty and
asscts by‘the Arob Go crnmcnto conCprned My dclegatlon 15 wllllng to
unbark upon a dlscu051un of this quostlnn with the Arab States,'w1th a

view to f:ndlng a constructlvc OVurﬂll solutlon to thc problem of thg

frefugees.
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We are ﬁlso w1lllng to tuke up thu questlon of blOCkbd accounts,

.

though huru too 1t lS understood bh " any dlSCUUSlOn of thu ma ttcr will
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include the blocked accounts in Irag of the Jews who have left that country
and found admission to Isrocl.

The whole emphasis of our offorts rests on the achievement of peace,
We suggest that three preliminary steps may well lead us all to this
objective,  First of all, accoptance by all the parties of a non-aggression
agreement along the lines sugrested, Secondly, dircect negotiations
betweeﬁ Isracl and the Areb Stetcus, in conformity with the conclusion which
the Commission itself réached last autumn, Thirdly, before any proposals
are considered, an agreement on what are the oubstanding problems which

should constitute the agenda of this conferecnce, for it is dupossible to
envisage that a conference can succeed if the parties have not even agreed,
or been given an opportunity to agree, on what are to be the subjccts of
discussion and on the procedures to be followed,

If the Areb delegotions refuse to commit themselves to a policy of
peacs, 1f they are unable to say that it is pecce they have come hers to
sock, then, Sir,'if we are to be completely frank and realistic, I fecl
bound to say that this attitude of the Arabs condemns ﬁur efforts to
failure in advance, If, on the other hand, they sre as anxious as we are
to pave the road towards pecace, they would find our delegation happy to
meet’ them in a common. effort to achieve this high aim, and I feel curtain

that success would not clude our grasp.



