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I Ii&%4 thS* honour to aalrrsow~ed~e”&keipt ai’ your I&ter 6f 7 Jay' 1953 

setting fprth for the Commissionts consideration cartain observatlonfi of 
ybur.Governm4nt with’ reprd Co, *he queqtion of $rab $ropor%$ in Isr$el 
mkd. ‘in’ it let&r”a&dresaed’ to youi deligatiori by the Commission on X4, May 1953 
Meanwhile the Commission has rooeived a further oommvnication from the interest@ 

,...Arab Governments, a copy of which is attached hereto,* 

Jh ‘your %tCer .you s$dti ‘%h.at the declared polioy of your Government on 
” ‘4kk’&~estiori bf c&n&nsation is not affected by any internal arrangements which 

might be made far de&&j with the property according to the laws of Israel, 
It WEI? however, on this very question of the tinner 2n which Arab property 
was being dealt with in Israel, and not on ths queetion of compensation, that 
the Commission had sou#t information from your delegation& 

St will be recalled that in the resolutiono of 11 Pecember 1948 ancl 
14 December 1950 the General AstJembly gave the Commission a responsibility in 
connexion with the protection of the proger‘t;y rights of the refugees, 

For these reasons the Cor&ssion is seeking Infor’mStion from your Govemmeni 

on the followtig po3ntst 

(a ) Has the disposal of property belongJ.ng to Arab refugees now TeSidivrg 
outside the borders of Israel been authol”iasd by your Gove??rkment? 

(b) If so, under what conditions is this disposal to be carried out and 
to what txcbxrt, if’ any, has it already been put into effect? 

(c) JIf rsuch progerty has been disposed of, is the money realized being 
held in the name of the orig5naJ owner to be paid to him at SOMB future 
&ta as compensation for the loss of his property, if he chooses not to 
return? 

(a) Elave the necessary rn~atwrtxi been &&en to e!%~re the z&titution of 
their property to such refugees as might be repatriateal 
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ConcWW.ng the question of comaensation, you state in your letter of 
1 July $hat: “The Govsmme2it of Israel has on repeated occasions affirrmed its 
policy in n@ml to payment of compenpation for abandoned Arab lands in Ismel, 
and is prepared, as indicated on those occasions, to dlacuss t;ho qusstfon in 
practical term,s”, 

You will no doubt .recall that ,as a result of your dele@tion*s suggestion 
made dur?.ng the RarW conference, that concrete. discussions on the question Of 
eval2uation should’ tie’ held immediately tiith the Commission OF with any other 
United Nations body designated for the pur’p~se, the Conciliation ~OmDliss~Oll 
dispatched its land spocialQt..to Jerusalem in May 1932 and instructed him to 
meet with the competent Israeli tikt@or$t$es ‘With a view to reaching agreement 
on the form axld substance of. the p~posed ~.&l~cussions * 2hf0ti~teiy it proved 
+npossible at that t$e 

I’ ‘. del,ega%ion ti ‘Peiris , 
to ini$i@e Ihe fuX1 discus&oxis suggested by your 

However, in vl&~ of the &atement ti your recent letter; 
the.CommTsefon.wou$d be pleased tb receive In greater d&art1 your Govement’s 
present, views, regaudiqg the initiation at this time qf such disoussionlj ti 
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keneired assqnces of my hlgk consideration. 

>, practical ,terms * ,., 

Please accept, E+, j&e 
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