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*. ” Sir, 
;: ,, ‘_.‘, 

1.. ; 
"'i'&,& ,ihe ho&& to x&err $0 ybur letter of.29 JULY l~~~;'r&cei+ed'~~'~ .I,, .' 

in;ix&iy to my'communication of 7 July 1953, aqd to 'offer the fol&&g~~" _.., ., ,, .*I ,,, :, 
observations on the points raised by your bor&~ssion: I" ; 

I. 
(a) :, The disposal of property to which your letter refers h&s 

,. i., , . . 
i ' 

becn'authoriz~d by my Government and effected in‘&cdrdance" 

(4 

with the p~ovisrtons of the ,&~@n'scn~~~ Property Law, 5710-1950, 

c&py of which is attached for sefere6ce. 

Tl~is property which, under the above law, became vested in the, 

hktodian of Abseentees' Property, has been transferred to 

the Development Authority which was set up under the terms 

of the Development Authority Law, 5710-1.950. 

Funds realized in consideration for the property. under, ,-' ;.,,T I:'.( * *_ .I..' ,,._I I 
reference axe treated in accordance with the proYis~on;s, ,:., : : ;.‘: 

of Section 4 (d) of the Absentees' Property Law. The. 

countervalue is credited to the property for which it has 

been received s&.x&, in the circumstances under which the 

property has been abandoned, this has proved to be the 

only realistic way of dealing with this matter. 
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(d) It is the policy of the Government of Israel to ensure 6 
the integration of those refugees who are legally 

authorized to enter Israel. On the other hand, the 

views of my Government with respect to the over-all 

solution of the refugee problem are sufficiently well " 

known and have been presented to the Com&ssion as 

well as in author5zed statements 3y representatives 

'of the Government .of 'Israel in the UnFted NatiOns 

and elsewhere. . : 

Concerning discussions on the question of evaluation, as suggested in your 

letter, my Government is actually engaged in preparatory work in 
to offer compensation for abandon&d ' 

implementation of its declared policy ' 
Arab lands in Israel, The work is expected to be completed fairly soon 

and my Government will then.be prepared to state its views on the subject 
* 

in concrete terms. 

Please accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 

/s/ ,Abba Eban 

Permanent Representative of 
Israel to the United Nations 

The Chairman 
Palestine Conciliation Commission 
United Nations Readquarters 
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ABSENT$ES' PROPERTY LAW,, 5710-1950% 

Interpretation. 

2. In this Law - 

(a) "pr6perQ-f' includes'irr&ov&ble and movable property, 
moneys, an immediate or contigent rjght inproperty, 
goodwill and any right in a body of persons or its 
management; , 

04 "abscntee"*means -, 

(1) a person'who, at any time in the period between 
the l6th Kislev, .5708 (29th November, '3.947) and 
the day on which a declaration 3.s published, under 
section 9 (d) of the Law and Administration Q PI 
Ordinance, ~5708-~.gJ&++, to the effect that the 
state of emergenky declared by the Provisional 
Council of State'on the 10th Iyar, 5708 
(19th. May, 194-8) ***? has ceased to exist, was 
or is the lawful owner of property situated 
in the area of Israel or enjoyed or enjoys the 

,benefi.t of, or held, or holds such property, 
whether by'himself or through another person, 
and who, at any time during the said period - 

(i) was or is. a n,ational or citizen of the 
Lebanon, Egypt, Syria, Saudi-Arabia, 
Trans-Jordan, Iraq or the Yemen, or 

(ii) was or is in any of those countries or fn 
any part of. Palestine outside the area 
of Israel, or 

(iii) was or is a Palestinian citizen and left or 
leaves his ordinary places of residence in 
Palestine 

(a) for a place outside Palest$ne before 
the 27U1 Av., (1st September, 1948); or 

(b) for a place\ in Palestine held at the 
time by forces which sought to prevent 
the establi,shment of the State of Israel 
or which fqught against it after its ' 
'establishment; 

-n Passed by the Knesset on the 25th Ada??? 5710, (14th March, 19.50). 
H O.G. No. 2.of 12th Iyar, 5708 (21.5.43), Suppl. I, p.1. 
-wM K No. 2 of 12th Iyar, 5708 (21.5.48), Suppl. I, p-6. 

1’ 
.  
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I, . . (i)’ a body,of'persons. whi'cch~ at any time during the 
period specified in paragraph (l), was or is the 
lawful otter of property situated in the area of, 
Isrs.el or enjoyed or 'e~joys"the"~enefit of, or held 
or holds, such property,,whether'by itself or 
through,another person, and. all the members, 

i ., .I : ,_,' partners;' shareholders, directors or managers of 
?*.' ,'i, ,. . :(, ,' which'were or are absentees within the meaning of 

I r I ; ,: .'paragraph'(l), or the 'management of the business 
of which was or is otherwise decisively controlled 
by such:absentees, or all the capital of which was 
or is in the hands of such absentees; ., . .,,. 

: ,:.' ,'( ,I (cl. "Palestinian citizen",means a person who, on the 
1 16th Kislev, 5708,.(29th November, 1947) or thereafter, 

* was or'is a Palestinian citizen according to the 
provisions of the Palestinian Citizenship Orders, 

. . ', 'a 1925-l&1, Consolidated* and includes a Palestinien ., 
I resident who, on the said day or thereafter, had or 

has no citizenship or nationaiity or whose 
citizenship or nationality was or is undefined or 
un&ar; 

' (d) "body of persons" means a body constituted in or outside 
Palestine, incorporated or unincorporated, registered 
or not registered, and includes a company, partnership, 
cooperative society, society under the Law of 
Societies of the 29th Rajab, 1327 (3rd August, 1909) 
and any other legal person and any institution 
owning property; 

(4 "absentee property" means property the lawful owner of 
which, at any time during the period between the 
16th Kislev, 5708 (29th Novemcer, 1947) and the day ': , 'on which a declaration is published, under section 9 (d) 
of the Law and Administration Ordinance, 5708-lp48**, 
to the effect that the state of emergency declared 

'. ,, by the Provisional Council of State on the 10th Iyar, 
., 5708 (19th ky, 1948***) has ceased to exist, was 

or is an'absentee, or which an absentee held or holds 
,.' ._' or the benefit of which an absentee enJoyed or enjoys, 

whether by himself'or throu,gh another person; but 
it does not include movsblk property held by an 
absentee and exempt from attachment or seizure under 
section 3 'of the Civil Procedure Ordinance, 1938**+9 

* Palestine:'Gazette No. 1351 o? 10.8,44, Suppl. II, p. 755 (Engl; Ed.), 
-Ms O.G. No: 2 of'12th Iyar, 5708 (23.5.48), suppli ;, $.'l. ', 

*** OiG, No, 2 of.12th Iyar, 5708 (21;5.48), p/6:. ', ', 

I 
x-++++* Palestine Gazette No. 781 of 7.5.38, Suppl. I, -p. 25 (Engli,sh Ed.), 
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Appointment 3. (a) 
of inspectors, 
agents and 
employees. 
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"vested property" means property vested in the 
Custodian under this Law> 

"held broperty" means vested propexty actually.held by 
the Custodian, and inc.ludes property acquired in' 
consideration of vested property; 

"released pqopexty" means property released under 
section 28; ., ., 

"area of Israel'* means the area in wh$ch the law of the 
St&e of Israel applaes; 

"bill" means a bill of exchange, cheque, promissory 
note or any other negotiable instrument. 

The Minister of Finance shall appoint, by order 
published in the State Records, a Custodianship 
Council for AbsenmrGGK and shall designate 
one of its me&ers.to be the chairman of the Ccuncil. 
The Chairman 6f the Council shall be called the 
Custodian. 1 

The Custodian may bring an action and institute any 
other legal proceeding against any person and be 
a plaintiff, defendant or otherwise a paxty in any 
legal proceeding. 
The Custodian is entitled to be represented in any 
legal proceeding by the Attorney-General, of the 
Government of Israel ox his representative. 

When the Custodian ceases to hold office, his 
funqtions, powers, rights and duties shall 
automaticaliy pass to the Minister of Finance; 
when any other person is appointed Custodian, the 
said functions, powers, rights and duties shall 
automatically pass to him, and so on from Custodian 
to Custodian. 

The Custodian may, with the approval in wxiting of 
the Minister of Finance, appoint inspectors of 
absentee property and delegate to any of them any 
of his powers, except the power to appoint inspectors. 
A notice of the appointment and scope of powers ,of 
every inspector shall be published by the Custodian 
in the State Records. 

The Custodian may appoint agents for the management 
of held property on his behalf and fix and pay 
their remuneration. 

The Custodian may appoint officials and other 
employees, whose status shall be the same as that 
of other State erqloyees. 
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Vestil:g,.df .‘I ,.L.’ (a) ..: Subject to”the,:provisioms,;of th$s Law - 
Absentee 

> .Pxoper-ty $n., . . 
(1)” ~i’&~&&& pro&rty”is hereby vested in the 

‘, -,“.’ - ” Cust&Jia~.; .I:‘_ ‘.j) :, ;“, ,‘:!, Custodisin I es .:from the ‘dayof publication of his 
. .,, . . 3 :. ‘. ” ,, I . . . apPo,$ntment: ox the day on which it becomes 

‘. .I .I absentee pxop,erty,) ,,whi.chever is the latex; 

‘: .+ :..: ‘. . i. ’ ‘, n’:‘:., 

I ., 
t; . . 

:.I 
,,I ..8, . 

!; ‘: ‘.J ,,..; 1’ I, 
;’ ” .” 

, ..‘.,::y; .,,.’ :‘., 

,’ ‘, ,, ! 

,,.i: ’ 

. , .  
,.‘, I  .  1 

Identity of 5. 
absentee ’ 
unknown. 

Hading over ,6,* 
property to 
Custodian. 

Care of ‘held 7. 
8 property, ” 

expenses and 
investment * 

I_ I  ’ 

:. . ', ..(2.) ,. ..Any’xight .an absentee’,ha$ :$n any property’ shall 
pass automatically to .the Custod3.an at the time 

. of ,,the. vesting of the,.pxoperty; the status of the . . , . 2 ,,. * 
Custodrian’ shall’ be :‘the same ss was that of the 

‘!’ olhier ‘Of’ the property. 

$3) ’ i5 ‘p le. ‘&o&&s ‘of ‘~este’d’~p,ropex$ shall be dealt with 
’ like “the vested ‘property yielding the proceeds. 

6x ceases to. be, absentee property under 
section 27; 

(2) may be taken over by the Custodian wherever he 
~ play find it. 

(d) If the ‘Custodian acquires any pxopexty, not being 
absentee property at the time of the acquisition, la 

t ,exchange fox ve,sted property, the acquired pxaperty 
, shaU become held property and be dealt with as was 
the property in exchange’ fox which it was acquired. 

The fact that the identity of an absentee is unknot shall 
not prevent his property fxom,being absentee property, 
vested. property, held property, or released property. 

A person having in his possession any absentee 
property 3s bound to hand it over to the Custodian. 

A person having a. debt’ to, ox any other obligation 
towards an absentee shall pay such debt or discharge 
such’ obligation to the Custodian. ‘<A 1’ 

” ‘!’ 
The Custodian shall take care of held propexty, 
either by himself or through other persons ‘having 
his c6nsent.. I 

The ‘Custodian may, ‘either ‘by himself or through 
other persons having his consent, incur any expenses 
and make any Wvestmexlt necessary fox the care, 
ma-j.ntenance ) repair or. development of held property 
ox fox other, sSmzLlax, purposes. 

; I, L s : # 
4 ‘,. . . ‘. 

’ . ..’ :” 



Absentees' 8. 
business. 

Payments to 9. 
persons 
supported 
by absentee,s, 
and to 
absentees; 
payments for 
purposes of trust. 
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(a) The Custodian may carry on the management of a 
business on behalf of an-absentee, whether or not he 
indicates that the business is managed by the 
Custodian, but he shall always have the ri@t to sell 
or grant a lease of the whole or a part of the 
business, and -' 

(1) if it is the business of an individual person - 
to wind it up; 

(2) if it is the business of a partnership all the 
partners of which are absentees, or of a 
company all the directors or shareholders of 
which,,are absentees,' or of a cooperative society 
all the members of which are absentees'- to 
liquidate the psrtnership, company or cooperative 
society by order.published in the State Records. 

(b), If the,Custodian has published an order of liquidation 
under subsection (a) (2), the liquidation shall be 
conducted -. 

(1) in the case of a partnership or company - as if 
the order of liquidation had been made by a 
competent.court in accordance with part V of the 
Partnershpg Ordinance* or in accordance with 
part VI of the Companies Ordinance**, as the case 
may be; 

(2) in the case of a cooperative society - as if the 
order of liquidation had been made by the Registrar 
of Cooperative Societies in accordance with 
section 47 of the Cooperative Societies Ordinance** 
and in every case as if the Custodian had been 
appointed as a liquidator who shall not be replaced 
by.anothar liquidator. 

(a) If the Custodian is of the opinion that a particular 
person was supported by an absentee, he'may grant 
allowances to that person out of the held property 
of that absentee, at such rates as in the opinion of 
the Custodian is necessary for the maintenance of 

"that person, provided that those rates shall not I 
exceed 50,pounds per month in respect of any 
$uch person. 

i 

x- Laws of Palestine, Vol. II, cap. .103> p. 104 (English Edition). 
*5Y- Laws cf Palestine,'Vol. I, .cap. 22, p. 161 (English Edition). 

*** laws of Palestine, Vol. I, cap. 24, p. 360 (English Edition). 
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iJ~isp&ssession. IO, 
(; " : 14) 

' 8. ;..' ,, ,: ‘, '.' ' 
,,. " 

., ,..,, i"' . ,,' 
1 : : ., ' 

.a 

d. ._ 

,. 

If,~seversl persons wer,e. supported by the same,absentee, 
and ,there':are, i,n:the opinion of the Custodian,,.rK&tior. 
betwees.them,:,the Custodian may pay the allotiances to 
one, of them for all of them. 

The Custodian may also grsnt an allowance es aforesaid 
to the absentee‘kiimself; if In the opinion of the 
Custod$an such.,anial2owance is necessary for the 
maintenance of the..aSseniee. 

Income from vested prgperty wh?ich 5s a trust may be 
expanded by the .Custodiari, wholly or in part, for 
purposes for whFch the trust was establlshed. 

IFvested property of the category of immovable 
property is held by a person who, in the opinion of the 
Custodian, has no right to hold it, the Custodian may 
confirm this fact by a certificate, signed by him and 
describing the property. Such a certificate shall be 
dealt with like a judgement in favour of the Custodian 
for the,dispossession of the holder of the vested 
property, . 

Upon the. certificate being submitted to.the 
Execution Office, the Execution Office shall serve 
a copy thereof on every holder of the property 
described therein, in the same manner in which a 
copy of a judgement is served on a judgement 
debtor, and shall proceed 4s it would in the 
execution,of a judgement for dispossession, The 
dispossession shall be consldered as an urgent 
matter within the meaning of section 38 of .the 
Execution Law of the 11th May 1914, except that 
the time within which the holder of the property 
shall be required to relinquish it shall be seven 
days. 

T% a person holding property as aforesaid'bonte'nds 
that he has a right to hold it and proves'to'the 
satisfaction of, the Chief Execution Offid'er ‘tha't 
there is some substance in his contention,,the:: 
Chief Execution Officer may stay the execution for 
such time as he may think fit, in order, to enable 
the holder to apply to a competent court and 
establish his right+ ,' 

holder has' applied to a'competent court and proved 
his right to,hold the property, the court shall cancel 
the certifidate and the exebution proceedings taken' 
thereunder. ,,, ., ,, 

2’ 

. ,  , .  
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If on any,vested property, being of the category of 
immovable property, a,'building has been built, or is 
being .built, without permission in writing from the 
Custodian, the Custodian may order that - 

(1) any building operations on the property shall be 
discontinued within the time prescribed in the 
order; I 

(2) .the building shall be demolished; 

(3) the expenses involved in the enforcement of an order 
under paragraph (2) shall be paid to him by the 
persons responsible for the building operations or 
by t'ne persons who carried them out. 

An orderunder subsection (a) (1) shall be posted up,in 
a conspicuous position. on the property to which it 
relates, or as close to it as possible, and any person 
contravening the order shall be guilty of an offence and 
be dealt with as provided in section 35(a). 

An order under subsection (a) (12) shall be submitted to 
the Execution Office, and the Execution Office shall 
serve a copy thereof on whomsoever it concerns, in the 
same manner in which a copy of a judgement is served on 
a judgement debtor, and shall proceed as it would in the. 
execution of a ,demolition order. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

,(5). 

Anyone aggrieved by an order under paragraph (1) or 
(2) of subsection (a) may appeal against it to the 
District Court in whose axea of jurisdicti.on the 
property is situated, within seven days of the day 
on whi.ch the order comes to his knowledge, 

The appeal shall be lodged and determined by way 
of application by motion. The Custodian shall be 
respondent in the appeal. 

The lodging of an appeal shall not stay the 
enforcement of the order unless a judge of the 
District Court so orders. 

The District Court may confirm the order, with or 
without modifications, or cancel it. 

The decision of the District Court in an appeal 
under this section shall be final, 

If the Custodian has ordered as specified in 
paragraph (2) of subsection (a), he may remove from the 
property, or retain under his control, any materials, 
tools and instruments found on the property, .in order to 
clear the @operty or to secure reimbursement of his 
expenses in conncxiOn with. the enforcement of the order. 
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(f) 
. 

Applicat&-' .QY , '(a) 
of Rent ', ': 
Restrictions 
(Dwelling4Rouses ) 
Orditianc;e, . J.940. ." ': 
and Rent 
Restrictions 
(,Bus ines s Premises ) 
Ordinance,. 1941, 

, ,  !’ ;  .  . .  

(b) 
..I .c 

‘. 
.; 

.; . 

I 

(4 

"Building", in this section, has, the Same meaning 
as in section 2 of %he Town Planning. Grdinatide , j' :yS*.. 

'In the case of property to which the prc+s,ions of‘the 
Rent Restrictions (DwellingwHouses) Ordinance, ,1940*: 
or the Rent Restrictions (Business Premises) Ordinance, 

1941, are applicable, and .which is vested in'the 
Custodian, the person who held it immediately before 
the day of its vesting - whether under an agreement 
made before the owner of the property became an absentee 
or in virtue of the protection afforded by the 
provisions of one of those Ordinances - or his successor, 
shall be protected by ,those provisions evar~ after the 

'vesting of. the property. 

(1) If vekted property, being a house or a part of a 
house, is let by the Custodian as a separate 
dwelling, within the meaning of section 3 of the 
Rent Restrictions (Dwelling Houses) Ordinance, 
lglLO*c*, the provisions ,of that Ordinance shall 
apply to it oubject to the provisions of 
subsections (c), (d) and (e) and with the following 
modifications and adaptations: 

* Palestine Gazette No, 

Palestine Gazette No. 
-x-x Palestine Gazette No. 

(1) The rent fixed in the contract of lease, witl: 
such reduction (if any) as has been made 
under subsection (d), shall be deemed to be 
the basic rent; 

( ii) the' words "rent at the agreed rate as 
modified by this Ordinance!', appearing in 
section 'sis (1) of that Ordinance, shall be 
deemed to refer to the rent fixed in the 
contra& of lease, with such reduction 

/- (if any) as has been made under subsection (6 
shallbe deemed to be the maximum rent fixed 
under section 6 (1) of that Ordinance, 

The Wnister of Finance may, by regulations, prescribe 
rules to be followed in fixing the rent. 

(1) A lessee aggrieved by the fixing of the rent in 
his contract of lease may appeal against it to 
the Magistrateat Court in whose area of jurisdiction 
the property is situated, 

589 of 4*6.36, s uppl. I, p. 157 (English‘Edition) (f 
7'70 of 24,3,38, S uppl. Ir p* 14 (English Edition) 
1065 of 20.12.&O, Suppl. 1, p, 289 '(English Edition) 



(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(4 (1) 

The appeal shall be lodged 
af application by motion,, 
respondent in the appeal, 

The Magistratest Court may confirm the rent fixed 
in the contract of lease, or reduce it, subject 
to such rules (if any) as have been prescribed 
under subsection (c) and having regard to all the 
circumstances~of the case. 
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and determined by way 
The Wstodian shall be 

If vested praperty, being business premises 
withrh the meaning of the Rent Restrictions 
(Business Premises) Ordinance, l&l++, and situated 
in an area to which that Ordinance has been made 
applicable, is let by the Custodian, the 
provisPons of that Ordinance shell apply to it 
subject to the provisions of,subsections (c), (d) 
and l(e<), except that the rent fixed in the contract 
of lease, with such reduction (if any) as has been 
made under subsection (d), .shall be deemed to be 
the maximum rent f,ixed under 'section 6 (1) of that 
Ordinance. 

If the 

W 

(ii) 

Idagistrates'Court reduces the rent- 

it shall fik the date from which the 
reduction shall have effect, provided that 
this date shall not be earlier than the 
date of the lodging of the appeal; 

it may'order that any amount exceeding the 
rent so reduced which the lessee has paid ' 
in respect Ol’ a period sUbSeqLlent to the 
date fixed under subparagraph (i), shall 
be refunded to the lessee. 

The decision of the Magistrates' Court in an appeal 
under this subsection shall be 'final. 

If vested property is held by a person in virtue of 
the protection afforded,by the provisions of the 
Rent Restrictions (Dwelling-hBouses) Ordinance,,., l&O, 
or the Rent Restrictions (Business Premises) 

Ordinance, 1941, in accordance with subsection (b) 
and its vacation by the holder is;in the opinion 
of the Custodian, required for purposes of 
developing the place or area in which the property 
is situated, the Custodian may, after placing 
suitable alternative acccmmodation at the holder2s 

* ;al.esttil~azette No. 1.086 of 31.3.41, Suppl, 1: p. 19 

* 
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.  
L 

.,. ,. 

Cultivators 
(Protection) 

‘$3 l 

Ordinance not 
to apply. ) 

: 

.  .  

, disposal, make an order of vacation in respect Of 
the property. Such an order shall, be dealt with 
like a judgement in favour of the Custodian for 
the dispossession of the holder of the vested 
property . 

(2) TJpon the order being submitted to the Execution 
Off ice, .the Execution Off ice shall serve a copy 
thereof. on ‘the holder of the property., in the same 
manner in which .a copy of a judgerrlent is served on 
a judgement debtor, and shall proceed as it would 
in the ‘execution of a judgement for dispossession. 

(3) .,(‘i) The hold er of prop&ty &I respect of which 
an order OT vacation has been made under 
thio sbbgection, may appeal against it to 
the District Court in whose area of 
jurisd’iction the property is situated, 
within fourteen days of the day on which 
the order came to his knowledge, on the plea 
that no suitable alternative accommodation 
has been placed at his disposal. 

(ii) The appeal &all be’ lodged and determined by 
way of application by motion. The 
Custodian shall be respondent in the appeal. 

(iii) The lodging of an appeal shall stay any 
execution proceedings under paragraph (2.). 

(iv) The District Court may confirm the order, 
n. with or without modifications, or cancel it. 

,(v) The decision of the District Court in an 
appeal under this paragrape shall be final. 

A person holding vested property, ‘being a holding within 
t&e meaning of the Cultivators (Protection) Ordinance*, 

_ 

shall nbt be protected by the provisions of that Ordinance 
u.n,L~ss, he held it,. immediately before the vesting of the 
property in the Custodian, by virtue of the protection 
affoyded by those provisions, 

Laws of Palestine, Vol. I, cap 40, p, 506 (English Edition) _I__,- 
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If the vested property is a grove, vineyard ox other 
plantation, or any other agricultural la,nd, and the Custodian 
has handed it over to a person for the purpose of cultivation‘ 
that person shall be entitled to enjoy tine produce in 
accordance with the terms stipulated between him and the 
Custodian and his right shall have priority over any charge 
created in favour of another person theretofore, but any 
such charge shall'extend also to the income due to the 
Custodian from that property, 

,(a) The fact that any property becomes absentee propert; 
or vested property shall not invalidate any mortgag: ' 
pledge or other charge, or any right of tenure or 
use, legally created on or in it theretofore. 

(b)' No' execution proceedings Bhall be taken, and no act 
und& section 14 of the Land Transfer Ordinance* 
shall be done, in respect of vested property, and 
no recourse shall be had to sections 8, 9 or 10 of 
the Lair on the Partition of Immovable Property of 
the 14th Muharramj 1332, in respect of vested 
property, except by permission in writing from the 
Custodian or, if such permission, having been 
applied for after the 13th Nisan, 5'710 
(3lst March 1950), is not given within a year of 
the day on which it was applied for, at the 

\ expiration of the year., 

(c) An,.attachment imposed on absentee property,‘whether 
before or after it becomes vested property, shall 
not prevent the Custodian from divesting himself 
of the property under this Law; and if he has so 
divested himself, the attachment shall apply, 
instead of to the property, to the consideration 
which he has received for it. 

If the Custodian or a person acting, directly or indirectly, 
under his instrudtions, has taken over any property, or done * 
any act in respect of any property, in the honest and 
reasonable, but mistaken, belief that the property is 
absentee property, the Custodian or that person shall not 
bear any civil'responsibility therefore beyond that which 
he would bear if the property had at the time been absentee 
property. 

SC Laws of Palestine, Vol. II, cap. 81, p. 881 (English Edition); .-a-- 
Palestine Gqzette No. 782 of 12,5.38, Suppl, I, p. 28 (English Edition); , 

Palestine Gazette No. 938 of 22.9.%?, Suppl. I, p. 107 (English Edition). 
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Validfty of 17, 
transactions. ,. 
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property 
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‘. cotii3idered 
vested 
property. - I 
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Limitation lg. 
of powers of 
Custodian, i 

Any transaction made .in good faith between the:Custodian 
and another person jn respect of any property which the’ 

I 

Custodian considered’ ‘at the time of the transaction to be 
vested property, shall ‘not be. invalidated and shall remain 
&II force even iT it is ‘proved’ that the property was not 
at the time vested p+operty, 

(a) If a competent court decides that some property which 
the Cus todlan consider&d tq ‘be vested property is not 
vested property, the Custodian’shall, subject to the 
provisions of section 17, hand over the property ‘or 
the consideretiontrhich he has received for it; as’ the 
case mnj;: be, to such person as the court’ may in its’, 
decisicn direct or, if no such direction has ‘been g;lven 
by the court,, to ,the person fro,m whom the Custodian 
re cc i b-a3 the property; if ‘that person is not known to 
him, the Custodisn &all apply to a competent Court 
for directions. 

(5) IftheC td us o ian ascertains that some property which he 
.consi&ered to be!vested property is not vested property, 
he may, subject to the provisions of section 17, hand 
over the property’s?? the consideration which he has 
received for it, as the case may be, to the person who 
in the ‘opinion of the Custodian is entitled to hold 
the property of’the consideration. 

(a) If the ,vestcd psoierty is of the category of immovable 
property, the Custodian shall not - 

: (i) 

(2) 

.’ 

sell Qr otherwise transfer the right of ownership 
thereof : P$ovided that if a Development Authority 
is established under a Law of the Knesset, it ahall 
be lawful for the Custodian to sell the property to 
that Development Authority at,a price not less- 
than its official value; ,. 
grant a lease of the property ‘for a t&m. $ceeding 
8 tx years e,kcept - I., 

‘(i) to’th 
,‘, 

e said Development Authoiity;‘ and,,on 
leasing property to it, the Custodian’shall 
stipulate in the contract :of lease that 

’ the annual rent payable by it shall not 
be less than an amount equal,, to 8 per cent 
of the official value of the property; or 

(ii) to another lessee who undertakes in the 
contract of lease to cultivate or develop 
the prcperty to the sat,isfaet$on of the 
Custodian . . 1 . ‘; .,, 

I. .‘, 
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A voluntary partition of immovable property held in 
musbat shall not'be considered, for the purposes of 
&<ction {a), as a transfer of the right of 
ownership of immovable property. 

If the Custodian grants a lease of any property for 
a termexceeding three years, the provisions of the 
Land,Transfer Ordinance* shall not apply to the 
lease; but the Custodian may,apply for registration 
of the lease'under that Ordinance. 

"Official value",' in this section, means - 

(1) in respect of property which was chargeable, in 
the financial year. 19k7-1948, with urban property 
tax under the Urban Property Tax Ordinance, 1940** - 
an amount 16-2/3 times the net annual value fixed 
for it, forthe purposes of that Ordinance, in the 
last assessment before the 6th Iyar, 5708 
(15th May 1948); 

(2) in respect of property which was chargeable, in 
.the financial year 19&T-1948, with rural property 
tax under the Rural Property Tax Ordinance, 
1g42*** - 

W 

W 

If it is an industrial building within 
the meaning of that Ordinance - an amount 
l&2/3 times the net annual value fixed 
for it, for the purposes Q,? that Ordinance, 
in the last assessment before the 6th Iyar, 
5708 (15th May 1948); 

If it belongs to category 1 set out in 
the schedule to that Ordinance - 300 times 
the amount of the tax charged on it in 
respect of that financial year, and if it 
belongs to category 2, 3, 4, or 17 set out 
in Yne Schedule to that Ordinance - 300 
times the amount of the tax which would have , 
been ch$rged on it in respect of that 
financial year, had it belonged to category 1 

Laws of Palestine Vol. II, cap. 81, p. 881 (English Edition) 

Palestine Gazette No,, 1065 of 20.12.40, Suppl. I. p. 275 (English Edition) 

Palestine Gazette Na. 1182, of 10:3,42, Suppl, I, p. 11 (English Edition) 
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(iiT> 'I'l$ IT'BE~ON&S"TO~Bj!JE OF TRE OTRER categoriet 1 
"set out 'in'the Schedule to that Ordinance - 

" .75 times the amount of the tax which would 
j : ,,','. ,' 

have been charged on it in respect of that 
4 ., c,finaqcial year; j 

.’ ’ :  _’ 

(3). in respect 'of other property - an amount 1.6-z/3 
times the net 'annual'value which would have been 

,: ?&d for it'in the financial year 1947-1948 for 
' 'the putposes of the Grban Property Tax Ordinance 

,,, l&i.O* had. it!'been:chergeable, in respect of that 
financial year, to urban property tax under that 
oyd$$&g: 

(4 

4 

w 

20. .(a> 

I .  :  

Provided'that'the Minister of Finance may reduce any of 
the rates specified in this subsection in respect of 
property the possibilities of using which are, inthe 
opinion of the Minister of Finance, limited owing to 
damage or neglect'!or.for any other similar reason. 

If the vested property is a voidable charge, the 
Custodian may only void it for some consideration or 
'in accordance with the conditions of the charge; if it . 
is a waivable right, the Custodian may only waive Lt 
for some consideration. 

Nothingin this Law shall derogate from the powers of 
the Minister of Agriculture under the Emergency 
Regulations (Cultivation of Waste Lands) 5708-X$+8**. 

The Custodian shall not pay a debt due from an absentee 
or in connexion with any absentee property, or discharge 
any other obligation %ncurred by an absentee, except - 

(1). if it is a debt in respect of taxes, rates or 
other sitnilar cbligatory charges, or 

(2) if the debt or obligation is proved to the full 
satisfaction of the Custodian, or 

(3) under a judgement of a competent court, and to 
the extent that the held property of that absentee 
is, sufficient for the purpose, 

* Palestine Gazette No. 1065 of 20,12,b0, ~u-ppl.' I!, p. 215 ;(~nglish,~F&tion) 

*4b 0.c. MO. 41 of the 6th Tevet, 5709 (7~1.49) Suppl. I,'p; 94 

\ 

-,- 
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Duty to 21. (a) 
notify, 
absentee 
property.' 
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A bourt h,earing a claim for a debt due from an absentee 
or 'in connexion with any property of an absentee or a 
claim for the discharge of any other obligation incurred 
by an absentee may, notidithstanding anything contained 
in any other law - 

(1) postpone from time ,to time the hearing of the claim. 
in order to make possible the submission of evidenot 
as complete as possible; 

(2) strike out or dismiss the claim if it is not 
proved beyond all reasonable doubt. 

The Minister of Finance may, by regulations, determine 
categories of vested immovable' property in respect of 
whi,ch the Custodian shall have the right to postpone 
the gaiment of, all or any taxes, rates or other 
similar obligatory.,,charges due on such immovable 
property, for such period and on such conditions as 
the Custo+ian,~,with the approval of the Minister of 
Finance, may,dktermine in respect of each case. ( 
A person or body of persons holding, managing or 
enjoying the,benefit of..veated.property, is bound to 
deliver to the,Custodi.an a written notification 
stating the particulars of the vested property, within 
thirty days of the day of publication of the Custodiants 
appointment or, if the property comes to be held or 
managed or the benefit enjoyed by him or it - otherwFse 
than with the consent of the Custodian - after the day 
of publication, withr;n thirty days of the day on which 
it comes to be so held or managed or the benefit thereof 
enjoyed, or, if the property becomes vested property 
after the day of publication, - within thirty days of 
the day of its vesting. 

A company registered in the area of Israel or having 
therein an Office for the transfer of shares, or an 
office for the registration of shares,. is b.ou:nd to 
deliver to the Custodian, within thirty days of the 
day of publication of his appointment, a written 
notification stating full particulars of all securities 
(including shares, stocks, debenture stock and bonds) 
issued by the company and registered Sn the name of an 
absentee or to his credit, or held on his behalf or by 
him; if such securities relate as aforesaid to a person 
who becomes an absentee after the day of publication 
of the Custodianfs,appointment, the company is bound 
to deliver to the Custodian the said notification within 
thirty days of the day on which that person becomes an 
absentee. 
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Prohibition : 22. (a) 
of Acts. 

‘, .  

If a-partnership has &ong its partners an absentee 
or ~absentees, the partne;&hip and each of the 
partneks'are bound to deliver to the Custodian, 
within' thirty days of the..day of publication of 
his appointment, a written notification stating 
full, particulars of the share of each absentee 
partner in the paxtnership and of his other 
rights l;n respect of.it and in respect of the 
pnrtne,rs ; if a partner becomes an absentee after 
the day of ptiblihat$on of the CustodianPs appointment, 
the partnersh'ip and each of the partners axe bound 
to deliver the said notification within thirty days 
of the day cnwhich the partner becomes an absentee. 

Anyone bound under this section'to deliver to the 
Custodian a written,notification is also bound 
'co deliver ,tc him from time to time returns, 
accounts or other documents ox information, 
as the Custodian may from time to time demand, 
in Connzion with the property in respect 
of which he is bound to deliver a notification.. I-', 

If the Custodian demands of a person to deliver '.: 
to him, within a time prescribed in the demand,, .,,, 1" 
any returns, .accounts or other documents ox 
information, as specified in sub-section (d), that ' 
person is botind to-comply with everything contained in 
the demand. 

Anyone who is bound under this section to deliver 
a notification before the 13th Nissan, 3710 
(31-s-t March, 1950) and does not discharge his 
obligation, may deliver the notificatS.on until the 
13th Iyax, 5710 (30th April, 1950); if he so 
delivers it, he shall not be prosecuted for not 
discharging the obligation. 

No .person shall, without the written consent of 
theCustodian - 

(1, hold, manage or otherwise deal with, or 
xelinquish or transfer., any vested property' 

. or hand over vested pxoperty to any person other 
than the Custoditin; 

(2) 'pay to any person other than the Custodian any 
debt, or discharge to :any person other than 

'the Custodian, any athcr obligation, the right 
, of actionin respect of which is vested in the ~ 

Cu$todian.; ," : 
, .' 



Transfers 
to void. 
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(d) 

(4 

(4 

A/AC.2j/IS.83 
English 
Page 19 

(3) act under a power of attorney or other 
authorities of an absentee principal, whether 
the principal bccsme an absentee before or 
after the.grant of the power of attorney or 
other authorization; however, an advocate 
duly authorized in that behalf by an absentee 
who is at the time in the area of Israel may 
represent 'that absentee in any legal proceeding; 
if the absentee'is not at the time in the area 
of Israel, his representation by an advocate 
in any le$l. procsoding is subject to the 
written consent of the Attorney-General of the 
Government 'of Israel, 

Consent under This ‘section may be given before or 
after the fact. 

An act done in contravention of this section shall 
bo~null and +oid; 'if it is a transfer of a bill, 
then sny subsequent'trensfer shall likewise be void, 
notwithstanding anything contained, in any other law. 

An act in respect of vested property may only 
be registered in the Land Register with the written 
permission of the Custodian, given before the 
registration, or under a judgment of a competent 
court. If a registration has been effected in 
Contravention of this provision the Court shall, on 
the application of the Custodian, order that this 
and any subsequent registration shall be deleted. 

If a person contends that an act was done in respect 
of some property before that property became vested 
property or in respect of some person before that 
person becme an absentee or that an act WEB done 
with t&h consent or written permission of the 
Custodian, the onus of proving his contention shall 
rest upon him. 

(1) A transfer or handing-over of property to an 
absentee or to another perscn in favour of an 
absentee, effected within the period between 
the 21st Adar Bet, 5703 (1st April, 1948) and 
the day of publication of the Custodian?s 
appointment with intent to smuggle the whole 
or any part of the property, or the whole or 
any part of the 'consideration received therefore 
to a part of Palestine in which at the time of the 
transfer of handing-over was or is outside the area 
of Israel,' or to the Lebanon, Emt, Syria, 
Saudi4rabia, Trans-Jordan, E%q or the Yemen, 
shall be rxU and void. 
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(2) A transfer or~handing-over of property from ' 
,; 
i 

the hands of an absentee to another person, 
effected within the period specified in 
paragraph (1) for a fictitious or inadequate 
consideration ox without a consideration, 
or ,under duress, shall be null and void. 

(b) Property transferred or handed over as specified 
in sub-section (a) shall be considered as vested 

* property, and any person who has transferred or 
handed. over or received the property shall be 

*_, answerable to the Custodian for the'property or 
its,value. 

(c) The.,Custodian may\ demand in writing from anjr person 
whom he considers answerable under sub-section (b) 

. to hand over $0 him the property or its value, and 
that person &&l'comply with the demand, but he 
may' appeal against it 'to:the District Court of 
Jerusalem &thin thFrty:days of the day on which 
the demand. is received.. 

The appeal sh&. be lodge,d and determined by way of 
aplQiC&ion by motZon. The Custodian shall be 
respondent in ,t+e Lppeal:' .'. 
If the DistrictCourt finds that the demand of the 
Custodian is not*justified in law or in fact, it 
shall annul the demand and declare its effects to be 
null end void. 

Any party aggrieved by a decision of the District 
Court under this section may appeal against it to 
the Supreme Court sitting as a Court of Civil Appeal, 
and the provisions of the Civil Procedure Rules,, 1938*, 
shall apply as if the decision of the District Court 
were a judgment of that court in a civil action in 
which the party 'appealing against the demand is the 
plaintiff and the Custodian the defendant. ,,' '- 8 . 1_ 
If a person contends that the transfer or handing;over 
of property to an absentoe'.or to another person in 
favourof an absentee, within the period specified in 
sub-section (a>(l), was not effected with intent to 
smuggle the whole or a part of a property, or the 
whole or a part of the consideration received therefore, 
as specified in that sub-section, or tha% i&e tratWfer 
or'handingaover or property from the hands of an 
absentee,to another person within the said period was 
effected for full consideration or not under duress, 
the onus,ofproving his contention shall rest upon him. 

* Palestine Gazette No, 755 of 31.3.38, Suppl. II, p. 3-21 (Bglish Edition). ! 
~ 
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Provisions applying 24. (a) If a notification concerning an absentee partner 
to partnership where has been delivered to the Custodian under section 
one of the partners 21 (c) and the Custodian intends to participate in 
is an absentee. the management of the business of the partnership, 

he 'shall give notice to tAnat effect to the other 
partners within six months of the d.ay on which the 
notification was delivered to him. 

(b) After the Custodian has given notice as provided in 
sub-section (a) i but not before then - he may 
participate in the management of the business of 
the partnership in place of the absentee partner. 

(c) FrA the day of the delivery of a notification to the , 
Custo&.an under section 21 (c) until the receipt of 
a notice of the Custodian under sub-section (a), -the 
partners who are notabsentees may manage the business 
of t'ne~partnership in the usual way., 

(cd.) If no notification has been delivered under section 
21 (c) concern.ing an absentee partner, the 
Custodian may at any time, after giving notice to that 
effect to the other partners, participate in the 
mcanagemetit of the business of the partnership. 

(e) As soon as the Custodian is entitled to participate 
in the minagement of the business of the partnership, 
he may - irrespective of the terms of the partnership 
contract - leave the partnership and receive the 
share of the absentee partner from the partners who 
are not absentees or, failing their consent, dissolve 
the partnership by giving notice to those partners; 
the notice shall be dealt with like notice given 
under,section 39 (l)(c) of the Partnership Ordinance*. 

(f) The Custodian shall in no case be liable for debts or 
obligations of the partnership, except to the extent 
of the value of the held property of the absentee 
partner. 

Management of 
joint property . 

25. If a part of arq~ property of the category of immovable 
property is vested in tine Custodian, the Custodian shall 
be entitled to participate in the management of the whole 
of the property, together with the same rights as the 
absentee had. 

-% &NS of Palestine Vol. II, cap. 103, p. 10%' (English Edition). 
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Property of 26. If the property of an absentee'is a bill - 
an absentee 
which is a bill, (1) 

(2) 
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i-k shall be vested in the Custodian even if 
5% ,is not delivered to hLm and does not come into 
his hands in any other manner; 

the Custodian sha31. be exempt from presenting 
the bill for acceptande or pas;ysnent, from giving 
notice to dishonour and from protesting against 
non-acceptanr,e or non-payment; 

non-presentation cx? non-notice or non-protest in 
pursuance of paragraph (2) shall not in itself 
release WJ party to thebill from any obligation 
thereunder, 

27. (a) 

(b) 

(4 

(d) 

If the Custodian is of the opinion that a particular 
person who might be defined as s.n absentee under 
section l(b)(!L)(iii) left his place of residence - 

(1). for fear that the enemies of Israel might 
harm him, or 

-(2) not in consequence of military operations or the 
fear thereof, 

the ,Custodian shall give to that person, on his 
application,:a written confirmation that he is not 
an absentee,. 

The Custodian may, at his sole discretion, but 
subject to the provisions of section 29, give a 
written confirmat2on that a particular person, being 
at the,time 1aWully in the area of Israel, is not an 
absentee, even though he might be defined as an 
absentee, if the Custo,dian is of the opinion that such 
person is capable of managing his property efficiently 
and that by so doing he will not be aiding the enemies 
of Israel. .' : 

A confirmation under this section shall have effect 
from the day on which it is given, unless it is _I, 
stated therein that it.,shall have effect from 811 
earlier or a later date, 
From the day on whixh a confirmation under this 
section takes effect, the property of the person 
concerned shall cease to be absentee property, and if 
his property includes held property, the Custodian 
shall hand over the held property to the person who 
in his opinion $.s en-tit&xl to hold it. 
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Release of a. 
vested property, 

(a) The Custodian may, at his sole discretion, but 
subjectto the provisions of section 29, release 
vested property by certificate signed by him and upon 
his having done so, that property shall cease to 
b&absentee property, and any right a person had in 
it tinediately before it was vested in the Custodian 
shall rev&r-t to that person or to his successor. ' 

(1J) 

(4 

The, Custodian may stipulate with a person requesting 
him to exercise hjs power under sub-section (a) that 
*at the time of the giving of a certificate as 
aforesaid, some other property shall become held 
property, If that person agrees to the stipulation 
and the certificate has been given as aforesaid, the 
other pro$erty shall become held property. 

If'the Custo~dian sells.vested property, the property 
sold shall become released property and pass into the 
ownership of the purchaser, and the consideration 
received by the Custodian shall become held property; 
if the vested property ,is a voidable charge and the 
Custodian voids it for some consideration, or if it is 
a waivable right and the Custodian waives it for some 
cons5.deration, the aonsideration shall become held 
property at the time of the voiding or waiving, as the 
case may be. 

Recommenda- 23. The Custodian shall not exercise- his powers under 
tions of section 27 (b) or section 28 unless it is recommended, in 
committee. re,spect of each case or a particular class of cases, by a 

special committee to be appointed by the Govermlent. A 
notice of the appointment of such a committee shall be 
published in the State Records. 

Rules, of 
evidence. 

30. (4 

b) 

(4 

If the Custodian certifies in writing that a person 
or body of persons is an absentee, that person or 
body of persons shall, so long as the contrary is 
not proved, be considered to be an absentee. 

If the Custodian certifies in writing that certain -- 
property is absentee property, that property shall, 
so long as the contrary is not proved, be considered 
to, be absentee property. 

A certificate of the Minister of Defence, that a 
place. in,Palest$ne was at a certain time held by forces 
which sought to.prevent the establishment of the State 
of Tsrael or brought against It after its 
establishment, shall bs conclusive midence of the 
correctness of its contents. 
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.A copy certified by the Custodian of an entry in his 
books or' offidial,files.or of any ether document in, 
.his.possession, shall be accepted, inany .action or 
other legal,proceeding'as prima,facie evidence of the 
correctness ofits, contents. 

A written confirmation by the Custodian concerning 
matters within the'scope of his functions shall, 
unless the court other%?Lse directs, be accepted in 
any action'or other, legal proceeding as prima facie 
evidence of the facts stated in the confirmation. 

The Custodian and his'inopectors, agents and 
officials are not bound to produce in any action or 
other legal. proceeding any book, file or other 
document the contents >of which can be proved in 
accordance with this section and are not bound tp 
testify on matters which can be proved through a 
confirmation of the Custodian as specified in 
this‘ section, except if,t'ne court otherwise directs. 

A certificate, confirmation, permit or'any other 
document purporting to be signed,, issued, given or 
delivered by the l!Jinister of Defence, the Minister of 
Finance or the Custodian shall be considered, so long 
as the contrary is'not proved,, to be so signed, issued, 
given or delivered. 

The plea that a particular person ia, not ar, absentee 
Within the meanin& of section l(b)(l)(iii)' by'reason 

> only that he had no co&q11 over the causes. for 
which he left his place of,residence as specified in 
that section, shall not be heard. 

Plea that 3J-* A court shall not entertain, in any civil proceeding, 
property is ,' 8 the plea that some property, being the subject of 
absentee litigation, is absentee property, except if the Cuskdian 
property is a party to the proceeding. If this plea is made where 
reserved to the Custodian is not a party, and the court finds that 
Custodian. there is some substance in it, the court shall invite the 

Custodian to join the case as a party. If the Custodian . . 
does so, the court shall consider the plea; if he does not, 
the court shall deem the plea to be invalid. 

‘: 

,’ 

Rer,riunera*tion 32. 
0f cm0ait32 1 
and Expenses. 

(a) X&on the transfer of any property und&r this Law 
or l&e cessatSbn of any property from being sSbsentea 
property under section ‘27 or the release of any 
property under section 28, a remuneration of 4 par cent 
of the va3.ue of the firoperty shall be due to the 
State from t;he'Absentee; but the Minister of Finance 
may, in respec t of a particular case or a particular 
class of cases, reduce or tTaive the remuneration, 

‘> 

‘_ 



Sold by 
custodian 

b ) 

(4 

A/AC.2@.83 
English 
Page 25 

For the purpose of fixing the remuneration, there 
shall be considered as the value of property of the 
category of Immovable property the official value of ' 
that property wi.th$n the meaning of section 19, and 
as the value of other property, the price which in 
the opinion of the Custodian it would have been 
possible to obtain for it if, at the time of fixing 
the rcrluneration, it had been sold on the free market 
by a will.Fng seller to a willing buyer; if the 
property (whether it is of the ca'rzegory of immovable 
property or other property) the price at which it is 
actually so3.d shall be considered as its value. 

Besides the remuneration, there shall be due to the 
State from the absentee or the owxz of the property, 
as the case may be, any expenses (including travelling 
exsenses, costs of legal. proceedings, the remuneration 
of ,qdvocates, agents or other persons employed by the 
CuStOdian in connexion with the property) incurred by 
the Custodian or.with his consent, or which he has 

* undertaken to incur, for the purpose of safeguarding, 
maintaining, repairing or developing any property of 
an absentee, or property which the Custodian considers 
to be property of an absentee, or for other similar 
purposes, plus'interest at the rate of 6 per cent per 
annum from the day on Tqhich the.expenses were,incurred, 

(d) The payments due under this section shall be a charge 
on all the'property of the absentee or the owner of 
the property,' as the case may be, which charge shall 
have priority over any other charge; if that property 
includes moneys, the Custodian may deduct therefrom 
the amount of the payments, 

(e) The Custoditin may withhold the grent of a confirmation 
or certificate under section 27 or 28 from any person 
until all payments due from that person under t'nis 
section have been discharged. 

Fees 33. The Minister of Finance may, by orde& -published in the 
State Records, prescribe fees payable In respect of 
certificates, confirmations, permits ar other documents, 
or any other acts, 'of the Custodian under this Law. 

* 
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Dealing pith 34. 
absentees t'.a ', ' ', 
pzqopePty 'before _: 
appointment of, 
Cdstoil+in ' ._I I. : 

.", 
: 

> I : 
,, _" ., '. , 
I, *. i ., ,'. :. 

>' :" 

. 4 

: 

, Offences. 35. 

If the..Minister OF Finance is of the op%nion that.a,' 
person,.,who dealt with absentees' propexty or with 
property whichhe '&d,re-ason to consider as' absenteest 
prope.xty, within'the period between tine 16th Kislev, 
5.708:: (g9. Jwveliw~, 1947). and the day of publidation of 
the 'Custodianns,appoin~~~e~t, did so to the best of his 
ability, jn good'$aLth>. and with the intention of 
handing over the, propexty dealt with by him, and that 
such persdn handed ,oqer..to the Custodian, at or about 
the time of,the pub$&tion of his appointment the 
property which'was in his possession, the Minister of 
Fine&e may & five confixmatlon to that effect by notice 
publisheh'in the State Records. - L--u- 
The dealings of a person in'respect of whom the 
Minister, of Finance publfshes a notice under 
sub-section (a), shall be considered lawful and 
justified in all respects;, any act forming part of 
those dealings and done by that person, or by another 
person upon his instructions, shall not be a basis for 
a charge or ground for.a claim against that person 02 
the other person, unless it is proved, beyond all 
reasonable doubt, that:the accused or defendant 
committed the act with malicious intent ox through 
gross pe~l~gga? L ., 

A person who. does one of:'the fol&owing: 

(1) contravenes one of'the provisions of 
sklZ.on 22 (a);" 

(2) contravenes an order under section 11; 

(3)’ conceal6 absentee property from the Custodian 
or-fails to hand over to him property which he 
is bound to hand over to h3.m; 

(4)' Wilfully delivers to the Custodian or3to one of 
.his inspectors, agents or offici6l.s a declaration 
,ox any informatian which is false in a material 

, ,part;icular, sh&Ll. be liable to imprisonment ,,for. 
' a term hot exceeding two years br to a.fine not 

exceeding five hundred pounds or to both such 
penalties., ,,, 

A person who does one of the following: 

(1) fails to deliver to the Custodian or to one of 
his izkpectors, agents or officials a return, 
account, notice or other document, ox'any 
information, which he is bound to deliver under 
this Law; 
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(2) negligently delivers to the Custodian or to one 
of his inspectors, agsnts or officials a 

n declaration or any information which Is false 
in a material particular; 

(3) wilfully obstructs the Custodian or one of his 
inspectors, agents or officials in the exercise 
of arly of his functions under this Law, shall be 
liable,to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
six months ox to a fine not exceeding one 

*, 

hundred pounds or to both such penalties. 

If a body of persons is guilty of an offence under 
thSs ~ectinn, tlen eny person who at the time of 
tkk commission of the offence was the head, OS a 
secretary,.trustee, director or manager, or the . 
chief or sole &countnnt of that body, shall likewise 
be guilty thereof, unless he proves that it was 
committed without his knowledge or that he took all 
appropriate steps to prevent its commission. 

An action in respect of an offence under this section 
may only be brought by the Attorney General of the 
Government of Israel or with his written consent, 

Any notice, demand or direction which the Custodian 
is bound or authorized to give or make under this 
Law - except notices, demands or directions required 
to be published in the State Records - may be sent by 
registered post to the ~s~n-%~rn it is addressed; 
and if so sent, it shall be considered to have been 
delivered to the person at the expiration of 10 days 
from the day on which it was delivered to the Post 
Office for despatch, unless it is proved that it 
cane to his hands before them. 
The Custodian may deliver any notice, demand or 
direction permitted to be delivered in the manner 
provided in sub-section {a), by publishing it in the 
State Records, and he is not bound to indicate in the -u -, 
notice, demand or direction the name of the person to 
whom it is addressed. 1 
Any notice, demand or direction under this Law 
published in the State Recgrds shall be considered 
to have been &li%$%?i nrconcerned on the day 
of publication, 
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. 

Replacement I37.,, 
of Reg.&tion'~. " 

'The provisiohs.of th+s Law shall replace the peal 
of the Emergency Regulations (Pruperty of Absensr 
5703-1$$~8*,, from the 13th Nisan, 5710 (31st Mecx 
but this L&w shall be read as ?ne with those Ree 
and for This purpoSe, those Regulations shall be . .  

.i :  

.  
.  : .  ‘: , .  

to be a Law. amended by this Law, 

An act done before the 13th Nisan, 5710 (3lst M-I 
whii3h wotild have 'oeen vtzlidly done if, at the -l;s 
was done; the text of this Law as it stands on $1 
,13th Nisan, 5710 (gist March, l%O), hadbeen %n 
shall b,e deemed to h%ve, been ,validly' done. 

The Miipister of Finance is charged with the tinp~e 
'bf this.Law and may make regulations as to'any mr- 
~&&3$~Lng to its jm~plementation. 

VaUdation I.38. ' 
of A&s. '..' 

Implemefiia- 
t;fon.~ ' .,' 

.I.>: , 

,;I,. ; ;: 

; 

.’ ‘,, 

. . . . 

,.i 

., 
.,, .,. 

‘L : 

I 

DAVID BEN4XJRION ELIEZER IWLAIq' 

HEAD OF TX3 GOVJBNIJJ.3NT MINTSTER OF FINANC3 

.HAIMWEIWNN / 

PRESIDENT OF THE! STATE .I 

, 

I  

* O.G. NO. 37 of 10th Kislev, 5709 (12;12.48), 
Suppl, II, p. 50. I 
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EXTRACT - LAWS OF THE STATE.OF ISRAEL 

VOL. V LAWS, 5711-1950/51 PAGE 63 ' 

"NQ. 29 ' 

' Amendment ABSENl?EES~ PkOPERTY (AKEI?D4ENT) LAW, 5711495Y~ 
of Law. 

1. The ,Absentecs? Property Law, 57X-L1950**, shall be amended as 
follows: 

(a) in section 12 - 

(1) sub+ection (c) shall be replaced by the following 
sub-s&ion: 

‘W (1) The Minister of Finance may prescribe by 
yegula$ions, with the approval of the 
Finance Committee of the Knesset, rules 
to be followed in fixing the rent. Won 
such rules being prescribed, the Custodian 
may cha&ge the rent fixed by any Contract 
of lease so as to adapt it to those rules; 
provtded that the change shall not become 
effective before the expiration of the 
period of lease or before thte 24th Adar 
Beth, 5711 (1st April, 1951), whichever 
is the later date, For the purpose of , 
this section, ,a change of rent as * 
aforesaid shall be deemed to be the 
fixing af the rent by the contract of 
lease, and the rent so changed shall be 
deemed to be the rent fixed by the contra@. 
of lease, 

(2) The rent fixed for any property under rule: 
as aforesaid, as reduced under sub-section 
(d) (if so reduced), shall for all intents 
and purposes be treated as the standard 
rent of that property within the meaning 
of'the Rent Restrictions (Dwelling-Houses) 
Ordinance, 1940***, or as the maximum rent 
of that property fixed under section 6 (1). 
of the Rent Restrictions (Business PraUes 
Ordinance, 1941****, as the case may be."; 

x Passed by the Knesset on the 28th Aaar Alef, 5711 (6th March, 1951) ad 
published in Sefer HE- Chukl4.m NO. 70 of the 7th Adar Beth,, 5711 
($?th March, 1951), p. 70; The Bill and an Explanatory Note were published 
in Hatzatot Chok No, 54 of the 2nd Cheshvan, 5711 (15th October, 1950) p.14. 

** Sefar Ha-Chukkira‘No, 37 of the 2nd Nisan, 711 (20th March, 1950) p* 86, ’ 
*-% P,G, No, 1065 of the 20th December 1940, Suppl. Cj p. 289 (En&Lish Edition). 

***se P.G. No. 1086 of the 3lst March; 1941, Suppl. I, p, 19 (English Edition). 



A/Ac,25/1s.t33 
English '_ 
Page 30 

(b) The following sectiqn f+,hdl be added after ,. 

,’ I , ,:. . . 

JiKlMwEIzMANN 

,I-.’ : ‘.. 

pRES&N'$OF &!&ATE ~ 

. :  ‘, 

r .  ;  

Y’ ‘.. 

.  ‘. ,  !  
,  

28 

section 28: 

in this Law, A* Notwith@xd.ing anything contained 
proprirty which is not absentees* property on the 
day of coming into force of the Absentees* 
Property (Amendment) Law, 5711-1951, shall not 
become ,absenteest property by reason only that 
ad absentee+ beSag at the.time 1awfully.i.n the 
area of Is,r~el,,bikomes its legal owner, .I. 
or enJoys its benifit, 

' day." 
or holds it, after that 

; .. 

DAVID BESJ-&JRION" " ' ELIEZER KApW 

p&.&&~$,m . 
', 

MINISTER OF FIXANCE 


