UNIL TED- NATIONS  CONCI LI ATION  COMM SSL.ON. EOR. PATRSTING

MIXED TECHN CAL COMMITTER FOR BLOCKED_ACCOUNTS

, o RIISTRICTED
a | MGA/SR/1
RNy . 16 August 1949
G ik s ENGLI
F—M—'\—'\”"” o ORI G NAL: FRENCH
L@i~i-‘-~*~~-“‘ T S UMMARY RECORD OF THE FI RST MEETING
hel d in Lausanne, cn Tuesday,
16 August 1949, atk pf m
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The CHAIRVAN, after welcomng the menbers of the
Commttee, recalled that the Commttee was to be a technical
one and that consequently both the Arab and Israeli nenbers
woul d have the right to be assisted by experts who woul d,
however, be included in one or the other of the two
del egations;  The Chairman hoped that the Commttee would be
able to proceed with its work with a mninmum of formality and
a maximum of efficacy, |If the parties present saw no objection,
he thought that that first neeting mght be devoted to taking
the necessary decisions as to the formal conposition of the
Commttee and the way in which it would function; Representas
tives would probably prefer to wait for the experts to arrive
before beginning discussion of the technical questions to
be studied by the Conmmittee, The Chairman asked whether
menbers were in favour of holding strictly private' meetings
Wth no sumary record or whether they would prefer neetings
to be private but with summary records kept of the discussions,

M. IABBANE thanked the Chairman for his statement and
expressed his gratification that the Committee whicn had been
set up in response to a humanitarian appeal fromthe commission
was beginning to neet;, He stressed the fact that, if Egypt
had agreed to sit on the Conmttee, it was because of the
essentially technical nature of the Conmttee whose aim it Was
to come to the assistance of the Arab refugees; M. TLabbane
would prefer to wait for the expert adviser who would grpive
shortly before beginning discussion of the technical questions
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to be examned by the Committee, He stated that he was in
favour of private meetings with summary records.

M, LIFSH TZ was pleased to see set up ‘the first civil
mxed conmttee where both the interested parties were present,
He agreed with his Egyptian colleague that the problems to be
dealt with by the Conmttee would be technical problens and
he assured the Committee of his delegation's full collaboration,
He was of the same opinion as M. Labbane that the Commit-tee
should wait for the arrival of the experts and of the necessary
docunentation before beginning discussion of the technical
questions, and also that meetings of the Committee shoul d be
private in nature but that summary records should be kept;

Terms of reference of the Mxed Commttee of Experts

After a brief discusgion Of the Committee!s terns of
reference, the Committee agreed on the follow ng text:

"In response to the humanitarian appeal of the United
Nations Conciliation Commssion for Palestine’, the two parties
have accepted the principle of unfreezing, on a basis of equal
and reciprocal conpensation, assets blocked both by Israel and
by the Arab States,

"Therefore, there has been established a Mxed Committee
of Experts, conposed of one Arab nenber, one Israeli nenber
and a representative of the C&mission;

"This purely technical committee is charged with the
task of submitting to the General Committee the basis of a
procedure which will permt the above-nentioned unfreezing wf

assets, "

Press ' communiaue

The Commttee approved the draft of a press communique

(docunent PRESS/13),
The date of the Cormitteets next neeting woul d be deci ded

by the Chairman who would inform the parties concerned;




