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Note 3'ced 9# March 9%9 Fron the Armenian
Catholic Patrisrenate, addresged to the
Como 1iutioq Comalasion. concerning the
Holy “Places and the Pals zgbine R@?upees

The Conciliation Commission fhas the great task - end we
lops 1% will also nave the grest honour = of re-3s8tehblishing
pesce in Pakestine, o

In ordsr %o achisve that novle-goal, and especlally in
order that the veace may Ye & lasting .one, 1t will De nccessary
o find a just and sguitable solution of two duestions wiiieh
ape clossly pound up with the future of Polestine: first, the
' quastion of the Holy Places, which is one of intornstional
significance; and secondly, the nroblem of the Palestine refugees,
which concerns all the Arab countriss, including Lebanon,

o gyt

I, e foly Plzces of all Palestine sre 67 intorest to
| hundreds of millions of Christisas, For that raason they have
 “1ways beon undier « snecizl rogime, recognlzed by the Capitulau
tions, hrow the time of the Ottoran Empire, and raspected by

the British Jandate itself for the past thirty years, ihat

must be suh Sui'atﬁd for this fvulﬁ o, which no longer applies

2t pre sent° w “bali ove that intc‘natioaallvdbiOI of “He Holy
Pl 1ces woulo Je Lho uesL formula,

_" The chmrelgn Poa 1ff Pius KII, supported by many rell-
9 1eﬂ rs iq Earop@ and in North and Sout Anerice, proposed
@ follo:inz'solutiow ln Lhe interests of noace: "To ﬂlve
to Jerugalem and its eavmrons an lﬂh@fﬂﬂtTOﬂol regime Legally
_éstabliéhgﬁ'and guarantesd, é regile VhiCl in the present cir-
cumstances . vould seen to ensurs, in a more desirable and
appropriste maqner, the. protection of the Sanctusries, Similar-
ly, it qonlr be desirable to ensure, by means of intorastional
guarahcoes, fraesdor of access to the Holy Places, froedom of
worshin for the varions Christian gects, and, finally, respect
for the religlous customs and traditions inherited fom the past M
(Bneyelicals Ia multiplicibus curis, 2% October 1948).
This Patriarchate, which possesses at Jerusalem ﬁqe

Sanctuaries of the Third and Fourth Stations of the C*oss, as

/well as




1."?'911".@-.5 8 Potrlarchal Viearis 't, J?';?Sp@ctf'u_]_]_?‘ endorges the
0

Provosals vhe 8overelgn Pontiff,

II, The hostilities in Palestine have given PiSG, during the
Dast year, tb the »robleuw of the*?glestiga rafugees, Hundreds

2 thouwsands of Tnpur‘BS; orn. ?fow'ﬁﬁﬁir~ho“és; adre now in &
deﬁ]o“a07@ sxunwtion, 1n snlc@ of a551stpqcm'givén then by the
Arab Statoes, the itad ISLLOHS, the foly Sce, and many charle
tabls institutions, Taeir future is still darler then the
preseit. o .
 These ref dge/s nave bé@n‘séttléd ffoﬁ time iﬁmemorial in
Palogtiney it is thelr honﬁlmna' a11 elr bfoparty ig taere,
Thelr only dusire is to Feturn Lo »:91 owcs, -

A refusal by the Govarqmpnt of Iﬂrnpj to. °l1ow {hom to
‘return snd recover pOSSQSSLOR of xhair 3iv,nfwwht would certnine-
1y not indicatz a just Lnd féasor 310 utuiuuac, 1.ﬁn ansgesnce
of macial and re*lgious n'rgnﬁlce, on the oaru 01 that Gov““n”,at.

If a solution of the nfoo1eu by Wﬁpnbrietloa uboa ever be
found to be impossidle, the duty of resett 11n' the rslugses
shouwld certainly not be laid, sven in part, ﬁpoq the ﬂOJ 101 o

whose tiny area, with its lizited mcans of hroﬂ1chon, is
already over-nopulated, The country took on 1tscW g anavy

hurden when 1% extended a fraterasl welcome ) é'”urgu aumbher
of vofugoes. If it were obliged to'proloab this emergency '
reasure aad make lt g permanent oneg‘its ecorony would be ser’ous-
1y unbaianced, The Aral Stetes, which have at thelr disosnl
evterslve lands end groster possmbllities'for‘pr oduction, are
far rore ln.a position Ho install thise : efoens within their
borders, theredy relieving the Ledanon of sﬁrloqs difficulties,
Tn submitting these modest wggﬂstions lor tﬁb congllers
tion of the Conciliatlion Com 1351on, the Armenizn Catholic
strizrceiate hop:s that those whose high ML sion iu £0 re=esta-
blish peace in Palastine ney present tile n*o;lnﬂ Lo the United
fntions in its true 11 ”ht,'rltq the ul“ of Hnsuvxn ﬁ“lCﬁ in
Palostine and thus linilﬁtlﬂg [ souPCﬁ olvwe“ld ﬂisovﬂer.
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