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i 
frqm the Concilistinn Commission's Representative --- .-..- .---. --- i----m - -.I 

in Jerusalem, transmitting a Request from the -- -., ..I -.,w mph- .m.- z --- -- .̂- - --.- 
Greek Orthodox Patriarchate if Jerusalem .a e-.- .---_I .-- ._--.- _- -... .a - - 

His Beatitude Athenagoras; Archbishop of Sebastia, Rep- 
resentFtive of the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem, 
and E.Ir. George J, Said, Secretary of the Patriarchate,' have 

visited this office and expressed the request which I convey 
to you below: ~ 

The Greek Orthodox Church - the oldest Christian institutior 

established in the Holy Land, and which includes among its 

numerous churches and monasteries predominant positions in 
such Holy Places as the Holy Sepulchre and Bethlehem - is at 
present facing an extremely difficult finrnciF1 situ--tion 
derived from events in Palestine since the end of the Fendate. 
Long before, as P consequence of the Bolshevist revolution, 

the Greek Orthodox PFtriarchrte had been deprived of consider- 
able propertv holding s locpted in Russirn territory, pnd hrd 

beep obliged to assume finrnci?l nhligotions in order to carry 
on its activities. However, duri,n+: the period of the FliFndate, 
the Patriarchate hFd been Fble to settle all its debts amount- 

ing to some 600,000 Palestine Pounds, by means of mortgage 
operations undertaken with the technic?1 assistance of the 
F?andatory Power. The recent hostilities in Palestine h;ve 

resulted in a curtailment of the revenues of the Patriarchate 
to one fourth of its original amount. The greater part of 

this revenue was produced by properties of the Patriarchate at 
present in Jewish-controlled territory, notably real estate 
properties in the cities of Jerusalem, Jaffa and Haifa and 

rural properties in Brerg and Cae.sa13.a. As it is known, the 
Israeli Government, through its Custodian of Abandoned Proper- 
ty, has until now prevented the non-Jewish rightful owners to 
draw the revenues for,their properties. 
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The above desdribed situation has considerably limited the ' 
fin;zncial capacity of the PPtrinrdhate to,m~int~in its religiTu 
ed.uc,tional' and nhilanthropic activities in Palestine end. 

neighbouring'territories. Noreover, the PPtriarch?te has hrd 

to extend its relief action to refugees from the Jewish 
controlled Palestine Press. Since lrst year f ts7tr1 of 3,000 

refugees hcnve been receiving rid from the Greet Orthodox Church: 
of which 450 persons hrve been accommqd:ted in the site of the 

Patri,erch?te and the Convent - within the Old City of Jerusalem 

and, in addition, over 300 children ?re given meals every day, 

Other means of relief to refugees include hospitzliz-tion,and 
medicine. 

In view of the delay in achieving any solution of this 
serious emergency the Patriarch addressed itself to the 
President of the 1Jnited States, Nr. Harry S. Truman, requesting 

the,financial.assistance of the U.S. Government. *By letter 
of 18 October 194.7, President Truman acknowledged the letter 
of the Greek Patriarch and stated-the impossibility of any 
direct aid because of U.S. legislation, b,ut referred to'the , 

UniterI. Nations action - 'through its Palestine Concili:tion 

Commission and the Economic Survey Kission for the Middle 
East - as a prospect for improvement of generalconditions in 
Palestine which would h?ve P favourable bearin,cl: on the prrticul 

ar situc7tion of the Patriarchate. 
It is following this line of thought thrt the Represent- 

ative of the Greek Orthodox P;jtrinrchpte h?s opnrorcched the 
Conciliation Commission reoresentFtive in the Old. City to 
request that in view of the rbove circumstances, immediate 
financial assistance be ,prTnted to the Pntriprchate by the 
United Nrtions, through ;ny of its subsidiary bodies opcrPti.ng 

in the Niddle East. 
The undersigned United 'Nations represent*tive informed 4Iis 

Beatitude Archbishop Athenagorcs thrct this direct financirl aid 
was beyond the terms of reference of the Conciliation Commis- 

sion and thr't indirectly, through the work projects for 
a'ssisting Palestine refugees proposed by the E.S.M., the 

Patri;lrchate would no doubt,be relieved from part of its 
responsibilities undertaken with respect to refugees, In 
addition, the proposals of the Commission for internationaliz- 
ation of Jerusalem end supervision of the Holy. Phces would 
probably - if approved by the General Assembly - have a 

favourable influence in solving the present difficulties. 
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However, notie of these plans hnd been r"pnroVed as yet, 

and the Pptricrchnte wcluld therefore hpve to wnit for the : 
outcome of the debates qn P?!'estihe by the current 4.ssemhl-y; 

The pl-mve informrtim -ncJ the petition of the Greek 
Orthodox P?trimch?te is tr~ns~~ittecl tr, mu up?n his speci?n!. 
renuest, together with his suggestion that it be trrnsrqi.tted 
to the CnnciILirtion Cnmmissi~n -t L~lce Success, 
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