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Memorandum dztéd
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frﬂm the Concilistion CommlSSlon s anresentatlve

in Jerusalem, trpnomlttlng o Request from the

Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusrlem

‘His Beatitude Athenagoras; Archbishop of Sebastia,'Rep-
‘resentetive of the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem,
and lir. George J, Said, Secretary of the Patriarchate, have
visited this office and expressed the request which I convey
to you below: .

The Greek Orthodox Churrh - the oldest Christian institutior
established in the Holy Land,; and which includes among its
numerous churches and monasteries predominant positions in
such Holy Places ag the Holy Sepulchre and Bethlehem ~ is at
present fpcing'an extremely difficult finencirl gitustion
derived from events in Pelestine since the end of the lMendate.
Long before, &s 2 consecuence of the Bolshevist revolution, _
the fOreek Orthodox Petriarcheste had been deprived of consider-
able propertv holdings loceted in Russirn territ-ry, snd hrd

~been obliged to assume finrenci-l obligations in order to carry
on its activities. However, during the period of the Mendate,
the Patriarchate hed been rble to settle »ll its debts amount-
ing ﬁo some 600,000 Palestine Pounds, by means of mortgege
operations underteken with the technicel assistence of the
Pandatorv ower. The recent hostilities in Perlestine heve
resulted in a curtailment of the revenues of the Patriarchate
to one fourth‘of‘its original asmount. The greater pert of
this revenue was produced by properties of the Patriarchate at
present in Jewish-controlled territory, notably real estrte
properties in the cities of Jerusalem, Jaffa and Haifa and
rural properties in Bferg and Caesaria. As it is known, the
Israeli Government, through its Custodlan of Abandoned Proper— .
ty, has until now prevented the non-Jewish rightful owners to
draw the revenues for their properties. | | '
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The above described situestion hes considerably limited the
finencial capacity of the Patriarchste to . mrintein its religinu
eduC“tjoﬁq1”°nd nhilanthropic activities in Pelestine =nd
neighhouring ‘territories. DMoreover, the Patrisrchrte hes hed
to extend its rellef action to refugees from the Jewish
controlled Palestine srers. Since lest year = tntsl of 3,000
refugees heve been receiving #id from the Gree Orthondox Churcl
of which 450 persons hrve been accommndrted in the site of the
Patriarchete end the Convent - within the 01d City of Jerusrlem
and, in ﬁddition, over 300 children rre given meels every day.
Other means of relief to refugees include hospitalizrtion and
medicine.

In view of the delay in ach1ev1nﬂ any solution of this
‘serious emergency the Patriarch addressed itself to the
President of the United States, Mr. Harry S. Truman, requesting
the financinl assistance of the U.5. Government. ‘Byﬂletter
of 18 October 1949, President Truman acknowledged the letter
of the Greek Patriarch and stated- the impossibility of any
direct aid because of U.S. leflslatlon, but referred to the
United Nations action - through its Palestine Concilirtion
Commission and the Economic Survey lMission for the Middle
East - as a prospect for improvement of general conditions in
Palestine which would hrve » favourable beesring on the perticui.
ar situstion of the Petrierchate.

It is following this line of thought thrt the Represent-
ative of the CGreek Orthodox Prtrisrchete hes apororched the
Concilistion Commission revresentrtive in the 0ld City to
request that in view of the rbove circumstences, immedinte
financial essistence be grrnted to the Pstrisrchete by the
‘United Netions, through rany of jts subsidirry bodies operating
in the Middle East. . ’ ‘ '

The under81gned United Nations represent- tive 1nformed Hls
Beatitude Archhishop Athenagores thrt this direct finenciel aid
‘was beyond the terms of reference of the Concilirtion Commis-
“sion and thrt indirectly, through the work projects for
assisting Palestine refugees proposed by the E.S.IM., the
Patrierchate would no doubt be relieved from part of its
responsibilities undertaken with respect to refugees, In
addition, the proposals of the Commission for internaotionaliz-
ation of Jerusalem and superv151on of the Holy quoes WQuld
probably - if approved by the General Assemblv - heve a
favourable influence in solv1ng the present dlfflcultles.
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However, none of these vnlans hesd heen spnroved as yet,
and the Patrisrchate would therefore hsve to wait for the
outcome of the debates nn Pm?estiﬁe by the current Assemhlvg

The above informrtion rnd the petitio-n of the Greek
Orthodox Prtrisrchote is trensmitted tn vou uonn his specirl
reouest, together with his suggestinn that it be trrnsmitted
to the Concilistion Commissinn -t Lake Success, !



