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ADDRESSED TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE CONCILIATION COMMISSION BY

MR. DELBERT REPIQGLE, FIELD REPRESENTATIVE,
AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE

Attached is a memo on the information which we
discussed in our meeting at Jerusalem, This informa-
tion is factual, we believe although there is always
the possibility that data can be biased or warped in
ways that we do not know, In the main, however, T
think that the information that we do have can be re-
lied upon as typical, although it must be underétood
that such information is of necessity one-sided. It
is based on the observations of our personnel in their
work in these areas and we trust that it will be useful
to you in the difficult task or repatriation dr resettle-

ment of these homeless Arab refugees,

Yours sincerely,
s/ Delbert Replogle

" Delbert Replogle
Field Representative, Quakers

27 April
Gaza



I, The situation in Western Gallilee s

( From observations made in Western Gallilee over a period
of time extending from December 1948 to May 1, 1949,)

We have noted in sev eral villageés the transfer by the Israeldl
‘Military of from 50 to 200 people from thelr homes in
villages to.Jenin, which is across the border in Arab-held
Palestine., Many of these pooplé have held Jewish identity
cards, which means they were not refugees who had illegally
returned home, as was somctines claimed, in explaining these
transfers. In other towns, Arabs have been put out of their
homes, and all their possessions taken; the homes have been
turned over to. Jewish familles, and their furniture and
possessions have disappeared., Much of iﬁ, we understand,has
been turned over to Jewish families or merchants, under
conditions which are unknown to us. Protests from the Arabs
have met with no respect at all., Arab Doctors have had thedir
cars requisitioned and have had to continue on foot--doctors
employed by the local Jewish Government. This has been true
at Schifa Amr and Acre, to our definite knowledge, In the
town of Térshiya9 which had an original population of 5000
peopley 4,000 people left on foot with clothes only, prior

to May 1, 1948, They left because they were ordered to by
their own Arab leaders, and were told that they would be

back shortly. The Jews occupied the town on October 3, and
on the léth of January, after governing the town with some

1500 people, they arrested 80 people, 30 Moslems, and 50

Christians, and removed them across the border to Jenin.

As of April 20, it was a definite policy which, we were
informed, had Been recelved by the governor in writing, but
which was very apparent in their operations, to remove all
Arabs from the village by any varied excuses, The Arabs

were removed from thelr nice homes and segregated in very
poor homes, often 22 people to a single house, and the Arabs
homes given to-Jewish people. There has been conslderable
© pressure to buy the Arab lands and to take advantage of the
. Arabs'distress. All the houses have been looted &nd contents
. renoved by Jews, There are now 756 people left in the touwn,
of which 650 people .are Christians and 106 people are Moslems ‘
All Moslems are very old women or old men . The need of these
people is very great, and they have been fed, for without
~the UNRPR, fu@dln gy nany of then would have perished from
sickness and malnutrltlon. This wes the one village in
: WOstorn Gallilbb where M0910ms and Christians had lived

1-_' th iy



In the old city of Acre 3000 Arabs are now imprisoned.
"+ A Pew have been given permits to go outside to work, Others
" have not been able to secure any permits to even viglt their
vineyards and orchards which they can.see from the tops of
‘the buildings in Acre,These vineyards are, of course, ruined
now because they were not able to irrilgate them last summer.
Many of these people had beautiful homes in New Aere, from
- which they were driven to the old city penniless,and much
of their possessions taken, from them. Only rocently, without
explanation, all the furniture in 01d Acre that was not
outright owned by the people living in the housg was removed
by the Jewlsh Military authorities~-we understood for the
use of incoming immigrants. In many places of Western
Gallilee, where we have been, . the people are confined to
their villages and unable to leave to till the fields which
they own immediately adjoining the villago. Shafa Amy is
one of these, . Cy e
- Probably the greatest necd in thls wrea ds. some sort
of a tribunal to whom the Arab minotities who have been
- told they were citizens of Israel, and who have been given
a vote in the recent elections ecan appeal with some hope
of recelving a just and fair hearing. We have found none
now exlstent except arbitrary military leaders who follow
-~ no consistent policy.
- II, GAZA . o L
In the Gaza area, thure is a strip of territory some
20 miles long and 5. to 8 miles wide, bordered on the West
by the Mediterranean Sea, with no harbors, and a wide
strip of sand dunes, good for. no agriculturﬁl purposges
along the shorey on the South by a well guarded barbedw
wire boundary between Egyptian territory and Palestine*
on the North and East by a 2-kilometer-wide. strip of territory
~whigh is NowMan's land,. and which was to have been oceupied
by neither side,.and in it .many:, -of . the fields of the origi~ .
nal inhabitants of this area lie, In this .area, now are.
erowded 245,000 refugees, in addition to some 80 000 origi-
nal inhabitqnts of these areas, All industry in the area
whieh.formerly was active in Trug-weaving .and handwork has
been at a stanstill since the trouble. started, and only
-small trading posts are in operation, What few fields and
orchards were in the area are being intensively cultivated by
the people, but: the food prodyction of the total area, with |
oy of g f1 lﬁq “fiﬁiﬁ”‘ly quhnlvin* if in the hords
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of the Jews, would not be enough for the normal imhabifants,

so that the refugees who are housed in the villages and”campé
in this area are wholly dependent upon outslde sources for
every mouthful of food consumed. Prior to January 1, much of
the food was brought in by the Egyptian Government. Since that
time, the food has been supplied through the Quakers by the
UNRPR, Sanitary conditions in these camps have been very
difficult with too little water, no latrines, and gradually

- these conditions have been brought under control, and medical
conditlons established which prev1ously were hopelessly inade~
quate, Some 12 feeding stations have been set up, from which

a ratlon. of food is given to each of these people every two
weeks, large enough to last for another two weeks. This feem

. ding program was undertaken dn an emergency basis and wag sup-~
posed to have ended August 31, The cohditions during the fighw
ting were appaling among the refugees , as there was much sufw-
ferlnb from bombs .and. shellflru After the truce of January

7, howeY¥er, until the armis tice of March 24, there has been no
suffering from military actilen, but there has been quite a
battle ageinst diseases such as measles,: typhus, and the like.
After that time, the people who had fields in No-Man's Land
could not be restrained and they havem from sheer desperation,
plowed up those flelds just as close to the Jewish lines ag it
was possible to go, and have planted them for this summer's
erops. This area 1s small enough anyway, but it meant very much
to them. In doing so, they braved the very determined efforts
of the Jews at first, to keep that land clear as provided in
the armistice. In the efforts , the Jews have shot and killed
the various men, women, cows, sheep, camels, donkeys, and so
forth, as 1s recorded by names in the attached list.* which is
complete up until April 25, We suspect that these refugees have
also boen raiding Jewish territory, and the count is not enti-
rely complete as it now stands. From the 18 to the 21 of April
there was a sdries of riots in the caumps amongbthe refugees

and oh@—day strikes, as a protest agalnst accepting food from
UN in lieu of the poésibility of returning to their homes,In
numerous conferences with the responsible Arabs in these camps,
there has continually been the request to return to Israel and
a willingness expressed to live with the Jews if only their
lives and their property would be safe,.Some 40 percent of the=
se refugees in the Gaza area are tradespeople, and skilled

Not renroduced - available from the Secretariat on request..



workers, many of them previously very -succesgful. The other
60 percent are farmers, very closely and passyonately
attached to the plece of land that they have owned or
worked. As the summer progresses, and they know that their
own lends and orchards are ruining for lack of care, and
their physical discomfort Increases with the. swmmer heat,
much'more dissatisfaction and disturbances are likely to
ensue. The spectacle of an active people cooped up in a
small area 1ike this with no opportunity for energetic
outlet i1s a heart-rending one, pa:ticularly_whenlit‘is
very definitely apparent that thelr mental and moral
condition is deteriorating to that of cha:itymfed-beggars
instead of selfmrespecting and self-supporting gitizens.
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‘There is one aspect of the resettlement problem which we
are inclined to overlook, which has been brought rather force=- |
fully to our attention by some of the Bedoin Sheiks, .These people
‘are extremely bitter and have the feeling that the Jewish~Arab |
affair is a personal feud which'will be handed down from father -
- to son. These people will only go back to their land when they
. control the Govornment, and they also state equally firmly that
they do not want. to settle anywhere but on their own lands. We
find this view held very strongly by the leaders and 1t 1s a
question how Influencial these leaders would be in ﬁhe event“of
: opportunitics for repatrlatlon or resettlement in other areas.

Egggful Suggostion :

A+ That as many Arabs as possiolu be glven 8" chance to return
home under safeguards of a Civil Government Regime ~ not
under military rule. The first step of this could be the
return of broken families on which there seems to be genersl
agreement in Isrdel. '

1. 'The ruturn and unfreozing of bank accounts held by
. .Arabs 1n Israel. - ‘

2. The. epenlng and settxng a81de of land for Arabs. This
- would be, partlcularly easy in many villages whieh were
I partially destroyed and around whlch the land is wholly
. uneultivated. Many of these Villages‘are ones which oup’
.- personnel has‘seen and we know ﬁhese;cpnditioﬁs.td exilst
3y The return of skilled and,ﬁrofessienal people by a

;pereeﬂtagc of categories (As a certain. péréehtage of
'earpcnters, a certain percentage of tradesmen, ete, K

B.lfThat adequate measures be taken to safeguard “the rights of
these citizens by proper observation and agreements of any
that return to Israel. For this purposo, political organiza- |
tions mlght be very helpful. - . '

G 'Help should ‘be’ glven through honest and concerned agencies o

for the economlc rehabllltetlon of either repatriatlon or

| resettlement Arabs, ‘ ‘ _

. D;"Arwble land eould be provided in other-Arab areas and mwde

‘ avallable to resettle refugeas on’ an easywtorm-payment



1
[N
!

' bééis with outéide help to enable them to become economic-
ally self-sufficicnt. |
E.. Work projeects should be started in repatriated or resettled
areas to give refugees an immediately available opportunity
to earn a livelihood. " ’

F. If possible, all plans could bd'aimgd toward an élevation of

~ the living standards in all the Middle Eastern arca = in

- other words, these projeets could be plannbd s0 that they
would not only resettle refugees, but be a 1astlng benefit
in raising living standards throughout the Middle Bast., If
such a program carefully worked out in detail‘cduld'be
agreed upon and thoroughly sold to all interested parties,
it will, in our opinion, break dowh;much'of the bitterness
and will divert the thoughts of a desperate people from
revenge to more constructive efforts,in bettering their own
conditions.

The above suajestions are very sketchy, and it is very
essential that integrity, tact and goodsalesmanship, patience
and much understanding must be exercised in the preparation and
implementation of any such plan. Undoubtedly, any plan, no
matter how good, will be severely criticized from somewhere,
but we have noted that even undor the worst conditions there hasg
heen an irrepreséable’buoyancy‘in these people among whom we
have been working, that can be relied upon to assist in their
rehabilitation if it is allowed to have full play. -From the
description of situation of the rofugees in Gaza, it is obvious
to all that there,is.no-chancé of rescttlement of refugees in
this area as there may be in oLhcrs. - These people must actually
be moved elther home or 1nto new argas -~ which complicates the
SLtuatlon here somgwhat mor. e

We are also sure thot the difficulties of rescttlement will
vary almost gcometrlcully with the distance from their homes, and
that there will be as breat a problcm in human englneerlng as in
material englneerlng.

There are .to many indications thwt the refugees' plight
has been used as a political football and 1t should be gtressed
asg strongly,as possible that this is unfair, uncivilized, and
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even unwise, if peace is to be hoped for in the Middle Bast.
The Quakers have been qulte concerned that, because the refugees
are beilng fed, the consciences of the world are being salved,
which should be even more fully aroused to the need for solving
the problem, not prolonging it.

 The costs of solving the problem might become an execellent
investment., The cost of prolonging the problem is like throww-
ing money and roesources down a rat hole.



