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e DELEGATION SECRITARY, ARAB REFUGEE CONGRESY |
TO THE CHATRMAN OF THE CONCLILIATION oowtze@ION.

Sir,

With reference to the meeting held thls mornlng the
13th Mey, 1949, between the Palestine Gonolllatlon Commission
‘end the Delegation on behalf of the Arab Refugee Congress, I
have the honour to present to the Commission a statement of
the points raised by my Delegation and of the proposels which
were put forward in the course of today's meetlng, as requested
by the Chairman of the Palestine Ccneciliation Commission.

1. The Arab Refugee Congress represents the Palestire Arab
refugees, at present found in Pzlestine, excluding those in
the Gaza area, and whose number is epproxiﬁetely three hundred
and fifty thousand persohe. The Refugee Congress was eonvened
on the 17th merch 1949, at ‘Ramallah. Elght hundred Dolegetee,
represent ing oamarla Hebron Jerusalem, Ramallah and Jericho
Distrlots, themselves falllng within the deflnltion of the terms
"Refugees" or "Dlsplaoed Pavsons™, who in many cases also were
members of looel refugee committees, attended this conference.
A Councll of forty members was elescted, and in turn the Councll
‘elected an Exécutive Committee which was 1nstruoted to carry out
the resolutions taken by "tha Congress on that same date. The
attention ‘of tho Commission is invited to & oopy of the resolu.
tions which with & covering letter dated 17th Mareh, 19439, was
sent to the Commis'sion at the time. ' In Paleetine, as in Beirut,
my Dslegation had occasion to meet with members of the Cow..ission
- and to make their gsneral views known. The attention of the
Commission is invited to a eecoﬁd letter from my‘DLlegation
deted 24th Murch 1949, and to a thlrd letter dated let April
1949. 2 B o )
Since the B irut Cusference, the Executive Committee of
‘the Congress deolded to send ‘& D“louatlon to Leusanne to
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represent the Rufugee Congress in all matters affecting the
future, the welfare and interests of the refugees in Pzlestine.
Notice of this Dalegation wag given to the Commission by letter
dated 2nd May, 1949 and an informal meeting was held on the.
5th May, 1949, between the Delegation and the Chairman of the
P.C.C., at the time Nr. Mark Ethridge as well as members of
the American Dulegation. S

It will be seen from the resolubions and subsequent letters
referred to above that the Arab Rufugee Congress is fully
empowered to represent those refugess in Pglestine in the
widest sense, and that no.other Government, organisation or
Committee, can claim to represent those refugess. The Congress
not only fully realises the deep concern of the Arab Governments
over the fate and future of thé refugees but is also very
- appreciative of the efforts of the Arab Governmantg on their
behalf and of the assistance extended by the Arab Governments to
them. The Congress, however, does not claim to represent the
refugees in the Arab countries; although both theirs and our
interests ars identical, our aims the sams and our rights mutual.
We do maintain, however, the e¢losest possible touch with refugee
committees in the r3spective. Arab countries.

We maintein that the Araebs of Palestins, and in particular
the refugees, are the party mqst intimately interested in the
present deliberations. The attention of the Commission is
invited to para 2 (C) and para 11 of the 1lth December resolution.
It is in fact our fate which.is being decided upon. Consequent-
1y we request that we may be kept fully igformed as wellnas
- .consulted on all developments affecting the status and future
of the refugees. . Ws are not a political body. As a Refuges
Delegation, we are interested.in the -political settlement for

- Palestine to ths extent only it affects the .intersosts and
welfare of the refugees.

2.  In referring to the 1llth December resolution, we should
like to remark that the rights of the refugess have not been
acquired under, or confarred by_the resolution. The resolution,
with all due respect merely acknowledges and exprééses the

natural and equitable Tights of the refugees as oonfirmed by
international usage -and law. '
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What we are anxious to learn now is what precisely is the
Jewish stand on the refugee question in the light of the
resolution of. 11th December. The Jewish authorities have made
several statements to ths effect that they.are prepared to
admit a certain number of refugees back to their homes. This
is neither sufficient nor accgp table. The;returq.of the refugeses
cannot. be- conditioned or limited by the immigration policy of
the Jewish authorities. Rather, as a State rhat has just besn
admitted -to the United Nations, it is our .view that Israel must
be held bound by ths directives of the Geﬁerél,Assembly, quite
epart from precedonts of international usage and of law.
Consequently, we are anxious to learn {a) whaﬁithe axact Jewish
stand on. the rafugaa question is and {b) how the Commisgion
proposes to proceed with the implementation of fhe 11lth December
resolution 2nd (c) whet steps, if-any, have been teken to that
end, and (d) what reasures sre envisaged by’the Commission;
bearing in mind the matters following, to which the most
earnsst attention of the Commission is invited'

(a) that full use should be made of the U.N. relief
-progranme, hefore it.expires, for the immsdiate
rogettlement and repatriation of refugess. The
advantages are self avident and réquire no elaboration.

(b) that when the  late Count Bernadotte pressed the

Jewish authorities for an answer on the refugee
question, their reply was that the refugees could
not- return before an armistice had besen signed.
An armistice has been signed and furthermore peace
talks are now -in progress, such that any military
objections as nay have besn pup forward are no
longer valid or warranted o

(¢) that even if we were to admit of such.objectlons,

thers are oartainrlocalitlos‘wharo'sqqh o nsiderations .
do not operate, for exampleéinflgaalitias far from
military front lines, such;gs.Galilse,uJaffa, etC...

(d) here we shoUld like .to pose a further quag ati on, namely
whether there are not even stronger reasons why
refugees should not rmturn ko their homes in Jerusalem

without further delay, and wheth@r that would not assist

bhe Commission in the implementation.of its directive



m4u

on Jerusalsm?

that the matter becomes more urgent and ‘pressing when
we consider the volufe of Jewish immigration, and the
inevitable physical occup~tion of Arab propertyf if
any further delay in tMe repatriation of Arab refugees
is sllowed and the Vacuum orseted by their absence
remains unfilled, such that any futute discussion on
repatriation of refugess to their homes may'bebdme
purely academic, if the pressnt situetion is dllowed
to drag much longer. S

that lest further demage ocours to Arab ﬁrbpérty,

as in the circumstances is inevitable, whioch would render

more eormplex and greater in volums the question of
compensation and indemnity, perticularly with

‘referenceé to para 11 of the General Assembly's
‘resolution of Dwoember llth, the urgsncy of the

question beconmes even more compelling.

these are specific ressons which meke the irmediste
repetriation of refugees imperative, Tuere are other
reasons of a gpecific nature, but nore se, there are
reasons of a general nature which are parhaps evsn
more compalling. - The“refugee existence to which

the majority of the Palestine Arabs have been reduced
is'having the nost profound, and in ﬁhe‘lcng Tun,

the most dangerous sand irradicéble“péhyohologiqal
effect on the refugees. It is Bredditig an slarming
sense of-cynicismfan&*despair;‘both“of~which can
reflect themselves in vﬁtibus‘Wayst*the*hoét likely of
which might take the form of' a violent explosion., I
need hardly elabdrate the effect of such & development
on the Middle East generally, and ultimately on the
Jewish State itself. - Every disturbance ih any part of
the Middle Bast must inevitably have a bearing on the
whole of the kicdle East, The state in Which the
refugees are in‘cannot'therefore;be'perbetuated much
longer; without grave‘danger, quite apart from the

“ social and himanitarian considerations ihvolved.

o
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3. To that end, and with particular reference to the General

' Asuembly’s resolution on the repatriation, resettlement and
economlo and soclal rehabilitation of the refugees and the payment
: of‘oompensation, we propose that a mixed survey co@mission bea

: appointed forthwith, to proseed to Palestine and to carry out

" a survey of conditions in Arab towns. and villages and the state

of Arab property, and that such commission be instructed to

"make 1ts report to the Conciliation Commission before it.
“terminates its work here in Lausanne, so that in its deliberations,
'the bommlssion can have the benefit of such fectual report,
w1thout whlch ,to our mlnds, a detailed discussion of the
‘rbfugee questlon would be removed from reality. In puttlng
forward thlS proposal, we do so withoeut prejudice to the rights

_ of evory reiugee ~wishing to return to his home, to do = . Our

' suggestion is that the Arab representatives on such a mixed
‘oommlssion should be Pglegtinian Arabs. They are the people

most 1nt1matoly concerned end best equippsd to meke such a

factual survey in the light of their long and intimate associa-
"tion Witp'the country.

4L" My’Dologation has submitted certain proposals on 10th May
1949; relating to orange groves and frozen assets., We are -
anx10us to loarn ‘what .action has . been taken on our note. - In
this connectlon we should like to point out that the orange
groves are a major economic asset, and that whether ultimatdy
‘they fall within the Juwish State or the Arab Stats, their
distruction will have a grave effect on the economy of the
country as & whole. Secondly, on the question of frozen

' assets, it is eésential that refugees should be allowed to -

H draw on their frozen asgets wherever they may be.. The
regulatlons governlng gtorling and other areas. need not ‘be

'a serious obstaole, particularly when it 1is recalled that. the
Palestlne Arab share of the sterllng balanoe held in. Britain
amounts +0 some twenty to twenty eight millron ‘pounds sterling.

5{" We further requost the Oommlssion to use 1ts good offices
with ‘the Jow1sh authorities with a V1ew to the revocation or the
suspension of the regulatlons governlng the property of persons
Whom the ‘Tewish authoritlos have chosen to call "Absgentes
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'Owners“ The Commieoion is no doubt aware of the fact that the
"Gustodian" of Absentee Property in whom guch property is

vested, is ampowered inter alia, to sequester and sell such
property. The grave conssquences which may develop from the
exercise of such powers, as undoubtedly ‘they have besn exercised,
are self evident and require no elaboration. SR

6. We propose further that members of families who mey still
be living in Jewish occupied areas wishing to join their
Pemilies may be allowsd to do so without further delay. It is
diffieult to say'how many persons this.way invélve, but in eny
~event they would net be very many in numbsr. In thie connection
it is perhaps necessary to point out that thse soecial structurs
of Arab society differs profoundly from that of western socisty.
In Arab soclety, the family is.a larger end a more ¢losely knit
unit than is the casé in western society. Consequéantly whare

in western society,'cértain members of the family mPy not be
regarded as immediate relations, the converse would hold.trus

of Areb soclety. Various oriterions can be deviséd} one such
criterion perheps may be one based on economic dependenae.
Consequently while it is difficult to give figures of persons
who may be affectsd by this proposal, and it is' maintained they
are not meany, it is our opinlon ‘that the absence of figures should
not be an obstacle in the wey of immediate implementatiion, It
is perhéps suffieient that agreemeht is Teached on s dertain
basis, and that consequently applications are invitéd from
persons falllng within suoh category." ‘ cL

7. Finally that where dily of these proposals gre -earried out
and equally as an over-~riding principle; ‘adéduate guarantees
of an international character - carrying ‘internationsl sanctions

for the safety of refugees who may be returnlng to Jewish
occupied areas and the protectlon of their property, oivic and
religious rights, should be furnished, ‘

May I teke this opportunlty to convey the appreciation
of my delegatlon to the Gommlssion for the interest they have
shown in our problem and thelr endeavours on behalf of the
Palestine refugees, and to request again that we may be kept
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fully informed, and as and when Bhe occasion arises, consulted

on all matters affecting the welfars, interests snd future of
the refugees.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
|  Yours faithfully,
(signed) N. Bulog
Nassib Bulos
Secretary
Delegation Arab Refugee Congress




