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UNITED NATIONC: CONCILIATION COWISSION FOR P.4LESTINF 

sir, 

With 
13th M~cy, 

TO THE CHAIR&!&N OF'HE CONCILIATION COWW4ICiN; 
. : 

4 
, : .  

reference to the meeting held this mo&ihg the 

1949, between the Palestine Conciliation Commission 
end the Dolegation on behalf of the Arab 2efuges Congress, I 

have the honour 'to present to the ComirAssibn a state'ment of 

the points raise'd by my D&legation and of the proposals 'which 

were put forward in the course of today's meeting, as requested 

by the Chairman of the Palestine Ccnciliation Commissidn. 

1, The Arab RsfLgee Congress represents the Palestine Arab 
refugees, at present found in Pslestine, excluding those' in 

the Gaza area, and whose number is approximately thsee hundred 
and fifty thousand persohs, The Refugee Congress was oonvened 
on the 17th March~'1949, at'Ramallah, kight hundred Delegates, I 
representing Samaria; Hebron, Jerusalem, Ramallah and Jericho 

. 
Districts; themselves falling within the definition of ttie‘ terms 

"Refugees" or ttfiisi& oe'd Pa~;-?ons l1 , who in many c'ases also were 
members of looal'ref'uge'e committees, attended this conference. 

'. '.. * 
A Counc,il of forty members was elected, and in turn the Cdunoil 
'elected an Execut'ive Committee which was"instruoted' to c&ry ou$ 

the resolutions talk by'the Congress on that skme'date'. The 

attention'of the Commis'sidn is 'invited to a'aopy ck the reso.lu-' 
tions which with a: .cover'i& ,lettar d,ated 17th'Msroh, 1949, was 

sent to the 'Commission at the time. In P-llestine, as .in Beirut, 
my Dtilegation had occasion to meet with members of tee Col~ission 

and to make their ganeral views known. The attention of the 
Commissian &,invited to a seco'id lutte? from my 'Dtilegati'on 

dated 24th Nlurch, 1349, and to‘s third letter dated l'st April 
1g4g* 1 * ,_. ,i ‘. ” ‘, . _. 

‘: 

S'ince, the tizirut Cuaferenoe'j 'the Eiecutive CommLttee of 

'the Congress de'oided to seh$'a aD%k,ation to Ladsanne to ' 



represent the R#:fugee Congress’ in all matters affecting the 
future, the welfare and interests of the re’fugees in Pr,lestine. 

Notioe of this Dslegation was given to the Commission by letter 
dated 2nd Mny, 1949, and an informal meeting was held on the. 

5th M&y, 1949, between the Delegation and the Chairman of the 

P.C.C.) at the time 11%. Wrk Ethridge, as w.qll :as members of 
the American Delegation, ., _’ 

It will be seen from the resolutions and subsequent letters 
referred to above that the Arab Refugee Congress is fully 
empowered to represent those refugees in Ptilestine in the 

widest sense, and that no .other Government, organisation or 

Committee, can claim to represent those rof,ugees, The Congre5s 
not only fully realises the .deep concern of .the Arab Governments 
over the fate and future of th8 refugees but is ‘also Vary 

appreciative of the efforts of the Arab Governments on their 
behalf and of tti assistance extended by the Arab Governments to 

them. The Congress, however, does not claim to represent the 
refugees in the Arab countries; although both theirs and our 
interests are ‘identical, our aims the same and our rights mutual. 
We do maintain, however, the closest possible touch with refugee 
committees in the r.3spcctive. Arab countries. 

We maintain that the Arabs of Palestine, and in particular . 
the refugees, are the party most intimately interested.in the 
present deliberations. The attention of the Commission is 
invited to para 2 (C) and para 11 of the 11th December resolution. 
It is in fact our fate which is being deoided upon, Consequent- 

ly we request that we may be kept, ,fully informed as well as . 
. .consulted on all developments affecting the status and future 

of the refugees. ‘3Ve are not a political body, As a Refugee 
Delegation, we are Jnterested :in the *political settlemeti for 
Palestine to the extent only it affects the Lnterasts and / 

I 
welfare of the refugees. 

‘* 
. I. 

, 
2. In referring to the 11th Decembar resolution, WCS should . 

,like to remark that the rights of the refugees have not been 
aoquired under, or con%e,rred by the r.e,solution. The resolution, 
with all due respect, 

international usage. -and Iaw. 
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What we are anxious to learn now Is whaf precisely is the 

Jewish stand on the refugee question in the Light of the 

resol,utian of. 11th Daccmbe,r. The Jewish author%ties have made 
several: statements to the effect that they.,are prepared to 

adm$t ;a oertain.number of refugees .back to th,eir homes. This 
is neither sufficient nor aoczptable. The return .of the refugees .I 
cannot. be’oonditioncd or limited by the imm:gra.tion policy of 

: 
the Jew$sh ; aut horit is s , Ratho r , as a State that has just been 
admitted,.to the United Nations, it, is OUT .viey that Israel must 
be held ,bound bythe directives of the General ,Assembly, quite 

apart from precedents of international usage and of law. 

~~naQCp0nt~y, we are anxious to learn {a) wha3’the exact Jewish 
stand on. the r3fugas question is and {b) how the Commission 

ProPosQs to. proceed with the implementation of the 11th December 

resolution .fqnd (c),what steps, ifSany, hnve been taken to that . 
and, and (d) what measures are envisaged by the Commission; 

bearing in mind &he matters following, to which the most 

earnest attention, of the Commission is invited: * ,..‘. 
(a) that ful,l use,. should be made of the U.N. ralief 

.programne, hafora it expires, for the immadiate 

resettlement a.nd..rapatriation of refugees, The 
advantages. are self evident and require no elaboration. 

(b) that, when thela.te ..Count Bcrnadotte pressed the 

Jewish authorities for an answer on the rafugce 

question, their reply. was that the refugees could 

not, return before. an armistice had been signed. 

An ar~i.sti,ce,:h~s been signed and .Pur.ther,more peace 

talks are now! :in progress, such .: ‘. that any.military 
objecti.ens asnay have bee,n pup f.orward are no 

longe,r valid br warranted. $. . ..” 
(c) that even if we were to admj,t af .Leuch,pbjections, . 1’: 

there ,nre certain localities where such m nsiderntions 

do not. ,oparate, for example ~in,loo,alitigs far from I. 
military front lines, s,uch. as Gal$l.oe, Jaffa, etc.. , (, : ‘. 

(d) here we should like to pose a further questi on, namely 

whether thars are ,not even .stronger reasons why 

refugees should not return to their homes in Jerusalem 1 
without further, delay,, and whether that would not assist 
the Commission in the implementation of its dirE+GtiVa 



ff) 

(8) 

that lest further darrzngs ocours tb Arab $&party, 

a’s in the circumstancas, is inevitabia; wh’ioh .%ould render 

mor,e eonpZax and groator in voLum6 th& question of 
compebsatian and bndemnity, particularly v&th 
referanoG to para 11 of the General Assembly’s 

resolution of Dnc’eltiber’ llth, the urgenay of the 
question beoome’s aben,,mor.e compelling. 

these aro specific reasons which, make the iraiodiats 
rcpetrintion of refugees iEparativvc. Tmra are other 
ronsons of a specific ‘nature, birt Dora so, there ar6 
reasons of a gsn’eral’ nature wl$cfi~ are perhaps even 

more conpalling r’ The;,&Pugo:e ex,istenc& to w&oh 
% the majority ,of tha PaZQst,ine”%rabs ha&’ bean reduced 

is having tha most Erofound,: land’ in t’h& long run, 
the most dangerous, rind irra~d1cnbI.6’ 8ps’hyoho30gioal 

.: 

on Jerusalem? ’ 

that the matter b3comss more urgent and.pressjng when 

WB consider the volume of Jtiwish imnigration,“and the 
inavfta’bla’ ‘phjrsical occup-tibn of Arab $roporty’i if 

my further de&ay .iri We rapa triatii on”oP. Arab’ ‘rsftigees 

is allowed and the tacuum ~tietad’ ,by ‘their -abs&c’e 

remains unfillad, such that any futu$e”discussion on 
repatriation of raf’ug:(30’s $0 their homes may ‘bh’come 

purely aoadsmio, if the prss&t si’tuaCtion is allowed 
to drag much longor. 

effact un the refug&es. Jt’ $s b&e’ding an alarming 
sensk of cynicism ‘atid, ‘d’espa,i:r )’ both’ ,ofa which can 

reflect thsmselvss,*in vair ious iiyays’,‘: the,,‘mast likely .af 

which might take the’Zor’m ,of: a iviolerit;‘e’8p.iosion, X 
need hardly ela-b&at&’ the offs& ofsuch’& d’&slopment 

on the Middles Eask’ g,ene’r‘al’1y;: sri,d uiltlt&tely on ‘the 
Jewish State i’tse%f, + Every di’sturbancb, in’ any part of 
the ltiiddle East must~‘inevi~ably ‘have’ .a’ bearing on the 
whols of the iudle. East +’ The,’ state in’ *ihich the 

refugees ara in cannot’ therefore, be ‘pe’r&‘tuated much 
longer i wi’thout grave ‘ddangelr, quXt6 apa& from the 

soaiall and humanitarian oonsrderatioss,!~~~~lVed, 
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3. To that end, and with partioular reference .tb the Gl3neral 
As.sambly’s resolution on the repatriation, reeettlsment and 

ec’onomio and social rehabilitation of the refugee’s and -the payment 
.a 
’ of compensation, we propose that a mixed survey oomm.ission be ., 

‘. appointed forthwith, to proceed to Palestine and to carr.y out 
: ,I 

a survey of conditions in hreb towns..and villages and the state 

of Arab property, and that such commission be instructed to 
make its report to the Conciliation Commission before it,. ’ * 

“terminates its work here in Lausanne , so that in its deliberations, 
the C)otmflission can have the, benefit of’ such factual report, * 
without which, ,to, .o,ur ,minds,, a detailed discussion of the .’ : ‘. ,, 
refugee ‘que sti’dn woul.d’be removed from reality, In putting 
forward this proposal, WG do so without prejudice to the rights 
‘df”every re‘f’ugee, wishing to return to his home ,’ to do so ‘@ Our ,.: ‘. 
suggestion’ is that the Arab representatives on suoh a mixed ,. r 
commis’sion’ should be Palestinian Arabs. They are the people 
most intimately concerned and best equipped to make such a 
factual ‘survey in the light of their long and intimate associa- 

t’ion with the country. 

4; 
. :  

My Delegation has submitted certain p.roposals on 10th May 

19;9, relating to orange groves and frozen assets, We are 
anxious ‘to learn what ,action has .been taken ,on our note. In 

this donnection we should like to point ,out that the orange ,. (. 
groves ar’e a.‘ma jor economic asset, and that whet,her ultimat’w ‘j 
khoi fall,‘:$thin the, Juwfsh State or the Arab State, the’ir 
distruction will have a grave effect on the eoonomy of the I 
country as a whole. Secondly, on the question of frozen 

assets, it is essential that re.fugees should b,e allowe’d to, 
draw on their fr:o!+en assets wherever they may be.. The 

regulations governing stnrling and o.ther areas, need. not ‘be 
a’ serious obstaole, pa.rticularly when it is recalled that.;the 

Palestine Arab”share of the sterl$ng balanoe held in. Britai; 
drntiatiti to'iome twenty to twenty eight million pounds,,@erling. j 

t 
1 ,. '. I 

5.” 'We'f&ther .Fequast the Commission to use,its good offices 
.,,.. i. .' . . 

with “the Jewish ‘authorities with a view to the revocation or the 

i 

1, 5./ ,‘,.I j 

susp’ension bf the’ ragulations governing the property of persons 
I 
j I 

tihdm the ‘$ewis‘h ‘authorit’i’es have chosen to call “Absentee 
/ 



.  ”  

Ownerf3tq~. 
,  

The Cow~~ission i’s no doubt aware of the faot that the 
“Gust odiali” of Absentee Property in ‘whom such property is 

vested, is ampowore’d, intar alia, t6 sequester ‘and ~2.1 suoh 
property. The grave consequonoas tihich may develop from the 

exercise of such powers, as undoubtedly %hey have been ‘exercised, 
are self evident and requirs no ulhbotikt ion, “’ 

. : ‘~a 

6, We propose further ‘that members of f’amilfs’s who ‘may still 
be living in Jetiish occupied areas wishing,to.join their 

families may be allowed to do so withoutfurther delay, Iti $s 
difficult to say how many persons thia&ay invdlve, ‘but in any 

event they would not be very many in number. In this tonne ct ion 
it is perhaps’ necessary to point out that,the social structure 
of Arab society differs profoundly from t’hat of western society. 

In Arab socie!ly, the family is. a larger and a more 4losely knit 
unit than is the case in western society, Consequently tvhsre 
in western society 1 ’ certain members of the family may not be 
regarded as immediate relations’, the converse would hold ..true 

of Arab society. Various Oriterions- &n be dev,isedi one’ such 
criterion perhaps may be one based on economic dependencne. 
Consequently while it is difficult to give figures of gaysons 

who may be affcotad by this prdposai, and it is’ maintatned they 

are not many, it is our opinion ‘that the’ absence of figures should 
not be an obstacle in the way ‘of immediate ,implementation’, It 

is perhaps suffiaient that agree’ment, is ‘reached on p.8 de,rtain 
basis, and that consequently appl5cations are’ ‘inviited f’roh 
person9 falling witihin such ca$,ugory, ” 1 .” +’ : .‘. T’: e 

., II.’ . . . . ,. . .,. ,:t 
7. Finally that where 4.3~ “of t;‘hes,e $ropOsals a’re .oa*rried out 
and equally as an over-ridi~@ “principle 1 “adBqtia:t’a guarantees 

of an international ‘Oha raeter : carr’ying ~iiits’rliat‘iona~l sanctions 
, ‘;. 

for the safety of refugees who’&& be iat&h$ng to Jewish 
I 

Wcupied areas and the ‘prdtetition of their property, oivic and 
religious rights, should be furnished, ” ” 

May I take this opportunity to oonvey the appreciation 

of my delegation to the do&mj.ssion’fd$ ‘the’ int’efest’they*ha.ve 
. . *. 

shown in our problem and their ‘odd$‘av’ddrS on behalf of the 
# ‘* .‘. , : , 

Palestine refugees, and to ‘rgqizost! again tha.$ we’ ma.y de kept 
.‘. I 

. :* ,‘._ . , . . ,, 3’ . 
,L :;y 



fully informed, and as and when %he occasion arises, consulted 
on all mattiers affecting the welfara, interests and future of 
the refugees. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 
(signed) N. Bulos 

Nassib Bulos 
Secretary 

Ddegation Ar.Jb Rafupee Congress 


