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We have appeared before'you in'Beirut and have submitted 

two memoranda. . The.main and basic demand has been and still is 
'. 

the return of the refugees,as a whole and in particular those 

of our District. Upon this principle we cannot compromise, 
Y?e base our demand upon four grounds: 

. 
1.' The natural right of evory,Pales'tinian citizen to return 

to his country and home. To-this right there can be 
no substitute. We,have heard that some sources have 
been toying with .the id'ea,of a transfer of' population, 

. : 
This may hayekappened before in history' but we strongly 

, 
reject the idea and deny that.there can be any analogy 

. . 
with our present case* Any past transfer of population 
was from a foreign country to ,the mother country and 

'not vice’ versa as in:the present case. 

2. The s.ur!l&nitarian ground . " ' 

The Commission has visited the refugee camps and seen 

lf'or ,itself'%he q,ppalling moral and matarial conditions 

under which they live. 

(3: A right arising by agreement. 3 

The'agroemant~of 13th May.1948 between the Commander 
* . ., 

of Bagkktsh and the Jaffa Emergency Committee. The 

general tenor,of the agree&& shows that the Jewish 
I.. ,., > 

occupation'o'f Ja%fa,was,to be of a temporary nature. 

'Wa refer"'in pqr,ticular t.o.clauses~~~d'l2 of instructions 

attached to 'agreement. 
* ,_ *I;' .__..d L 

. . ,' 
4. Fihally- we"hemand the. application'of~'par$greph,ll of ." 

the resoluti'on of 11th December 1948. 

W, ragret that too much emphasis:,has 'be&x. 1ai.a upon the 
1 

compensation provision of'.this, r,esoluti:on and.submit that the i ,, .;' 
main part is the return of the..rsfugees- to'the‘ir homes! We . 
cannot accept the principle of compensation as an alternative. 

To the right and raturn of refugees there can be no substitute, 

These are- our views whatever may be the views of the authorities 



or some or all of the Arab statds, though we doubt not they 

adopt the same opinion. :. 

We do not bal. ieve in compensation for what is fn fact 

proposed is to pay compensation for a whole country which Is 

impossible. The Jaw,~,..,o+~~. lsss.than LOS of’ 4the’y.area of Palestine, 

The compensation prindi’p~~::‘is’ to. app3.y ‘oni- where a refugee on 

his own free choice decides, not to, return. 1 ; : ’ , .’ * ,I_, 

Here we ask that :, . 
i.( ,‘,, ’ 

compensation to be pa,id to the i.ndividuaJ. and not from 

state to state as,,tL lath, * I er method w+ a *cause pre judfce 
to the individual’ right. ” , ., . 

. We have also in ,M.riit ,&d in our memoranda referred to 
, 

some conservatory or urgent measures which we requested the 

Commission to take na&y i 
i’ 

.,‘.; : 
a) Tha return of grove owners and of a suf’fi.cient number ._ ! 

of labourers. This is a,mattgr of .days as the 
’ irrigation ,season began and, the p,r,eparatives for the 

.: 
ra turn involve s d&ay ), .,’ , ‘. ’ 

b) Frozen assets &banks. ,, t . ,?I, ,,., . I 
Wt: rdquast the 

8 
&ie& .af these ass@+ts -a@ submit that .I 

to keep them bldcked is a vsx,a%ious .me~su.re ,as the ., . . , 
ourrancy involved is: held. outsid’e ‘SaLestine, 

These two rneasurib ha&. beLgpmg most,,urgent and nooessary " r 
since as we Lave hea’;& unoffi’oiaily the ,quasti.on~,of the return ,.I. .- 
of the refugees has been linked on ‘the agenda..~with other 
political matters,, th<a;i..d;&ing ylay;!;, “I )’ ‘, ‘.‘. 

‘V.. ” . 
Iky we take th@ fibar$y,,to @gk tha Comgdssipn what steps ! . ,. 

have been takeh in this raga?d? ,. .:' II ,. ,:, ,.' G 
C) To stop the Jews from continuing to. create conditions II ’ 

dosigneq to prevontj $he return & the ‘sefugees and to : . 
call for the immedia.te evacuation of. $he,,p emisea. ,I.: ., ‘II, 

There fira ,two @lterna$ives before yo+ ,I.‘: I’ Either the refugees . 
return c* some 8~0.0~~1 ,pq&e 1$11 perishi ;few~ ;have shown 

no eonoU.ia tion but Ihave obta$ed soc.aq .al,l. the,ir. demands. ‘,s:., 
1: refer to the last paragraph of ,” our ,memornndum date.d 

the 9th Instant and .&&firm O& ,agsiT.e $0 b13, ,heard 5n Connection . . . ., ‘. ,: ,., .I, 
with any. Proposed politi,ea.l solution I a,f.$~,ctS.ng +the,.,,araa we / .’ ‘..I 
represent., ’ 

‘*. ,. 

. : a. ;” , I , . I, ‘, 1. ..I,’ , !:.,; (5,. 
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PARTICULARS SHO'MING THE AREA OF CITRUS UNDER CULTIVATION 
BEING O'lirNED BY PALESTINIAN ARABS AND TKE NU@BER OF 
LABOURERS REQUIRED FOR TRE CULTIVATION, UPXEEP AND 

IRRIGATION OF XAJ!/lJX, 

There are about seven thcusand registered Palestinian Arab 
owners of citrus groves. 

The area owned by the above mentioned owners totals 
approximately 137,000 dunumsi, 

In ganeral, thare are about 60 trees par dunum of citrus 
in Palestinian Arab groves. 

Apart from irrigation, the ground oultivation, trimming 
and upkeep of the groves ,should be done and finished 
within the coming 100 days. 

The general return of one labourer for all tha necessary 
cultivation is six dunums per season. 
Wo therefora submit that the number of persons whose entry 
into Palsstine is damanded is as follows: 

Individual owners 7.000 

Number of persons 

Labourers for cultivation, irrigation 
and upkeep 23,000 

Specialists fcr motors, pipes and 
other repairs 3.000 

33,000 

An average of 4 dependents for eaoh 
of above mentioned 132,000. 

The total number of parsons required 165,000 


