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Sir* 
With refeience ta' OUT meeting CJf Juno' 8th, I should like i 

to make the following observations and praposals t 
! 

1, Seaarjted Familicqt On tha qUeSti.cJn of sepaE+ted families, 
regarding which the Israeli Delegation ,has given a positive answer, ' 
it, seems ta me that the quickest way of giving. effect to such a 

j j 
measure would be : I / /i 

(a) for the Jowish authorities to conduct an immediate 
inquiry among the Arabs still'living in Israeli held 

,\ 

territory as 
~; 

to abssnt members of their familz!.es, and ,: 
(b) for the Arab authorities in tha‘r&specti+e Arab coun- 

trios and the Relief Organisations, to'advertise by 
aZ1 means poSSi.bh the fact that mcmbors of families 
still living in Ssraoli hold territory could rejoin 
their families ,, and to call for applications ta that 
effect from parsons concerned; such applications tu 
be submitted to the respective Relief Organisations 
operating in the various areas, 

(c) It would bo 'bnst if those applications are then forH 
warded to one centre, p roferabJ+y to the Technical 

Ei 

Refugee Committee recently constituted, to whom the 
;I 
) 

whslo question could be delegated, ; / j ' ! 

,/, 

(d) The information' so gathared cou1.d then bc pr>oXed with 
the infaraatian furnished by ,'the Jewish authorities, 
on the basis of which a pfa'ctical plan for the impl+ 
mQ.ntatiqn of this measure could be formulntod by the 
Tcchnicai &mmi~t'ee in consultation ,wfth Arab and 
Jewish authorities, .s . ;,' .,. . .. " 

: .,’ It wm.ild st+ !b#,~nQ$&ss&t'~y, hswe?er.,, ,to ascertain the degree j 1 
.' ,': of -relatitlnship :iJ'h&h would dring a :$lornbeF. of a family within the I I I ' 

citiegary of separ&ed families. 
/ 

9?h&-!view oif the Israeli Delegation i i 
on thi,s point should perhaps be ascertaingd, xn this connectian 

: 3: 'should like to po$nt out ,that the social structure of' Arab 
jj 
/' 

, familfe$ differs fundamantally. frsm that .'in westorn society, In ' j 
., / , . . I I 

I 



Arab s~jciety, which in many mspectS iS still patriarchal in 

character, the fa;.lily is a much larger unit and embraces a wider 
circle cJf rel’atj.vGs than is othcrwiss the case in western society, 
Financial. dependence is a factor which should also be taken into 

consideration, It wcjuld also he necessary to asW?tain the con& 

tions upon which such P~pla C(juld return, i,e. whether they 

would be allcJwod trJ work1 cJ3? whether their mwmX3tS would be 

restricted to l&&ted areas etc.. 

2. ReDatriation and Resettlement of Certain RefWe@s : It is 

difficult to ascertain with exactitude the number of refugees from 
Jewish held areas. Nonetheless it can 1 fasy be assumed that 

at least a hundred theusand refugees come from lecalities which 
are not under Jewish occupation, but which were f’orili~ly either 
“nc, man’ #territory TJJ? too near to dangir %CmeS. The lh'~liS'biCe 
agrkement between Transjordan and Israel has eliminated the %cJ , 

man’ 9’ zones, Presumably it should also be assumed; despite past 

and recent evidence trJ the contrary, that Israel .Will respect its 

cormittments under the Armistice Agreements, Consequently this may 
be the moment when attention could be given to the repatriation 
and resettlement of Arab refugees in those areas’referred to above, 
The manifold advantages of such a step are self evident: 

(a) It would relieve the refugee problem by reducing 
the number of refugees. 

(b) It would help to revive Arab confidence in the United 
Nations and would act as a check on the alarming 
process rJf social and spiritual deterioration among 
the refugees generally, 

(C) The U,N. Relief Programme could be used in actual 
resettlement, 

(d) It would PrOvide a practical basis fur experimentap 
tim which wuld prove invaluable in the resettlement 
of Arab refugees generally, 

Consequently, my Delegation proposes that ; 

(a) The’ recently constituted Technical Refugee Committee ’ 
conduct a survey of such localities in Palestine 
that were either no man’s zones or dangerous zones, I 

and exxfi1ine.the possibilities cJf resettlement with i 
j 

particulap refert?Qce to needs and ‘requiraments7 and? i 

(b) Ike, ~$-mfcal Refugee. curmittee,, with thi assistance 
1 authorities 9 ascertain ‘the ex&zt number 

ana Present whereabouts of thus@ refugees who could 
be repatriated forthwith to above mentioned localil;’ 
ties, and make an estimate of cam,& ‘that would be 
entailed in their, ??epatriatirJn and’ resettlement. ’ 



(C) Tho Palestine CrJnCfliati.cm CrmiliSS~~Jn request the 
General Assembly 01: soneother Government or aukho- 
rity for an allocation of funds, by way of h-Jan 
against future a~~~CatimS for resetthmnt, or 

otherwise to meet the casts of such immediate re- 
set t1omen e: * 

In making use of the U,N, Relief Programme, a System of dis- 
tribution would have to be worked out. This could perhaTs best ?x8 

done if a number (Jf distribution centres, c+x?.veni.ently located, ta 
which refugees could cbm~ themselves and receive their rations on 
a weekly OT fortnightly basis, re establFShed, while on the other 

hand a roving medical unit would be required to handle the medical 
,side, 

3; Pwzan Ass&g : On thb quostirjn wf frozen assets, on which 

the Jewish authorities have as yot given no answer, I should like 
to put fcJrWard an alternative pruprJsaly should. the Jewish reply 
be in the negative, The C<Jmmissi(3n is no doubt aware Of the fact 

thht the Arabs rJf Palestine have large sterling balances to theb 

'credit in &XndWL It might be possible, theroforo, subject ef 

ccnmse to agroc;mont by the British Gover.nmlent, trJiiaduce a favoura*I 
bSs reply frarn the Jewish authorities, i.f in return for the release 
of tho whole Or a part CJf Arab frozen aS&x, they could hgve the 
benefit af a sterling release by the British Gr,vernment. Such a 
transaction would involve a double agreement : first agreement 
by the British Government ta release sterling f~or the use of 
Israel, and Secondly a further roloase of sterling equ+iva&3nt to / / 
such part or the whole of tho Arab frozen assets as may be relea- 
Sod by Israa’l, to make it possible for Arab refugees, wherever 

they may be, te draw on their &?prJSitS at present frozen in Israsl, 

My Delegation would ba 1llcJSt grateful, if in the meantimo, 
th@ Ca~~~~ission would approach the British G.0vernmeti.t for its VieWS 

on the matter. Such an arrangemant, if agreed upon, would benefit 

all parties concorned ; tho Jews, because it would provide them 

with much needed sterling, the Arabs because it wduld help to 

alleviate Choir proscnt desperate CrJndi%ion9 and the British Go- 
vorriment, in that ‘it would provide thorn with an r~ppWhIity ta 

make a friendly; and positive gesture without imposing !XJCJ heavy 

a burden on their economy, 
1 have the honour to be, Sir 

Yours faithfully, 

s/ Nassib Bulss 
Secretary 
Delegation 

Arab Refugee Congsesa 


