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Sirs;
The EXecutive Committee of‘the'General Palestinian Refugee

Congraso in Lebanon has ‘the honour: to- submit. this memorandum

R A o

on the occ881on of your session in Beirut,
Our Pommlttee had previously submltted several memoranda

to thg United Nagtions and to‘1ts.varlous:sub-commlttees, in Whlch

it presontod to them the point of view of the refugeos, and

described their pitiful and fearful lot “and. expressed the Vler;F;

that their displacembnt and expulsion was the result of a wéllm

ti

planned conspiraqy.w
o Duringz the last three years, the refugéees have mdingain;&
an uﬁflinéhinﬂﬂhoﬁé in pheir return to. their hbmeé;“férmstéﬁdhh”‘
propurtie f Whlch thcv left by compul&mon ‘and because they Were‘
seeking thefr own tumporary safety, " The termination of the
'Paleotine Mandate, and the neglect of making’dﬁher'arvan5eméﬁfs;
for’ another power to replace 1t had cre“tcd a vacuum in the |
country, Whlch lef't it 1n 8 state~of anarchyw 3

Aftar the 1mp051tlon of -the Armisticc, it did not’ oceur to
any of the refugees that the United Nations will allow the -
arpumunt OVbP pOlltiCDl aOVLreignty in. Palestlne to shift to'
" an argumunt over the civ1l rights of every pale%tlnian non~Jew1sh
citizen to hls home and propertles, and ths enjoymont of this:!
right regardluss of the political settlement of the Palcstlne:
guestion, The rlght of every. refugee to return to his home |

must be»independent Qf,pOllthal argument, and must not be made
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the subject of bar aining for political ends. Such utter

trampllng on m% il rights as has appeared hitherto can find its

fw

qual only 1n barbarlo times, and even then it did not take long
before the wrong was put rlght a aln

AL the DutSut of

jihe last S08 51on of’the United. Natlans, the
rgfugeus Waltud for thh resulto with optlmlstlc hopes, They had
found now in the United Wations a new resolute and unhus1tat1ng
stand tDWards tho enbmleo of manklnd : and they were hoping that
thls new splrlt and 1n1t1at1vo would bei the beginning’ of an ﬁ?
GXucuthélarm'Df th@'UmﬁpedrNatlonﬁfhocoraate 2" better ‘and moreﬂ
pbaoeful world But unfgrﬁunately,hthenrefugees?Were‘gréatiy
dis appolnt d a8 thc 88 551on ungud with only thé publication «f
 more frwsh rﬁsnlutlono . The .refugees hqd been optimistic not
for hopes of a‘?olltloal galn experience has taught them the
DppDSltb of Thdt vﬁhoy wcro qot also gager to achieve new reso~
lutlons howovnr suitably wordad the y may be, for they'already
h=d ﬂGhloV6ﬂ £0ME TLwOlutlDHb Wthh they hTVb acceptéd and requect-
od,. tht thb rpfugces were hoplng to see out of “that’ SGSSlDﬂ was
a Wlll for ancutlnp thu old rcuolutlons of the United ‘Nations.
Tor what 1s thu vqluo of resolutlons, and what ig' thé obect of
taking declslons 1f these are not. dustlﬂ@d to: be. ehforced %
The ;efugeos dbmqnd franncss ahd.clarity from yotr and from theff
United N2 tlonu, and it 1s not asking-much to demand frankness R
and olquty qfter thoée rquglnp thrce ybnrs. BN

CIn rospeot of the future of the. refugccs' the Uhited Nations
stands in ulthéf one of two positions.. It i either indompstent
to’ enforce its own res olutlons or it is disinclihed to enforce
them ln uqoh‘case the refugees have beeome puzzled or even A
doubtful of the 1nLentlons of the United: Nations: towwrds ‘them
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and thelr future‘ © . e . EE

Is thu fnllure‘of the Unlt d, thlon5|tho result-of the

B

lnfluenco whloh the Jews h°V@ in its various depqrtments, or is



it a new chapter in the originaml plan which at first created Israel
nnd then overwhelmed her with recognitions,:financial elp, loans;
Lnstraments ,of war, end now seems to want to strangle us all ¢
Inspite of the lapse of a long time in which the refugees have”
had‘to_liye.farﬁawgy'from,theip homesg, . the United Netions which

We
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originally a primary cauge in their disaster, has until ‘now
not done anything whatsoever to give -them their natural rights.
?ﬂ@ refugeos are woll-aware of the impagt. of the-Jewish influsnce
Whichvhﬂsvso blomished the napme of the Unlted Wrtions, and they -
might well be cxcuscd for thinking that their returnm to their
thQﬁ cah only be achleved by a more devastating road, -
,Qgr‘Cmmm;tﬁpa which is fully ocognizant and‘appreciative of . .
ﬂ this‘féoi is gtill hoping that your commission will do’ scmething !
quipkly,;which will have the effect‘of'éatisfyihg the supreme - sisH
~of - the refugees-of golng back tc thelr.howmes,
The Politieal. Committee of the United Watibng has lately - '
produeed a: pew rosolution which was afterwards:-approvéd by the
G -neral " ssembly:on the l4th ~of December, 1950
We should like to remark that this . new ressolution is . not.
different in its spirit from an earlicr resolution.of the United™
Netions taken on the 1lth of December, 1948. But alreadyiovéritwo.
years have elapscd and tho United Nations is stilliunsblé to enforce
that regsoclution, and-force the Jewlsh authorities, Whioh“ware‘ofiits
owh making, . to:respect the word of the United Nations. -
The r@fugaas.wiSh~to;Plaoa;onmfécDrd‘againvhefev‘thﬂt they - ¢
ATC Very ﬂppr0h6n$iV@,Qf¢th§iE~futdféﬁmand obgerve that all the
rosclutisns which have affinmed Ardﬁ%rights-and-Justice,:heve:beqni
nothing but ink on peper. In these.clroumstances, the refugees have
remaincd homeless rnd away from their cwn properties which have in
the meantime been i_nhabitodgpy{‘rfgreign.e:_rs; their mcnies are still -
frozen in British Bﬂnks.altnough tha‘balanceSxof these monies are ..

kept in England .and nob.in Israel; their properties and the rents
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there@f”éfﬁl&ﬁfcmﬁinﬂuhder the mercy of ‘Jewish custody. And all .
those thlngs hélp to make thu Middle' East as dindefinable as 1t is.
teday,

The ‘refugccs are nst enemics, but Are according to the Jews
themselves, ‘absontees, * Yot we hdve learned that the Jewish
autha:itieé*havé”prémdlgnted hew oppressive laws concerning Arab
preperties’ that are contrary to the natural rights of the property
cwners, and which incidontally are opposed to the terms. of the
truce sgreements ihi foree;.

We therefore request you to order the Jewish authorities, to
with—hiid'frbm’énfbrbing these laws immediately,;and.tofcmnceLUFhe
lrws altcgether before they will have dene. much harm,  In its Dplace,
we rbquvot the''setting up of a Committee SSprlallY ostabllshad
and composced of appointed refugecs together with some Unlted Natlons
Officers, which will havie as its duty the adm%ﬂlﬁFratigﬂ&ﬁfthQﬁ
preperties of the absentees,undef United;wat;on'sisuzer@insﬂip;

We suggest thnt this be sét.up immediately and in the course of
your delibersticns in this. sesgion on the.ways and means ,of |
enforeing ﬁ@e'aims of Article Eleven of Resolution 194 teken,

on 11.12.1948, ‘

We bolieve that' your committee is noy unaware that the  °
réfugees?are‘pﬂlbstiniﬁhﬁ‘an@rthat many of them have Pﬂq.ﬁhgir ‘.
origins in Palestiﬁ@?éinceuthousands of years[.;Thg réfugeegzgrgai
1iving todday as forelgnbrs thru -ever  they are, 3Qd.areucﬂqéiq@red-
as such by the countries in whlch~they¢r631d@. ;quiﬂnly OfflOlHl~’
ly, but also the nationals of these ‘countries loﬁk to the rbfugeeshﬂ
a8 ffrelgners and heve no real.feeling towards Jthem,  As A w1tness ;
to thls it is- sufficient to. know that in the lasgt moslem and
chrlqtlnn Christmeg holidays,: thu‘refugees were.left as popr. and
qs\haggafd'a they have been since three. ycar . ahd we havu not
seen Dhe anmplb whe'Fe the natlanals of: thcsu countrlos have shown ;

qny real sympathy tcwards thew, or offered glfts to their ohlldren.
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In such a situnticn it wculd‘be an unwarranted fancy to think that
the United Naticn3~ndw'§olioy of”Integrﬂtion Oaﬁ.b@ applied with
L BUCCE8Rs, 1 L. o |
_ The refugeos have tired of subMittihé mdmorand% to internation-
al bodies, for they hrnve been demnnding justice for three yesars,
but in vaih. 'Néverthaless, they have‘not‘given up hcpe in God's
justics, which‘thcy believe will ultiwately prevail. |
The last rosslution‘ef the United Naticns which you have come
hers tv enforce, cannot be fully discussed by us in this memorandum,
and we should be honoured if you will make it possible for a deleg-
atian from our committee to appear before you in perscn, Our
delegnticn hopes to suggest to ycu the best ways which in our
opinion woﬁld sorve the high hopes of the refugees, and to present
to you the following subjects:
(L)~ The prescnt ravaging condition of the Palestinian refugces.
(2)- | The cnforcement of the supreme desire of the refugees of
returning to their howes,
(8)-  The rights and ways of the refugees for administering their
own prcpartics,
(4)- That the iden cf Integrantion is nothihg but 2n impractical
dresm which cannot be enfcrced successfully,
(5)- Suggesting the means of enforeing the three United Naticns
rescluticns of 29th November, 1947, the 11th December, 1948,
and the 14th December, 1950,
History hes chosen you to solve this question, and the
ccnelusions you arrive ot will be recorded for or qgainst,you.
Thig is n rare chance for you to affirm justice to this disaster
which remaing a black spot in the history of humenity itself,
You are of course aware, that uhjust and unpractical solutions
onnnot live long, and usuaily contain in themselves the seeds for
revolution; for example, the unjust and unpradtioal solution

imposed upon Buropeanh Nabions was itself the cause of the 1939 war,



‘nnd of the fqlluru of thﬂ Lquue Df Netlions,

Our Cummlttbb t kus thls ocecasion to offer you 1ts compliments,

ﬂnd prqys thﬁt you w1ll suocecd in your noblc mlsslon

Yours ulncerely,
Beirut, —_ ' ' (Signcd) Mlchel AZar
a7.1,195)1 o Secroetary



