
UNITED NATIONS CONCILIATION COMMISSION FOR PALESTINE .: 

2 February, 1851, 
0RIGINAL:ENGLISH 

sirs, 
!. 

:., ., 
'. , 

.,.,;/ , 

I' 

The Exocuti.ve,,Committee of, the' General Palestinian Refugee 

Congress in Lebanon has,th,e honous:to-submit:thi.s memorandum 
r 

.I,_, i. 
on the occasion of your session in Beirut, 

,: _'.. 
:I ( 

Our Committee ha,d previously submitted several memoranda : ' 
to thH' United Na,ti.ons, and to its.vsrtous,'sub,-~c'ommit'tees,.in which? 

.* I :.. 
Y it presented to them the,.po,int. of .view 'of the refugees, and ,- 

described their pitiful and fearful lot;>and. expresied the view 
: 

I ./ 

that their displacement end expulsion was the result of a well- 
i, ,: f 

I 
planned conspirac,y,, ,; : ,. 
,.. .1 I, ~ / 

During the le,st three years, the, refugees haire' maintained' 
.', 1 

an unflinchin? hope in.,their retprn to. their gome's, farms and" t-1 'I . r _I 
propdrtias, which they) le,ft by compulsion "and b,ecause they were 

!I ,. ..a 3 ! 

seeking their own temporary safety, '. The termination of thL ,! 

'Palestine'Mandate, 
r" 

and the neglect of making-tither 'arraniements 
::. ', 

,for tinother power to replacc,Jt had created ,& vacuum in 'the '- 
..' ,. .' 

country, which left it in,a state:,o,f anarchy:@ "' "I 
, 

After the imposition of:,the Armistice,:it did not occur to 
.>' : 

any of the ref'ugees.that the,United Nstions tiill allow the ,j . . ,, : 1 : 

argument over politicel sovereignty,,in.Palest$ne to"shift'to 
i 

an argument over the civil rights/of' every palesttnian non- Jewi,& 
: .: 

citizen to his home and properties, and the e'njoyment of "'th'is .' ' 
., . .,: ./ 

right regardless of' the politics1 settlement of the P'alestine 
.., ,' : 

' question, Tha right; of, every ref,ugee, tb. return to hi's home ,. '. 1" 
must be independent of political argument, and must not be.made 

.,, 



the subject of$'bargaining for political ends, Such utter .., I. : ,; .: \ : 
tra_rnp,~l;in~!:on,~.r~!fvi~ rights as hfis 

'i! / appeared hitherto can find its r - ." .I:: :' 1, : t,. : j j‘: 
equal only in barbario times, and. even. then it did not take long 

before 
'/ ', 

the wrong was put sig$@'again;,; ,., . . : ,. 

ref ugoe"i3~'e"W~itod. for th<, results with optimistic hopes, They had 

found now in the United Nations a new resolute and unhesitat$$ 

stand toward.s the ene.mies, of mankind:, ': xind. they were 'hoping that 

th'is new 'i3piri.t and init,i;a$i..ve would bet 'the. beginning' of an "C 
. Ii ,. ;:,: ..I 

.! ,‘(," 
bXiXutiVr3 arm of the Un.{it;,eg. T\Tationq: &p ,:op;s:ate 3'" b~'t.bf3i' 'And 'i~.ore 

I 
peaceful world.. ,,, But unfrjrtunetely., /, the.. refugees tiere. @eatl,y 

disappointed. :2s the session ,endod ,with only the publida%ion ‘rf 
.j ,.. : ) , >, j :: : 

nio$e fresh resolutions, The .rofugo.cs hsd baen optimistic not 
; 

!I .,' ,.,.I 
for hopes 'of a political ,%aug;lit them t&c 

; ,: 1 ,.', >: :i ! , 
gain;. e.TGeerience hss 

crppo's'ite of that. They were not; ,also eager to acbie'vc 'new reso- 
! '" 

lu&ons, 
,,f~..J '_ I,,, 

howove? suitably wordad. thgr;'y may be, for they’ already' 

hqd achieved :;orno resolutions,,,wh.ic,h th’ey .klt3v~.: mccepk6d and request- 
,' .! _: ., : h, i ,, _' 

@cl.,. Whnt the refugees were, hoping to see out of \tihcit' sessio$was 
/ ~ ' : . '.. ', 

a will f&r executing the old respiutlons of the United *Nations. 
: ,' a ./I ;r ,. 

3’0~ what is the v~1u.o of re~polutions,, I, I /II .a :,,,"" ,and whnt isthe Iobject' of 
t:: ;: # . 

tak.ing decisions if these are not. destined, to be. chforced ? " 
,, ,I. ,. -.: ,i : -:.., 

The refuge'es' demand fra.nk,ness ,and,. cLarity:' from you. and from 
: 

the"" .,1.:, ;' i ,..,. 
United Nations, ,, '/: 

and'it is not ssking,:much to :d.oma.nd. 'frnnkness 
,,' " 

and cl:arity after those ravyging three yeprs: ,, : '.I" 1: 
. . ,. (I : >;,a ,', : I_/_ . 'I. 

In 'respect of ,t,he futur.g op the.. refuge:es!,:: the Un.ited $ation.s' 
.I : :,' '7.i.i !!,,1, ,' 

stands in either one of two positions,! ,,;ct %s e:;ith& in&ompQte~t" : ,, ,: ,. ; . ..(. 
to enforce 'its own resolut,$,ons,. ,or, ,it &is flisi.ncl.fhea to enforce 

,r * * .’ I 
them,' l-n esoh case,. 

.., : the refugees hnv,e besome puzzled or even 
.,; :, 

./; I b t x. 
doubtful of the intentions of i the United.: ‘Crations townrds"them ."" 

' 
;, ../ ', ,! ,", i :9. 

.r. .,...: i 
o'f'the,, )UnitDd~ Nqtioas .~'the resu:,X%:.:oLf the 

:. , 1 , ', .J : '. 
., i ', , _, ,. 

influence which the Jews h?,ve in its va.rious departments, or is 



. I  . e I  

it R Ix?W chqpter in the original plan which ?t first CreRted 1srae1 

rind. .theo!.; oVarwhf$n?ed .har v$th recognitions .‘/, ! ~ 1. .., (. , -:fin+lnci%l help, . . loans, 

instrum~qts ,0f W~P , .,and .naw seems to wRDt $,o strangle US ,;11’1: ? ,, 3 .,:. ,. .- : 

IJ’lspite Of th.3 lapse of a long time in which the r.efugees ,hsve.’ 

hn.d CO live f nr ?.yVVay from .t,heiq homc:s a. tho United Ne.ti.uns ti,ich 

wa a originally %! primary c.qu.so in t,heir disast,er; ,has until :‘now . 

no$ don.3 Rnything wha.t.soevQ,r ,$D giwc <,them their naturn’l’ rights ,. ’ / 

pr@ rerugoc-s n.rti w.ol1-nwn~,~.~ of* the impRot. of the ;:Jewish i’nfluance 

which l-m.6 3 so blemished the ns.~e of ,rthe:. ‘Unisted Nrtions, and they '. 

might wall bo oxcuscd. for thinking that t.heiz’ re%ur.a <to their : 

humc.s cnn only., bo aohievod, by: 8 more devsslnting. raqd:, 

Z;his fact is s,tiQ~ho,pi~g that ycur cbmmission will do’s:.:methiri$ -l 

years hrlva olc?<stid ntnd. &ho United Nations is. .gtill :unabl& to enforce 

thnt qcsolution, -aLforce t&e Jewish nuthoriti68, tihich. wore .oT its 

ncc3 vary app,rohenq,i.ve, &theiq. futQr’o$:.,.qnd obtierve that 911 the 

rasslutions which hove. q$:f?i-flmod Arndtrighta ,atd. Justice, hrV% been.: 

nothing ,but $.nk *on psper,.., ,Zn these ci,roumstxnces, the, refugees have 

ram~inncd hamcloss pnd. ~,wny f,ram.,their rwn ppzpertias which hwsie ,in 

the:, moc!ntims been i,nhr?.b$ted .bp :;f ereigngrs; their mcnies nre Still -. 

frszen in ,British &,J$s a$though tha *bnlnnces-.:of thase mznies Rre 

kep-t in England :9ndd, &ot..,:in Israe.1;. their pr,opsPties Find the rents 

& ., I-’ 1. .,p .!._: : ,,..’ 
.J,.’ “, , : 3 .! ,,‘_,a - ! 



, , ‘ :  

those thi'ng's' hdlp ,to make the iVid,dle' En5.t 'as' $nd,efinn,bl~ RS it. is . . . 

rt,cdgy,f ;' ! 8,. ', 
“ , ,  ,  

The refu@;:s ' ,I '~ra~n2t enoma;s, but & acc,arding to the ,Jows 

cw.nBrs,.. ana which incidbntally- arc? opposed tci the terms. of the 

truce 3gsbcmonts ih;'f'jjyce,. , :, : ,:, 

We thoref3re' ro'quost' you 'to order thp Jewish .auth.ori)$os., %,o 

w?.th-hr,ld fr':!m' &nfbrtiing these 13~s immsdi&elp,, Bhd to the cn,nce$, : ! ,,.I 
1~~s .;ltcgether beflci,e they w'ill hnve done, much, hqrrn., In i.:ts, pl;~co.,~ ~ ,:, 
we x'equoat' thc"setting up' of' Q Committee especi.aLly ,esta,.bl.ished,$ . / '. 



In such R situqtfcn it wculd be sn unwarranted fancy to think that 

ths United Nati:_:ns .n.Gw colicy oflntegr~~tinn con be Rpplied with 

The rufugecs h%ve tired 3f submitting momor9nd.s. to internstion- 

~1 bodio s, fclr they hove bean damnnding justice far three yews, 

but in v%ih. l!Werthalzss, they hqve not given up hope in .God's . 

justice, which thoy believe will ultirrlstely prevsil., 
. 

The lnst roszlution zf the United Nstionx which you h,?ve come 

hCJ?G tE C3.Kl%!XCC, cnnnot bc fully discussed by us in this momor?ndum, 

rind 'we sh::uld be hrjn::urod if y!>u will mnka it possible for R deleg- 

qticn fr:;m :!ur cnmmittee t;: nppesr before ysu in porscn, Our 

delegntizn hopes to suggest to YCU the best wnys which in our 

spinion would. serve the high hgpos of the refugees, xnJ to present 

t:; ynu the fc:ll:;hwing subjects: 

(lb- 

w- 

(3)- 

(4)- 

(5)- 

The prosont rsvqging condition of tha Pslestininn refugees. 

The onf>rr,oment ef the suprealo dssiro of the rcf.ugoes of 

returning to their h~jmos. 

The rights 7n.d wtys of tho rofugeos for ndministcring their 

own prppc;rtios, 

Th?t the ides cf I.ntagrr\,ti:;n is nothing but in impractical 

dro?m which cqnnnt be cnf:rcod successfully, 

Suggosting the mcn.ns of cnfo'rcing the three United Nations 

resolutic,ns of 29th W3vealbor, 1947, the 11th December, 1948, 

pnd thu 14th Dccembtir, 1950, 

History hDs chosen yc\u to salvo this question, rind the 

ccnclusions you ~rrivo q,t will be rticsrdod'for or against ,yDU, 

This is n rare clz~nce, fcr you t, 9 Rffirm justice to this disqstcr 

which ram.~i.ns 51 bLrl.ck spct in the history ?f humsnity itself, 

You ,322 af c:)urs~ 9wflre, thnt uhjust rind unprectical snlutions 

c)n.nnot live le)ng, snd usually cDntp.in in themselves the seeds for 

ruvdutiun; for oxnmple, the unjust snd unprscticnl solution 

ialp:,sed upon Eurupenn Nqtions WAS itself the cause of the 1939 war, 
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Beirut, : 
2'7.1,1951 
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of the League zf Nstions, 

tokcs this occasion to offer you its compliments, 
I 

will succeed in ycur noble mission, : 

.,I 

Yours SillCSW&, 

(iSigned) Michel Wz~r ' 
Seorotary 
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