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Gentlemen,

The Representatives of the Palestine Committees in Lebanon,
desire to submit this memorandam o you in respect of thHe .
mission-you have been. entrustod W1th upder the Unlted Natlons
decislon of December 14, 1950 o '

'ﬂ;'i. Rofugees Digappointment in the Unlted Natlons

The refugees wish to place on record their bltter dlsapp01nt~

'ment doubts and fears in the earnestness of the Unloed Natlons

to carry out their de0151ons and redress a small part of the

,great wrong done to thetn; fFor, despite the lapse of about “three

years. 51noe thelr compulsory expdus, the United Natlons decision

.;:ﬁ of Décember ll l948 docreelng the return of: the refugees to
'l”thelr fatherland has Aot ‘been: execlted, and. appears to have been
Y mere anaesthetlo THis " dpathy on the part of the Uhlted Nations
“has led the refugees t0 believe that due - to, the.. great 1nfluenoe

the Jews heve ori Some Great Powers, the U,S.4, and Great Brltaln
in. partloular ‘the Unxted Mations+has become ra tool in the hands

aifof the Zlonlsts.‘ ““* e ’1i$}kv;~

2. The Grav1tv of the Sltuetlon'i" TR
For three.years, the gro et majority of the e

,rofugees have been llVlng on their own resources -ahd on advances

from relatlveg and frlends the UNRWA's.. ass;stence belng only

"i ‘symbollc. In Palestlne they were enjoying-a high standerd of
- .llVlng equal to ‘that enjoyed by Buropeans,, It is thereﬂore
‘A_ 1nhuman that the UNRWA should offer. this meagre ration worth
) only one dollar per person-per month on which.an animal can hard
Jllve. EVen thls 1nelgn1flcent retlon hes been the sub;eot of many
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oomplalnts by the refugoes, belnv'of a poor quality and 1is belng
distributed by a very elaborate and extravagant administration
Cwhich is lnCDnDatlblG with the ture of the work and services
rendered. | o o
Now that the refugees have drained all their resources and
are on the verge. of: starvatlon humlllatlon end annlhllatlon;
they Have bétome the ‘prey of desperatlon that would soon drive
them to embrace and follow polltlcal ideas that, are adverse to
the principles of the Dellocrasies pnd thus beoome a dangerous
element in “this pdrt of the world, ‘The refugees therefore
request you to conslder this grave situation before it is too
late, The manner in which the Urited Netions is handling this
problem is dnngerous; In our oplnlon, it 1s only covermng a -
burnlng furnace thh a thin leyer of ashes,. . e

ﬂS. Regatrlatlon to Palestlne ig. the aim of refugees

. The return ofievery: person to hls fathorland home and
property, is fundamental and is hi§ nﬂtural 1nd1sputable rlght.
Moreover, thig principle has been dscrepd and sguaranteed. by the
Cherter of the "nghts of Mﬂn“wsponsored by:the Democraciés,

TRt our oaee it hes beeﬂ afflrmed by two United Nations decisiohs

of December 11, 1948 and Deoember 14, 1950.' Though the first
declslon h = been negleoted for two. years the refugees still.w
*hope for’ the last tlme that the Unlted Wations wikl show at-this
”crltlcal hour some of the determlnatlon and oourage it ‘has.-shown
in' Korea," The rofugees emphatloally 1ns1st on: their return.

to their homeland. They believe that this 1s,the only naturai

“ solution for’ thelr problem They would warn you that QrtlflClal
golutions w1ll not eurv1ve but Would only breed chaog and. disturb-
ances’ It was such erthlolal solutlons imposed oh certain parts
of Europe that’ had partly contrlbuted 406 the ruip pf the. League
of Natiohs ahd the break out of World War II

0y (.‘:_" ‘v".‘.:'.',:‘..u....v.".--v"

4, Relntegratlon P

, ey . Lo
The 1dea of relntegrﬂtlng part of - the.befugees in‘some of the
Countries 1n Whloh they now llVG temporarily is fantagtic. and
1mpractloal " The rofugees 1n51et on their returnito their. hemeleand,
and the Arab oountrles for soolal ,- cconomic and political reasons,
look fOrward to the day When all refugeee will return to their
homes.” The refugees w1ll never surrehder -their. heritage, nor will
ﬁhey sell thelr sacred hlstorlc trust for any price;t -There is"
notlng in Intornatlonal Law or usage that would permit any
authority in the world to expel a peaceful hation from its own

country where it had lived for thousands of years in order to be
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replaced by sheer force, by a foreign peopls, whatever the reason
may be,. And what impression can a refugee have of "Democracy"
when the major Democratic countries were responsible for his
dispersion, Ard what kind of & democracy are we living under,
when a refugee, only a few yards away from his home cannhot go
back to it to live a peﬂceful and a free life, the life of the
"five freedoms" broedcqst by the Pr631dent of the U S.hy not long
ago.. “And how can- thex'efugee in the Camps suffering the pangs

- of hunger, cold and dlsease after hav1ng lost home, property

and oountry, refraln from hoplng for a botter mopde: of life under

any. other reglme

5.. GDmpGnsatan H

The refugees understand the term "oompensatlon" mentioned
in the United Natlons deOlSann of December ll 1948 to mean as
'fDllDWS e - [ T L] & S '

(a) Compensation for the lOSS oﬂ eareer and loss of income
' from estebllshed 1ndustry, trade,. profeq31on ‘voeation and
“other business undertaklngs that were prﬂctloed by the
'-refugees in Palostlne. . '
(b) Gnupenemtlon for loss end demage to holdlngs and
properties caused by aggresqlon} and through the enforoed
" dbsence of the owners, Do .
i le) Oompensatlon does not apply to _properties and holdings,
‘“movable or immovable, since these hayo- actual values that
. oan by no means be 1noluded within. the term compensatlon.

7316. Refugees ‘hate Chﬂrlty

- The refugees whose income from thelr properties ln Polevtine
ig about twenty million pounds sterling per year, .losk with disdain
upoh living on aharlty.' Therefore, pending the adoption of the
hecessary measures for their immediate repatrlation they
earnestly request the follDW1ng :

(a) The immediate payment of the, balanoes frozen in banks,
and the acoumulated proceeds of their properties adminlstered
by the Jewigh Gustodlan of "Absentee Property"
(v)  The immediate abrogation of discriminate legislation
ehacted by the Jewish Authorities in respect of their
 properties inasmich as such legislation is incompatible with
the provision of the pregent truce -and the natural rights of
the prpperty ewhersf'nThis is all the more so, since the said
Authorities themselves treat those owners as absentees.



3

-4 -

'ﬂ(c) . 8irnge refugees’ arc absedtees, the dutiss of the Jewish
Custodlan of "Absentee Property" be terminated and replaced
. by a, committec composed of the refugees thtmselves uhder the
’ ausplces of the. Un:ted thlons. The proposed oommlttee will
"admlnlstor the. propertles and pay the 1neome therefrom to
:the owners wherever théy may be, and Advise your Commission
4and any other competont body on all matters relatlng to the

vrefugees
,’ e

7. ajPersonal oontact w1th vour Commlssion .r};_”:

The réfugees haVu become very tlred of comm1581ons and
memoranda. - Their patience has been exhausted Three years have
elapsed and tholr case ‘has not ndvanbed-a" lngle 1ota The

- rofugoos bollevc that memornndo have fﬂlled to contrlbute towards
 the solut;on of their problem - We, thsroforb ‘request to have

a pers*nal contact with you in accordance w1th the United Nations

| deolslon of 14 Decembsr 1950 to discussithig 1mportant case
“.Whloh affscts the destlnles and fates of: hundreds of thousands

of 1nnocent people, ..ls wc.are‘the people most oonoerned, we
believe we should have a decisivé say in'‘the matter, and this
can only be done effeotlvely through personal cortact to exchahge
views as to tho best moans ‘40 arrive at-.a: falr and Just solution,

8. Summarz !

;,Our clalms may be summquzed as follows :

'"7(a) The speedy roturn of refugees to thelr fatherland

“ homes and properties, . ' '
(b) Oompensatlon for all lossos and damaéos sustalned by
the ewners as explained in para, 5.'

‘,r(O) - The immedlats reloase of all blooked balanoes and
.”faCGDuﬂtth»:hhﬁﬁ LT el
- (d).:: The:zbrogation of ﬂll leglslatho and admlplstratlve

measures adopted by ‘the Jew1sh ﬁuthorltlss aga:nst the

~ refugegs and their properties. :

'i(e)_f The constltutlon of. e committes’ to replaoe the Jowish
Oustodlan as proppsed in para 6 (¢), o
(f) Duo t0 the general complaint of the refugees to arrahge

. for an 1nvest1gatlon into the maohlnery and opcratlon
_ of UNRjlk. | | - o
_ ;(g)¢m Arrangements for our contact with your Commission as

'fr explalnad in para. 7.



9, Conclusion ¢

In conclusion, the refugees feel that they have been the
victims of a wrong policy, Tavouritism and aggression., Wever in
history has such an mggression been inflicted upon a small body
of people like us by such a large and a respohsible group as the
United Nations, To expel a small and a helpless nation out of
its homeland and replace i1t by "chosen people from all parts of
the world" has not been heard of even in the dark ages, The
damage done, moral, soclal and material is truly great, Consequently,
we realize that the United Nations will encounter great diffioulties
in settling this problem ag the maghitude of the problem is
proportionate to the magnitude of the aggression,

However, there is only one way open to that World Organization
to restore peabe in the Middle East, It is by ending favouritism
and resolving courageously to redress the wrong that has been done
at any cost, For the United Natioas to take this right step, it
has to be, not only guided by you, but stimulated to realize what
amopuht of humah suffering is allowed to continue by their
indifference and delayed acticn, They will have to see that the
Palestine Case is a catastrophe in which humanity itself has
suffered, Therefore, the task before you, Gentlemen, is difficult,
but very great, You share the responsibility with the United
Nations to find an eguitable solution, and whatever line you
take will be recorded in history. It is a unique opportunity
offered to only three chosen men to say the truth and stand for
justice regardless of the consequences,

The refugeos, therefore, firmly believe that if the United
Nations will, without fear or favour, deal with the case, with
all falrness ahd firmhess, our problem will be solved and justice
will prevail,

General Secretary,

(Signed)nr. Izzat Tanhous,



