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Gentleken, 
.’ ., 

. ‘. 
Th& Representatives of’ the’ Palestine Committees in, Lebanon, 

desire to submit ‘this momoranduin tb you in. respe.ct of the .‘, : 
tnissXon,‘you ,have .be.e’~..e,~,trus.‘te.d wSth under the United Nations ,.. de’cis~ori ef December 14, 1g,5(), ‘,” I,‘.- ‘.. :‘..,.-.-.s .:.. ‘( :...‘. I 2 

! ., > . . ,...,. ,, 
: 1. : Refugees Disapp oi’ntneat in the Wnited’.Nations ‘: 

i, 
The refugees wish’to plnce on record,their bitter disappoint- 

:,,.., ‘; 
: ‘? merit, doubts and fears in the earnestness of the United Nations 

to carry out their decisions and redress a small ‘part ,of the 
great wrqng done’ to theini For, despite the lapse of about “‘three 

i. T y.pqrjs. singe their’ cotipul’kory exodus, the. United Nations de,cision ., 
* ,.: ( , ,. o.,f, De,o.ember 1i.i~ ‘1’9& ,” de'cree'ihg the return. of:, the refugees to 

; “, : ,, . 
. ..their fatherland,, . has ‘~ot”bbBn-.execIlted, 

: a,@ appears to have been 
i.... ., a,, mere,. anae,s,th6 tic; ! I. This ‘apathy on the ,p,,art .of the United Nations 

I has 1 1,ed the r&tigees ‘t’d’ believe .th,a.t. :.due, 3 to ;+a.. &eat ‘~inf’luence :. .1 /’ ‘;, 
.>,:‘, I the Jews have on s&tie Great Powers, the U;S,,A, and Great Britain 

.&Q..particulqr , ,the uh$t.& Nattons: has become ;a t.ool in the hands 

. ‘8: of, Qe,, Z-jon~st~~” ‘*P’ ’ r, j, a,’ ::l ,; 
_L : 

: .:., :, 
I. ‘,., 

; 
2, The Gravity of the Situation:“’ “” ’ .! .,, ,j ., I’ , #,, :: *.:, 

For three.,years, the g.2 o 8% “’ III a j o iity’,bf’:‘%h e I’.,.: i .‘, 

., ) refugees have been living on their own res$~r~ces .and on advances . I .::. ,, 
:. , I’ fro,@ relatfv:eJ and friends., :&he. U’NRWSI,ri,s,..as.s:ist~nce . 

syktbolik. 
$ing 

* 
only 

! ’ :’ I... In ‘Pal’cstiha they were1 enjoyi~ng,;@, high standard of 
/ . ,.,< ’ : ,; i living equal to”“c’hat e’njoyed by Zuro,peans,:S, It is thyme .:‘; 

.’ r .: inhuman that the’ ‘UNRWA J should offer. t.kis meagre ration worth 
I : . .!. ! only one dokar per; person.per month on which: an animal can hard 

i& - I’ 
.’ - Even this..in:sig.~~fisAnt.. rationhas been the subject of many 

,, ) : .t ‘I ,. :j .,i ‘. Ii :, ,;,, i. ,.., i 2. / ,,‘. . : ,.i’ ..-; 
‘i.: I. : ,:,, , ‘. ;’ 

. I. 
“: :‘i ,: ,,,;, ( . ’ :,.> .i’ _, . . , .,! ‘I *.. I ,i,. . . ,. ,., 



. . 
i 2; 

1 ::‘:’ 
complaints .‘by”-‘the refugeesi being’of’ a poor quality and is being 
distsibutiad by a very elaborate and extravagant administration ._ 

*.~~‘&hi’bh is incorrl~atiblc with the.hturc of the work and. services 

rendered. 

Now that the refugees have drained all their resources and ;. ‘, 
a.re on the verge. of-. starvation, hurdilia’tion and annihilation) 
they have b&o’me the ‘prey of desperati’on that would soon drive 

them to embrace’ and follo$ political’ $de’as that are adverse to _. . 
the principles o?’ ‘:~~e:.De,~oCr8’~4e.s o&d.’ thus.‘be&‘ome a dangerous ,...,. _ ,.r 
element in -this par% of’.the &jrld. “‘The refugees “therefore; 

request you to consider this grave situation before it is too 

late. The manner in which the UrTitod Nztions is handling this 

problem is dangerousi In our opinion, it is only covering a ” 
burning furnace with a thin layer, of a,s,hes ,’ . . ,, .!, ):,l..l, _ >‘: ‘.L. 

i . “3 , REpa,triatiog to PalesSi.,oe is ,:the aim ,of ‘refugees ,:: 
_. 

..Thg return of!:every. pers’bn to his fatherland, home and, 

property, is fundamental and’ is hi’s’ ‘hatur’al indisput‘d’ble right, 
Moreover, this pr inc i.ple has be-e,?, d.apreed and g’u~rant.eti:d,.. by the .*... ,,,,_., . . . . ..~.1.... 1 .,_,......” . . Cher tar of &.g . . . ;q.&$.~ ‘,i?.‘.&+ 

spohsored by:,.tho Democracies, :,:,. ,: . . . I. .- _, -. ’ x’i’! ok* ~a’;‘& i “i.f, his, I ie en affirmed by’two Unit,ed Nations decisions 

o? December 11, 1948 and Deoe.mber 14.) l?,s?; Though the. first ./.. 
decision h&s been neglected for t,wo.,years the refugees still.:, ,I, ,‘, .-. ,.: > 
hope for’ ,the la&t time that the TSni&d 1Ja-titin.s wiL1 show at -this . . 
‘6riti’cal ‘dour some of “the determination and .pourage it has. ,shown t .;: ,,. 
in’Korea,’ The, ref uge,es emphatically insist ‘on the,& ‘return.! _, .:. 
tb their homeland, &hey .believe .,tha.t this h? ,.the -o&y hatoraL . :,,‘:‘. .: ‘. i : 
zkhhbn’f or their problem,. They wo@.d warn you,, B&at. ~artff ic&zJ, . . 
‘$bLGtionk &k. not’ survive but ,.yould ..otil.y breed ,e,hao.s ‘and. disturb- 

‘- : 
antes; It .wa$ s~cki&thic.i&.~ s.olutions. i,mn;aosed, on bertain, pa&s .: I<:,’ I!/’ .. 
o’f’ Europe that” hid partly contr’ibuted to the ruin,,of:. theLeague 

of Nations and the break out of World War II . . . . . , ,_, .> ;. :. _’ -; *t ,,,_ I.:,/... _.,., $.liL. ‘, ‘1:.:... .,,. :....’ ’ ” . ,;.,. :: ..:... “‘._I... :. 
4. 

::. .._,. 
peintegr,a,t ion : 

“,; I’ ,i.-i, {, ‘. I’< j I. ‘:‘* ‘1, , I : : :‘, ” .’ ‘: ’ .:. .., ,y, .j, i : 
The idea of”‘~eintegrn’ciPg,~~art of6 the &fugeas -in ‘some, of “&he 

: 
zount’ries .it-t’:@hi& they,,,now live tampocari&y .is fantastid. and ,‘r, :. ‘Y. .: I 
impractical. ’ The ref ugee,s insist on the.ir ret,ur.n-$0 their. homeland., 
and the tra’b countries, ,f or ’ so.c;ial ’ ): ac,o,,nomic an& political reasons, 
look f’or&?;a”‘~o the ‘clay when, $1 refugees will ,:return #to the’ir -. 
homes. ” The’ rafuge’es.‘w.ill ~pev,.er. surrender .thei+r! hes9tia~e,:,nor.:..kill 
:., _,i 

they sell their’ sacred’ histor’i-c trust for any,,pric;e ;i 
:. ” 

There is’ O 
‘iinotiing.“in international Law or usage that would permit any 

authority in the world to expel a peaceful nation from its’ own 

country where it had lived for thousands of years in order to be 
1 : 8: . , , 



replaced by sheer force, by a foreign geopl,e, whatever the rmson 
may be,. A!?d what impression can a refugee have of Wemocracy~~ 
when the major Democratic countri.es were responsible for his 
dispersion, .fird what kind of a democracy are we living U&tier, 

when a refugee, only a fey yards away from his home cannot go 
back to it to live a pe&cef& and a free life, the life of the 
vvfivs freledoms” broadcast by’ ‘the President of the @.S,f~i :hot long ,,.,! !; ‘, ngo , $.?d how can t&e refugee ,‘in t&e Camps suffering the pangs 

.-’ ,’ . ...: 
of hunger, cold and “8is:ease’, aftar having lost home’, .property I,‘. >P 

: !. and country, refrain frbm.‘hoping .for a be..ttar .modk ,of life under :’ i :. , ..!. any, .o’ther regime, ,:; ,! ,: ,.. 
.* ,‘I 

5,. Compensation : ’ ., :,,I ,:... I, 
The ‘refugeeS;undorstand the term 

;, 
v~compensati:o’nvr mentloned 

in the United r;Tatidhs deoision!;’ of Dccernber’Ilr,~~~_1.9~ to mean as 
I. 

follows ;’ ‘,;’ :‘ ;*.:./ ‘:; ,_.. ,,ti ,,;..“.-:...:,,::-2. ‘h ,’ ,,,,,,, ., _.: ._,,... .,_.... --.--.- . . . C-1-“. 
(f3) ” Gompensatign’.~ or t’he, l’o’ss ,o,fi r$aqeer $nd 1’0s~ OS income 

( ” .;. from ‘esta,blished industry, trade, ..Qcofession., ‘vocation-. and 
6.1 , ‘, 

‘other busi.ness und.ertnkings that we.qe practiced by :the 
r;irugees in Pal,estine. . 

> a. 

b)’ ’ ” Cx~pen’&tion for loss :and damage to holdings and ,, 
.’ propert&s cause& by aggresebpn]!.,$nd .thr,otigh the. e.&oroed : . ~ j (’ ,‘. ,, absence o’f the. owners, , . . i .f’: . ,,;;* , T (,o’) ,‘, :: 

Compensation does not, apply to,, properties and holdings, 
..I ,. I, a movable’ ‘or immovable , sinoe these hav.e-S,:actual values that /,, 8. I., 8.‘: I 

:’ I)- can by no means be ~included within the: term compensation. 
.,i : ) ‘1.. .: , 

6. Rb,fugees ,,hate Chari&y : . . ‘3 “‘.’ ’ .: 
The refugees ,whose income from their ‘pr&ertles in Palestine 

is about twenty million pounds sterling per year; :.LLo.ok w%th disdain 
upon living, on bharity, Therefore, pend$g the adoption of the 
necessary moa’s&esi for their immedia.te repatriation, they 
o&nestly request the” f&Lowing : ) ,... ‘? 

(a) The imbnediate payment, of the, ,baLances frozen in banks, 
4,’ % 1 and the”acoumulat&d proceeds of thF.$r properties administered 

by the Jewish .Custodian of t~hbsentee xropertyPf, 

‘b) The immediate abrogation of’ discriminate legislation 
enacted by the Jewish Authorit’ios in rospeot of their 

‘, p?operties inasmuch as such legislation is Inpompat.iblo with 
the provision o?‘.the present truce .and the natural rights of 

4 
the pr,operty owners.‘” This is all the more so, since the said 

. Authorities themselves treat those owners as absentees. 



(0,) , if, s iinca@ &fug&. art3 ,absentees, the du-bii%s df the Jewish : 
1) Custodim of “Absentee Property 

.’ 
be terminated &.d replaced l 

.’ by a, committee ,oomposed ,of the ref u&es thoms’el’ves under the 
auspices of the. United Ncltions, ‘_ The proposed “commit tee will 
administar the. prope&es and pay the income therefrom to 
the owners wherever they may be 

‘. , and advise your Commission 

I. 

; 
and ‘any, other competent’ body on ali’matters relating to the _. 
..re fFu,,ge 8 s , 

i 
! /I ‘, 

7. :, .Personal oontaot with your Commission”‘: ,, .; 
The r’efugeos hive become vory tired, of’enmmissi~lls and 

memornnda, Their patience has been exhausted. Three years have 
elapsed and their case has not advanbe&.$&Z s&g~e...‘iota: The 
refugees belicvo: that memoranda have f~.iie,$‘to.,,cd’ntribute towards 

the T,ol,ut$.on. of their problem, ,I We, therefor%; request to have 
a personii”contaot with you in accordance with’th,e United Nations 

deci.sion o;f 14, December 1950) to disouss3jhis ,&portant case 
“+ which aff,+ts the destini,,es’.and fates of: -hti$dreds of thousands , ,‘/- 

of inrioce’& people, 2s weI :are the peopl’embst concerned, we 
believe we should have a decisive say ini ‘the matter,’ and this 

can onby be, done effectively through! pcr,s,on& contact to exchange 
vi’ews’ as to.’ the best~,+mo$n%‘.lto arrive’ at- a’ fair and. just solution, . . ,: . . 
8. Summary : 
Y a 

‘, ,.i. ‘.L1.. . . iv.4 :.:“: ..A Olir cl.aims may’ be summarized as f oliows : ‘.:’ 
!, :’ (a) ::.‘rhe sp:e ,& 

c y return of refugees to the’irfatherland, 
‘* 

” homes and properties, ,,, ,. ,, 
lb) 

. . ._ . ..I Compensation for all’ losses ,&id damages sustained by 

? ._ : ! . ..\. the owners ‘as explained in para. 5. 

; I. : . . ,( p)., .., ,. Th ., .i ‘m . ,,e. r+ ediate .relti’ase of all blocked balances and 
: a~pouQ,$s,“.,:- ,i.;-!,~..:: I ‘I: ‘:~y;:: ‘, . 

.( d ). : : The .::a;b 
: ‘. 

). ” rog&tioh of all ‘iogislativo and administrative .: ., 
measures adopted by ;tho Jewish A’uthdrities against the 

.’ ..; , @,fugees a:nd theirI, properties.,” ’ : :. ‘.. 
. . ‘, (e.)., :I;Shp constitution of:,a dommi,ttee’ to replace the Jewish 

. . 
Custodian ,ps proposed in para ‘6 (c). c ’ 

! , .’ (f‘). ,‘,’ Due to the general’ complaint of the refugees to arrange 

‘l;’ for an investigation into the maohinery and ‘operation 
:, 

;-,. . of UNRifl~ , 

.‘.(g) ,.... & ran emcnts for our contaot with your Commission as ; .I 
explained in. para, 7. 

. ..’ 

. 



9, Conclusion : 

1~; conclusion, the refugees feel that they have been the 
victims of a wrong policy, fsvouritism and aggression, Never in 
history hss such an aggression been inflicted upon a small body 

of people like us by such a large and a responsible group as the 
United Nations, To expel a small and a helpless nation out of 
its homeland and replace it by vfchosen people from all parts of 
the world” has not been heard of even in the dark ages, The 
damage done, moral, social and material is truly great. Consequently, 
we realize that the United Nations will encounter great difficultie% 

in settling this problem as the magnitude of the problem is 

proportionate to the magnitude of the aggression, 

However, there is only one way open to that virorld Orgenization 

to restore peace in the lVii.ddle Xnst, It is by ending favouritism 
and resolving courageously to redress the wrong that has been done 
at any cost, For the United Nations to take this right seep, it 

has to be, not only guided by you, but stimulated to realize what 
amount of human suffering is allowed to continue by their 
indifference and delayed action, They will have to see that the 
Palestine Case is a catastrophe in which humanity itself has 

suffered, Therefore, the task before you, Gentlemen, is difficult, 

but very great. You share the responsibility with the United 
Nations to find an equitable solution, and whatever line you 

take will be recorded in history. It is a unique opportunity 
offered to only three chosen men to say the truth and stand for 
justice rege.rdless of the consequences. 

The refugees, therefore, firmly beiieve that if the United 
Nations will, without fear or favour, deal with the case, with 

all fairness and firmness, our problem will be solved. and justice 

will prevail, 

General Secretary, 

(signed) Dr, Izzat Tannous. 


