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Letter addressed to the Concwlistlon Comm1551on

by the Committee

of Arab Refugee Property Owners in Palestlne

The ”Arab Refugee Property Owners in pPalestine, now refugees
in the Lebanon?Y have the honour to submit the follow1ng for
your klnd and sympathetlc consideration.

First and foremost they wish to place on record the d esire
of all Real Estate Qwners to return to their homes and holdings
in Palestlne. They insist that the decision of the'Assembly of
Unlted Natlons for the return of Arab refugees  to Palestlne must
and should be 1mplemented and at the earllest p0551ble. The
determination shown by the Unlted Nations in the Korean affair
should be equally shown in the 1mnlementatlon of the Resolution
of U.N, for the return of the Arab Refugees. Justice should
be dealt and in equal measure., v

The Jewish Authoritles have pdssed a legislation known
as the "Absentee Property st, 5710 1950" purporting to deal W1th
the Real and Personal property of those Arabs who are now out of
the Jewish Occupled Terrltory. ‘The least that can be said about
this law is that it is a camouflage for a systematlo and well"
planned gcheme for strlpplng the Arab Refugees of their propertles.

The exclu51v1ty of the right of sale to certain Jewish Bodies,
the basis of the pTlCe to be paid, the encumbrancing of the
propertles w1th the costs of admlnlstratlon, clerks, guardlans,'t
64 interest etc.; and the Custodlen L9 fee,all are tended to. drown
the properties with such heavy llebllltles, in addltlon to the-
Government, Nunlolpel and other Rates and Taxes, that there willl
virtually be nothing left over to pay to the owners, when the
time comes for settlement,

Tt 1s therefore our humble but fervent submission that steps
should be taken by you to stop the enforcement or applicatlon of
the said 1aw forthw1th. So long as the state ‘of War continues and -
only a truce prevalls the "Status quo" must and should be maintanﬁd
for all properties of Arab owners who are now refugees outside
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Jew1sh OCCUled Terrltory The terms of the Truce are such
that the Jewish Authorities camnot and should not benefit from
its occupation of Arab Lands and Properties. Only when final
peace ie'feached can the "Status Quo" be varied by joint
agreement of the respective interested parties or by the terms
of the peace, : y

On the” §tHer hand thls piece of 1eglelat10n is a direct
violation of the Human nghts whlch the Unlted Nations have
undertaken €5 malntaln, uphold and defend We call upon you,
Gentlemcn, as delegated of the United Nations, to take measures
to see that the rlghts of Arab Refugees in their Real and
Personal estates are not endangered and that the said legislation
which tends to desp01l the Refugees of their holdlngs under the
) gulse of the Law, should not be enforced.
| ~ The. Arab Refugees now live in the hopes of going back home
“rcoccupylng their properties and holdings and being adequately
compcnsnted for thelr damages.. Once these hopes are shattered they
" w111 hqve nothlng else to liwve for and will eventually be driven
f to embrace and follow political ideas that-are adverse to the
“f{pr;nCLples_of the Democracies, and thus become a dangerous element

- all over the Middle East. Indeed, a movement towards that end
has started and Communist Agents are busy mobilising refugees
to Lheir bea chlngs. Thls is therefore an S,0.S. to you,
Gentlemen to serve justice to the refugees and thus help in the
frustration of those dverse teachlngs. ST

Furthermore, it is ant1c1pated that ‘there w1ll posolbly be
a numben of refugees who may cloese not to go back to their
| homes in Palestine .Such refugees should therefore be adequately
compensated for thelr Real Estates, .

When speaklnq of compensation one must realise that it is
‘not only the. velue of the property that counts. There are the
| dlsplaCLment, resettlement and rehabilitation costs, the loss
of income from establlshed trades, professions, vocations;
1ndustry, ete., thatumnsp be accounted for and taken into
consideration, | ‘

In. asse881ng the value of Real Estates an: opportunity should
and must be glven to each individual refugee to put his claim
before SpecLal Trlbunels or Clalms Commissions to'be set up for
the purpose and to lead. ev1dence, freely, as to the true' amount
of oompensatlon thﬂt is due to him. - ' '
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In other words, the assessment and settlement of compensation
ought to be personal and not collective. Rumours say that an
attempt‘i‘“beinﬁ made to pay compensation through some Governments
OrJAgencies for distribution to the Refugees. Under no condition

| ‘wiil this be‘abceptgd by the Refugees. If this attempt was to
‘mointein it would be tantamount to allowing the Jews fix their
“bwp asséssment_thus'depriving the individusl from rebutting or

disproving that assessment. It is tantamount to a systematic
looting of our properties for nexﬁ to nothing. No, Gentlemen, this
is ncither just-or,eQﬁiﬁable‘ Refugees should be given the
opportunity of each proving his claim before Special Tribunals or
Claims Commissions, similar to.the procedure followed by the
Palestine Government during the Second World War in Palestine,

. Towards this end we humbly suggest that such Tribunals or’
Claims commissions should each be set'up and composed of neutral
members, Each claimant;will have the right of audience to prove
his claims. - | | o

The basis of compcnsation should be in accordance with the
attached table, 'It is cohceded that in exceptional cases the
values indicated may not be adequate. A Table like this cannot
be all-embracing. This Table hasg been established after a minute
and carefully‘ﬁonsideredvstudy of & group of licensed valuers
recognised by the Ex-Mandatory Government of Palestine. Conéequen-
tly these prices are considered moderate and quite f2ir to form
a basis for the payment of compeﬁsation to Arab Property Owners
who may chose not to go back to Palestine, The basis arbitrdrily
set down by the Jews in the aforementioned "Absentees! Property
Law, 5710 - 1950" is obvicusly rejected by the Arab Property
Owners as it is absurd and very far from the real and true values.
The object of the Urban Property Assessment was for taxation
purposes only and nothing else. It must be borne in mind that
the Rent Restriction Ordinances were still in operation in 1947/18.
Those Ordinances generally prohibited the increase of rents and
therefore rents paid for properties that fell under the scope
of those Ordinances were far lower than the prevailing rents of
properties not covered by those Ordinances. Hence it is most
absurd to take the Tax valuation of those fettered rents as a basis
for compensation,
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If a Sub-Committee is appointed for the study of the values
shown in the attached Table, it will be revealed to them that
the said values are relatively Lower than the current values of
. Properties situated in the Arab countries, in which the Arab
Refugee PrOperty Owners, who may chose not to return to Palestine,
are supposed or intend to settle. ‘hese VulUCS will hardly enable
the Arab Refugee Propertv Owners to buy propertles, similar to
thoseleft in Palestine,

The Arab Refugee Property Owners urge that payment of
compensation should be effected 1nd1v1dually and only through
the Agency of the Tribunals or Clq1ms Gommissions to be set up
under the negls of the United Nations for the assessment and
,”payment of compensation as aforesaid. - They strongly and definit-
" ely oppose. and refuse any payment other than to each refugee
blnn1v1dually.-
| It is 51ncerely and earnestly hoped that justice will, at
long last, be dealt out to the Arab Refugees by acceeding to their
requests made in this: mbmorandum to you,

(signed) Tzzat Taﬁnbus
for Committee 6f,

Arab Refugee Property Owners
in Palestine.



.ouggested price bdsisffor'compensation
of Refugee Property Owners who do not
“wish to return home to Palegtine,

1. In Cities : ‘ |
-+ A - Lands for building purposes within Jaffa, Tel-Aviv,
Jerusalem and Haifa (including Carmel) Town-Plarming
‘Areas, | L SR :
Minimum Five Pounds Sterling per square meter.
Maximum One Hundred Pounds Sterling per square meter
according to the situation of the land. '

B ~ Buildings erected on lands situated within the said
' , Municipal Areas : ~ - |
- Minimum Ten Pounds Sterling per meter square and
: ' per floor. ... , ;
Maximum Twenty Five Pounds Sterling. per meter square
and per floor in addition to the value of the
. land under 1 A above.- -~

2. In Towns _
A - Lands for purposes within the Town Planning Areas of
small towns such as Ramléh, Lydda, Rehovoth, Acre, Petah,
Tiberias. : e
- Minimum Three Pounds Sterling per Square Meter
Maximum Thirty " - oo "
according to the situation of the land,
B - Buildings erected on lands situated within the said
Municipal or Town Areas :-
Minimum Ten Pounds Sterling per meter square and per -

floor. :
Maximum Twenty Five Pounds Sterling per square meter
and per floor in addition to the value of the

land dhder 2 A hbove.

3.  Jewish Settlements | , , ,
Lands for building purposes within the Jewish Settlement: -

Minimum Five Hundred pounds Sterling per dunum of 10002m.,
1" 8]

Maximum Two thousand " , ; o
according to the situation of the land.

Lo Arab Viilages

A - Lands for building purposes within the villages : -

Minimum Two Hundred PFounds Sterling per dunum of 10002m.
1"

Maximum TFive Hyndred " " 1
according to the situation of the land.
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6.

B - Building erected on lands within the Areas of the

Minimun

Mascimum

Plains

A -

Arab villages | -

Three Pounds Sterllng per square meter
.and per floor.
‘Ten Pounds Sterling per square meter and
per floor in dddition to the value of the
land under 4 A above.

Lands planted with olive treos orangemtréeSWEnd
_othcr fruit trees : -

Maximum

Three Hundred Pounds Sterllng per dunum
of 1000 square meters.

Five Hundred Pounds Sterllng per dunum of
lOOO square meters,

“Lands used for other gricultural purposes -

" Minimum Seventy Five Pounds Sterling per dunum
- 0of 1000 ‘square meters.
o Maximum | One Hundred and Fifty Pounds Sterllng per
‘ dunum of lOOO square meters.
Hilly Country | -
A - Lands planted with trees i~
Minimum Fifty Pounds Sterling per dunum of 1000
square meters.
- Maximum One Hundrod Pounds Sterling’ per dunum of
e 1000 ‘square meters. )
B ~ Lands uscd for other aprlcultural purposes ;-

Minimum Twenty Five Pounds Sterllnq per dunum of
. 1000 square meters.
- Maximum  Fifty Pounds St,rllng per dunum of 1000

square meters.

v ————— -



