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Memorandum dated July 1951
received from the Secretary
of the General Refugee Congress, Ramallah

Deer-SirJ '

We refer to our 1nterv1ew wa.th you on Frlday afLernoon
the 6th of July, 1951, at which we discussed various matters
relating to the return of Arab refugees to their homes and
their compensation for losses sustained as a résult of the .
occupation of Palestine by ‘the Jews, and, as requested we
have the honour to submit to you, hereunder, our v1ews and
proposals for .the settlemont of the Palestlne refugee problem.

2 Tt .is clear from the conversation we,had:w1th you that -
your terms of reference.are still‘subject to the United Nations
Regolutions concerning Palestirne, taken in November, 1947,
regarding the partition of the country between Arabs end Jews,
and that 'of December, 1950 regardlng the return. of refugees
and- their compensation. Our preuent views and proposals are,
therefore, submitted in conformlty with these Resolutions, and
‘we should like to point out that the general attltude of
refugees regardlng the Palestlne problem remains the same as
expressed to the Palestine Conciliation Commission in our. ’
memorandum dated 2nd September, 1950. -

3. We need. hardly stress the neoess1ty for 1mmed1ate action;

you have by now seen for yourself the plight of the Arab refugees
and the conditions under which thev exist in the nelghbourlng Arab
,yoountrles “which, after over three years of dlsper31on have now
Kbccome 1ntolerable.f And yet bCCduse of UNRWAkelp, it is believed
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in United Nations circles that the refugees can continue to remain
in their present state indefinitely. ThlS state of affalrs cannot,
in our opinion, be allowed to continue any longer, more especially
“since UNRWA help does not reach all classes of refugees., We should
like to draw your attention to another class of the refugees who
receive no help from the UNRWA' who have lost all their belongings
~and means of livelihood; and who cannot yet take it upon themselves
to extend their hand to obtain relief from the United Nations, .
This class of refugee is what previously eomprised the cream of the
Palestine people. They may be few in number compared to the bulk
of the Palestine Arabs but they oertalhly formed the intelligentsia
- of the country. Their situation, which is unknown to the Unlted
Nations, has now become pathetic, and the conditions under which
they exist, at a time when they possess so much property in
Palestine which is now being exploited by total strangers w1thout
any justification, make it an unforglvable ‘erime for any
institution to allow such a etate of affairs to continue.

e It w1ll be observed that the second Resolution of the Unlted
Nations was taken as far ‘back .as last December, and although sevenf
months hdve already past no. effective action has been taken to
implement that dec151on and arrange for the return of :the refugees v
to their homes, or at least to arrange, in the 1nterval to give '
them the incomes derived from their property in Palestlne to which
they are legally and justly entitled, to enable them to malntaln
themselvee and their families pending the settlement of their
future. TYour belated arrival in the oountry is to be deprecated, ‘
and we feel with you personally that with. the time at your disposal,
it is physically impossible for you to understand our problems inh
detail and to be able to submit conerete suggestions to the United
Nations to allev1ate the sufferings of the hundreds of thousands

of refugees and at the same tlme provide an equltable and just
solutlon to our problem.

5. We fall “however,’ to und erstand why it is necessary for the
Palestlne case to be referred again to the General Assembly of

the Unlted Nations at its session in October next, since there is:
a definite Reésolution which, for reasons beyond our comprehension,
is not being implemented. We can only gather, from what we observe
going on around us, that it is a laid down policy of the United
Nations to dilly-dally with our problem until "Time" solves it.
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6}v‘ It 1s no:.secret to say that the Arabs in general, and the
Palestlne Arabs in partlcular have lost all faith in the United
Nations as such, but we still believe that there exist some
individuals connected with it who still stand up for the principles
for which that world Organlzatlon was created. The Jews are world
‘powerful their financial resources are beyond our means; and their
methods of propaganda are world-wide and strong, but, notwithstanding,
we belleve, with the aid of the lovers of peace and justice, we can
still pull down that formidable force of destructlon and plundering
to which we have become a prey. Vk refugees, who find ourselves
like one tossed about in an angry- sea, appeal to your sense of
‘Justlce to do all in your power with the Unlted .Nations to convince
them in the name of humanlty to uphold: the prxnc1ples for which
that Organization stands and to take flrm actlon as it did in
Korea, to stop Tfurther aggression and exploltatlon of our rights by
“the Jews in & manner whlch is unprecedented 1n Hlstory

7. Our demands are, therefore to say the least tHat the

- decisions of the United Natlons shOuld be 1mplemented without

- further delayu® ‘These demands may be summarized as ‘follows :-

(a) The partition of Palestine in accordance with the
United Nations Resolution of November, 1947

(b)  Refugees should be allowed to return to their homes;

(c) Gompensatlon of those refugees who do not w1sh to
retiird to Palestlne ‘and ‘

(d) - Compensation of refugees for losses: sustained as a
result of Jewish occupation of the country.

' o . . . L

8. With regard to u:~~f , ST AR
(a)  Partition of Palestlne.f SRR ‘ ;
The effect of the United Natlons Resolution was that
Palestine, whlch comprlsed an area of over 27 million dunums,
should be d1v1ded in terms of duhums roughly as follows 1=

‘Arab State ;....f.. 11,594,000 dunums;
‘Jewish State ....... 15,260,000 dunums ;
CJEFUSALem vueve .. ‘. 170,000 dunums.

(Note:=~ One dunum equals 1000 square metres, ‘and
1000 dunums equal’ one square kilometre).

In deflance of this Resolutlon “the Jews have occupled
territory beyond the area allotted to them, and, in consequence
of the Armistice Agreements to which the Paléstine Arabs were

-.not a party, came.into poseession of an area of 20.9 million
dunums, whilst the area remaining to the Arabs dwindled down to
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only 6.1 million dunume 'incLuding'the Gaza area now held
by Egypt. - S : '

The meanlng of the word "Armletlce" in the Dictionary is
given to be ”A SHORT SUSPENSTION' OF HOSTILTTIES“ - It appears
that both the Unlted Nations and the Jews have given a dlfferent
meaning to- “the Armlstlce Agreements signed in regard to
Palestine 'to be- ”A.PERJANWNT CESSATION OF RIGHTS OF ONE PARTY
TO THE. OTHER". - z

It was belleved when the Armistice Agreements were 51gned
that nothing would be done to prejudice Arab rights, whether
~general or individual, in the area allotted to the Arab State
but temporarily occupied by Israel under.the terms of these
Agreements,lqut instead we find that the Jews have obliterated
the identity of.most = Arab villages, if not . all, and have '

- constructed new. Settlements on lands which are neither theirs

" "by ownership.nor by allotment under the United Nations | o
*‘Resolutlon.’ And all this is g01ng on with the full knowledge - .
of the United Nations, if not also with their blessings. ‘

' We therefore demand in the name of the. pr1n01ples for
whlch the Unlted Natlons was created that the Jews .should be,é;
prevented forthw1th from further colonizing the area outside ﬂ;d
the limits of the area allotted the Jewish Stato as ‘any such
further colonizatlon can only add to compllcate the Palestlne
problem and make its solutlon more dlfflcultt | ' o

We further demand that steps be taken 1mmed1ately to allow
‘those refugees who prev1ou81y reSLded w1th1n the terrltory
allotted to the Arab State to return to thelr homes, in '_
compllance with the Resolution of the Unlted Natlons dated

December, 1950.

3?(5) Return of Refugees to thelr homes . :
L Theé questlon which is always on the leS of the refugee is
V"Why does not the Unlted Nations 1mplement 1ts de0151on w1th the
same ‘speed that it did in Korea", This questlon hardly needs an
answer, ‘but is 1t in the interests of the Unlted Nations to deal
out justice by two measures?: And is their actlon 1n conformlty

Co ¢
FUEA :

““ﬂ‘wath their prlnclples and allow "mlght to over- rlde right' ?

We are aware that the Jews do not w1sh to allow the return

woof the refugees to’ thelr homts and w1ll contlnue to oppose and
. obstruct any such’ return. At the same tlme-there may be

~difficulties in allow1ng the general return of refugees at one

‘1 bime’ when 1mm1gratlon of Jews into Palestlne is taklng place on a

scalé’ w1thout conelderatlon to absorptlve capa01ty, accomodatlon,‘ o
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p employment, etc. for these new immigrants. Is it fair or
"legsl for total strangers to be allowed in and made to reside
in property of individuals who have full right to the country

and yet are kept out of it? And is this forced occupation of
property with all benefits accruing therefrom to be allowed to
pass to the aggressors while the United Nations looks on?

| e demand that the United Nations, in conformity with its

’“pResolutlon of December, 1950, should compel the Jews to accept,

as a’firet step, the return of a proportion of the refugees
from the area allotted to the Jew1sh State, and that this

proportlon should be those persons and their famllles who' ,
possess property within that area up to a certaln value, and
that these persons should be handed back their propertles and,
allowed to administer them similar to. other r651dents of

'Israel C |

We also demand that, pending tbe~return of all refugees to
thelr homes, that the United Nations. should appoint &an
'4dmin1strator to admlnlster the propertles of absentees pending
'thelr return .instead of, as’ 1t present the Jewish Custodian;
that thebe properties should be leased at ex1stlng market '
values, and that any incomes derlved therefrom should be paid
'through the agency of the Unlted Nations to the’ owners many of
whom are already flnanolally embarrassed while others are on the
verge of total collapse. '

(c) Compensatlon of those who do not. w1sh £0 return.b

| To flnd out what refugees do.not wish to return 0o

Palestlne 1t Will be nécessary to carry out 1nvest1gatlon,‘
to show :: : o

(1) the number of such persons,

(ii) what propertles they possess..in Palestlne'

A(iii) what losses they hﬂve 1ncurred in movable and
‘._; . 1mmovable property, : ’

(iv) the. value of theso . ; .

A memorandum, written by Mr. Saml Hadawi; M.B.E., Land
Expert suggesting the carrylng out of an investigation into
Arab property-in Palestine and losses sustalned as a result of -
Jewish oocupatlon of the oountry,;was submitted by our Arab
‘Refugee Congress to the Palestlne Concmllatlon Commission as
- far back as February, 1950, and although all those represent=-
ativesof the Unlted Nations Wlth whom we got in. touch admitted
-the nece581ty and 1mportance of carrylng out such an- investigation,
nothlng has 80 far been done. As has already been stated above,
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the Jews have done everythlng £o make Arab property lose

its identity and to hamper such 1nveet1getlon and therefore
continusd delay can only result in 1ncreased losses to the

. Arebs, and it will become more dlfflcult as time. goeSJOn

to say with any degree of accuracy what was the nature of the

’ J-holdlng at the time of its ocoupatlon by the Jews .

_ A further memorandum by Mr. Sami Hadawi, dated 18th October,
) ‘1950 contalnlng proposals for the metliod of valuation of
'.:1mmovable property and the procedure to be followed in the

| 1nvest1gatlon ‘was presented to the Palestlne Oon0111atlon
‘COMMlSS on,' Wlth these proposals we are in complete agreement.
o We learnt durlng the course of our interview w1th you,
i'theo Mr. J. M. Berncastle has been delegated to carry out a
""globel” assessment of Arab property in the whole area occupied
by the Jews We belleve that such an assessment OWlng to the
llmJted time at his dlsposal can only be very epprox1mate and
might reflect adversely on the value and lnterests of the
Arabs. We maintain that the method and principles proposed

in Mra Hedaw1's memorandum are the only means to obtaln an
accurate of Areb property in Palestlne and its value.

We further learnt that if an 1nvestlgatlon is at all
cerrled out, that it is proposed to be performed under the
auspnces of the UNRWA We do not conelder that that Agency
| 1e capable of undertaklng thls duty satlsfactorlly, as the
1nvest1gation requlres the employment of specially selected _
staff with' knowledge of land tenure and valuatlon.» we regret
to say that the svstem of admlnlstration followed 1n the UNRWA
leaves much to be- de51red and we urge that this investigation
should be conducted under the control of the Palestine
Conc1llatlon Commission.

~We therefore demand ‘-

(i)  that our Congress should be given the _opportunity
4of studylng the method ‘and pr1n01ples that are being
'followed by M, Berncastle 1n his "global” assessment of
Arab property; ' ,

o (11) that any "global"'veluatlon made should be divided to
lk,show separately the extent and value of property within i~
" (1) the JerSh State area as dec1ded upon under

| j bifjiﬂthe Partltlon Scheme, o R
K ﬁ’pfz}f?that pert of the Arab State area ‘now under

":'dfp?Jew1sh control, and ' '
- (3) Arab property within that part of Jerusalem which
o Lis now occupled by sthe Jews. o
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(d4d) thé%*e-speCial organization, as proposed in
‘paragraph 17 of Mr. Hadawi's memorandum dated 18th Ostober,
1950, “should be set up at once to carry out the
1nmest1gatlon 1nto Arab property in Palestlne, that this
organlzatlon should not be oonnected in any way with UNRWA;
and “that speclelly selected qualified personel should be
-employed for the.purpose; , .
‘(iy);;that'thé{investigation should cover the immovable
B preperty of all'abeeﬁtees and should be carried out in
. such a way as to enable :- a '
| (1) the return, in due course, of refugees from the
area allotted to the Arab State, to their
L homes;
. {2) the return of refugees to the area allotted to
 the Jewish State and the payment of the value of
property of refugees who do not wish to return;
(3)  the return of refugees from the occupied part of
Jerusalem to their homes.

(d) - Compensation for losses sustained.
The types of losses sustained by the Arabs as a result
of Jewish occupation of Palestine, may be tabulated under the

following headings !-

(1) Contents of household effects;

(ii) Contents of business premises and shops, such as
merchandise, office furniture, machinery, etc.;

(1iii) Livestock and agricultural implements;

(iv) Agricultural produce, such as citrus and other

| fruits, grain, vegetables, etc.;

(v) Rents from immovable property, and

(vi) Losses incurred as a result of destruction or damage
to immovable property.

The estimation of such losses is far more difficult than
that of immovable property, and it is suggested that an expert
in such matters should be appointed to assess such losses under
the heading shown above and that such investigation should be
conducted independent of the investigation into immovable
property.

9. We dTEW’VOUT 1ttentlon during the course of our meeting,
to the question of Arab frozen credits in Banks in Israel., We
should like to point out that these credits belong to the class
of refugee who is‘not‘being,cared for by UNRWA. Tt is adding



injury to 1nJustlce to contlnue to allow the Jews to keep free21ng
these credits, This claes of refugee is being prevented to enjoy the
“income from his property, surely he should at 1east be allowed to
maintain hlmself and fam11y decently.,

We therefore demand that the Unlted Natlons should issue
instructions at once to the Jews to release these credits and that
lpayment should be made to the Credltors in, either sterling or dollars.
‘lO You asked us to furnish you w1th land values in the East Bank
of the Jordan. An enquiry is- being made into this subject and we
:hope to supply you with the 1nformatlon requlred within the next
few daysg

S/ hziz Ehehadeh
. .Secretary
General Refugee Congress.
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