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The Delegation of, the Arab Higher’ Committee fqr ,PalestSne 
dewike~ to’submit the following to Your Excellency~. 

The Arabs of Palestine are the ‘true owners of the country, 
and constitute the great majority of its legal inhabi.tant,s. Her-ice 

they are the party most interested and concerned in the problem 
of Palestine, and as such should enjoy the right of having the 

first say in all discussions concerniw;their future and that of 
their country;‘~, .- . 

The Arab Higher Committee for. Palestine is the institution 

that represents the Arabs. It has been so recognized by the Ar,abs 

of Palestine 9 the Arab States, the defurlct Palestine (Matidatory) 

Government, and the British Government in London. This Committee 

was always invited to represent Palestine in all the conferences 
and ckkxxsions relative $0 the Palestine problem. 

The United flations themselve,s, upholding this right of& the 

Arabs, recognized the representative character of the Arab Higher . 
Committee,’ and accepted its delegations to speak in the name of 
the Palestine Arabs before the’FZrst Committee of the General 

Assembly and the Security Council, in all the sessions discussing 
the Palestine problem, including the session, in which the 

Palestine Conciliation Commission was formed. 
As soon as the Palestine Conciliation Commission commenced 

to function, the Arab Higher Committee requested that it be 

invited by the said Commission to participate in’ all discussions 
of the Palestine problem, and particularly in those discussions 

with. the Arab Sta,tas, dratiing the attention of the Conciliation 

Commission TV, :its character and special position. 
It is to be regretted, however, that the Palestine Con- 

ciliation Commission, ,in .spite of the repeated requests of the 
Arab ,Highor Committee, ‘disregarded that demand, ignored the 

oharacter and position of the Arab Higher-Committee, and invited 

/it to appear 
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it to appear before tie Commission on the same basis on which 
non-official bodies were ipvited. 

The invitation of the Arab Higher Committee in this manner, 
places the Arabs of Pa3estine in an ordinary secondary position 
ius the discussion of their country8s problem; obliterates the 
official Palestinian Arab point of view; deprives the.owners of 
the country of their naj;urai rightto be regarded as the main 
interested party in the Palestinian problem,-and presents the 
Palestine Arabs as a disunite,d people with divided opinions: 

In view of the above, the Delegation of the Arab Higher 
Committee feels unable to accept the invitation of the. Palestine 
Conciliation Commission in the manner it was extended, or enter 
into any discussions with the Palestine Conciliation Commission 
on that basis. The Delegation, thus considers the investigations 
and discussions of the Palestine Conciliation Commission to be 
incomple$e, and to some extent biased, and reserves to the Arab 
Higher Committee whom the delegation represents, the right to 
present fully the Palestinian Arab real and officialkpoint of 
view, free of all elements of pressure, direction, and influence, 
to the United Nations themselves in their forthcoming meeting, 
and to question and discuss before them the reports and the 
recommendations of the Palestine Conciliation Commission: 

We beg to attach hereto a statement prepared by the Arab 
Higher Committee 'covering the Palestinian Arab point of view 
regarding the affairs of their country and its problem: 

Yours respectfully, 
FOR THE DELRGATION OF THE ARAB HIGHER 

COMMITTEE FOR PALESTINE 

,’ 

. . 



THE PALBSTINE PROBLEM --1 

A STATEMENT SUBMITTED BY -._UL_- 
. . 

On ‘the 29th of November S9479 the Cene??,al. Assembly of 
the United Nations passed,, a resolution reecmmc$ing’ the parfi- 

tioning of Pal.estipe,?’ and $tie establishment of”‘a, :ie’$sh, St?te 

therein.’ That res~olution disappointed the .Ak,a:b+s 7 ,a%k! destroyed 

the hope and faith which the’y, had put in the’ United, Nations. * 
‘They skb that the, recommendat%ans to partition Paiestfne was 

cq$rgry to’ the aims, principles, and spirit of the United 
Nftions charte?, and their reaction was one of deep concern 

a@ qxiety, They therefore rejected the resolution, and 

d&lared their refusal to be bound ‘by it, or by anythlng de-; ,, ‘.<y < (, 
Avtng thkr&r~~. .y. I The said resolution not only failed to re- ,, 

. ..I. ‘1 3’ 
spect Arab demands,,, but was in complete vialatiom ,of the spirit 

of the charter9 contrary to the principle of self-determination, 

and’: embod’ied’ the sletients of a’ggression and injustice e For the 

‘Arab&cf~~~&lestihe are the real owkers ‘r.2 the country, and they 

compo’se%y far tne greatest mijority 9f its”lawfu1 inhabitants o 
., . . . ‘, I I 

They ,?,ad time and again repeatedly proclaimerd t)leir unanimous 
ies$re’ ’ to, have their coWtry remain u+,ted ~d,t~~~~~,:~,.~~,d~d grid ta . 
enjoy %heir right t’o freedom and, lndependenoo I .: ,‘/ .&rid ihere lies 

the naturai right. of’ khe Arabs) 1’ : .‘* a rfgh’c which’ has. been ~ecog~, , .‘$ * 8 ’ 
niied in’. ali i~~e$ational,, charters 9 1 ine’luding the principie‘ . . ! I 
.of self~determJ.~at~on!, andvhidh hai, alsoJ$& guarantee?, in ‘1 

U+t+’ ti,iio+ ,,F~+? : ’ I.” :,“’ 1 
_ 1. I ,! .‘. ;:, 1 ,t., 

th: 
1. 

, _: ,, ,, ;?; , (:. ,, ; , : 
i ‘., . . : : : ,J: I - I I ., : , 1 I :.,. ; , . 

’ ‘?i T& .+rolp :h+!, .a:: $I& :&xl pgsitl.ye JslJreK that;.:,$hq :partLi 

tion of.. Pal@s,‘Qe qou$d sSY)ongly: endagger; thsir*:national, ..polit& 
cal, socJ;a3;,.:and,,ecopomlt!:,~~ife.,. and,,tha$ the es,$ablishment of a 
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Jewish State ill;i Palestine could only be realized by the dei 

struction df the existence of the Arabs, The events that . . . I.. ,. 
followed on the .- heels of the :announcement of the partition 

scheme, proved that’ Arab fears were weZi founded.’ For no 
sooner had. the Jews become confident of the support and aid 

of the I&stern ‘Great Powers 7 than they resorted> to terrorism 

in ‘or&& to- ‘reb%i~e .tho partition scheme, They attacked .the. 

Arab ‘$kple’ ‘QiCh the force ‘of arms 7 occupied many pa rts of ’ 

Paiestine-, uprooted their &rab inhabitants, .and threw them 

uut df’ their ‘iands arid homes; after killing many of them and 

robbing their wealth;; They confiscated Arab property; ‘they 

blew up complete’3iy several Arab villages; they trampled on 

Moslem and Christian religious places, and robbed them of their 
ornaments <and . val&pZes O They reverted places af worship into 
p$ad,es. of :dancPngF drinking and vulgarity, They (destroyed a 
few masques. and churches; and even their aggressive hand? reached 

the, Ho1y ‘Aqsa Mosque and the Sacred Church of ‘the Holy SopuLchre, 
and. the religi.ous..and historical sites in the city of Jerusalem, 
and, deliberately made them targets #of their mortar fire and fly- 
ing mines ) thus caua,ing..in them great damage, and k$.l$ing. s,om~ ., + 
of their custodhans and venerated servants, IIn general the,,Jews 
com~:?b ” ag+i.nst,..the ‘peaceful inhabitants crimes which have no (Ye 

equal in history, as is well manifested in the barbarianipm, shown 

in. the incidents ‘qf the peaceful villages of Deir Yasin, N~?ey, . 
e&dine, ,.Aylopt, Tireh, Dawaymieh, and others 9 . : .’ .; 

* I ,. No sdbizbt the Bews would not have .ventured ,to do.aLl:,what 

‘they had done, were it not for the moral, and, actual $upport ex- 

tended to them’by some’of the Western Powers, who: are members in 

the ‘United : Nations. and’ the Security Council;. Everyone recalls. 

how some .,of those powers ,.hastened to rgcognize the Government aI? 
Israel, :aad the ,status quo resulting from the /use of force and :. 
vi.olenc,e e I Those ,states permitted the pouring from their cou.n- 

tries of money, .:men,, and arms to the Jews of Palestine,, .an,d some 3 3 
of these, states sent aeroplanes and varI.ou:s kinds. of ar,ms .and, ‘ii. 1 
ammunitions.~to,.tho.. Jewish military force ,,i+ PaI$.estZne ,, ,,Ln ,a 
sense the United Nations itself helped :the ‘ie~@ im&&ei$,,. by.,. *’ .” I.. 
standing impotentI.. in th,e face of repeated Jewish contravention3 

: io the o@ers’ of the‘ Sedurity Co&tcil’, And’&e’sinCer&~y believe 
that had the:‘&abs’taken a course’ similar’& thdt’t&e’n’.by’t’he ? ;! : ‘; ‘. ’ . I, ’ ., : ,. , ” : 
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J@WS-b .vi,th breS,p@Ct to the orders of the Security Council, the Jews 

., Would not have been able to m3ke the. gains, which they were able to 
mal$Y3: :‘I 

,’ .EYfX, SinC+ the rosolutlon to. partxtion Palestine ~8.s. taken, 
the:,A,rebs heve been appealing to world conscience to the Unj.ted 

. . i .t Nations askfng;for justice and fair, deal, And thus ,when the Genera5 

Assembly decided to set up the Palest$ne Concfliatiop Commission, 
the Arabs saw in that deciT,ion a new opportunity in v&CR they may 

I. 
bo able to d,e;end their right;. ;, They are therefore eager that the 
said concll&,tian Commiss,ion would’ mali’ze &he urgency of finning , 

. ‘. and ‘recommending a just”plan which would remove the injustice I I. .b,, 
: ,~c3./f’d~,ing ‘the, ,Arabs . ’ such’ a ‘p’lan ‘cenno‘t i. in our belief, be based - .I 8 

‘lqu”c on the nuI$&.cation of .‘. : . thej Paltit.j+n Scheme, the reversion 

of, Pa&e,stino into its ‘unity, and ‘guaranteeing its freedom and In- 
.’ 

dependence 9 in’ accgrdanhe with the principDs of true democracy, 

&d 
,. 

the psin’c%ples ‘of the Unite’d Nations. O&y such n plan could 

be compatible with ju!ti.de’, ,&r&i would be one ‘of the main safe- ./ , 
guards agjinst poss’ibilities’of extreme gravity afpecting the , 
peace of’ Palestine’ ‘&d the countries of the Ediddxe East, at present I 
arid in fu’tuke, 

;.. L., . 
:’ I , ‘. .‘. .. ; . II, , . 

IT. 

The foremost catastrophe resulting from the partition 

, scheme ,and from Jewish ,terrqrism, has been the problem of refugees. 

This ,,problem has become 50 acute that its solution should not be ,., ,‘_ . 
~ > ” a&Lowed ‘to be ‘do’iayed an,y further + Any deiay woul’d, be a sad re- 

’ ’ ” flecticn & himin’ conscience and, the principles of honour tirtd 
I .:‘; ‘a ,I./ , . 

hogan, lyo.th,e~~hp dd g 
.* 

: , # . . ;:. 

,~t i,s of benefit to refe.r,:here, to the fa,ct that the United 

Nationg,.Mediator;I,did,:not fai$ to. s,ee the acuteness of the refugee 
problem, B~thougg.:~his.. re~ommondatioqs were, iq whole,. unfavo.urable 

..’ to ,the .Arabs,, ,yet he: dealt wtth,:the, refugee problem in .a Special 

..‘: stegtion (k/648) ,9 ,,,pf ,.his report q .,: <In. this section the, Meg,iator de- 

I scr$bcd.,,the e,pitifq&. @aFf;: of poverty7 iIQ.+ealth, and maIL?utrition , 
,,,,vhich. .$a prcya%ent ,,,smong. the r+fugees * l& yarned .the yorld that it (. 
must choose.,@ $h~$e rerugoe,s either , “existence or extinctness”. ,. 
Even since this-Yw?rping $@ch, came, on $ept;amber @th! 1948; the 
problem of the, Tefugees. has be?? .gro~.ing mo~,e pi?ifUl and serious 

aZ1: the ;time,, +$i wlyut, r@tiplios,‘~he suffering .,af the refugees : ,j 1 ., 
,,, $S fox,: th?em tQ i se9 ,.npd. .hmr or the&r > to)ms 9, m)$~~IlWFs 9 “nt their ., .” . 

homes 9 ‘king occ;upied by Jewish immigrants: ,.( ; i .,,, ‘,:.. : :; j 
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It ,is a most simple and just right for the ‘refugees & be 
permitted to return immediately to their homes and their o0untrY; 

and nothing should stand in Itheir WaY i The whole world has been 

unanimous in its support.for the return of the refugees to their 

home s 9 and even those countrr:fe~s which have frankly ‘pro;Jewish 

tendencies 9 have bee,n unable :to deny :tb the refugees their natural 

right of going back home. 

.The Arabs b&iie& that the United Nations o~gEUl~z~tiOn ,. 

whi’ch is the author 0% ‘the “partition plan; ],$S responsible fOzl the 

catastrophe that has ‘bef;illen th,e Palestinien refugees .,, AS such ..‘. :’ 
it is the duty cjf the United’ Nations to remove the in$uS’cice done .’ : : 
to the Arabs, We "submit th&'r; by ‘removing the cause of the problem 

bf the &fug&es, the Unitei’ Nations itrill have. ,“substantial.ly solved I ‘,,Y . 0 
their serious proble’m, . and the only and ,sure way to. solve the 

problems and remove its ’ causes 9 is to porm$t the return of the 

refugees to their homes $The’re they’ should be guaranteed to live 

freely in peace and in prosperity, On the+r return, they must 
immediately be gi+Bn ‘back all their properties, whether movable 
or immovable g and for such damage or loss as may have resulted 

from Jewish terrorism and violence adequate indemnity must be 
paid to them. .‘. ,, ., 

:I ,111 
. . 

As for the Jerusalem District, .it must remain Arab, a,~ ,,it 

always was in the past, The great majority of ‘its lawful: .i.nL. 

habitants have always been Arab, and its lands are e&most t$ally 

owned by Arabs ti Jerusalem town itself, has always been’ the. .’ 

capital of Palestine,. and a symbol of its unity and history, 
Iri it are to be found the holiest of till. Chur’ches, ,Mosques and’ 
sites, It iS a historical fact that’ these holy pla&s have 
never found better guardian than the Arab who prides himself’ 

as their custodian for centuries, Therefore the opinion favbur3ng 
the interna%ional$.zation. of Jerusalem is g'rounclless~, and cdn“‘mean 

nothing but the, realization of neG polit’ical and imperiaki.stik 
aims and factors in an ar’ea’whish ‘should be farthest away from 
them, Furthermore 9 Arab experi6nce of Jewish disrespect and 
neglect of United Nations orders, and’ in the failure of the 
United .Nations and Security Council,to force“the. Jews to a&i.tje 

by those orders 9 proves that the internationalizat’ion of’ the 
Jerusalem district cannot be ‘a ‘sare guarantee ’ for the protection 

of the Holy places. 



And it is another 
the Arab reign enjoyed a 

*T’- 

historical fi&Ct 
great degree of 

that religions under 
freedom and tolerance, 

and even the Jews themselves felt free in their religious pracl 
ticos only In the Arab and Moslem Countries because of Moslem 
tolerance. Furthermore the guardians of a11 the Boly.-@.aces of 
Jerusalem9 whether Mosl~rn or Christian, reject the internation- 
akkattion of Jerusalem, and desire that the HoJy’placos remain 

in the hands of the Arabs as they have been for centuries. _ 
It IIUS~ be stated further that the internationalization 

Of Jerusalem is contrary to Arab National sovereignty, and they 
CEU’ulot but reject most strongly any scheme that would divide and 

tear up the unity of their country and wrest Jerusalem from Arab 
sovereignty, thereby causing a new and grave injustice to ‘the 

Arabs. 

FinalLy the Arab Higher Committee far Palestine, hopes 
that the Palestine Conciliation Commission would deal with the 

Palestine problem iri its entirety and bare fundamentals, %n 
aacordance with the principles of justice and the United Nations 
Charter, It wishes to state that any solution for the Palestine 

problem which does not nullify partition, guarantee to the Arabs 
their full right to enjoy the unity and iridependenoe of Palestine, 

with Jerusalem as its capital, and provide for the immediate 
return of the refugees to their homes, wou2.d only help to arouse 
hatreds and would destroy the peace and stab$lity in Palestine 

and the Middle East, Further 9 the Arabs of Palestine, who have 

been subjected to all forms of despotism, torture, calamities, 
and miseries as a result of the partition scheme, will never 
willingly acquiesce in the status quo forced upon Palestine. But 

they wilJ continue the struggle for the freedom of their country, 

by all means at their disposal. The Arab and Moslem peoples 

everywhere are determined to free Palestine, re&ard$ess Of the 

cost or length of time required, 


