UNITED NATIONS CONGILIATION COMMISSION FOR PALESTINE

RESTRICTED
0rg/9

ok May 1949 -
Original° English

1

Coal L |
L tetter and Statement Submitted to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations by the Delegation
of the Arab Hipgher Committee for Palestine and
Transm;tted for the Information of the Qonoglia~
"Lion Commission. .

- The Delegation of . the Arab Higher Committee for Palestine
desires to submit the following to Your Excellency.,“

The Arabs of Palestine are the true owners of the" country,
and constitute the great majority of its legal inhabitants. Hence
they are the party most interested and concerned in the problem
of Palestine, and as such should enjoy the right of having the
first say in all discussions oonoerning;their future and that of
thelr country. ‘ :

The Arab ngher Committee for Paleetine is the institution
that represents the Arabs. It has been so recognized by the Arabs
of Pelestine, the Arab States, the defunct Palestine (Mandatory)
Government, and the British Govermment in London. This Committee
was always invited to represent Palestine in all the conferences
and dscussions relative to the Palestine problem.

The United Nations themselves, upholdlng this right of:the
Arabs, reoognlzed the representatmvo charecter of the Arab Higner
Committee, and accepted its delegatlons to speak in the name of
the Palestine Arabs before the First Committee of the General
Assembly and the Security Goun01l, in all the sessions discussing
the Palestine problem, including the session in which the
_Palestine Concilliation Commission was formed. )

As soon as the Pajestine Conciliation Commission commenced
to function, the Areb Higher Committee requested that it be
invited by the sald Commission to participate in all discussions
of .the Palestine problem, and particularly in those discussions
with . the Arab States, drawing the attention of the Conciliation
Commission to Ats character and special position. ‘ '

It is to be regretted however, that the Palestine Con-
ciliation Commission, in spite of the repeated requests of the
‘Arab Higher Committee, dlsregarded that demand, lgnored the
character and position of the Arab Higher Committee, and invited

/it to appear
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it to appear before the Commission on the same basis on which.
non=official bodies were invited.

The invitation of the Arab Higher Committee in this manner,
places the Arabs of Palestine in an ordinary secondary position
in the discussion of their country's problem; obliterates the
official Palestinian Arab point of view; deprives the.owners of
the country of their natural right to be regardéd as the main.
interested party in the Palestinian problem;”and‘presents the
Palestine Arabs as a disunited people with divided opinionsf

In view of the above, the Delegation of the Arab Higher
Committee feels unable to accept the invitation of the Palestine
Conciliation Commission in the manner it was extended, or enter
into any discussions with the Palestine Conciliation Commission
on that basis. The Delegation, thus considers the investigations
and discussions of'the Palestine Conciliation Commission to be
incomplete, and to some extent biased, and reserves to the Arab
Higher Committee whom the delegation represents, the right to
present fully the Palestinian Arab real and official+point of
view, free of all elements of pressure, direction, and influence,
to the United Nations themselves in their forthcoming meeting,
and to question and discuss before them the reports and the
recommendations of the Palestime Conciliation Commission:

We beg to attach hereto a statement prepared by the Arab
Higher Committee covering the Palestinian Arab point of view
regarding the affairs of their éountry and its problemf |

Yours respectfully,

FOR THE DELEGATION OF THE ARAB HIGHER
COMMITTEE FOR PALESTINE



THE PAIESTINE PROBLEM
A STATEMENT SUBMITTED BY

' HE ARAB HIGﬁER COMMITTEE FQR PALESTINE TO HIS
‘EXCE,LENCY THE UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY-GENERAL

Wrhen the Palebting Case was brought before the United
Natioris in the Spring of 19#7, the Arabs were greatly pleased,
for they hoped’ that thid' World Organizatlon would give ‘them a
fair hearing and Tealize the justice of their case. iThe hopes
of the Arabs were based on whit  they knew of thé aims of the
Unitéd Nations,and the basic principles enbddted th ‘their °
charter, aiming at the support of” truth end the reSpect‘of
peoples! wishes, ' A = o '

On the 29th of November 1947, the General Assembly of
the'United Nations passed & resolution recommending the parti—
tioning of Palestine, and the establishment of a Jewish State
therein. That resolution dlsappoiuted the Arabs, ahd destroyed
the hope and faith which they had put in the'United Nations.

'They saw that the recommendatlons to partition Palestine was
contrary to the aims, prinoiples, and Spirit of the United
Nations charter, and thelr reaction was one of deep concern
'and anxiety. They therefore rejected the resolution, and
,,declared their refusal to be bound by it, or by anything de-
iving therefrom. The said resolutlon not only failed to re- .
spect Arab demands, but was in complete violation of the spirit
of the charter, contrary to the principle of self~determination,
and” embodied the elements of aggression and injustice, For the
~ Areb§ of “Palestine are the real owners ¢f the country, and they
‘compose by far the greatest majority of its lawful inhabitants,

They had time and again repeatedly proclaimed their unanimous

desire to have their country remain united and wad ?»lded,and to
enjoy their right to freedom and independenoe. And there lles
‘the nstural right of the Arabs, a right which has .been reoog- :
nized in’ all international oharters, including ‘the principle }T
of self»determination, and whioh has also been guaranteed in N
the United Natlons Charter. “‘l o

| The Arabs ‘had a- firm. ‘and positive belief that the parti—
tion of. Palestine would strongly‘endanger,their,natlonal,,politi—
cal, social, and-economic;life, and. that the establishment of a
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Jewish State in Palestine could only be realized by the de-
struction of the existence of the Arabs. The events that
followed on the heels of the announcement of the partition
scheme, proved that Arab fears were well founded. For no

sooner had the Jews become confident of the support and ald

of the Western Great Powers, than they resorted to terrorism

in ‘order to- realize the partition scheme, They attacked the

Arab people with the force of arms, occupied many p rts of -
Palestine, uprooted their Arab inhabitants, and threw them

out of their ‘ITards and homes, after killing many of them and
robbing their wéalth. They confiscated Adrab property; they

blew up completely several Arab villages; they trampled on
Moslem and Christian religious places, and robbed them of their
ornaments and;valnebles. They reverted places of wprship into
places. of dancing, drinking and vulgarity, They destroyed a

few mosques. and churches, and even theilr aggressive hands reached
the Holy Aqsa Mosque and the Sacred Church of the Holy Sepulchre,
and. the religilous and historical sites in the city of Jerusalem,
and- deliberately made them targets of their mortar fire and fly-
ing mines, thus causing.in them great damage and killing some

of theilr custodians and venerated servants, In general the Jews
commts © against the.peaceful inhabitants crimes wh;ch have no
equal in history, as is well manifested in the barbarianiem,shown
in the incidents of the peaceful villages of Deir Yasin, Naser-
edw~dine, Aylout, Tireh, Dawaymieh, and others,q o

No doubt the Jews would not have venbured to do-all:what
‘they had done, were it not for the moral and actual support ex-
tended to theii By some of the Western Powers, who are members in
the 'United Nations and the Security Council. Everyone recalls
how seme. of those powers hastened to recognize the Government of
Israel, :and the status quo resulting from the use of force and
violence,. Those states permitted the pouring from their coun—
tries of money,. .men, and arms to the Jews of Palestine and some
of these states sent aeroplanes and various kinds of arms and
ammunitions to- the Jewish milltary force in‘Palestine.' Ina
sense the United Nations itself helped the Jews, immensely, by
standing impotently in the face of repeated Jewish contraventions
. to the orders of the Security Council. And we sinéerely believe
that had the Arabs taken a course similar to that taken by the

R I
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Jewsy with respect to the orders of the Security Council, the Jews

- would not have been able to make the gains which they were able to

make .- .

, Ever since the resolution to. partition Palestine was taken,
the -Arabs have been appealing to world conscience to the United
Natilons asking for justice and fair deal, And thus when the General
Assembly decided to set up the Palestine Conciliation Commission,
the Arabs saw in that decision a new Opportunity in wich they may

be ablc to defend thelr rights.‘ They are thercfore eager that the
said conciliatlon Commission would realize the urgeney of findlng
and rccommending a just plan which would remove the injustlce

‘ "bbefalling ‘the' Arabs. ‘Such a plan cannot ,.in our belief, be based

but on the nullification of the Partition Scheme, the reversion

of Palcstinc into 1ts unlty, and guaranteelng its frcedom and in-
dependence, in’ accordance w1th the princlples of true democracy,
lland the priﬁciples of the United Nations. Only such a plan could

" be compatible w1th Justice, and would be one of the main safe-
‘guﬁrds agalnst p0331bilities 'of extreme gravity affectlng the
peace of Palestine and the countries of the Middle East, at present
and in future.

IT

The foremost catastrophe resulting from the partition

. scheme and from Jewish terrorism, has been the problem of refugees.
This problem has bccome so acute that its solition should not be

. allowod to be delayed any further. Any delay would be a sad re-
"'flectlon on human conscience and the prlnciples of honour and

human brotherhood . '
It is of benefit to refer here to the fact that the'United

NationsiMcdlatormdid_not fail to see the acuteness of the refugee
problem. Although his recommendations were, in whole, unfavourable

'..to the Arabs, yet he dealt with .the refugee problem in .a special

..-section (A/648), of his report., In.this scctlon the Mediator de-
.seribed. the- pitiful state of poverty, ill—health and malnutritlon
.which. ig prevalent among the refugees, He warned the world that it
mast choose.for those refugees elther “existence or extlnctness
Even- since thiS warnlng Wthh came on September 18th, 19H8, the

‘problem of the refugees has been gIQW1ng more pltiful and serilous
all the time, -And vhat multiplies, the sufferlng of the refugees
is for.thenm tq.seg and. hear of their.towns, and villages, and their
homes, being occupied by Jewish 1mmigrantsb U '
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It is a most simple and just right for the refugees to‘be
permitted to return immediately to their homes and their country;
and nothing should stand in their way. The whole world has been
unanimous in its support.for the return of the refugees to their
homes, and even those countries which have frankly pro-Jewish
~tendencies, have been unable o deny to the refugees their natural
right of going back home. '

‘The Arabs belleve that the United Natlons Organlzatlon
which is the author of the partltlon plan, s reSpon51ble for the
catastrophe that has befallen the Palestinian refugees.. As such
it is the duty of the Unlted Natlons to remove the injustice done
to the Arabs, we submit that by removing the oause of the problem
of the refugees, the Unlted Nations w1ll have substantlally solved
their serious problem, and the only and sure way to solve the
problem, and remove its’ causes, is to permit the return of the
refugees to their homes where they should be guaranteed to live
freely in peace and in prosperity. On their return9 they must
immediately be givén back all their propertles, whether movable
or immovable, and for such damage or loss as may have resulted
from Jewlsh terrorism and violence adequate indemnity must be
paid to them. '
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As for the Jerusalem District it must remain Arab, as it
always was in the past, The great majority of its lawful in~
habitants have always been Arab, and its lands are elmost to&ally
owned by Arabs., Jerusalem town itself, has always been the
capital of Palestine,. and a symbol of its unity and history,

In 1t are to be found the holiest of all Churches, Mosques and
sites, It is a historical fact that these holy places have
never found better guardian than the Arab who prides himself
as their custodian for centuries. Therefore the opinion favourlng
-the 1nternatlonallzat10n of Jerusalem is groundless, and can‘mean
nothing but the realization of new political and imperialistic

~aims and factors in an area’ Wthh‘Should be farthest away from
them, PFurthermore, Arab expericénce of Jewlsh disrespect and
neglect of United Kations orders, and in the failure of the

United Nations and Securlty Council to force ‘the Jews to abide
by those orders, proves that the intcrnationallzation of the

Jerusalem district cannot bo a safe guarantee for the protection
of the Holy places, '
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And it 1s another historieal faet that religions under
the Arab reign enjoyed a great degree of freedom and tolerance,
and even the Jews themselves felt free in their religious prac-
tices only 1in the Arab and Moslem Countries because of Moslem
tolerance, Furthermore the guardians of all the Holy places of
Jerusalem, whether Moslem or Christian, reject the internation-
alization of Jerusalem, and desire that the Holy places remain
in the hands of the Arabs as they have been for centuries.

It must be stated further that the internationalization
of Jerusalem is contrary to Arab National sovereignty, and they
cannot but reject most strongly any scheme that would divide and
tear up the unity of their country and wrest Jerusalem from Arab
sovereignty, thereby causing a new and grave injustice to the
Arabs,

IV

Finally, the Arab Higher Committee for Palestine, hopes
that the Palestine Conciliation Commission would deal with the
Palestine problem in its entirety and bare fundamentals, in
accordahee with the principles of justice and the Unlted Nations
Charter. It wishes to state that any solution for the Palestine
problem which does not nullify partition, guarantee to the Arabs
their full right to enjoy the unity and independence of Palestine,
with Jerusalem as its capital, and provide for the lmmediate
return of the refugees to their homes, would only help to arouse
hatreds and would destroy the peace and stability in Palestine
and the Middle East, Further, the Arabs of Palestlne, who have
been subjected to all forms of despotism, torture, calamities,
and miseries as a result of the partition scheme, will never
willingly aequiesee in the status quo forced upon Palestine. But
they will continue the struggle for the freedom of their country,
by all means at thelr disposal. The Arab and Moslem peoples
overywhere are determined to free Palestine, regardless of the

cost or length of time required,



