UNITED NATIONS CONCILIATION COMMISSTION FOR PALESTINE

_ RESTRICTED
A o \ SR/10
L. . , : . .. 3 February 1949.

Orlglnal English

SUMMARY RECORD OF, THE TENTH MEETING

held in the King David Hotel, Jerusalem,
‘on 3 Pebruary 1949 at 1500 hrs.,

Present: Mr. de Boisanger (France) - Chairman
Mr. Yalchin (Turkey)
Mr, Ethridge (U.S.4.)
Mr, Azcarate -~ DPrincipal Secretary.

o

1, Visits to the Govermments of the Arab States and the Government of
Israel.

2, Prelimlnary and unoff101al contact with the Government of Israel and
eventually the Government of Transgjordan.

3. Attitude of the Commission +oward the Armistice Negotiations presided
over by the Acting Mediator.

L. OQOpening of the Constituent‘Assembly of Israel in Jerusalém on
14 February 1949,

T

; Thé CHAIRMAN submittad to the Commission the question of its proposed
viéit to the Arab capitals and Tel Aviv, as well as the suggestion of its
- entering into pfeliminary and pnofficial contact with the Goverhments of
Israél‘and Transjordan. |

| Mr. ETHRIDGE informed the Commission of the substance of hl;
conversatlon W1th Dr. Bunche, which concerncd not only the first two points
on the agenda, but also the third and fourth,vrugardlng the Comm1581on's
attitude toward the annlstlce negotlatlons taking place in RhOdbS, and thc
OpFnlng of the Constltuent Assembly | -

He stated that Dr. Bunche had indicated that the negotlatlons had
reached a critical point and would soon be concluded,'ciﬁher'successfully
or unsuccessfully. The answérs of the two G@Vernméhﬂs'éégéé;ned Weré

kv‘/expected

X
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expected shortly br. Bunche had also informed him that King Abdullak

hagd. asked to know when he could eXpect to be invited to participate in the
ifR‘h!od‘es raT Ks. | At the same time, Dr. Bunche had 1niormed the King that the
negotiations with Egyp‘o were not progress:mp satlsfactorlly and the King

had suggested that mvn.tatlons should be sent to all the Arab States to

take part in armistice negotlatlons.- Mr. Ethrldpe expressed the opinion
that the Cemmission shoeld await the vout‘oome of theka‘lodes telks before
proceeding on its visite to tﬁe Arab »States; Furthermore, .he pointed out
that, in view of ‘the fact that the Cemmiesion had réceiied a _epecial mandate
from the General Assembly with regard to Jerusalem, and since 'th'e actions

of the Government of Israel - namely the placing of the New City under

civil administration and »th-e--iopening of the A‘-sessib’jne of the Consb’iﬁuent
Assembly in Jerusalem - seemed to be an atbempt to pre;;udlce the status oi‘
‘the Clty, the Commlsswn should mc‘on‘tact the Government of Israel mmedlat(,ly
in-order: to steblish its v»a-'utherity in i}zattere" relatihg" ,t'o -J'e'rus‘alem. -"

Such contact shOuld also be made w:Lth the Government of T 'ans,jordan, s:mcc.

any possﬂale armstlce negotutlons between that country end Israel might
involye the status of Jerusalem, on which matter the Commission was bound
by the deciéiéh of the General Assembly. |
In answer to a questlon by the Charrmen as to whother awalt‘lng the

conclus:Lon of the Rhodes negotntlons end prellmlnary contact with Isreel
would delay the Commission's v:Ls:Lt to the Arab otdius Mr Ji.THRIDGE replied
that Dr. Bunche had made no comment on thws po:.nt |

g " He Went on to say that, in h:Ls op:Ln_Lon, if an armlstlce -we‘re elbned
between Egypt and Israel the other countrlee would qulckly follow sult,
a state of affelrs wh:Lch would create 2 much sounder baSlu T.or the
Conmss:.on's work o o |

The Commission egreed “even though negotl LthIlu on uhe mlllt 1rv plam,

were proceedlng at Rhodes, to enter J.nto prel:unma.ry contact w:_th In hLe],
and Tra.nsgordan before fj_x:mg the date for 1ts departurc, f or the v15rts to

/the various
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the various countries party to the conflict., It was assumed that these
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conversations would not last mom.than a week
The CHAIRMAN “vnstructed the Pr1n01pa]_ Secrcbary to av‘ranga a e Llng
between the COIIlm:LSSlon and Mr Shertok tho Forelgn Mln.Lster of Israe]
. soon as possmle. Th:Ls meeflng wag to be held at Governrm int House, :Lf
possigléi, and otherwise at 4 mutually” acceptable placs,  The mééting‘sh'ould‘
not take place in Tel Aviv, since it would then appeer as if the Corﬁmis‘sién
were establlshlng formal ‘contaic"b with Israsl fi’,rét-}’zaizndi afs1multa:neous |
visit to King Abdullah of Transjordan would then be necessary. The
| invitation to Mr. Shertok should be addpg,,ssgd_?hrgggh the,rnedimn q_f Mr.
Gaulan, representative of the Israeli Ministry f;)ri ii“ore.ign Affairs va‘tnﬂached
to the Commission, and sflould state that the Commission desired to discuss.

various subjects, including Jerusalem.

The Commission agreed to meet after the meeting with Mr, Shertok had
been arranged, in order to discuss the points that it would raise with him.

The Commission decided to send a telegram to Dr. Bunche , expressing

its thanks for his méssage and best wishes for his success.,

The C_omm‘ission further decided that the current conversations between
the Arab and Jewish Military Commanders of Jerusalem fell within the purview
of its interest and authority, and that, consequently, the Commission should
ask to be represented by one or more observers during these talks. “ "1‘6 |

th:_s end, it was agreed to convey the above to the M::.lltary Commanders

through the medium of the French ‘and American Consuls in Jerusaleim, Should

it be de01ded that the Commlsmon were to be represented at these ’ralks

by the Consuls themselves, > the Consul of Turkx,y would also be included.

Meetings of the Commission (Verbatim or Summary Records):;  Relations
with the Press.

: On the questlon of the k:md of records of its meetwsr.: tha,t Lhc '
, .

Commissn.on w:Lshed to have kept, it was dec,Lded th:ut 8 a rule, a swnmary

record of meetings would be sufficient and that the Commission would

/ indicate
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indio‘ate wh',‘enuit.tvihshed‘verbatim reoordls t‘oﬂbe uakcn _

'With regard to the\Conmis;ei‘on 's poiicy towerd the “nress, ;L_;o__v_vg_g
dec:Lded tha.t the dellcate natnre of its negotiations would. compelv the
Conmlss:Lon to be extremely dlscreet in its I‘bl@ tlons W1th the press.
All statements to the press were to be mede by the Chalrmm or :approved
by h:un - -

The Connnlss:Lon declded to issue a connnunlque to thc press 51mply

stating that the Commlssmn had met in plenary sessmn.

.‘The: meeting rose at 1700 hours. . .




