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Report of the Principal Secretary

‘Bummarizing the activities of the Secretariat during the
period of the Commission's recess, the PRINCIPAL SmGRﬂTARYV
reported that he had returned with his staff from Lausanne to
Jerusalem, where he had re-established himself at Government
House. Hé¢ had then paid a series of formal visits to various
Tsraeli and Arab authorities.

The Secretariat was now preparing a written report on the
‘stage reached in the negotiations concerning the arab blocked
accounts and the proposed arrangement relating to arabs living in
Arab occupied territory whose lands were situated in Israeli--
occuplred territory. Mr. Servoise had remained in the widdle
Bast to continue his work on the question of the blocked accounts ;
a ‘communication had been received from him indicating that some
unblocking of funds appeared possible, although on a smaller
scale than previdusly contemplated. With regard to the proposed
drfangamenu for the cultlvatlon of Arab lands in Israeli=-
occupied tbrrltory an dgreement in principle had been established
between Lhe Isragli and Jorddnlan authorities, that the question ‘
fell w1th1n the competence of and would be examined by the
Special: Committee set up by the Armistice Agreement.

Concerning the repatriation of members of separated fdMlLles,
the Arab Govcrﬂments had agreed in principle to appoint

representatives to implement. the plan in collaboration with the

competent Israeli authorities. The Governments of Lebanon and
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ypt had in fact appointed their representatives and the se
presentatives had entered into discussions with their Israeli
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opgosite numbers.
ed thac it was appointing its representative. with regard to thu
orange groves, however, the Secretariat's efforts had produced
only a negative result, the Israeli Government adhering to its
former position that it could not accept the presence ol a mixed
group and that the Cﬁstodian of absentee property must be left

in sole charge of the matter, The Israeli Government had
indicated its willingness to accept the presence of a neutral
observer but since such an observer would not be given access

to the records of the (ustodian his usefulness appeared negligible.

keporting on his general impfes&ions during his stay in

Jerusalem, the Frincipal Secretary observed that at the time of
his arrival in that city Israell public feeling had been high
with regard to the publication of the draft Instrument for an
international regime in Jerusalem, and the appointment of a
United dations representative in Jerusalem} Such feeling had
been evidenced by official statements, a press campaign, and
public manifestations. With regard to the draft Instrument,
Israeli governmental officials had considered it 1ncompruth8lblu
that such a document should have been submitted to th@ ccretary
General without prior consulbutlon with the Governments concern-
ed ; they had also communted apeclflcaily on the clauo s relating
to Jewish immigration into the Jerusalem area and the demilitar-
isation of the erea. The attitude of the Arab Governments to
the draft Instiument was confused and contradictory .; some
States found it in general Satiwfactofy but were skeptical of the
possibilities of application in view of the hostll attitude
of the Israeli Govbrnment while in other quarters a dchnlte
opposition to LﬂtufnathndllSdleH was ev1dcn0ud. Neutral
opinion, es represented by the French, Turkish and United States
consular Offi°ials, held the Instrument to be a reasonable
.so4utlon of the problem but 1nappllcable W1bhout the dwrubmenb
of hoth nartleo.

In general, the Pr1n61pal Secrutary had found llie in
Jerusalem more normal, and COumquCdtlonb between the Israeli
and srab sectors, for United nations personnel, much 1mproved.
As regards the Lraubfer of Israeli administrative seérvices to

derusalem, that operation was continuing and developing constantly. |

The Hashemite Jordan Kingdom had also indicat —
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It was difficult to say whethel or not the Goverament's intent-
" ion was to make JeruSalem"theVCapiﬁal of the State of‘Israel.
Theré was in any case a tendency to relieve the congestion of
Tel Aviv and to give added social, political and economic 1life to

Jewish ssctor of Jerusalem. In that connection, however,
Israeli authorities had drawn his atvention to the existence of
anAanalogoua'tendency on the part of the,nrabs, to make tne 0ld
City of Jerusalem a provisional capital of the Jordan kingdom
and its governor, in effect, the governor of Arab Falestine.

as far as Government House was concerned, in addition to the
Commission's staff wnich maintained offices there, General Riley
and his ebeaff made 1t their headquarters, and the United wations
guards were still performing their usual duties. The arabs were
at present engaged in building a new road to Bethlehem, which
would pass'cldse to Government House and would greatly simplify
access to toe Arab sector frow Government House. On the other
and  the Israell authorities were constructing two blockhouses
in close prox1mlty to Government House ; the explanation given was
thet the mlAud Armistice bomm1351on was considering a plan to
establlsn ‘a new lsragli-Jordanian Armistice Line waich would
Vlrtually ¢liminate the neutral zone. If the plan were ddopbud
the blockhousss would be within the new Israeli lines. At the
pre :ent -moment, however, consideration of the question had been
postponed by the Mixed Armistice Commission, and the constructions
constituted a violation bf the Armistice Agrecment as it stood.

lleporting on the Comnission's relations with the wsconomic

Survey Mission, the Principal Secretary sald that he had had

Clapp in Beirut on his way to Jerusalem,
The Chairman of the

conversations with uir.
and again at a later moment in Tel Aviv.
Mission had told him that its preliminary report would be ready |
about the bbglnnlnv of wovember anl would set forth the basis of |
a plan to furnish lumediate work for the refugees, an eimergency

méasure which would be independent of later consideration of the;'

questions of resettiement and repatriation. Although such &

“plan, which, anlSTgpd the progressive aad rapid replaceusnt of
emergency relief by work projects, would be difficult to apply
wr. Clapp was convinced that its
The wmissionk

- final report

in some wreas, such as Gaza,
moral effect would be of the greatest value.
Preliminary report would be followed later by &
Covering other questions, " among theil the atoitude of the Israell
Govurnmbat on the qubstlona ‘of rbpatrl 2tion and COMPBHS&LlOﬂ&_
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replics to tne vommission's wemorandum of 12 Septembel on

territorial questions and to the co\umumicathu of th: draft

#

Uecl.rotion concerning the Holy Flaces.

The CHaifwaN supported the opinion of the PuliClPal SmUnbTanY
thet toe Uom.uissioﬁ should convens meetings promptly with the
isracli end arab delegations and request replies to the documents
in question. S l

It vas _decided that meetings with the delegations would be

coavencd un Saturdey morning, 22 October.

Draft Inetrument for Jerusalem

The CHaliwsl drew sttention to the fact that verious inter-
pretations of the draft Instrument were circulating wolch suemed
to him erroncous, particularly concernling such provisions as
those dealing with Israeli or arab citizenship for the inhabitants
of Jerusalem, He felt that the commission suould issue & simple
written explanction of the Instrument in order to clarify such
misuanderstandings, He requested the rrincipal Secretury to
prepare the text of such a statement, which could be released to
the press at & futurs date to be determined by the Commission in
~the light of events. '

appointucnt of a United Netions representutive in Jerusalem.

Tae Comnission took note officially of the resig;m.zﬁion of
Ur, alberto Gonzalez Fernandez. The Chairman considered Ghe
sbsence of a United dations representutive in Jerusalem &8
unfortunate and on his proposal the Comuission instructed the
Principal Seceretary to convey to tue decretury=-Gencral 1ts regret
that it has not becn possible to find aaother acceptable candidate
for tie post. The Principal Scerut. ry informad the Commission
that the continuation of the Commission's work st its permanent
scat, Jerusalem, was assured by the presence there of the Jeputy
Principeal Seprc_tary and a political adviser. wseverthuiess, he

considered the absence of a United dations n'uprésx;ﬁ'b..“tive to
Jerusalem as most unfortunate for the future work of the Cowmmis-
sion. He proposed that the Principal Secrctuary should deaft «
letter to wr, Cordier stating th.t the Commission took note of the
resignatiocn of Or, Gonzalez-Fernandez and regrettad tné:at no other
acceptible candidate for the post has as yet been subwitted to
the Commission.

The Comaissi adopted +he (rad
Comaission adopted the Lhairman's proposal.
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Letter from dr. pban dated 20 Septeaber conoerning the terms

of refurence of the United Nations Representative in Jerusalen.

.

Th: Comimission adopted a suggestion by dr. ROCKWeLL thet the
Secreteriat should draft a reply to mr. Cordier's letter of

trensmittal of the Eban letter..

Relsticns with the Fconomlc Survey wlssion

The PRINCIPAL SuURETARY reporﬁed that he had, received
assurance from wr. Cordier that all relevant commuaications
received frow the sconomic Survey wmisslon would be transmitted
famediately to the vomaission., The Commission decided to send
a telegrin to the Kconomic Survey sission infofming‘them that 1t
had reconvened in New York. '

Press Communilaue

" The Commission decidad to issue a press comnunique stating
that it had reccmvened and that it would shortly meet with the

Arab and Israeli delegations.




