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Report of. the Prins&EaZ. SecratacL --, 
. 

3ummarizing- the activities of the Secretariat during the 

period of th’e Commissionfs recess, the PRIXCIPAL SM~?L’I’H&Y 

reported that he had returned with his staff from Lausanne to 

JerusaLem, where he had re-established himself at Government 
House . HB had then paid a series of formal visits to various 

Israeli and Arab authorities, 
72x2 Secretariat was now preparing a written report on the 

St'age reached in.' the negotiations concerning the Arab blocked 

accounts and the proposed arran,genl+nt relating tp Arabs living in 

Arab CCcupiad territory riJhose ‘lands were situated in Israeli- , 

0ccupLe.d territory, ilir. Servoisc had remained in the I+,idclle 

East to conti,nue his work on the question of the blocked accounts ; 
a ~com;nu;~icLltion had beon received from him indicating that somr3 

unblocking of ,funds appeared possible, although on a smaller 
With regard to the proposed scale than previously conttimplated o 

arraingenient for t]le cultivation of Arab lands in Israeli- 

Oceupisd territory an agreement in principle had been established 

between tjla Israeli and J&k&ian authorities, that the qUeSti,On 3 
fell within the COmpstenCe ‘of and wou$d be examined by the 

special: Comi~~ittee set; up by &the 'IhIiStiCe. &Pt'eerfl5nt* I 

Concerning the rspatriation of members of separated faiTliiieS I 

the Arab Coveriqments had agreed dn principle to appoint ,’ 

representatives to implerllent. the plan in collaboration witn thti 

competent Israeli authorities. The Governments of Lebanon and 



sgypt had in fact appointed their representatives and these 

rep1 v qcserlt;ti.ves had entered into discussions with their Israeli 

opposite numbers. The lIaslleriyj.te Jordan Kingdom had alSo indicaC- 

ed tlx.3 ; it was appointing its, representative. witll :regkIrd to tlv..: 

orange groves, however, the Secretariatfs efforts had produced 

o:ily a negative result, the Israeli Government adhering to its 
former position that it could not accept the presence of a mixed 1 

group and that the Custodian of absentee property must be left 
in sole charge of the matter, The Israeli Government had 
indicated its willingness to acc&pt the presence of a neutral 
observer but since such an observer would not be given access 
to the records of the I,ustodinn his usefulness appeared negligib.i~a 

iieporting on his general impressions during his stay in 
Jerusalem, the Principal Secretary observed that at the time of 
his arrival in that city.Israeli public feeling had been high 
with regard to the publication bf th, p draft Instrument fox, an 
international regime in Jerusalem, and the appointment of a 
Unitei l\iations representative in Jerusalem, Such feeling had 
bean evidenced by official statements, a press campaign, and \ 
pubiic manifestations. With regard to the draft Instsul'lwnt, 
Israeli ~overnmantal officials had considered it irlcom,p,rehensible 
that such a doI:ument should have been submitted'to the secretary 
General 'without prior consultt,tion with the Governments concern- 
ed ; they had also commented specifically on the clauses relating 
to Jewish immigration into the Jerusalem area and the demilitar- 
isation of tila hrea, The attitude of the Arab Governments to 
the draft Inst;. ument was confused and contradictory .; some 
States found it in general satisfactory but were skeptical of the 
possibilities of application in view of tLle hostile attitude 
Of the Israeli. Government, while in other quarters a definite 
opposition t0 internationalis~~.~ioll was evidenced, Neutra,l 
opinion, 2.S represented by the French, Turkish and United States 
collsu1Lir offioials, held the Instrument to be a reasonable 
solution of the problem, but inapplicable without the agreement 
of both parties. 

In general, the Principal Secretary had found life in 
Jerusalem more normal, and co,;tirtunications between the Israeli 
and ~ra'b sectors, for United l\Sations personrlel, much improved. 
AS regards the transfer of Israeli administrative services to 
Jerusalem, that operation was continuing and developing constantlyl 



-3; 
’ I$ WtiS difficult t0 Say WhC?k,h~?k OX’-ilotJ tile GOvernmcntt 5 -jrltentr 

ion WCIS LO make J~IYu~~ tidern 'the' ce,pi.tal of the St&te of Israel. 1 ., 
The& w&s in any casd al'i;erldellCy to relieve the congestion of 
Tel AViV :.:I13 t0 give added social, politi.,cal ani ecorlomic life to 

the Jewish sector of Jerusalam, In that conrxction, Hoover, 
Israeli ~~Utb’bI?iti.~s had &awn his at-Gcn.Lion .to‘ tl?u exis$eIice of 

an an.aIogous tendency on tilt; part of the, Iirabs, to m&e tne Old 

City of Jerusalem El provisional capithl of the Jordan kingdom 
mi its governor, in effect, the governor of Arab Palestine, 

As far as Government House was concz'rned, in addition to the 
~OrmiiSSion~s staff wnich maintained offic<s 'tht%:ra,. General Hiley 

and his Sttiff lilade it their headquarters, and the U+ted, Aatiorls 
,gu~~dS were still performing their usual dutitis. The Arabs ~\rere 
at present engqed in building a new road to Bethlehem, which 
would pass close to Go~arllrclent 1”iousa and would greatly silnplify 
~CC~SG to tm Arab sector frw Govmnrilemt tiouse, ,On the other 
hand,, the Israeli authoril;ies 'were constructing two blockhausts 
in close proximi,t$ to Governmt2n-L House ; the ,,tixpianation given was 
thct thG L~~ixed Armistice (J)omiljissioLl was considering a plan to 
establish a'new Israeli-Jordanian Armistica Line wnicl? would 

Virtually e3,iminats the neutral zone, If the plan were adopted, 
the blockhouses wouId be within the new Israeli lines. fiti thz 
Pre:2ent~moment, hoWever, consideration of t,hz question had bedn 
pO;j$ponr~~ by the ivlixed Arinis't;ice Commission, and ?hG COIlSt%UCkiOl.lS 

constituted a violation of the rirmistica Agreement as it stood, 
&poyJcing on tkle Com,nission 1 s r~lz.tions with till-; aconomic 

Sum y a. s si on , thcz ijrincipal $ecrzt:,:x$ said that 212 had had 

conversations with I,il~, c]-app ill Bziru2; on i2is way to Jerusalpm, 

ami again at a later moment in Te:l Aviv. The Chairman 01' the q 
Hission had toId laiin thtt its PreIiminary r~p01% WO~J.L~ be re&dy 
about the begi;lning of LJovel~lb~r anj would set forth the basis of 
a plan $0 furrljssh i;,lrrl2diz.tr; work for the PefUgetiS, aI1 eillergancy 

rftaa~ur~ which wouI,l be independent of later consideration of the 
questiolls 0~' rL,settieiaint and rGpatri.ation, Although such 8 -1 

'" \ 

Pl:in, whfit;h;e~visag~d l;ha progre~ssiV2 ail;l rqid repLac;aul~xt of 

~fltciI'gi;nc;r relief by work i,rojeCtS, wouILl be difficult to apply 

u-i somij ireas, such as Gaza, lair. '~l:~ipp ~~1.1s convinced that its 

moral effect would be of the groatast value: Thz i:lissiol?';;, 

Prelimin:~.ry rdpoct Ytould be followzd later by a final rti:port 

covering other questions,' aaong thC?iil tk 21tcitutiLb of the Israeli 

Gav~lirllrtlleilt 0.n t j-je qus2s,t'ion s of ,rtip,atr.jati-jn and coliqxXESt~On~ 






