UNITED ,NATIONS CONCITLIATION COMMISSION FOR PALESTINE

ca  RESTRICTED
' R , | SR/12
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'ORIGINAL: BNGLISH

SUMMARY'RECORD OF-THE TWELFTH MEETING

held An: the Klnp David Hotel Jhruealem,
on-7 February 19L9 at 1500 hours

Present: M&;MdeﬁBoisanger (France) - Chairman
Mr, Yalchin (Turkey)
' Mp, Ethridge - ( L5.40)
. Mr, Azcarate ~ Principal Secretary

Discussion concernlng the attitude to'be adopted by the Comiission during

its meeting with Mr.,Shertok Mlnlstbr of Foreign Affairs 01 Israel

The CHATIRMAN submitted for the Commission's oon51deratlon the following

document, oontalnxng suggestlonS'w1th regard to th( way in which the

Commission should addresa Mr, bhertok 1hp documcnt was not to be presentcd

or even produced during the meeting, but was only to servc as a basis for the

Commission!s discussion:

NSuggestions concerning the maeting'WitH_Mf. Shertok!

The Commission might indicate to Mr, Shertok that
it wished to see him in order to informihim of its
intentions, and the manner in which it proposes to
carry out the task entrusted to it by the General
Assembly of the Unltcd Nations.

‘The task of the Commission con51sts essentlally
in assisting the parties concerned to settle; if
possgible dlrectly among themselves, the conflict
‘which separates thun.

"'On the other hand, the Commission has received
a specific task from.the General Assembly with regard
to.Jerusalem; the Holy Places, certain economlc
”problems and the problem. of the refugnes.

, The Comm1531on hdS decided, in ordcr to onllghten
itself of the intentions of bcth 31des, not only as
far as the general problem of peace’ is concerned,
but also with regard to the various points mentloned
above, to visit the capitals of the Arab States, and
Tel Aviv. This would permit the Comm1551on to enter
into immediate contact with all the interested’
Goverrments, :
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The Commission has also considered it mecessary; - -
‘before paying its first official visit to Cairo, to

' make a preliminary contact with Mr, Shertok, so that

the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Israel could
indicate to it in outline the points of view of his
Govermment., The Commission believes, in fact, that
it will be questioned in the Arab countries on the
intentions of the State of Israel, and that -its -
contact with these countries would therefore be more
fruitful if the Commission already knew what to
expect with regard to the views of the Covernment of
Israel,

Whén the Cominissidn conceived the thought of a
preliminary meeting with Mr, Shertok; it intended
merely to make a general survey, in which all the
problemS'would be rapidly rev1cwed

Unfortunately, certain evcnts have taken place
durlng the past week which oblige the Commission to
raise the problem of Jerusalem in advance,

The CommlsSlqn.has, in fact learned that the -
Government of Isrgel had the 1ntent10n of openlng tho jﬁ?f
Constituent Assembly in Jerusalem and that it had

“decided to extend tivil law to Jerusalem,

‘These two decisions appear to the Commission
extremely regrettable, and indeed contrary to the
spirit, if not te the letter, of the General Assembly!s

_resolutlon.

The Gomm1551on con51ders, in fact, that once the
General Assembly had made a decision regardlng the
fate of Jerusalem and had outlined to the Commission
a .precise.task with regard to the future-status of
the Holy City, the parties concerned had the duty-to
abstain from undertaking any action: tendlng to alter
the status g__ of the City.

Indeed how could the Comm1581on+1ntervene between
the partles concerned in orderito install an international
regime, acceptable to each one of Lhem and taking into
account the clearly expressed desire-of the very large
majority ‘of the United.Nations to see the Jerusalem Area
placed under international control,-if, while the
Commission is proceeding with its task one of the -
parties takes official decisions whlch are in Opposltlon

to the resolutlén of the General Assombly7

Furthermore, any. suoh actlon by tho Israell author-
ities might lead the Arabs to take analogous’ steps and
thus render any effort at conciliation impossible, Such
an'action might also provoke the rcsumption of the
confllct in Jerusalem. S .

, ‘The Comm1551on haS"welghty reasons for bcllev1ng
~'that it will be able to obtain the: agreement of the Arab
' Governments for the exscution of the Genéral Assembly's
resolution, if Israel,. on its. side, werg’eguglly;po
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bunnyny . ~imanifest the :Lntentlon of ‘accepting, The (_'OH!mZL;:SAlOI’ll _

‘ therefore, must ask the authorities of Israel, in view =
of the emotion preduced by their two already m@ntloned
decisions, how these should be interpreted,” Can the’

.. Commissibn, consider and can it say that the: Government of
Israel has the intention of conforming to the spirdt of’

‘t'the resolution of the General Assembly?

cu - Ifsthe.assurances:that the Commlsslon requcsts from
the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Israel are not

o i sufficient, the Commission will be canpelled, much to
its regret, to roport oh this matter to the gecrctar;w- 1
“General: of the United Nations before its departure for -
Cairo, In this report the Comrnls ion will indicate
that it considered it necessary to meet with the Minister
for Foreign Affairs of Israel, during the coursc’ of which
meeting the question of Jcrusal em was' examined and-
Mr. Shertok, having been asked to give the- Gormission. - i \
certain clarlflcau.ons with regard to the position of"
the Govermment of lsrael vis a vis Jerusalem, has
not given the explanation that the Commission expected.

The Commnission naturally reserves its right, should the
necesgsity arise, to inform the Security Council that the
modifications brought upon the situation in the Holy City
have rendered impossible the accomplishment of the task
entrusted to it by the General Assembly, and that it
requests the Assembly to re—examine the gquestior. of Jerusalem
during its April session.

Furthermore, the Conmission has learned that the

military commanders- of troops in the Jerusalem area have

‘recently discussed the re-adjustment of the situation in the

City from a military and administrative point of wview. The

Commission has already informed the two commanders that it

viewed with satisfaction the opening of these conversations

and that it would be happy to contribute to their success

by appointing observers. The Commission would desire to

know whether Mr. Shcrtok is pre_paredto dCCbpt thls proposal "

The Commlsalon agreed to follow the main lines laid down in the

Chairmant!s document, but to proceed in the followiqg manner: . The. Chairman
would first address Mr, Shertok on the _lg'eneral problems and would conclude
.by,pointing: out that the situation which had a risen with regard to Jerusalem
compelléd the Commission to consider that problem in advance, The .con-
versation would then be taken over by Mr, Ethridge » Who would explain the
Conmission!s standpoint with regard to J efusalem and fféQuest certain
assurances from the representatlye of the Govermnent of Israel. Should the

aSsurances recelved be satz.sfactoryk the. Unlted States delegate would proceed

no further on the subject., If, however, the assu:r‘ances prove.d usatis—

- factory, he would continue along the lines of the 1atter part: of

/Mr . dc Bulsangr rle



. e
-l -

Mr. de Bomsanger's documenb and state the steps that the Gomm1551on proposed
totaManlumnmﬁmr.'lg fi | ’

The Commlssion further agreed that 1f the conversatlon regardxng
Jerusalem were short and there were time left, it would proceed with 1ts
orlglnal 1ntention of reviewing with Mr. Shertok thc other aspects of the

‘Palestlne problem entrustedtso it, namely, the general peace settlement the
questlon of the Holy Places, certain economic aspects of the situatlon in
Palestine and the refugee problem.‘

The meetlng:rose at 1630 hours,
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