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The CHAIRMAN gave an account of the interview which.Mr, Bar-co and 

he htiaelf had had with Mr. MikaouJ.'the previous evening, He had formed the 

impression that, for the time being at any rate, the Arab delegatidns were not 

in Sivour of *he Commissian~s holding meetings with each, delegation separately, 

at Jsaat as far as official meetings were'concerned, '. On the other hand, they 

were anxious Sor an opportunity to reply to the statement read from the chair 

at the f&l:& meetingaxjd to the memorandum submitted. by the Israeli 

representative, ft had to be admitsted that their request seemed natural enough 

in view of the fact that they had been invited as a body by the Commission to 

hear the statemcpt from the .ch&ro II , ,, ,, , 
, 
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During the interview Mr, MIKAOUI had affirmed that not all the Arab 
. 

delegations were cotitemplating direct negotiations, seeing that the Israeli 

delegation showed no’ signs of being in a conciliatory frams of mind, P.i.ia 

Sayre (Head of thei:Unitod States delegation to the Trusteeship Council) had 

also provided some?nformation which suggested that the attitude of Mr, Roth ’ 

towards the matter was s&@.lar to that of Mr, Mikaoui, 
I!,> ,, : 

Mr, Mikaoui h&stated quite definitely that to his knowledge no 

negotiations were taking place between Jordan and the State of Israel, That 

statement seemed to suggest that the Arab delegations as a whole were 

maintaining a united $rozLvis-$-;vis the CommSssion, It appeared, therefore, 

that the Commis,sion should fall in with their wishes and invite them to a joint 

meeting, 
:I 

. 

Mr, de BCISANGER (France) said that Mr0 Mikaoui had expressed similar 

views to him; whereas Mr, Mostafa had stated that he saw no purpose in a plenary 

meeting of the Commission with all the Arab delegatiks.. The members of the 

Jordan delegation likewise saw no point in holding’ a plenary meeting until the 

bases for discussion had been fixed, In view of those divergent opinions, he 

considered it preferable for the Secretariat to intimate to the ilrab delegations 

that the Commission was prepared, i.f they so desired, to hold a plenary meeting 

with them, ” L It would not, however, be advisable to be too insistenton a meeting 

of that kind, I . ‘. 
r 

He had informed Mr* Ebas,! whom he h;id rr$t the day before, that the Arab 

delegations were not ‘prepared to undert&ke ,direct conversations, th& the 
. 

Commission for ,&.s pari ‘desired to Qelp, rthings’ forwsr$:<,by setting up ad hoc 
: . -- 

mixed Committees &d,‘,.finally, that the:,%ork ,of such: Co&ttees would clearly .-;. 
have to. be based on, the ‘&$e&nt .General As$embly Reqolutibns+~ , . ,;. _‘. , 

Aa the above statements aroused no opposition & Mr; E&&Is part, he then 

showed the ‘Israeli representative the draft cemmu&& whi;ch he had already 

submitted to the Cormmission at a previous meeting, The Israeli representative 
had requested the deletion of the word ‘ltechni.cal” from the term “Teohnical 

Committee@ in the first part of the draft, and had stated that with regard 50 



the second part'h&~%oulo'give his reply later, He had se&ned to appreciate . 
that ,there.was no other possible. basis of work than the Resolutions of the 

General$esembly and of the Security Council, 
;. v 

- Be; the French representative, add&d that, when he mentioned to Mr,'Mostafa 

the~po&sibiI.ity of a prfvate interview with the Commission, the latter h?d 

indicated that he would be willing to accept such an invitation, 'He proposed 

therefore that the Commission fix that interview for Monday, 13 February, 

provided that Mr, Eban had by that time bm?mitCed his reply with regard to the 

passages in the draft commurAqu8 which were still drutrrW~d&ng, ' 

The representativesof Jordan, with whom he had also had conversations, 

appeared to be favourably clispos&? to the idea of setting up mixed technioal 

committees for the implementation of the General Assembly Resolutions, He had 

requested them to disouss that proposal with the other Arab delegations, The 

Jordan representatives would have preferred joint meetings, but,he had requested 

them to leave "3 to the Gommission to decide, in each case, the form a particular 

committee should take, 

He had also expreesed to Mr, &ban 6he hope that,the Israeli Government 

would approach the question of compensation for losses sustained by the Arabs 

in a ve& liberal spirit, The Israeli representative had replied that he would 

think over the matter and refer it to his Government, 

He had further inform&I the Israeli representative that, if,the Commission 

was to succeed in $.ts task, it must act with a certgin amount,of authority and 

that the attitudcof Israel had alwiys tended to weaken the CommissionIs * 

authority, 
,. .' 

. a. 
Nr, ERALP~(!Purkey) 'was afraid th!t a general ni&bdng might afford 

the Arab delegations an opportunity of reiterating their grievances+* He was in 

favour of a meeting between the Commission and Mr, Mostafa and.asked'tihether.the 

Commission would show Mr, Mostafa the,'draft communiquQ, as Nr, de, Boisangm had 

done in the case of Mr, Eban, 
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The C~A1RMA.N thought that, if a plenary meeting was held, the risk of 

an exchange of retorts and rejoinders between the parties might be avoided by 

warning .the ,Arab dglegations at’ the ‘outset against the disadvantages of 

submitting their arguments in the form cf accusations, The Committee could 

nonetheless leave them free to expound their views and gndeavour to bring out 

the pointi of interest in their statements, 

He added tha$ he was &ill in favour of the i)roposed private meeting with 

Mr. Mostafa, f .* 

The PRINCIPAL SECRETARY, in support of the information given by the 

Chairman and Mr, de ‘E@canger on the attitude of the various Arab delegations, 

stated that Mrr Mikaoui had sajid to him quite spon&neously Ifwe should hike to 

have a meeting with the Comrnission~~, thus giving the impression that, he was in 

fact speaking on behalf of the various Arab delegationsc Mr, Mostafa on ‘the . . 
other hand, had’ahowed some sui?prise at the proposal when informed of it by the , # 
speaker and had added that it was for the dornmiasion to take the initiative in ,’ 
the matter if it thought fit, 

. 

In.rep&Y to a question by the Chairman, he stated that the Arab delegations 

had at present no appointed spokesman for their de&ings with the Secretariat 

of the Commission, 

a4fter discussion, the Commission came to the conclusion thqt there was no 

objection to receiving Mr. Mostafa without sending similar invitation-s the same 

day to the other Arab delegations, There were a number ‘of .signs suggesting ‘. 

that the Arab delegations recognised that Mr, Most&a enjoyedla certain right of 

precedence, * 

The Comt&s,sion requested the Principal Secretary to inform Mr, Moatafa 

that the mernbera of the Commission would be pleased to meet him on Monday, 13 

February at 11 a,m* *“’ 

Programme of the ,ordi&ry meetinKa-cf the Commission 

On the proposal of the QHAIRMAN, the Commission decided tp hold three 

ordinary meetings per week, on Monday afternoon and on Wednesday and Friday 

mornings, 



s13/126 
page 5 

The CI-UIRMAN asked the other members of the Commission on what 

date they considered his chairmanship should terminate and ;)roposed that in 

future the country whose member was in the chair should be represented on 

the Commission by an alternate, 

The Commission decided that Mr, Palmer should remain Chairman at least 

until the Commissionls forthcoming visit to Paris and that the question of 

his relinquishment of the Chairmanship and of alternative representation 

should be examined at a later date, 

The meeting rose at 12,3f; pIml 


