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T SUMMARY RIGORD OF THE HUNDRAD AND TENTY-SEVENTH MEETING

Held at the Polais des Nations, Geneva,
on Monday, 13 February 1950, at 3.30 p.m.

Present:
Mr. PAIMER (United States of fmerica) ~ Chairman

Mr. de BOISANGER (Franco)

Y, YALCIN (Turkey)

Mr. de AZCARATE Principal Secretary

Procedure for the axamination of the Sryptian proposals relating

Lo the refugeos in the Gaza arsa.

The CHALIRMAN said that the Commission had before it o working
paper (Document W/37) prepared by the Secretariat on the proposals of
the Egyptian Govermment regarding the return to thoir lands of certoin
refugees in the Gaze area; Hﬁ, himself, had not had time to study the

documont .

Mr. de BOISANGER (Fronee) soid that, after studying the
document, he found himself in entire aprecment, in prineiple, with the

proposals it contained.

Mr, YALCIN (Turkey) found thu Egyptian Govurnmentis proposals

very reosonable.



The CHATRMAN soid he Qrew the conelusion that the Commission
approved the reforral of the proposals in question to the General

Committoe.,

Mr. de BOISANGER (Fronce) folt that it would be desirable
for the Ogyption dclego.£1011 to be informed that the Commaission had
tronsmitted the dalogaj;ion's proposals 1o the General Committoe and
that it contemplated 'sct'ting ﬁp a mixed committes to study the q\xustic‘)n-.
There was much to be said for infonning the delegation in advance of
the duelsion taken., The Chairman of the General Committee could convey
the infornntion.

He added that the Commission need have ho hositation in taking the
stup sinee it was likely to be mopt favourably received by the Sgyptian
delegation., | |

The Commission adoated the suggestion of Mr. de Bolsanger.

The GHATRMAN statad that he had met Mr, Dhan and Mr, Rafool
that morning and had iupressad upon thom the gravity of the refugee

problc.m. Both of them had shown a desire to sebk a soiu’bibn to the

problem and hed rocognized the desirability of I'lu{’O'bi{lthI’lS with dgypt .

- on the quest:x.on of the Gaza avea. They expressod surprise that no

menmber of the Igyptian delupotion present in Geneva was so for prepared..

to undertake dircet nogotiotions on the question. . Their own abttitude

appueared to be a favourabls onv.

Procodurs for tho px;pg.n tion of‘ tho Sw.mmry RuGOI‘dS of Muutlnfl

The PRINCIPAL SLCRuTARY announced that, in defurencé o
obsurvations made by members of the Commission, it vgoulcl in futurs
be possible to propafo more detailed sw,‘nﬁary records, in which the
discussions would be more fully reported, - It would 2lso bg posgsible

ERPR——
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to submit thom to members of the Commission before they wore drawn up
in final form. It would b dusirable for members to inform the
Sserctariat as quiekly as possible of any corrections thoy wished to
hove mode to ﬁhc rpports of t heir remarks sinee such amendments might
sometimes maku it nOCUSS”ry for other pDSo&[LS in the swmory records

to be ”lturbd.

The CHATIRMIN was in fayour of producing more substantidl
summary records more closely approximating to a verbatim racord,. but
without their being proviocusly submitted to members of the Commiééidn,
Should the latter be absunt or otherwise engaged, the publlcatlon of

summary records mlght suffar undue delay. - S .

Mr, de BOISANGER (Frqnce) for his part, would rlwdly dispense
with the need for making corrcctions to the suimary records. He asked
that, in the preparation of sumary reeords, it should be borne in'mind
that remarks made within the Commission were expressed in froc style
and that it was necessary to scize the gist of them rather than te
reproduce the actual words, The Commission might request the_Principal
Secrotary to revise the\dr&ft summary records bufofe'ppblishing them in

final form,

The PRINCIPAL SiECRETLRY stoted that it was his usual practice .
. bo revise thé:draft-summaiylreco}ds." He congidered that the now '
_instructions of the Commission would enable its wishos to be satdsfac-

torily observed,

The CHAIRMAN said that members of the CommlsSLOn would be
satisfled if their romarks were roproduced in the SUIN Yy rocords

without being abridged or summarized..

Mr. de BOISHNGLR (Francc) considersd there might be some

disadvantage in the summary records being r@garded a8 offlclal and
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as giving an accurate roflection of the opimons of nemburs of the
Commission, even ‘ohough they were' a llte«ral reproduction of the words

uscd,

The PRINCIPAL SECRETARY po:Lnte,d out that summary- rccords ‘
of the Commission were intended only for its members and, when the casa _,v
arose, for delegations presant at 'the meetings, It was however almost
ineviteble that after o certain lapse of time, the summary records
should be céms'idesmd as authentic if no requ‘els’os' for correction-had .
been submitted, | |

Mr. de BOISANGER (France) pointed out that the cxlsadvmtage :
of that state of affalrs would only become evident if a historian soucrht
to feconstitute the history of the Cormission, taking the summary ..

records of its meetings as his sole source,

Mr, YALCIN (Turkey) obswwd tha’c history wos full of

inaccuracies,

The PRINCIPAL SECRETARY explained that thb summary ‘records
of commissions were examined at United lations huadquarters s whc,re the.
working of each commission was ¢losely followed, It was certain that”
the summary records of the Coneiliation Commission were ‘being closely
studied for that purpose bub such study was chiefly conc:,rnc,d wi’ch
guastions of internal organiza.tion.

Interviews with the Arab celegations

Mr, de BOISANGER (France) considered that the Commission should
decide whether, following on the mouting held with the Egyptian represen—
tative, it should eoxtend an informal inmvitation to the othor Arab
delegations. - ‘He, himself, had told members of the Jordan delegation,
with whom he had been in contact, that Igypt did not gs@ae any ‘need for



SR/1.27
- page 5

the Commission to invite the Arab délegations to g combined meeting for
the purpose of replying to the stotement made fyom the chair. The Jordan
representatives had appuared anxious to have the opportunlty of replying
to the memorandum submitted by the Israeli delegoation but he had explained -
that the Commission.saw no point in starting o discussion on that

tiemorandum,

He added that, in his opinion, it would be advisable to give

separate audiences to the various Arab delegations.

» The CHAIRMAN thought the Oomm1581on should receive the .
delegations in the course ‘of that waek. He rccallmd the fact thot the
Principal Secretary had regretted thot the mucting held that morning had
not been more official in character and that no official record had been
made of the views exchanged, The meeting had given more favourable
results than he had héped. One sotisfactory outcome of the meeting had
been that the Commissien ha, lyarned that the Egyptian representat1Ve did
not, consider it desirable to hold a joint meeting of all the Arab delega-
tions to enable them to present their observations on the Chairmants
statement‘énd”the Isracli representétive's memorandum. He felt that
meetinés of the type held that morning were a means of ensuring free

expression of views.

Mr, YALCIN (Turkey) wae doubtful as to the extent to which
the Arab delegations could be said to be still united. He cvon wondered .
whether there' was any appearance of unity between them,'since information

he had received led him to think that‘the representative of Jordan was

not persona prata to his Arab colleagues.

. The CHATRMAN soid that informotion.at, his disposal did not .
point to such a clear cut conclusion but he bolieved that the unity of
the Arab dblegbtlons was beginning to be somewhat shaken.  On that

account, ‘he considurud it even more desirable to moet »ac’ of the Arob
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dolégatibns in turn.” He "dﬁittod :ne&eftheiés;;Afhaf1ﬁéfbre that
morning's mocting he had felt sompwhnt doubtful as to the usofulness

of such sem1~officiﬂl mcctlngs.

Mr. de BOISANGIR (France) had the 1mprassion thrt the Arab
dula&atlons were not meotmng among themselves' as regularly as they had

donu at Lausannu.‘ R

" The' CHAIRMAN had observed that. ﬁmmbers of.the Egyﬁfian.
delegition and of ‘the Syrlan delepation met tO&uthur 1nformally outside
‘working meetings. He enquired whether. the Commission wes in favour of
inviting the Arab da;egationS'in‘tupn‘tq-infopmbi_ﬁsetings.inlalphabutical

' »'drder;”commcnding with the Jordan delegation.. . |

| Mr. YﬂLCIN (Turkey)'bhought that dVbn allowlnp for some
exaggeration, the rumarks madu by tho Isravli dulegation on the' subjcet
of the Arab dblcgatlons gaVO grounaa for thlnklng that thb relations

-----

, betw»»n thenm hod in some way chonged,

, The CHAIRMuN oskcd the Oomm1351on whuthar, when the informal
.v_an1tatlon was made to thc Jordan deleg tmon, it should bu undurstood

. bhat.the dclagatlon would have thc opportunlty of roplylng to hia' own
statement but not of rcplying to the Isreeli momnrandum. ' We ﬂdmittud
it would be diffiecult to prevent the alturnatu ropruSuntatlvo of - Jordan
from broaching the subject,

Mr, de BOISANGER (Francé) saw no objuction to the Jordah
“delegation mak1ng a roply to the Isruell memnrandum durinr the nOuting
in qucstlon, since its romarks would be made on an unofflclal oeeasion,
There was no doubt that the Jordan delegotion regratted the faet that
the Isroeli memorandum had not been published, since that would have
given it the opportunity of publishing an of ficial reply. That was



SR/127
page 7

precisely what the Commission had sought to avoid wheniiﬁ decided'not
to make the memorandum public. If, however, the Jordan delegation’
really wanted to make any observations on the memorandum at an informal

meeting, he, himself, could see no objectlon to its doing sc.

After an axchangb of Tiews,

The Comm1551on, on the proposal of the Chairmany declded to invite - - -

the three urab delegations in turn to meet the Commission on Tuesday, -

1k Februa;gz the- Jordan delegatlon to be 1nv1tcd to attend wt ll el
the Lebanese delegatlon at 4 p.m, . and the dulog tlon of byrla t 5 p m., '

the meeting of the Comm1551on usually held on Frlday to be held on

Thursday, 16 February 1nstead.

Mr, de BOISANGER. (France) said that the members of the Jordan
delegation had reminded him that they attached very reat importance to,h
the question’of compensation for property abandoned by the Arabs in
Palestine. He considered ﬁhat the Commission should come to some agres-
ment on the prlnciples for a suttlemant of the questlon and ruquust the

Israeli delbgatlon to apply thon.

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that,, gcnerally spoaklng, the Israall B

delegation showed itsslf willing tosdlsouss_the,Comm1581on!stprgposals.

in a spirit of compromise.

MP.,BARCO (Unlted States of Amarlca), Ghalrman of thé General
Commlttue, said that, in hlS oplnlon, the mubtlng whlch had ‘taken’ place‘
that morning repressented a step towards a fortunatp turn in the conversa-
tions, He thought it would be advisable to follow the same procedure
at subsequent meetings, placing the conversations on the some footing as
the interviews which the French representative had conducted with the
Arab delegations, but providing for the further clarification of certain

points in so far as the French representative considered it desirable.
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That method of procedure would have the advantnge of aveiding réplics
by the various delegations to both the statement und the memorandum,

Mr. de BOISANGIR (Fronce) agreed that thare was everybhing
to be sald for giﬁing subsequent meetings ﬁhe‘sdmeféharactgr as the

previous one.

On a proposal from the GanRMAN,

The members of the Commission decided to meet thu followmn day, ,
Tuesday 1A February, et 10,45, O m. in order’to exchange. any 1nformwtlon 1
they. mihht 1n the meantlme hove obtaln d beferahmectmpﬁ.tpe Jordan

e ",‘

gulegation o

Objyctions of :the Egyptian delepatlon t0 tho Gdnaral Commlttue*s draft
comminigué on the Reunion of Separatud Fqnilias IRRRREET

The CHATRMAN announced that the Genural Committee had sub~
mitted to the Commission the text ‘of an. amended comnuniqud (83u COM Ga. /
' SR.,51). He asked the Chairman of the Guneral Commlttee +0 ‘outline the
reasons'whlch had-led to varlous modlflcatmons being made t0-the . Orl&lnal
text. ‘ '

, Mr, BARCO (United States of Americ“), Chadrman. of the Genoral
Committee, recalled. that on Friday, 3 February, the’ Princ1pal Sacretory

had informed the. Ganeral Committee that an. 2greement, concluded locally
between Egypt and the Stuta of Israel provided for the return of certain

- . Arab refugees in territory under Egyptian authormty to their families

:r@mainlng 1n Isruul - On’ receipt of that 1nformatlon, the General

aw,Gonmlttee had dacided ‘as on a prQV1ous occ051on, to draw up a comuniqué,

" the text of which was" comunicated to the delegations. of the parties
~¢oncernad with the intimation thﬂt 1t would be’ ruleased to the Prbss the
'following day. '
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The afternoon of the same day, Mr. Labbaﬂe, approaching the
speaker at a meeting of the Trusteeship Council, had informed him that
tha text was unaccepbable and that there had bean no agreement between
Bgypt and Israel, He had gone on to request, that the Geheral Com~
mittee should withhold publication of the communicqué. He (the Chairman
of the General Committee), with the assistance of the Principal Secretary,
had been able to withdraw the communiqué before publication. He had
informed Mr, Labbane of fhe fact, but the latber had returned the com-
munication with an intimation that he regarded it as not having been

addressed to him.

At o meeting héld immediately before the m@eting of the Commission
then in progress, the General Committee had drawn up a new version which
took into account both the remarks’of‘Mr. Labbane and further explanations
given by Mr. Mostapha at the informal meeting held that morning.

Mr. Mostapha had pointed out that the transfer of the persons in question
had been a purely local arraﬁgement and that it was hence not possible

to talk of an 'agreement!, The General Committec had endeavoured to
toke account of that objection which seemed to be the only one raised by
the Egyptian delegation and had modified accordingly the of fanding

sentence in the communiqué,

The CHATRMAN said that the wording of the communigué thus
amended, was correct and seemed to him lrreproachable, He believed
that Mr, Nostapha had had other for broader objections to ‘the text bub
there was no point in going into ther.  The new wording would show that
the Commission had taken account of the observations actually formulated
by the Egyptian representative. . It had to be admitted that the communiqué,
as at first drown up, might have provoked an offieial denial on the part
of the Bgyptian delegation. There was no longer any danger of such an

ogcurrence.,
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Mr. de BOISANGER pointed out that the Egyptian delegation
had raised two kinds of objection to the wording of the communi.qud,
It had, in the first place, . criticisod the rpfuruncc to a direct
abrgemunt bctwecn ugypt and Israel and, in the sucond placp, ‘had given
it to be und»rstood that . the comminiqué dealing with an operation which
the small numbur of persons, tra ansferred rcndurad of no groat importanca,

threa tbndd to convey o false: impression of thu state of the refugee

questlon.

Although he’ did hot sharé tho opinlon of the Bgyptian delegation
on the second point, he could ‘not hulplbupvrucobnisa that thera was an

element of-jusﬁioa‘in its remarks.

Mr, BARCO (United States of America), Chaismoan of the General
Committow,. asked the Comm1s31on, gince 1t approved of’ thu dmanded wording
of the Gommunlqua, ‘whether it considersd it : advisable 'to communicate
ofrosh with o1l the delagatlons concerned,. informing thom that the ,
original text of the communlqué had been withdrawn and that thc General
Committee intended to 1ssue the Pruss the followin - day'w1th a new toxt

o copy -of which would be unClOdeo

This wns‘qgreed

The CHAIRMAN informed members that, at the luncheon to which
he had invited the Israeli dblb)atiOn, he had acquainted the latter with
the desire of the irabs to obtain o broadur interprutatlon of thé word”
"family."  Mr, Eban hadxreplled that thu Israull authorities were prenl
pared to adopt abroader interpretation of the term provided that it did
not lend .to abuses and that’ Arab rufu&eea wers not encouraged to claim,
a8 o precedent. led him to think thay mi ht thu return of an: oX00B8iVe
numbur of wives and chlldrun. ' ‘

Mr, BARCO (United States of - America), Chairman of the Genaral
Committee,; added that Mr, Rafasl had for his port informed him that his
delogation had asked the Israeli Government by telegram to accept a broader
‘1nturpretation of the word "famlly".

. The meeting rose at 5.15 p.m.




