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Hold ,zt the P&As As Nations, Gonl;tvcz, 
on i%x&y, 13 Fohruary 1950, at 3.30 p,m, 

Principal Secr&.ry 

- 
.  

Procedure for the axamination of the Xr;yptinn proposals rtilatip ’ 

to ths refugutis in the Gaze area. 

The CHI',IRMAN said that the Commission had before it r?. working 

paper (Document U/37) p 16 ved by the Sucrtitariat on thu proposals of .pc 

the Egyptinn Gov&nmtint rognrdint; th., 2 r&urn to their lands of certain 

rafugsas in the Gaze: ar&. Hi, himstilf, ha&. not had tk3z to study the 

docwnont, , 

document, he found.hhsolf in entire ngroomont, in principle, with the 

proposals it contninod, 

Mr. YALCIN (Turkey) found thd' Qgptian Gov~rnmcntfs proposals 



Tho CHllIl%;L\M said h3 drew the conclusion that tho Commission 

fi=rovud thu ritfurrnl of the prayosals in quatfon to the Gentiml 

comlnj.ttoc?, 

Hr. di: BOf~~iN~jXt (Frmco) f&SLt that it would be d~sirabla 

for thu .Qgptim d~3+gation to be infomod $hat the Commission had 

transmittud thb dalogztion's propomls to the Gonornl Comittoti nnd . 
that it contomplztsd .sottinc up ~2. ni.mcl comxitteo to study the question4 

Them ~2s much to be said for infotixhg tho delegation in ~clvancc of 

ths ddcisian takm, Thi: Chainmn of the: Gmeral Cmmittcd could convey 

tho infomztion. 

He added that tho Commission need hav3 i?o husitntion in taking tho 

stop since it was Wkaly to be soat favowalLLy recuivd by thcl .&&ptS.tix 

LlGlo@atiCln L 

The: Commission zdo:&xl tho suggestion of Mr, do Boissngur. 

that momin~ mcl hnd iapress4 upon thmtha gravity of the rtifugea 

probla, Both of than had shown ~7. dssirc to seek a' co&.&i& to the . 5 

problox and h-cd r~cogtimcl the dssirability of nagotintions wiW.&ypt ., ,, 

on the question of thw Gaze &a, They expressed surprise that no 

maibar of the Egyptian delegation pros& in Gmcva was so fcr pra>parecl.. 

to undsrt,ak~ dimct ntigotintions on tho question. Th&.r own attitude 

nppunrad to b I: a favournblu and. 

, 1’ 
Procticlurii: for the ,prGph, 

/ The PRI~~CIPI\L'S~CKST,IRY annorincud that, in dtiferon& to 

obsmmtions w&+ by rxmbsrs of the Commission, it would in futurti . 
lx possible! 'co propnrit mom d&xi.lud summy records, in which thu 

discussions would bd POW fully reported. It $muld'also be, possible 

1 
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‘to submit th,mrt to mtimbdrs of the! Commission btiforz thiy WE drznn up 

in final form. It would bs .dexi.rczblo for m&xrs So inform the 

Sdcratnriat as quickly as possible of z.ny corrtictions thoy wish&' to 

h~?vo mzdd to the rtiports of their rtimnrks since such ~n~&~i!nts might 
,, , 

so~rutinws mku it nocossary for other pLI*s&c;~?s in tiht! aummzxy records 
. 

to bo L?.ltdred, : : 
1 

,  .  

Thl: CIc'A'RE;N wits in fnyour af producing more MxAxr6.;ll 

summQ.ry rucordEl more cl0Mi.y npproximating to .a vgypn$in rucord,.but . . 
without their being prutiously submitted to ndmb&? of the Cor&.ssion. 

Should the lrzttor bc ,2bsont or &h&\&se tin~~ud, the pub1icnti.o; of 

summary rucor& might sLi.ffdr undue ~1313~. 'I 
'. 

Mr, de BOTSI‘JJGXR (Fra~cc) for his part,, wo@d @d;y digpcnso 

tith tho need for makin<.; corroctiong to the sLxmxU+y records. Hc askod 

that, in th@ prep,zrction of sull.ulr~ry records, it should be borne in mind 

that rtimarks mada within thti Commission wws expres$+d in fra style 

and thnt it was nectlssary to scizo the gist of them r,zthcr thnn to 

ruproducu ,the nctuol words. Tho Comn5ssion might rtiqutist the Fsincipnl 

Sccratx+yto stjviso thti,draft summary records bclfora publishing them in . : I 
final form, ,, 

The $RIL\TCIPAL SiiCRJTJ'~RY st3t~d that it was his usual prnctica ' 

,to revisa t&‘draft smry'rocords. Hti'considarsd thclt the now 

instructions of the Commission would dn;.lble its'wishas to bo' s&isfnc- 

torily obs$rvttd, 
. s.'.,. .). s . . . ..'. " . 

The CHAIXUN'ssid that members of tho Commission would bo 

satiszied if their ramarks wcr,c Toproduced in the sumrxey recorcls. .' 
without being nbridpd or sumr~rized.. _ , 

. ME. de BOISJ~GER (Frgnca) considered there might be SOW 

disadvclntago in the swrm~ry records being rti&rdud 6s officinl and " ' 

, 



~1s &iring an accurate reflection of the. OpinionS of momburs of the 

Commission, even though they we-v’ a literal reproduction of the words- 

used. 

The PRINCIPAL SECRi3TARY painted. oui that summary. -cords 1 
of the eotission were intended only for its m@mbtirS al@, when th3 cnso ’ 

ilr09~3, for de&egations &es~~t at, ‘the madings. 1-b was however nl.m&t; ’ 

fnavj.table that &er a certatn lapso of time, %he Summary records .:I 

should be oonsiderad us authentic if no roqucsts for correction.. had . , , 
, 

been submitted. 
, ,, ‘, . . ; :, 8. 

., 
.fi, de BOISILNGER (France) pointed out that the disadvantage ’ ,‘, 

” 
of that estate of affairs would. only bctoqme evident if a historian sought 

to ticonstitute the ‘history of the Commission, taking the swiun~zry . . 

records of its met;ltings a8 his sole.source. a, 
’ . /, .” ‘. 

Iv&, YALCIN (Turkuy) 0bserve.d LhilC. history wass,full. of , ” ” ’ 
inaccuraciea~ : ; ,, ” 

1 
.., 

. 
The PRINCIPAL SECRETARY explained that the summa~ records’ ., aI a’, *.. 

‘. 
of commissions wtire e&-nod at United Nations headquarters, wh$re the I. + 
working of each commission was closely followed, It was certain tihaC>‘, ;. 
the ~wrurtzry records of the ConciUnti6n ContisSloti were being closely 

studied for that purpose bu$ a.& study was ‘ctii~fly concerned. with 

qudstions of internal. organizintion, 1, ;.., . 
‘. . . . . . . . .t’ 

&temriews with the Arab d&gations I . ’ ,. 

Mr, 4; BOEW&R (Frsnco) considered that, the Cotissfon should 
decide whether, following on the moating held with. the Eg-ptinn, yepresen- 

tstivo, it +ould oxtend an informal invitation to the ottior ,Firclb 

del.egcLtions. 
,‘. 

He,. himself, had told mombors of the Jordan do2og&ion, 
with whom he had beon in c&,ect, that Egypt’did noi set any’&eed for 

‘. . 
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tha Commission to invite the Arab d&gations to p combined rnotiting for . ' 
tha purpose of replying to the st,?.'cdma.t tide f;.gm the chair, The Jordan 

representatives had apptinrad anxious to havtl the oppo,rtu@ty of replying ' 

to the memorandti submitted by tha Israeli delegation but he had explained . 

that the Commission-saw no point in starting n discu'ssion on that 

memorandum. 

He added that, in his opinion, it would blr: advisable to give 

sepamtd audience,s to.the vcribus I?rcb delegations, 

. . *> *  , 
.The CHAIRMAN thought the Commission should roc&ve the s :' 

delogntions in the course 'of that weak. He recalled the fact thzt the 

Principal Sccratary had ragrettod thpt the mu&inf; hold that morning had 

not bean more official in charactor rind that no official record had been 

made of the views axchangdd, The metiting had given more favourable 

results than he had hoped, One satisfactory outcome of the mwstiulE; had 

been that the Conm-Le,sien ha.;'laarncd that the Egyptian roprosontstive did 

not consider it dasirable to hold a joint metlting of a11 the Arab de&a- 

tions to e&bl$ them to present their observations on the Chairman's 

statement .hnd"tha Israeli ropresentativels memorandum. Hs fait that 

meetings of the type helc$ that morning were a means of onsuring free 

expression'of views. . . 

Mr, Yi;LCIN (Turkey) was doubtful ns $0 iqha extent to which .. 

the Arab delegations could btzl aid to ba still united. Ho .i:von wondered. 

whether there'was any clppenrnnca of unity b&wean thum, since information '1 

he had r&ivGd led h$m to think that' the representative of Jordan was 

not ps-rsori&'+ts to his Arab colloagu~s. 
. '. .: 

: a.The CH$XM.AN said that information..at, his disposal did not 

point to such rz clear cut'conclusion but he bolicvcd that tho unity of 

the. Arab dtilegationi'was beginning to be somewhat shaken. On that 

account, -he considered it oven more dosirtlblo to me& uac?.. of the Arch 



‘3,’ :  
:  4. 

I  ‘,.’ 
.  

tha Egy&ian 

Q~f.qrmally out&do 

,. . ...:‘.' ', I, : 
1, >" Thu CH&UWiN o,$ked tho Comrniss!ion'whuth~ti,~wh'on tho info-1 . _. :' ,*' ,. . 

jnvitntioln was made .to':ho,Jordnn dolegntion, it &ouii be ixnduiMo6d ,' . . ,' '. ,,', . . ,. .,. .,, 
th?!.$hc dolegati~n would bavo the opportunity of'ro~X$in'~ 'to hib'W2 + . . ~.: ..' ,' . .;.,: .tI (.' I. ., 
statement but not of r:opIqzl.nC; to thu Xsrr,e%i, memo&&&* He aclhlittucl 

/ : .. . 
it would bo difficult to pre&t thi nltdsnnte roprd~~ntati~~~~f~'Jordnn 

&o& br6Mhing tha: 'subjtict, . ': ,.' .,,, I: 
'.. ', 

., ., ,', 
1$r, de BOEXNGER (France) saw no objoation to 'the Jo&& 

. . 

.', ;. 3. 0 $ 
in question, since its remarks would be mnde on an uri&ici.aX occn&.on. 

There was no doubt that the Jordan dt?l,tigotion rug&tad the fact that 

the Israeli memorandum had not been mblished, since that would hava 
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preci.sel.y what the Commission had sought to avoid when'it' deckad’fiot 

to make the memorandum public, If, however, the Jordan delegction' 

really wanted to make any observations on -the nzemorandua +t an informal 

meeting, he, himself,, cou+d,see no objection to its doing so. 
,I.. P,., 

After an exchange of views,' 

The Commission, on the proposal of 6h'e Chcii‘Yman; decided..tb in&e ..’ 

the three Arab delegations in turn to meet the Commission on Tuesday,“- 

i4 Februaiy: .ti~~~J.c@cl~,n delegation to be invi@d to attend at 11 a.m., 'I ,...,. I . . . . . . . . . . . c . . . . ., ,* . . . . . . . . 
' ' the Lebanese dol+eg,ntion st II. p.m. and the delegation of Syria at 5 p m .-'> . . , ., .-a.. , 

the meeting of the Commission usually held on Friday to be held on " 

Thursday, 16 Febr&ry instead: 
. 

Mr', de. BOISANGER:(&?ance) said that the members of the Jordan * '. 
delegation liad reminded him that they attached very rest importance to 

the question of compensation for property abandoned by the Arabs in 

Pn1estine. He considtired that the Commission should come to some ngrea- 

ment on the principles for a 'ee'ttla~~~nt of the question ;Ind,requeet the 

Israeli delegation to apply thclii. . 
'. . . 

1 . . '. :. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that,, .genera~ly.spenking, the Israeli 

delegation showed it$&lf willing to, discuss the~,Co@ssion!s:proposals 

in a spirit of .compromiso. I'. ';: t 
% ,. 

. :v ., 
Mr,.BliRCO (United States of Ameriaa), 

4 
Chairman &'th;? General .' : .( I, . ,,. 

Corrrmit:ee, said that, in his opinion, the mtioting w$ch had tnketi'plnce " 
'.. ., ., ,' 

that mornini; represented n stop towards a fortunate turn in the conker& 

He thought it would be advisable to foXlow the s,ame prodedure " ti ons . 

at subsequent meetings, placing the conversations on the sari footing r7.s 

the interviews which the French representative had conducted with the 

Arab delegations, but providing for the further clsrificz~tion of certain 

points in so far as the French representative considered it dusirnble. 
"...1. 



That method of procedure wou3.d hrzve the advantnge of cvoiding r4plios 

by the vlzrious delegations to both the st&ement and the menorandutn, 

Mr. 

to be s’xLd, for 

previous one. 

$0 BOISM&ZR. (FrLulco) ng?eod thaG thera WM bvexything ,, . 

SR.51) * He asked the C,hairman of the General. ,Committae ‘to”o&l.ine the 
,‘, 

rectsons which hlzd..led to vtlri,ounC ‘mbdiffc%tiQns , being madi &ti, the .ori,giMl 
.- 

ta*. .- 
I’ ,C’,. I_ 

:. .’ 
.. : :. “, 

Mr, BARCO (United States of,,Am&&), Ch&ix&n..of tho,,Genaral 

C+&d&&xs; re&xlled , thn?; ?n Fridz~g, 3 February; the’ Fri&ip~~ Se!x~I&.ry 

ha0 infrjrmed the’ @neral Comr&t-&G that. an. .t?greement, concluded l.loeal.ly 

between Egypt and the State of I’sra&LL,~ provided for, the return of oerttsin 
f. 

: ). Aro,b refugrees in territory under Egptian aythority to their, famiJ&s 

‘I rp,maj.r$ng in IsrzGl‘. : 
‘. 

On receipt ,of that infomd&, the Gwcml 
.: _., I G~mmi.ttec had dec$ded,: ‘as on ,ZL p~eqou$ dcacs%oh, $9 q+w up Q comrnuniqu6, 

1 .‘. .I :, I 
’ t,h,e .te& of which w&$’ ‘c*onQnunig~~d to the ‘dslzgations af the parties : I 

,I .q~ncernad, with the intimation thg,t it would be”re&ase$ to, the Press the 
3 . ! 

.PolAo,ting day. ( .,. .‘. 
I *: ,: 8, 1 ’ *. 

t, ;* 
.,.. ’ ,,. ,. - ) :. 
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The (titernoon of the sane day, Nr. Lzbbane, npproaching the 

speakor nt n meeting of the Trusteeship Council, had informed him that 

the text was un&zcepthble and that there hnd been no agreement between 

Egypt and Isr(zel. He had gone on to request, thp"t the General Com- 

mittee should withhold publication of the communiqu8. He (the Chairmzn 

of the General Committee), with the assistlznce of the Principcll Secretary, 

had been able to withdrnw the communique before publicntion, He had 

informed Nr, Labbane of the fact, but the latter had returned the COM- 

munication with an intimcltion thLlt he regarded it as not having been 

addressed to him, 

At a meeting held immediately,bafore the mooting of the Commission 

then in progress, the General Committee had drawn up n new version which 

took into sccount both the romrks of Mr, Labbane and further explanations 

given by Mr, Nostaph,, 1 at the informal meeting held that morning. 

Mr, Mostaphc had pointed out that the transfer of the persons in question 

hod bean 5 purely loch1 arrangement and thnt it we.s hence not possible 

to talk of an l~greementl. The &ncral Committee hsd ondcnvoured to 

take sccount of that objection which seemed to be tha only one raised by 

the Egyptinn dalegntion rend had modified accordingly the offending 

sentence in the corrununiqu6, ._. 

The CHAIRMAN said thnt the wording of the communiqu6 thus 

amended, wt1s correct arid seemed to him irreproachable, He believed 

that Mr. Nostnphc?. hnd had other far‘broader. objootions to,%ho text but 

there W(LS no point in going into then. The new wording would show thcrt 

the Commission had tsken account of the observations actually formulated 

by the Egyptian representative. It tid to bo ndmitted that the communiqub, 

as clt first &awn up, might hove provoked nn officifil denial on the part 

of the Egyptian delegation. 'There wzzs no longer nny dangor of such an 

occurrenc236 
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‘: 
MIT. de BOIS~WGZ~ pointed out that thd Qyptian dsIe@ion 

hti raised two kinds'of objection to the wording of the commutiqub. , 

It had, ;n thy .first pl~ca,,c~iticisod'thi! rcf<rinoe to a direCt 

ngr&mmt between &ypt q.cl JssaaL ,and, in the sticond place, hat;! given 

it to be undoratqod th,zt,:tho ~communiqu0~ de'nliiig $.th an operstion which 

the sm.&L ,number of persons.transferrad rendered of,no ,gro,at importance, .' 
throat&d to convey Q fQa.impre'ssion.of 'the stzt& of the refugee : # 
qieit’ion. ,,, . . , . . 

. . 
.Although.ho' di'd: not shark the opiqion of the Egqotd.nn dc3.egntion ,. 

on the socond,point, ,he 'could'not help'but rdcognisd thztthere WZM nq ., 
dlsment of, justice ,in itb re&r&, 

Mr, BBRCO (U&ed St+tqs ef hl’UY&J,i), Ch&Wn Of the %nera'J. 

Committeia;. asked the Commi.$~ion, since it .approved of' the ‘An&dad wording ':. . . .' 
of the oommunj;guir; 'whether it considtirad it advLs&lc ‘to COmnWXi.C~t~ 

’ , 

3fresh'.dth'dli'the' del&tS.ons Concurnod,-informing th&~hzt the 

ori&-& texti of the cornmuniqu& had ,boen withdrati ~~d'thnt the GO~WSZX 

Corm&ttee Yntendbd'to issue the Fross the fol.lqwin,~~.'cl~y i&th s'new text, I. _ .~ 
a copy,of 'which would he anclosccl. ', ,. 

-': ', 

This w,zs acTreed . . 
\' * " ,,. 

The CHAIRMAN informed members that, xt the luncheon to whzixh 

ho hnd invited the IsmoIi dol.q;ntion, he bd acqx$n$od the latter with 

the desire ,of the A;mb:s to obtnin h bre&.dor Pntqrpr+tion~of the word' 

"f<amily. " &J?; -Eban hndreplidd chat tho IqrguIi authorities were pre-' 

ppzed to pdopt ,?,:brocder'int;;erpre.tation of the tc+,rm provided th&t it dLd , 
not lead.to abuqcs and thht'&b rsfu&os'were not encourqg~d to claim, 

:. : 
as rl, pre.cedant.led.him tb'think they r&&t, the return of an e&e&fve 

number of wives and children. ; ' 

, :  

Mr, BA~CCI ('tjnitad,States of,Americs), Chairman of the Genar~$ I 
Committeeg added that'&, &fael hsd for his part informed him that his 

dola@Lon had asked the IsrcleLi Government by toltigr~ to ccoapt o. broader 

intorpretntion of the word ~lfrsmilyl~, 


