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Present:
Mr. de BOL5.NGER (France) Chairmon
Mr, P.IMER (United States of .merica)
¥r, YALCIN (Turkey)
Hr. de aZC.R.TE ' Principal Secretary

Draft Resolution on the establishment of o Joint Committee on the
Egyptian proposcls concerning the Gazp Refupgees (continued)

The CHATRIM.N stated that he hed had a not very encouraging interview
with Mr, Mostaiz, ot which he had inforually outlined to the Egyptian represent—
ative the Commission's proposel for g Joint Committee. The Egyptian represent—
ative had put forward the view thet it would be necess:ry to make certein in
advence thot the Isrceli delegotion agresd in principle to the proposcls made
by Bgypt. He had also seemed to fear thet if any mention of related questions
were made in the text new problems would promptly be brought before the Joint
Committee, He was anxious that the terms of reference of that Committes be
not extended. He (the Chairiain) had replied to Mr. Mostafa thit he did not
see how it would be possible to avoid touching on related questions, Whereﬁpon,
Mr, Mostefa had said he would shortly hand him (the Cheirman) o note giving his

personal views on the question.
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A11 that had, however, been rendered out of date by the stotement in o
letter from the Israeli representotive, Mr, Rafeel, to the effect thet the
Israecli delegetion considered that the Egyptian proposals had clready been
settled by a recent arrangement between the Isrceli ond Egypticn deleg¢tions‘to
the Mixed nrmistice Commission. Before it could judge to whet extent thet |
-agsertion was correct, the Commission would have to know the detnils of the
agreement. | ,

He proposed that, in the meuntime, a copy of Mr. Rofael!s letter should be
sent to Mr, Mostafa. The Commission should slso write to Mr. Rufeel himsclf to
acknowledge a receipt of his letter, and ct the same time to inform him thot it
expected shortly to receive the text of the mgreement in question together with
the relevant mapé and would come to a conclusion as to whether the first lugyp-
'tian proposal was complotely settled or not after examining the documents, It
should further be pointed out to him thot two other points remeined nonetheless
tutstanding end thet the Commission meintained its proposcl to set up o Joint

Committes, ‘

Mr, RALMER (United States of imeric:.) informed the Commissidn thet he
also had had occesion to raise the question of the Joint Committes with Iir.
Mostafa, who had emphasised the need for first obtaining cn agrecnent in
principle from the Isrneli delegution ond had said he intended to submit to the
Commission & draft projoscl which he himself considered satisfuctory.

He had also had an interview with the Israeli rcprésentative. The
communication addressed by the latter to the Commission wes undoubtedly bused
on en incomplete knowledgé‘of the recent drrangements between the Lgypticn and
Isrdsli delegutions to the Mixed irmistice Commission.

He thought the Israeli delegction had no grounds for thinking thut points
2 end 3 of the Egyptien prowosals had been settled but wos using the recently
concluded arrangement‘as a pretext to set the prowoscls on one éide without
actually refusing to consider them, The Israeli delegation considered points 2
and 3 too limited in sCope.

He agreed that a letter on the liheé indicated,by the Chairman should be
sent to Mr, Rafael. \
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The CH.LIWMIN said he had understood from his conversdtion with kr.
Eban that the Isrceli Governmont wished to propose to the Commission the
addition of further questions to the Joint Committeets terms of roforence. Such
a réqpest might be accepteble and, in order to give an opening to the Iéraeli
delegation, he felt that it should be informed that the Commission still held to

its proposal to establish o Joint Committee.

Mr. Y.LCIN (Turkey) considered thot any anxiety shown by the Egypt
delegotion might be ellayed, if the Isroeli delogetion proposed further questions
for addition to the terms of reference, since the former would then have advonce

knowledge of the questiors that would be raised.

The Commission unanimously agreed that the Chairmen should send Mr. Mbstafg

a copy of Mr. Rafael!s letter and that e letter in the terms outlined by the
Cheirman should be sent to the Israeli representctive. The draft of that letter

would be submitted to the Comiission at its next meeting for its approval.

The CHAIRLN, replying to Mr. PnLMER (United States of america), said
that, in his opinion, the Egyption representative's cnswer would not be in the
form of & letter and the Commission would not therefore be obliged to commun:-

icate it to the Isroeli delegation,

Examinstion of possible future movements of the Commission

Mr, PALMER (United Stateé of imerica) thought that the time had come
to consider whot the Commission planned to do aftor the end of ipril. When the
Commission had moved to Geneve, it hed informed the Huropean Office of the

United Notions that it would like to be provided with offices until thet date.

~ The CHATRMAN remarked that it wes difficult to make any final plens ab
thet stage since the Commission's pro_ramme depended to o certoin extent on the

attitude of the parties concerned.

The PRINCIP.L SECRET.RY pointed out thot when the Commission had
established itself at Geneva it had informed the Secretary-Genercl thet it
expected to stay there for three months, Should it wish to stey longer it would
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be advisable to inform the Dircctor of the Huropean Office o5 soon as possible
thet the Commission contemplated extending its stey ond would like to retoin the

use of the offices it occupied beyond the end of April,
The CHaIRMAN agreed.

Mr. PLIMER (United States of smerica) considered thet if the Comnission
continued its activities beyond the end of ipril; its members might spend soue
time in the Near East, and leave the secretarist behind in Geneva.  Two places
had already been suggesied as possibie temporary hecdquerters, nomely, Istonbul

and Beirut.

Mr, YALCIN (Turkey) declared thet, at Istenbul, excellent accommodetlon
would ‘be provided by the Turkish Government.

- Mr. PLIMER (United States of fmerice) sugsested thet the accommodation
question was not the only one to be considered. The question whether the stoy of
the Commission in the Necr Eost would be long eiough to justify moving the

secretarint and the archives would also have to be oxamined.

The CHATRILN observed that it was difficult to como to o decision ab
that stoge, If a new temporary hesdquarters had to be contemplated, Istanbul
had the advantage over Beirut that delegations from all the porties concerned

could come there.

Mr. PAIMER (United States of imerica), said thot, even if Istenbul
were chosen as the Commissionis headquarters, he himsolf before going snywhere
else would have to ge to Beirut to teke over the dlplOMutiC post to thch he had

been appointed.

Mr. ERALP (Turkcy) sawd that he had gathcrcd from the observetions just
mede by the United Stetes representative thot the lutter saemed to be in favour
“of a brief stay at Istanbul, whereas previously the Commmssion had contemplated

staying there for some time,
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Mr. YalCIN (Turkey) thought that the secretarict might accompany the
Commission to Istanbul but leave the archives at Geneve end retoin reduced

premises there,

Mr, PLLMER (United Stotes of imerica) asked whet were~the new faoctors
likely to emerge in the next four ar six weeks, and which would encble the

Commission to arrive at a decision.

The CHaIRMAN replied thit if the Commission succeeded in getting the
Joint Committees under way which it was endesvouring to eétablish, it would be
dif.icult for it to move in the near future. Should the contrery be the case,
it would be necessary for members of the Commission to return to the Necr Bast
to resume contact with the Governments of the perties directly concerned. The
Commission would be able to decide on the spot and during the tour whether it
should remain at Geneva or go to Istanbul, '

Wha£ever decisions might then be token, it would be advisable either to

notify the Director of the Furopean Office of the United Nations straightaway
that the Commission might hzve either to prolong its stay in Geneva or else to
leave some of its secretorict behind, so that it could retsin its present

offices.

br, PAIMER (United States of america) agreed that the choice of the
Commission!s temporary headquarters could be made during the Commission's visit

to the Near Hzst.

Mr. YaLCIN (Turkey) pointed out that the geographicel situction of
Istahbul would assist the work of the Commission, He asked to be warned

sufficiently in cdvance to enable the Turkish suthorities to mske the necessary

arrangements,

The PRINCIP.L SECHETARY said he wuld abide by the instructions of the
Commission and that the Commission's secretariat, provided the approval of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations was forthcoming, would make whatever

arrangements were best suited to the Commisgsion's needs,
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Date of the next neeting.

The next mecting of the Commission was fixed for the fallowing dey,
Thursday 2 March, at 11 a.m.

The meeting rose ot 5 p.nl.




