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The CHAIW stated that the Commission had been looking forward to 

meeting the Director and the members of the Advisory Commission of the United 

Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East ever 

since it had learned that they would be visiting. Geneva on their way to Beirut. 

Having just resumed the Chairmanship of the Conciliation Commission, it wae 

his privilege to express the pleasure of it,s members and to convey to the 

Advis&y C&mission their best wishes for a successful outcome to their visit 

to the Near East, Those, wishes, which he was expressing not only for himself 

and on behalf of his colleagues but also on bkhalf of the members of their 

Secretariat, were not merely formal ones but a,most cordial expression of good- 

will towards each of the visitors and the, members of their respective staffs, 

The Conciliation Commission appreciated the importance of the Agency’s 

mission and hoped for its accomplishment in the fullest possible measure, It I’ .,,‘. ., ,. ,.,,. ,.*_,_ ,.,, 
realized that the success of that mission might be affected by the outcome of 

the Commission~s continuing efforts’ to work cut the broader aspects. of the 

refugee problem and the overall Palestine problem with Israel and the Arab 

States concerned. The Commission also realised that its own efforts might be 

affected by the progress of the activities of the Agency”in the Near East and 

by the relations it established with the Governments and peop1e.s of >hose 

Arab States, 

He hoped that if, at any time, the members of the ‘Agenay felt that the 

experience of the Commission might be of some help, they would not’ he&.%ate~-to 

consult it. At the satie time, the Commission itself would like to feel ,free 

to’ turn to the Agency for counsel. and atiuistance in those matters in which the 

latter might be of help :, I ,, ‘,’ ; 

The Secretariat of the Conciliation 0ommissio.n had ,prspared some 

suggestions as to how eff ec-bive liaison ,might be maintained: betweenthe two I 
bodies! ’ Copies would be distributed at the ;close of the, mee,ting.,. He hoped 

that, before the members of the Agency left Geneva, an agreoment ‘would be 

reached on the appointment of a liaison officer o 



-_. 

In order. -to: study that question and. any other, matter which the. ,inembers of 

the: Agency might alike to take up, , i&‘.would be desirable for another: :tie,etPng to . . 
9.e held $eforc .thcy left Geneva, ‘., .,, .. Y.. . 1 : ’ ’ 

.I 
The Secretariat of the Conciliation Commiss&n had prep&red ‘a set ‘of 

.documents ., designed to bring out the, relation of, the Commissfon to: the refugee 

. .problom and describe the acti,on taken,.by it to s date6 ‘. The documents, in ’ 

..question wouLd likewise be distributed to the members of the Agency at’ the ’ , 
close of the meeting, Should any of, ,t.hem desire any further.informatiori or 

feel that ‘the Secretariat *of the Commission might be of assistance to’ h%n, he 

wa.s reque.sted ,to get in touch with, the ~PrincipaI Secretary, ‘I I 

% 
The members of the Agency would no doubt be interested to hear i statement 

;by Mr, de. Hotsanger, the retiring Chairman, on his recent visit tb the various 

capitals of the Arab States and to the .Gaga refugee camp ,’ He would al:&.-‘give 

them .hie impress$ons of the. feeling in those,parts regardi’hg the Agency and’ 

its .miss$o,n. They were no doubt well aware of ‘the unpopularity of any tie&hod 

or. projeqt that might appear%to. the, refugees, or be interpreted by their ‘..: ’ 

spokesmen, as designed:%0 .encourage abandonment of their desire to ,return to 

.’ . , ,$hoi.r homes, ,. . s.. . a ,) ../’ 
1 : ., ‘. I . I, ‘. : ;“: ‘. :’ 

Mr. de BOISdNGER said that although the main purpose of -his visit to . 
the N&r East had’ been’ to ‘conduct convers&tions” of’ & po&&.cal character with 

., ,’ ‘_. ,, , ., 
thi Arab &%&&ents and.’ the Government ‘of “Israel, he had had the opportunity . ,. I _’ 
of vf&iti’ng refugee ‘camps, 

. . 
’ at Jericho, Nablus “and Gala D he had’ f onhed ‘the 

,’ :.: ” : :, . . . . ‘. ,I 
op$nirh that Sh’e ‘pdsit~on”$$ the &amps had’ dhanged profoundIL$ sincehis last 8 

.’ :,,. ;:.., *‘. (,. .: I 
visit in April 1949. The Red ‘Cross and the j&e&can Friends’ Service 

Committee ,in par$;iou&as had ~performed admirable ‘hum.anitnri&n tibrkl The camps 

were clean,; the nefugees *.properZy’ housed ,and given’ medical. ‘ti’are; &rid: the’ ’ ,” 

,. , children, we,nt to; so,hooL. I, The, progress- made : tight” @venj’ une’ might ‘say,‘. be” “‘:’ , 
.~desarib.ed; as ,too gre6ti:. : verit abl,e ;m Arab til~ages had ,been bs+xXQi.ti’h~h and $he 

?qp+,atioq was,; incr+,sing,,i .,,; . : ‘: ‘*:: ,, ,‘! ‘. ” . ‘, :’ : ‘,.” _ :“., 
‘. 

I ,,‘. ; ; .I 

As for the state of mind of the refugees.‘?n the cam-&,‘-the rec,eption’which 
” ..? _‘Z, . 6 .‘.*. 

he, as the Commission’s representative, had been accorded in the Gasa area, 



‘. 
I  

ihdicated that’ the work of the Agency might come ,up against certain, 

difficulties,. The general theme of the refugees’ petitions which had been 

handed to him was :, ItWe wish to r&urn .home,, The democratic Fowers bre *he I . 
cause of all ‘our troublea!lt I,,,. .’ ” 

!?he chief aim of the tour he had, just made hgd been to, induce the parties 8 
concerned to accept a plan proposed by the.,@?u@.ssion, which sought at, one and I 
the same time to take account of Israel 1 s desire, to,, open direct negotiations 

I 
and of the desire of the Arab States that. the Commiss+on~ s.hould mediate ., I 
between the parties, To that end3 the, Commissiqn had: proposed.‘that, ,&.. the ,. 
parties conoerned should meet in committees, the bases for discussion being 

., 
..,s ;’ ‘: : j 

furnished by the Commission., 
,. ,/‘, 

,, ,. t : , ‘, ,;. ;,,, ,; , : 

The State of Israel had’not. yet given any. answer to those. propos,als, and .,, ‘,’ 
ita reply would depend. on its rea,ction, ta .the stateme,nts ,,of the, Arab ,League,, : 
The view of the Arab Governments, .as expreas,ed :by the Egyptian Mi,nSstcr, qor 9 . . 
Foreign Affairs in the ‘presence of. the .Seo.retery., .of the Arab ,League, ,,was that 

the Arab Governments were not unfavourably disposed .to the, establishment of ,. ,‘, ,” 
Mixed Technical Committees, provided that an agreement in principle? ,bearing . . 
primarily on the refugee question and reoognizing the latter’s right to return 

to their homes were first of all reached, ’ ; ,” ,’ ” I’~, 
::,,,, :- t “, ‘. (,, ,,’ 

The mission of the ,Agenc,y being,, ,, ,,_ to some extent, ‘bound “up’with the ouicome .., ‘. .i >’ ” y. . . . 
of the .Conciliation CommissionIs work,, ,, any ,+x~cc&& ‘the J’atter’ n&ght ‘have <in r 

*.gradually +q+g ,&he foundat,$cns .of a’ settle&&t would undoubtedly’ &e&t I i.’ ,.,, “:,I. .,. 
favourably :on the, work, of. the Agepcy.‘:“’ .,, ‘F’or the moment, ‘however;“ the &$ency ‘, ., _” .’ 
would be ,confronted ,with serious difficulties, 

ST’, ,. :... ::. .’ : ,’ 
. ‘.,: ,,‘,,, ‘.,, x . ,‘,1:’ . . .,.* :I .’ *” ‘. .,,’ 

The members .of the Agency; ~.foy,.~their ‘part., .#could rencjer the Commission a . , : ,’ ..“” : 
s&vice by.‘~oint’ing ‘;ou%, in ithe :course.,nf.,t,heir conve,rs,at,ions ;Irith,,the i. .j : .‘, .‘j’ 
repxk&eti&tiirM of, %he Arab Gcw&sP~@~$B,, ,. t4at ?$f: o$& ,ppsslk?le:,spl~~~~n, ,of the .‘-, ,, 
refugee problem was to settle the largest possible numkyer of, the?,,{@ ,+re&s not : ,,; ;., ,. 

> * .‘, o,c&p+!d,, by. &a$, So ,far, t$e Arab States,,h?d been unwilling to recdgnize , ’ / : ‘( .: ‘, ,, ,. ‘~ ,’ “.’ ‘. ,. ‘. . . 
, ,th+t fac$, !hough it,,wa$ self-evident. .(. 

.) . ...’ ,‘. .;, :,‘. “,:I ,., ,,,. : (. ‘, ,,,... ;. ,,” “,_ . ,, 
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JXajor-General IQ3RNEDY, Director, United Wations Relief and Vorks 

Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Nocr East, spec"king on behalf of the kigtincy, 

thanked the‘%ommission for tht; welcome czccorded it. 

As the Commission wc?.s no doubt aware, ths members of the Agency had so far I 

held only one informal end, tha.t very morning, one official moating, Although 

he and his colleagues rtizJi.sed the difficulties thnt 3;Wllittid them, the CoriL5ssionla 

explanations had given them 5 deeper insight into the nitturG of those difficulties. 

They were likewise conscious of thti fact tho.t the functions of the Commission and 

the' Agency ware interlobked and that cz.re would ha.vs to be taken to prevent any 

over-lapping or encroachment upon their respective fields md to ensure smooth 

collaboration. It wrzs with that icl~:a. in mind that the members of the Agency 

would examine the proposztl for establishing liaison shortly to be handed to them, 

The Agency was i~nxious BS far as possibl a to avoid touching on the political s 

as$ects of the NOW East problem, its essential tctsk being; to effect the transi- 

tion from a system of relief pure rind simple to i3. nixed system of r&ief Xld 

works. 

There were some questions which the member s of the iigency wished to raise 

but they would prefer to study the docwatintGti.on placed at their disposal by the 

Commission before.doing so. 

He:wishod once again to thank the Commission on behalf of the Agency for 

having given the lt?tter the benefit of its own&eri~~e 2nd hoped that, with 

time, the Agency, in its turn, would be able to rsnd~ similar assistance to the 
_: ,. 

Commission, 

Mr. BLADFCLLD (United Stztes of America - Ch&rlitin of tha lidvisury 

Commission) said that in expressing his appreciation of the welcome given it by 

the Conciliation Commission, thti Director of the Agency had faithfully intarprcted 

the feelings of the ridvisory Com&ssion. " The problam for the Agency was to 

integrate the refugees into the economy of the Arab States, With thnt end in 

view, it would be necessary for it to eXChrihge information with the Concilia;tion 

Commission. It W;LS not, however, its‘ intention to complicate the Conmissionts 

task but rather to assist it as much as possible, 



At the meeting thlzt morning, the rzmbors of the Advisory Cora,tission had 

concl~chd that it would bc prtifor:!,ble not tti Give any publicity to the arrnge- 

merits that might be m&e between ,the Agency and the Conciliation ComA.ssion, in 

order to avoid givin, Q a false impression of the I: al nature of the Agency's work 

,znd to make it quite clear tnat it had nothin;.; to do with the effort to promote 

conciliation. 

Once the members of the Agency had lr&t to study the dooulunta$ion submitted 

by the Commission, it would bi: necessary for the two bodies.to meet &gain to come to 

an agreement on the nature of their future relationship, 

The Agency was ankious as far as possible to reduce the nwnb‘ar of its 

~'custonlersl' , and since the refugees of the Gaza area were one'of the main 

problems, he was interested to noto that the queskion of adjusting the boundary 

line in the area in which the Gaza refuge es were living had bezn raised, Land 

would be grateful if the Commission would explain the present position, He 

had also Gathered that, at ctirtain plactis, the refugees, being cut off from 

their lands by the boundary line, were unable to cultivate then. Tho Agency 

would be ,gateful for further details on that question also, 

The CLLR'KAN thought it preferable for the replies to the various 

questions put to be $,vtin in writing, and supplemented by further documentation. 

The docwnents could be got ready very quickly by the Secretariat so that the 

menlbers of the Agency couUl study them beforo the next neeting, whichhe 

suggested fixing for Wednesday, 12 April, at 12 FLAIR 1 

It was so at-gyx& 

The CHAIRMAN added that he Was fully conscious of ihe fact that the 

. missions of the two bodies, though both were helping to foster'econotic stFzbility 

and peace, were none the less different in character, The Commission whibh 

likewise had no desire to give ,publicity to the arrangements made between it and 

the Agency, would like to propose, for tho'consideration of the Agency; 'that 
' .. 

such arrangements should consist in the,appointment of a Liaison officer, ' 



Mr, BLANDFORD (United States of America - Chairman of the Advisory 

Commission) said that, without prejudice to the question of the political status 

of the 200,000 refugees in the Gaza area and the 270,000 refugees from Arab 

Palestine, the Agency was also anxious to know what the Commission's intentions 

were with re,l;ard to the question of thr: assets of those refugees. 

Major-General KENNlJDY, Director of the United Nations Relief and 

Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, was also anxious to know 

how the question of compensation stood, since a favourable settlement of that 

question, by making it possible to inform the Arabs that their losses would be 

made good, was bound to facilitate the work of the Agency. 

The CX-II‘JR&N pointed out that the host countries would be more inclined 

to accept refugees once that question had been settled, 

In the course of a discussion on the communiqu8 to be issued relatins to 

the current meeting, Mr. de StJNT-H;&DOUIN (France - Advisory Commission) 

expressed the view that it would be advisable to state that the two bodies had, 

that day at Geneva, consulted each other in pursuance of the directive given 

in General Assembly Resolution No, 302(IV) of 8 December 1949, 

It was agreed that the Principal Secretary of the Commission should be 

requested to draft a communique ' to be submitted to the Director of the Relief 

and Works Agency and the Chairman of the Advisory Commission before being issued. 

The meetin,:! rose at 4,?~0 pAm4 


