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SUMMARY RECORD OF THE ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-FOURTH MEETING

Held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva,
on Monday, 15 May 1950, at 11 a.ms

Presents :
' Mr, PAIMER (United States of America) Chairman
Mr, de BOISANGER {France)
Mr. ERLAP* . (Turkey)
Mr. de AZCARATE Principal Secretary
¥ Alternate

1, Publicity to be ziven to the Commission's note of 11 May 1950

The CHAIRMAN recalled that it had been agreed at the previous meeting
that the Commission showld that day decide on the publicity to be given to its
note of 11 May to the Govermments of the Arab States and the Israell Government,
A11 the Goverrments concerned should by now be in possession of the note, and.
the Egyptian and Israeli delegations had already acknowledged its receipt.

Henece the time seemed to have come to issue a press release regarding the note.

The PRINCIPAL SECRETARY asked whether the press release should merely
state that the Gommiésion , following on the replies from the Arab Government
and the Israeli Government to its Memorandum of 29 March 1950, had sent the
Governments concerned a note on the subject of the negotiations which, it
proposed, should take place in the early future, or whether the contentg of
the note should be swumarized,
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Mr, de BOISANGER (Frence) thought it might be stated that the replies
by the various Govermments to the Commissiori"sMer@orandum of 29 March 1950
volced no objection to the applica'bion of the procedure suggested by the
Commssion. To preclude any possible confusion, it would also be necessary to
‘spoclfy that the Commission had requested the Govermments to send repregentatives
fully empowered_ to act on their behalf, to negotiate in the Mixed Committeess

The CHAIRMAN endorsed Mr. de Boisanser's suggeations and sgreed that
it should be stated that the replies of ‘the various Govermments offered the
possibility of putiing :Lnto effect the procedure envisaged by the Commission
in its Memorendum. It might be preferable, he submitted, not to mention the
daete proposed by the Commission for the opening of negotiations in Geneva, and
to state simply that the negotiations in question would take place at an early
dates ‘

The PRINCIPAL SECRETARY read out a draft tejc’d for the press roleasel

"Having considered the replics of the parties to its memorandum of 29
March 1950, the Coneiliation Commission has concluded that these replics offer
 the possibility of putting into effect the procedure envisaged in ‘the above
memorandum. In a note dated 11 May addressed to the Governments .concerned',! the
Commission has therefore cxpressed the hope that in the negotiations of the
Mixed Committees to be established under this procedure, these Govermments will
be represented by delegates fully empowerod to act on their behalf. The
Commission has informod the interested partics that these negotiations could

"begin in Geneva at an carly date.!

The draft text of the pross release wag approved,and it was decided
to cormunicate it without delay to the journalists acéredited to the United
Nationse .

2+ Organizetion of the Commission'!s work

- The CIMIRMAN suogested that during tho current week, the Cormisgsion
should concentrate on organizational questions with a view to decicing on &
working mc‘thod for the negotiations scheduled to open on 23 May. -

The Secretariat, he announced, was now- engaged 1n-prepar1ng a document
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on the matter which the Conmission could oxanine at its noeting the following
day.

Mr. de BOISANGER (France) said he had had a talk with Mr. Mostafa
on the question of the compensation to be granted to the recfugees and had
pointed out in that connection that the Cormission would first of all have to
go into the mattor with tho Israell Government, which was to grant that
componsations The Comnission should, he thought, do so fairly soon, since the
settlement of the compensation question would undoubtedly contribute towards a

settlement of the refugee problema -

The CHAIRMAN 6bserved that judging by the present trend of the
refugee situation, it looked as if the refugecs were gradually coming to aecept
the idea of staying where they were in viow of the disappointments experienced
by many rofugecs who had sought to roturn to thoir homess That new situation
might posesibly facilitate the sottlement of the rofugee quostion. In any case,
if the Isracli Government sent delegates fully empowered to act on 1ts behalf
in the forthcoming negotiations, it might be fonsibleo to take up with then the
refugee questioh in general and the compensation question in particular.

The meoting rose at 1l.45 aeng




