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SUMMARY R4CORD OF Thi ONA HUNDRED AND FIFTY-sIGHTH MASTING

Held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva,
on Monday, 22 May 1950, at 1l a.m.

Present:
Mr, PALMIR | ﬂ (United States of America) Chairman
Mr, de BOISANGZR (France)
Mr, ERALP* (Turkey)
Mr, de AZCARATE - Principal Secretary

3 Alternate

1. Replies from the parties to the Commission's Note of 11 May 19%0

The CHAIRMAN said that the Commission had received replies to its
Note of 11 May 1950 from the Governments of the Arab States and the Israeli
Government, The Govarnments of dgypt, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria had sent
the Commission a joint reply, while the Lebaneses Govarmment had also sent a
separate reply to the Note, indicating its complete agreement with the.
decision of the Political Committee of the Arab League, and stating that
Mr, Mikaoui was at the Commission's disposal to give any further explanation

that might bs needed,

Thé'Israali Governmeni:, in its reply to the Commission's Nots, stated
that the attitude of the Arab States to a peace sattlement did not ssem such

as to justify sending repressnbtatives to Genava.
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The CHAIRMAN thought the Commission should take nots of the replies,
which might bs followed by other ssparate repliss from some of ths Arab
States, and should await further dsvelopmants.

He read a telegram from Mr, Guimper concerning conversations hs had

had in Amman, It appeared that the Jordan Government approved the main
lines of the reply from the Arab Stales,

Summing up, the CHAIRMAN expressed the view that the replies should
be studied more thoroughly, and that the Commission should wait and sse how

the situation dsveloped,

Thers was some discussion, in which the CHATIRMAN, Mr, de BOISANGER
(Franca), Mr. ERALP (Turkey) and the PRINCIPAL SECRETARY took part, as to
whathsr the press should be informed that ths parties concerned had raplied
to the Commission's Note of 11 May; and if so, whether they should be given
details of the gist of the replies,

It was finally decided to answer inguiries from journalists with the

statement that replies had been recaived to the Commission's Note of 11 May

and were being studied by the Commission,

2. Analysis of Paragraph 1l of the General Assembly Resolution of
11 December 1948 (Working Paper W/45) |

Ths CHAIRMAN thought that the study preparsd by the Secretariat was
of rsal significance and threw valuable light on a number of important points,
He maintained that in the matter of ths refugess the Commission was still
responsible for the questions of repatriation, rescttlement, sconomic and
social rehabilitation, and compsnsation, He suggested that a memorandum be
preparsd giving all the arguments and facts submitted by the Israeli Government

to justify its negative attitude towards the return of the rsfugees,

It was decided that the Secrstariat should prepare such a document.
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Mr. ERALP (Turxey) pointsd out that although the relief, ressttlement
and rehabilitation aspscts of the rafugee problem had been entrusted to the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency, the Commission was neverthsless under

an obligation to keep a general eye on those questions,

Mr. de BOISANGER (France) asked whether the Genesral Assembly
Resolution setting up the United Nations Relief and Works Agency contained

any wording relieving the Commission of its responsibilities.

The FRINCIPAL S&CRATARY said that no such wording appeafed in the
Genesral Assambly Resolution, and that the Commission remained fully responsible

for the political aspects of ths problem of repatriation and resettlement.

The CHAIRMAN felt that in that case the passage in Part II of
Document W/45 referring to the Commission's obligations might be drafted in
more general terms to avold giving the impression that thare was such a

precise division of labour,

It was so dscided.

3. Qable to Gensral Riley

The SaCR4TARY of the Commission rsad a cable to be sent to General
Riley in reply to one of his reports to the Secretary-General (See SR/157).

The text of the cable was approved,

The meeting rosgse at 1.1_.55 8.0



