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SUMMARY RECORD OF THE SIXTEENTH MEETING

Held at the K:Lng David Hotel, Jerusalem,
on Sunday, 27 February 1949, at 4 p.m.

Present: Mr, Ethridge'™ (U.S,A.) - Chairman

Mr., de Boisanger (France)
Mr, Yalchin® =~ (Turkey) , ‘
Mr, Azcarate ~ Principal Secretary
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General discussion of future work and plans; report of the Comr_nission te the
Secreuarvr-(}eneral ' ‘ o

The Commission had before it a paper prepsr.ed by the Secretariat on the gtand baken
b" the Governments of the Arab States and of Israel with regard to the tasks entruqted
o the Gomm:.ssn.on by the General Aqsemb]v., |

Mr, paoopRarms explalned that the purpose of the nape ;Ja; to give a comoard’rlva.
anaiysis of the attitude of the Govermmentsa concerned on all points discussed. ‘He‘
%isiiggest@d that the paper might form the busis of a draft of the Commiésion!s"report o
"i‘&‘zé"iSecretary-—(}eneral. . The General Assembly's resolution instructed the Conuni,‘svsion to !
Subfit progress reports to the Secretary-General; the Commission might wish to report at
‘;‘th:i,.s svage on 'the‘Sifu;at'iéh-‘:‘Which had emerged from the talizy, and ondts positica with
Je{;ard'tosuch qu’estions as Jefusalem, the zuiugee probliem, and the proposed corﬁ"efenc’e
of Avab vaermnents. If des:.red the Secretariat could submit a draft of suc'h a report
for the Comm:n.solon’s cons:l.der J.t.'.l on by Tuesday, 1 March,
In the Op.mion of Mr, de BOISANGER the roport should state clearly in wwt way the
Comm:.ssz.on envisaged l'bS task not only as regards the questlons discussed with the Arao
and Israeli Govermnent"s“.’"’buﬁ a‘lso concerning the ma-u‘ter of the _assump'ulon by the Commission
of the Actlng Medlatorfs functlons. ‘Hé‘ pointed out that thé General Assembly!vs resolution
| pT'O"\r'i ded for the takihg over by the Commmcion, if it saw i‘l'L, of all the functions now
. lassigned tQ ther Ac@Lrié 'Med'ia"'t'l,ér.,‘: | | |
| The CH,ZL\:IRMAI"\f“éﬁégés‘ted that the draft repov‘*” should cmﬁipr’is'e three parts: (2) an
_ excplanatlon of the reasons why the Commission had not yet taken over any of the Acting
Medlator's fuhctlons, (b) a sectlon glVlng the - substance ‘of the last part of the |

Secretarl'at!s pgaper"'and (c) a section giving the subSUmce ‘of the fir st part of the paper,

N ‘--.‘5 ’

- He noted theg Commisslon!s agreemert to that suggestlon',;
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Meeting with Arab Governments . , !

My, YALCHIN (Turkey) proposed that the meeting should be arranged for 21 March in

- \Beirut

_The Commi'seion‘ egreed in princiﬁie ‘to that proposal.

In the CHAIRMAN'e opinion, the letter of invitation shouid be s0 worded as to
indicate clearly that t he purpose of the meetlng was discuss:Lon not only of the refugee
- problem but of other questions as well, He requested the Frenoh representative to draft .eg
letter, which should be for the signe'oure of a1l three members of the Commission. |

Appomtment of refugee expert

Mr, BARNES expleined that he had interviewed Mr, Tellec and considered him well
qualified for the worl\; to be done, owing to his technical and administrative experience,

Enovéi'edge of the countr;v, and good standing with the Arabs, He was at present assoclated

w:Lth Mr. Griffis s Who might be willing to releese him to work with the. Commigsion, If th%
Commission approved of his work as consulting expert, he might later be entrusted with théﬁf
long-term task oi' re»-settlement |

The CHAIRMAN proposed that. Mr. Barnes should go to Beirut at :once, interv:Lew Mr, Gr*fﬁ‘
L‘egax‘dlng the release of Mr, Tellec, end, if the conversations were sucoessful return in
two days w1th Mr Tellec in order that the latter might be interviewed by the Comrnission.

Telegram from the D1rector-General Internatlonal Refugee Organization

- The CHAIRMAN reported that he had had o = wvorsation with My, Flsher of the Jo:l.nt
Distrlbution Committee, during which the latter had communlcated to hlm the text of -
resolut:n.on No. 6, adopted by the Execative Committee of the Internationel Refugee
Organlzation on 28 January. The resolution prov:Lded .
| "a) that before assisting the movement or making payment for

t.he tre.nsporta.tlon costs of . persons emigrating to’

»Palestine and ad jacent vcount,ries whose journeys originete S

“after 31 Jamary 1949t he .Director—(}eneral sholilci consult

the Gonciiietion Commiseion with respect to such transport-

ation end that payment for "»ea,me shall be conditional on

verif:l.cation of eliglbility and on priority being given to
refug,ees end dieplaced persons vwho are a‘o present in IR0

cemps or who ha.ve been for some months in trensit in various

Countries v n etC

Mr P

Fisher had obeemred that the resolution ‘would afi‘ect 50 OOO rei‘ugees arriving in
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Palestine during the current year; he Hoped that the Commission would not reply
in such a way as to obstruct payment of transportation costs. |

VThe Chairman felt that three courses of ;ction were open to the Commlssion:
(1) it could decllne to t ake any stand in the matter, consmderlng that the
responsibility belonged entirely to the International Refugee Organization;
(2) it could reply that it had no objection to the movement, provided the refugee-
problem in Palestine would not be further complicated thereby; or (3) it could
give its outright approval., The third course he considered dangerous and
probably detrimental to the Commission'svposition of impartiality; he preferred
the second,

\The Chairman noted the Commission's agreement to defer a decision until

after its meeting with Mr, Tuck the following day,

Letter fromthe League of Red Cross Societies

{
The Chairman noted the Commission's agreement to interview Mr., de Rouge
on Friday, 4 March,

Letter from the "Federation Mondiale des Associations pour les Nations Unies!

- The Chairman noted the Commission's agreement to acknowledge Mr. Ennals!

letter,

Letter from Lt, Col, Abdullah Tell; telegram from Mr, John Asfour

The Chairman proposed that the Commission should designate one of its
political officers to obtain more precise information on the cases reported.
The Commission could then request an opinion from its legal adviser, and

communicate its decision to the Military Governor and Mr. Asfour.

'The meeting rose at 6:15 p,m,-



