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The &&DWUT opened the meeting by welcoming the reyxeaentativen of the 

Hamallah Refugee, Congem, and exposaed the gxatlfication of the Palea’tiIla 

Conciliation Comiasion at being ab2.0 to give them an opportmity of explainl~$ 
the views 02 the paLestine Arab RaPugees, r~hoss fate it was consid~in~ r$:Lth 

close atkmtiorh 



-,,kh@,.propoul-by of absex$ee owners 0 A. ILaw had ‘been adoptad in’Tera31 on. 31’ July 

I$[jO aathorizina $ha Winls%er of Finance to EIEJ~ u$ a %welopmenb' Au'LhooriLy" I 

3nJoyin~~ $133 ao2.3’ ri&~t .-to accr,uise the propsrty a% abrrentse owrmrs a-t a prick? 

nQt J.ma thim the official V?&U&3 of that propas$y based on grioes 2uLing in 

P,alest$~~e i.n. 19450 what, W,S ~IJ absolu-teLy arbitrauly viol?a%ion 02 %he sacrod’ 

fight of ths Endivid.u&X -to disgorre freely of $SEI propxt;y, and there waB no 
known~ ax,ampla of $hat k$nd OP proced~~o in th3 history 02 any c%vilizsd cauxxtry. 

Moreover that rna~~ lic;uida-tion of &ab property had apparently been or@nized 

,:qr$th ,the .in%en’cion of Baying a IIXQI turn to the Arab S’tatat3 which had r@GCdVd a 

certain number af refugees In khe%r texW.lorles. Thus the Za$tor no-t onJ.y.~an 
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would accept compensation for their property could be ascertained From the 

replies received D The re.fugeea, h,e stressed,, cons-l&red property rights RS 

Bacred and protested sLrongLy against the .j3aLe of ‘their prclpexty b,y, the Jewish 

authorities 1 b%ere the latter had oampleted a saxe,, the transaction should be 

considered as having been made on the basis of the value of the property in 

question .at the gime of the termination of the @itish, Mandate 1 

,’ .’ 
Mr, RU?,TU A?&3, (Turkey) reco.gnized the sanctity of prqperty right8 

and added that’ the, question of the sale of, Arab property .located in J&wish 

territory did not arise, under the, terms of the. General. Assembly’s resolut;ion 

of 1% December 1948, which simply dealt with the return of the refugeea or the 

payment to them qf compensation,, 

Mr e AZIZ SHII$DBH (GenFral Secretary of the Ramal!,ah Refugee Congrefis) 

observed that the Congress, at its first meetir,g, had adopted a resolution 

expressing the refuges+ r +sfsten+ claim that their right to reS;urn home should 

be recognized without awaiting the settlement on the political level of, que,stians 

outstanding, betwee the Arab States and Israel, He also pointed out that the 

, lonees the d~jlay in solving the refugee problsm, the mre involved it became, 

and that it was ess;ent;ial, in the ,Interests of ‘c;lae refugeea, IX resolve it at 

the earliest possible moment: its solution had already been too long delayed. 

It was obvious, $e aaged, that vigorous action by the United Nations in that , 

directl.on coul? help,, tp. so&ve. the problem which was of such vital concern to 

the thous,ands of PaLest$ne Arabs who were the victims of a situation for which 

they were not responsible. 

,,I 
The CHAIRY~N thanked the delegation of the Ramallah Refugee Congress 

for its extremely useful information and assured it that,the Conciliation 

Commission had taken.careful note of ita observations and would do its utmost 

to find the .desired solution for the .refugee probLem, the i,mportance of which 

it fully realized. 

The meet- rose at 6 p .m. -- 


