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The CHA.CRMAN opened the meeting by welcoming the representatives of the
Remellah Refugee Congress, and expressed the gx'a'bification of the Palestine
Concilistion Commiseion &t being eble to give them an opportunity ol explaining
the views of the Palestine Areb Refugees, whose fate it was considering with

cloge attention.

Mr, AZIZ SHIHATEH (General Secretary oi the Ramallah Goneral Reiuvgoe
Congress) thenked the. Chaix‘gian fqr his words of welcome, . He was gled to have
the opportunity 6f éckiuﬁintiné the Conciliation Commission with the views of Uhe
refugees whose interests the Ramallah Congress wag defending and who had had no
poesibility since the Lausanne meetings, or for about the space of ome year, Of
making & gtatement hefore the Commlssion. ;

He would like firet of all to mention the difficulties encountered by
the Rﬂm&llé«hlcbngwesa in its tagk of protecting bthe refugees owing to the
obatacles placed in its way by the Jordan Govermment, which had provénted it From
collecting the necessery funda for continuing ite work and Just resently had
actually forbidden it to hold meetings. He would also like to ax'éiw “the
Commisslon's attention to the fact that the Palssiine Axrab 'refﬁgee‘s ghould be
- considered party to all discusalony or negobiations connected with the solution of
thelir problems, and should be consulted as such in regerd to any suggestions
made by eny of the negotilaling partles on gquestions concerning ‘them.

Ay the last interyiew it had had; with the.Conciliation Commission at
Lausanne on 13 May 1949, the “délegation of the Gensral Refugee Congress had
formulated & nuwmber of practical proposals. It had proposed, inter alia, the
establishment of a Joint Inveastigation Commisglon to study locally -- in
Palestine - the prewent position in respect of Arsb propertys The Refugee
Congress had expressed Llts readiness to supply the parties concerned with a
fectval study vhich would help to determine the practical basils on which
compensation shovld be paid o refugee owners of properhy situsted in Isrsel
territory. Since the siudy required o thorough lmowledge of the situation , the
Refuges Congress had urged thet the Arvebd members of the proposed Comnission shiould
be chogen from among those Palestinian Arabs primerily concerned with the
question, with which they had long been familiar, The Remallah Refuges Congresa
still took the view that a study of that kind was esgentiel as & means of helping
the refugees to exemine and solve theilr problems in a realistic Bpirit,
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v Turndng to: the question of the sssistance given to refugees, he pointed
out that wheress, on ths - one hand, the United Nations had succesded in obtaining
the necessary funds for finomcing & large-acale works programme  in thd Near Jast
which would provide a.certain number of refugees witk a livelihood, the Jews: on
Ahe cther hand hed been asctively engeged.in f£illing the vacancies lel% by the .
exodus -of the Avabg who had fled from the terwrltories. ioccupled by Ierael, thus.

i effgotively: vendering the retwrn of the relugees impadeible, ~That serious
queation, which roguired.an immediate solutlon, had not been dealt with so far,

wiexcept. i academic discussions bearing mainly on the lnterpretetion of bhe .
Commissionts: texms of reference in that field, but not going to the root of the .

" probleme: S ’ -

-~ ... 'The:Refugee Congresd, in & memorandum submitted to the Conciliation
Commignion:on L. February Last. (document ORG/33) , hed suggestoed i_;he- esteblishment
of an-ad hoc body to collect full particulard of the property vf ‘the refugees
now in Israeli-occupied bterritory with a view to an asgesement ol the losses
cgustained by the Arabg who had been compelled to flee from that territory, and ‘.
hence the payment .of the compensation to which they were entitled, The B -
finsncisl, vesources of the refugee orginizations were at prosent insufficlent
to cape with that toske.. Nevertheless, it would be idle to attempl to settle
the questlon of compensation in the absence of a sound basis of assessment which
only ‘a: atudy vndertaken by e qualified Dbody could provide. Furthermore, as the
Conciliation Commisslon waé awere, the Jews had recently begun liguidating Arab -
Properties, the administration of which had been handed over to the Irusles fdx‘
. the property of absentee owners., A law had been adopted in Israel on 3L July
1950 euwthorizing the Minister of Finance to selt up & "Development Authority" .
enjoying the sole right to acauire the propsrty of ebsentee owners 8t & price
not less than the official value of that property based on prices ruling in ‘
Palestine in 1945, That was an absolubely arbitrary violabion of the sacred
right of the individuwel to dispose freely of his property, and there was no
knovry example of that kind of procedurc in the history of eny civilized country.
Moreover that mass liguidation of Arab property hed apparently been organized
~with the intentlion of paying & lump sum to the Arab States which had re‘ceivéd a
certain number of refugees in thelr territories. = Thus the latber not only -'::‘an
the risk of losing their property, but also of not receiving the financial
compengation to which they were entitled. The Arab owners would like to infoym
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the (,onmli@tlon Comm:l sajon tha.t Lhe Bolutj.ons ab present contemplated by the Jews
were LObdll,/ unaucuﬁ:.dble H :m’L they vrpcci the (,onnnlasxon Lwou@'h the agenoy of
thc Banlall&h (,unpmqa ; Lo uno all its aubhority l,o protecb Arab property Lrom
measur g oonbx'iwv o Lhd mogt elamenbclry metice. He also wisied to point oub
th’tb the poqﬂ,lon of tbe Arab refugees was becoming alerming. Only & vevry gmall
number of t‘xem had been able Lo re-gettle, end it was quite cletr what the worke
prog,rcumne mcen ly propopecl whmlo providing momentary reliel, woulrl. not produce &
final sglu‘t_i,on to the problem. I vwag imposgible ko close one's eyes. Lo the
i‘alc{'. btha'b that long drawn out situation was having disturping psychologj;'j..cm.l cifocts
on Lho Ambq @OIWOI‘O-]_'L;Y which Communist pr op&pfm&a had not ;E‘ailed to exploit. . The
Rams.hllah Iaaiu 190 (,ongresu foll that the time had come to prove to the Arab reiugoes
by ef“"ectj vo and vigorous measures that the democracies were capuble of protecting
the:ll" in erop e emd golving thelr problems., The Remellaeh Congress was woll
ewers of Ghe arduous weture of the Concilistion Commission's e agl, and it wos fox
that reascon that 1L wished Lo puk .ﬁor‘ward the following proposalss

(a) Tha (Jonmla.at.um Cmmﬁfjmoay in ite fipal report to the Goxwe:r'al lmﬂem”bl y,
should - p01nL out that the only solition for the refugee problem wae the
implementetion of the 1 ~1( Partition Plan by the cecurdhy Councll which,. aftex
the recen'b‘ avants in. Koraa , eould no longer cladm that it lecked the means to
ep;foroe ity deciglong:. | | ‘

' (b) Pending the implemo:ﬂsatmﬂ ol Lkub decision, the refugecs domiciled ol .
residing in Arab Lterrltory nod under Isreeli conty ol shouid be authorized to
return home lmmed_ldrtely:

(e) The quﬂs tion of Awab property in lsraell~occupied territory could only be
resolved by & solutlon haklng due account of the ownersi interesis;

(d) Provision should be made, in the event of the establishment of &
comlttee or sub-comulbtes Lo randle the question of the retuwrn of the relvgees
or any quaationg rolating to 't‘m_eir propexty, Lor the representablon of Palectine
Arab refuases; ‘ '

(@) Any soly hion providing for the payment ol & lump sum to the Arab wtales
which had e ewa‘ Pawqwn«, refugees would he unacoeptble; :

(f) Should a@ny owner agree to ascept monesary compensation, payment should "ba
made el the.u in dollers or pounds steclings

(g) The oft 191al price should not be taken as a bamis for properby
valuations;
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(h) A body shonld be esteblished to collect the documentation required for
&saussing Lhe lOﬂEl@H sustd.med by Arab owmers ag a repult of Jewish aggress gilon, -
compenga Lmn bm np pald to those concerned 1nm1@d1ately all the neceassary data had
beon col] coted- , ‘

(1) ALL Unitead "Nén-b'iohe recommendations should be implemented by the Becurity

Council, x"cjagjg‘;a‘xfd;epswqi" kopposition by any of the Staltes concerned.

*"he CHAILRMAN bhunkcd the General .jecre Lax'y of the Ramellah Refuriee
bongreas iox hls scd Lamem, whwh ‘the (Jomlas:mn had heard with keen interest. It
woulcl be helluul hc Lhou{ _,ht; Lo Inow bhe eq Lma ted figure for Arab refugees in

Palec,LLnQn L

‘ . Mr. AA.[Z IIlIIADILH (C\'@J’l@ia‘l ».)EB\.:I‘G taxy o;f" the Remellah Reifugee Corgress)
s&id bhub bhu munb T of Palestine Avabs who were ab present refugees in the -

. terx'J to;jeu oi ’ohe vc.mr 1ous Amb Jtates might be estimeted ab approximately

_)OO OOO,NY H(‘ exp.!.dmec], JT). reply to the CHATRMAN, that no statistics were ab -
present ava 11()bl.e on the bagis of which an exact eutlmate could be made of the
percentage of refugee propersy owners 'bo whow compensation ghould be padid, but
Lhab x-oughlJ aboub {5,0 o.ﬁ‘ the rciu{ 068 would be enbl tled to compensation,

o The (,IIAIhMAl\I aslcecl whet would be the best method of collec ting rolidble
JniOlmn’uL:l on on *she bakus of whioh the number of: persons entitled to compengation

cou]_rl be dc texmmed.

o . Ir.. Aal?’ SHJHADJ.JH (GCheral Secre: Leufy of the Ramallah Refugee Conlress)
obe;elved Lhab Ln ity memor&ndum gent to the Commisgion on 1 Februory lagt, the
..Conpreaa hod. pombed out thet the proper procedure would be to set up withoub
“delay o body wh:wh with the co~operatlon of the refugee orgam zations 1n Jordan,
uyma Lebanon and Lupb and with the participation of the refugees themselves,
would we reanonmbla for collacting documentation enablmg the number of powrsons
‘enbl blecl i‘.o ccmpen&,&t.wn to be ascertained, and for checking the informetion
supplied by the refug gees themselves. The check, he explained, could be mede on
the basis of officlal documents such as the lend registers and records of real
estate trensactions kept vnder the Briltish Mendste , the communication of which
.qould""bo rééuéstaa, if necéssary,' from the J‘Qwish authorities., For any parbs of
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Palestiue Wheve thore wers no such’ documen be, the’ recorcl._. oi‘ “the looal com*bcs
could be conmsulbed, Wi Lh rc,v'm, *d o mov&ble woporty 5 “the intormation would bo
more dAifficult to ohia Ln; bub in any caso e l‘r‘lgﬂb bé made of Cusboms dod Lm'lcm'bﬁ's‘,

bank sccounts, tex vecowds and Lhe lodgers of buginess Lirms.

Mr, de BOISANGER Cﬂ‘rance) merely wished to poin'b oub that the
ConbllldaL.LOTl Commission was bound to adhere to the Lerms of the Genorenl Azgemblyts
resolution of 11 Deceubor 1948, Pavagraph 11 of that rebolut fon Bpociiically

‘gtabed that " 'ompena&bion Eshould be paid for the properby ol" those (r@i‘u;‘;oen)'

choosing not to Peburn' ;' and 1t Wont on to state thd,t Bsuch OOMP@I)(‘S&LB.UI‘ dhoma be
paid "for lozs of or damige Lo property which, wmder principles of inbernubional
laswr or in equii uy 9 shov"'rl be made good by the G()\.ernments or abhom Lloa
respongible, T He wou&d lﬂova“rer, sbrens i,he polnk {hat while lu was comp:\rat,ive»
ly eosy to assess the value of L immovable  properby or even of movable proporly, J.L
vag a much he@z:c"ci@l'd matter to estimate c'\amagé 'bo'd' losg of property, and that Llw,b
operai,:x on would be move complicated and J:ec*m re more leco He hoped thatb the ‘

rorugees Would JC'SCL.LJ. e how intricate it Wosm .

" Mr. AZIZ SPIRADEH ( wnev'al Secretary of the Remallah Roi‘ﬁge@'Coz.'l.g;x'eé;ls)
sald that the refuvgees were fully aware of the camoléwi'hy of the taslk, end that
wag why ‘it v?ri'a,c’t'heén suggested that a oormutheo iﬁh")'llld. e soL up Lo pre,pevce tho
relishle statbistics which were essential 1& Um quemuon wasg Lo be golved in & o
resllstic epirit and with the maximum degree of equity.,

He added, in raply to a quesbion by e CHAI?MAN that it wes exlremely
difficult to give even an uppv'mimai.e figure I‘ov The valus of Arutb proporty in
regpect of which paymsnt of compenadblon might be reo_ured& In pojnb of fact,

the commllbtec advocated by ihe Ref Irrea Congrese would hmre 50 undertake on ongwlry

to ascortain which refrgees wiched %o revurn and whlch wrm\d eglk for payment u.L
compengabiony Obvm'xs.y, if +the Paybition Plan K [chec] 'wlpl.eweated 8, cerbam
number of refugess wonld be ahis to réturn anl honce mm m gure mpweraemtm{v the '
value of properhy Sfor waich mmuenﬁal,mn sl omﬁc ?c\ pa ,L') Arn_l b gubgtentially "
reduced, S : .o R

i
s

The CHATRMAN dsked whethér lavie propetby i owners md.de up Lho pulls of
the refugecs represented by the Remallah Refuged Cong;r'ess or who ther » on the other
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hand, mont of the refugees Were smoll property OWNerse ..

. o o
o Sty i

r}L{\.‘)I‘.H ( nc,x‘a. f;(,c, re: Lamy o,L the ﬁamall&h Rei u,ﬂuo Cong,x'e.,sa)

Mr' AAFZ $ﬁ

. A R
-“ S Al AN i et
" A A

. RUSTU A.RA ('.L’Lti"'k@,}f) , referring to the statement by the Genoral

Jecretary ofl Lhe Rammic}h Remg;oe bo**lg.rem bo bhe offect that the Con{;,rapa should
1ed pwby to bho Palea tine px'oblam, aalmd whe Lher bhat mecmb Lhab Lho

[

Ooné,r .m mshéd bo be comiﬁ,ored pux'by bo Lhe Pa]ea bme problem 1naoxdr da nt
concernecl the reJ uuaeo .ox pcxrby to Lho P&le Line problem ag a who.Lo. :

L R e

Mr. AZTZ SHIHADEE (General Secretory of the Remellah Refugoo (ongrens)
Xpl&inc,d that bhe bonp*r'ess conmdcred 1 Lueli party Lo bhe Palegtlne problem
'*‘a'é'the 111Le“~°es L.;; oi Lhe refuaew ancl cJ,Jl questmnu Jﬂela,l,ing, bo Lhow

N80T,

return viere ooncernod, o .' o S
' 11'1 repl;y bo a fux-tnez. ques LlQI). bJ Mr o Lustu Ares s who asked wvhethor in .

ity ‘ffomb' (‘omlbbeeg Lhe Rsfug,c,e bonmoss w.mhed bo be considerod. & c,onaui.bant i

v

membe‘P"or '”cx a member Lamng, parb in Ll;e clwcuamoms , MEe Aziz Shi hadoh ‘Ba Ld

that the' C omy
1naoi‘a1‘ a.s Lhoy re:lanod 0 th@ x‘eLugreo ;problen

RS
CEVed

ms shou]cl be re,:;&hrosd Eld & member :p&:l‘.'b'lclpdbiné, in Lhe neg oLLatlons

i
B

Uo"J'U ARA (’J.‘ut*kay) mshocl bo k:now what the. Refutvee C;OI]{ rous

g TR
conaldered ’so be tho be..;b m@am of o8 bjmauln{, the number of reiug;ees mptm() .Lo:L‘ '
compc,nsablon J.or U’l@ll" pr‘opo:t'“ry s and the nuber of Lhose Opbing_:,r for :returm o

Mv AZ.L/.. SHILADLH ( Ceuov&.l Becretary of the Ramelleh. Rbiugee Oonun'ess)
Lhoufhb ﬁhat uha aJ. Mc conwl“r’oee pwopopod. by the bongress, whoqe dui,;y 16 would -

ey

be to COlleL clo%&enu&uiDn on }?\.L.L@F; i;lne Arab propertm LOuE\.bed in Iax-aelu‘bcu ._pmd
e

teryi tox'y, mJ.{‘;hb sencl Lhoae; c,onc'erned ques biOIll’)O:JI'E enqulrln{,, mbg_r 51] J.a _

whether Ihuy wmhecl to "1"etum to their homer'.and, livo in’ poace m bh t;hrair '

neighbours”. The number of refngees wishing to reburn home and. the rlunber who
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would sccept compensatlon for theif_pﬁoperty could be ascertained from the
replies received, The‘refugees, he stressed, considered property rights as
sacred and'protested strongly against phe sale of their property by the Jewish
authoritieé. | Where the latter had completed e sale, the transaction should be -
conéidered as having been made on the basisg of the value of the property in
question at the time of the termination of the British Mandate.

| Mr° RUSTU ARAS (Turkey) recognized the sanctity of property rights.
and added that the question of the sale of Arab property.located in Jéewish .
territory did not arise under the, terms of the. General Assembly's resolution-
of 11 December 1948, which simply dealt with the return of the refugees or: the
payment tq them of compengation,

VMr.,AZIZ SHIHADEH‘(General Secretary of the Ramallah Refugee Congress)
obgerved that the Congress, at its first meeting, had adoplted a resolution
expressing the refugses' inzistent claim that their right to return home should
be recognized w1thout avaiting the settlement on the political level of questions
outstanding between the Arab States and Israel. - He also pointed out that the
. longer the delay In solving the refugee problem, the more involved it became;
and that it was essential, in the Interests of ihe refugees, to resolve it at
the earliest posgible moment: its solution had already been too long delayed.
It was obvious, he added, that vigorous action by the United Natlons in that
direction could help to. solve. the problem which was of such‘vit&l concern to

the thousands of P&lestine Arabs who were the vietims of a situatlon for which
they were not responsmble.

The CHAIRMAN thanked the delegation of the Ramallsh Refugee Congress
for its extremely useful information and agsured 1t that the Conciliation
Commlsslon had taken careful note of its obeservations and would do its utmost

to find the deslred solutlon Tfor the refugee problem, the importance of which
it fully realized.‘

The meeting rose at 6 p.m.




