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The CHAIRMAN, b f e ore opening discussion on the questions listed in 

the agenda, informed the members of the Ccmmission that a fneeting would 

be held with the Relief and 'Works Agency the following day, Friday, 

26 January, at 3#30 pm, He felt it might be useful to have an exchange 

of views in order to clarify the position of the Commission concerning the 

different matters that would be raised in the course of that meeting. 

Refugee Office called for in paragraph..2 of.the 
ember I.950 (k/1'-7f3+)- 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the provisions of paragraph 2 of the 

General Assembly resolution of 14 December 1950, directing the Commission 

to establish a Refugee Office, and observed that the Commission should 

abide by that directive by taking a purely formal-decision to that effect. '. 

Consequently, it wxs de,cided to establish, in implement?xtion of 
.._... -_. ___ "- - _l_-.,l "---.-..--1- 

*paragraph 2 of the General Assembly resolution oF Ilk December 1950, 8. 



2. Consideration of candidates for the, gst of Diractor of the Re_fuR,s --WY------ A--- 
OffiCei 

The CHAWN asked the Principal Secretary to report on the measures 

he had, undertaken ,in order to f il.1 thl:? post of D,iroctor of the Refugee ..A “. 
..,_, _“.” ._.,. . . i.. * .,-. .- : ,...,_,,,,...,. ,,,,,. _.. . . .,. .(... - -” ” ‘. . 

Offi.ce, .’ 

The PRINCIPAL SECRETI-lRY ex,plaincd that, following the decision taken 

by the Commission in New York, he had exnmincd with the SccrctariRt the 

measure’s to be taken in ordor ,to find a competent Dl.r.:ctor for the Office ., 

for repatriation and compensation. In the course of thclsc conversaCions, 

the name of Mr, Hol.ger Andersen was mentioned part i.cu.lnrly, as his quali- 
: . ,, ,.:,.:, ,,,,. . ., . . ,. r ..l.... ,. . ._ A. ,_ ” -*’ 

f ications ’ and experience ‘@emed well. uuitcd to the tnsks ,wh ich wuu1.d be 

required of him, Mr, Andcrseri had, therefore, been RpproRched and Mr& 

Cordier had informed the Principnl. Secretary by cable, the text of which had 
,I 

been circulated to’the mcmbcrs of the Commission, that Mr, Andorsen would 

give a final answer as soon as ho knew when hc would bo free to put himself 

at tha disposal of the Commission, 

‘,’ The ~Cl-Ii~IF&UN’nsked the members of the Commis:.ii.on for their opinion 

ccnc erning the nomination of Mr, Andtirsen who, he thought, seemed to meet 

the requisite conditions, He also rc~c~&x.~ that the Commission, before 

ad jourriing in New ‘York, had sgrood that ‘oath of its mbmbers would enquire 

about possible .nominations; he had, ccnscqucntJ.y, map:::! certain cont,;lcts 

and could, if need be, put forward the ntame of A cnndidato rccommendcd by 

,’ his Government, However, it sacmod th~.t the C’ommission should not come to 

* any immbdiat‘e deci:$ ion regardin~r, that rlomination, The Commission might 

inform Mr’,: Cbrdier ‘that it hr!$d taken notc of Mr, Anderssn’s nomination and 

that it had decided to postpone its d,ccisicn I ,,until Mr. .Andersen supplied 
,.,_ ., ,,.~ _.-... * . . . . . ,. . .“.I I.,. I* 11, . . I. . _ ,,_,,, ,_ ,,, ,’ _ - . . .A_ .“. ,..,, ,“. , ,,.* ..A I.. j. 

furthe rinfprm&tian as to his av;_l;!l:ib j;].i$y;, a* I-‘.. ‘.’ ’ ’ .,,.,. ..,a “,,...... 

M?i PALMER (United States) aj;rccd with ,the Chairman that it would be 

to that effect c&ldl be sent to Mr, Cord&r indicating that if Mr, Anderson 

gave an &.SEirmative LWswer, the Commission would’be”‘ready ,~ ̂ .. . ,,l 
: 

to nppo,int him 



to the post of Director and that it would then like to see him take up 

his functions in Jerusalem at the earliest possible date, 

For his own part, Mr. Palmer had not thought it necessary to. in- 

vestigate candi.dates, He had been led to understand .that Mr, .Andersen, 

when approached regarding the appointment, would be irmnediat ely available, 

Mr. ARAS (Turkey) fully agreed with the statements of. the Chairman 
. : 

and Mr, Palmer, and j& was decided to send a cable to Mr. Cord&r along 

the lines indicated, ’ 

3. Collabor;tion, with $Je Rslief and Wor& Agency . 

ef and Works Apzncy and the Conciliation 
he relevant, texts of the resolutions7 n--U1lY----.----~ .- 

Mr. PALMER (United States) pointed out that as this question was of 

the utmost importance in the futura acti,vities both of the Commission and 

of the Relief and Works Agency, it would be necessary to study it 

thoroughly, But he did not think he could contribute profitably to that 

study befurre ‘having had’ an exchange of views with Mr, Blandford in order 

to take up the items of a memorandum, among which ,was included the condi- 

t ionnl of fcr of Israel, 

Mr. ARAS (Turkey) indicated that in the conversation he had had the 

previous day with the Turkish representative to the Relief and Works 

Agency,‘ho had felt certain that both General B&6 and himself hold 
,, ” 

identical views regarding the relationship between the two organisations, 

The CHAIRMAN stressed the delicate nature of the,problem to be dis- 

cussed at the meeting with the Relief and Works Agency. It was to be 
‘. 

sxpcctod that on certain items, at least, there might not be absolute 

agreement; jn order to &void an inconclusivo.dobate, therefore, it might 

be advisable to undertake a preliminary study,. For instance,, the iembers 

of the Commission might meet ‘the representatives of their respective 

governments to ‘the Relief and Works Agency and also meet between themselves, ,.’ 

in order to study the different aspects of the problem, 

The opinion had bezn expressed that it was not necessary for the P 



~$4 Yp- moment to. Clarify the ~i$,uatio~, and that. a definition of the respective 
-.-a"* z! . mandates could bo taken up later, The Chairman did not agree with that 

opinion,. ILldeed, the Arab Governments and the, Government of Israel would 

certainly question the Commission ooncc'rning its plans and intentions,,and 

c the,Comrnission ought to be able to reply,..., At the forthcoming.meeting, 

the Commission and the Relief and Works &gancy could take'up the, problem 

01-i a general level, without going into questions of detail which could be 
" " '. 

studied in the COUPS~ of further meetings or in private conversations, 

I$,,. PALMER (Uni.ted States > agreed that, in view of the importance and 

complexity of the problem;, ‘St could riot be 'settled htist'iljr. Tliare tiig]c;t 

pertinent resolutions, and thes& opinions must be care-fully compared. 

ThatJ is' why'ha hoped fo,r godd'rSsu.lts from his dbnversation with Rr. Bland- 

ford and from the private conversations 'among the members of the Commis- 

s son , 
.' 

He pointed ou% &hat h'eretofbrc the meetings held'by the Cotiission 

with the Relief and Works Agcncy'could be considered as having'been of ~2~1 

informative natures, but that now both organizations wotiid have to come ta 

a.common dccisian, on which the effectiveness of thei.r respective efforts 

would depend, 

Mr. ARAS (Turkey) agreed wi.th the Chairman and with Mr. P&l&r that 

because of' its complexity the problem c&led for a thorough study.' The 

canvcrsations hc had had with General BQld had led both of them to conclude 

that there was no contradiction between the resolutions 69 the General 

Assembly, the most reccntxf which seemed to them tri be the logical con-’ 

clu~ion afVthos~~:adopted pr&vi.ausly'; On the other hand'they'both 3 

believed that, even though the task of thy: ReJlief and Works Agency belorged 

by its very natura to the political'field, the Jigency should avoid any 

political a.ct.i.vity, The!rain lay the:subtlaty'of the General kssembl.y'S 

resolution, 



Both bodies - whose spheres of action were in fact complementary - 

should maintain their s,utonomy of action, although working in close 

collaboration in order to carry out their cammon task, 

Mr, PALMER (United States) observed that there seemed to be agree- 

ment as to the necessity, on the one hand, of m:&taining the autonomy of 

both organizations and, on the other, of establishing a close collabora- 

t ion b ;t, we en them, That state of mind promised well for successful 
. 

collaboration. 
. ., 

It seemed that in general the members of the Relief and Works 
I , 

Agency felt that their activities should take place outside ,the poiitical 

field , The quLsti.on would then arise as to when an action ceased to be 
: 

of a technical- nature and became political, :,.. ., Clarification of that point 

was essential so that the Relief end Works Agency would be able to decide 

when to call upon the Commission if a problem that it was discussing with 

the competent authorities of a given government were to leave the 

technical 

with that 

follow up 

The 

sphere. The Commission would in turn enter into negotiations 
,:- 

government on the political level, so that Lhe’Cffice could then 

its own action in the technical field. 

CIIRPRM.4N remarked that the exchange of vi&s had served to 

define the problem very clearly, The members of the Commission were 

agreed that it was necessary first of all to define the political field 

on the one hand, and the technical field on the other, He thought that 
: 

in this connexion it might be advisable to obtain the views of the 

governments conce rned , .which might differ from those of the Commission, 

Up to tho present, time, efforts had been made to settle the refugee 

problem on the level of principle, In the practical sphere, it would be 

essential for the Commission to keep the Relief and Works Agency fully 

informed of i.ts activities and for the Agency, on its part, to inform 
. _.j _. ,.” ,1 

the Commission of its own activities, 

To facilitate ,the exchange of views to take place the following 

d.ay, the Chairman believed that it would be advisable to have in writing 



certain main ideas 'for the Commission's guidancs and, that a document - 

W/57, ,for instance - might be taken as a basis of work. That document 

had been prepared by the Secretarirtt and the ideas it contained seemed, 

at first' glance, to ba correct. The document could perhaps.be commuhi- 

cated to the members of the. Advisory Commission with, a request that 'they, 

in turn, forward to the members of the Commission a document"settihg forth 

their views, 

Mr, ARAS (Turkey) felt that work of a practical nature'should be 

undertaken and that theoretical definitions, which almost inevitably gave 

rise to varying interp.retations, should be avoided. 'Hs'believed that it 

was less important to take a decision of a general nature than to take the 

practical decision called,for by each specific CASB, 

Mr,. PALMER (United. States) noted with interes,t the view expressed 

by Mr, Libras but thought that; before'cantcmplating any decisions of a 

practical nature it would be advisablc.fur both organizationsto define, 

in mutual agreement, their respective' fields of competence as expressed 

in the resolutions of the General ksssmbly. He also believed that' it 

would be advisable to dispel. the anxiety shown by the members of the 

Relief .and Works Agency in.,conncxion with those resolutions, and to 

emphaaiec that the latest resolution of the Assembly did not contradict 

the preceding resolution but was, in fact, its logical outcome, He 

agreed with the,suggestion.of the Chnirman to take as.basi.s for discussion 

a working document which could be communicated to the members of the 

Relief and Works Agency, 

After an exchange of views, 2 was decided to cormnunjoate document 

IV/57 to.the membars of the Relief and Works Agency at the meeting to be 

held the following day, and to ask them to forward to the Conciliation 

Commission, if thay saw fit, a working paper expressi.ng their OWR view- 

point; and further, to suggest that the substance of the problem of 

collaboration be taken up in the tours e of .a meeting, which could be held 

on Monday, 29 January 1951. 



o the relief and 
(Letkr with 

from the Secretary of the Negotiating Committee on Contri- 
butions to Programmes of Relief and Rehabilitation) 

..’ 

On the suggestion of the Chairman, G was decided to postpane.the 

study of this item until a later meeting, 

4. Future activities of the Commission (W/5$) -/ 

5. Compensation (W/56) 

After an exchange of vi.ews it was decided to postpone consideration 

of these items until a later.&el$.n.g sinceit was felt that to discuss them 

immediately would be premature, 

6. Relations with the Press we 

The CHAIRMAN drew the attention of the Commission to the memorandum 

which had been prepared by the Press Officer, 

With reference to the last paragraph of .the memorandum, Mr. PALMER 

(United States) observed that the Commission did not hold public msstings 

and that it was therefore impossible to give an affirmative answer to the 

request of the Israeli press representatives, 

After an exchange OX’ views’, the members of the Commission agreed that 

it would not be advisable for them individually to make statements to the 

press, bu2 that if it was unavoidable they would infqrm the Press Officer 

of the substance of their stat~ements. The Commission then discussed the 

advisability of issuing a press communi.quQ at the conclusion of the Beirut 

meetings, 

It was decided to publish a press release, stating that the Concilia- 

tion Commission had met with the Relief cmd Works Agency for the purpose 

of coordinating the activities of the two organizations. 

Mr. PALMEX (United States) added that the memorandum of the Press 

Officer was extremely interesting in that it gave a very clear wmmary Of 

the general policy to be followed by the Commission in its dealings with 

the press. 



_ ._ _, :... .., . _. . . _:a. .I... . . .- -- .._ .., . _ ,. 

The CHA1~A.N and Wry, liP,A$ both expressed the&r interest ~J-I the 

memorandum of the Press Officer, and it was agreed that the Press Officer 

woulki, as in the ptiS~'b?Z"'fF~6G it o issue brief press releases at the 

concl.usion of all the meetings of the Commission and also, when appropriate, 

to issue press cotnmunig,u8s, the terms of which would have been agreed ._,_,....... _,. .,. .; . ..1 -....,.. 

upon by the Commission. . ,' 

The meeting rose at I.,45 p,m. ', 

.  .  . ,  .  .  .  . , . . . ,  .  . ,  . ,  
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