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 SUMVARY RECORD OF THE ¢ HUNDRED 4ND FIRST MEETING

‘held in BeirupFon Ssturday 27 Jenuary 1951,

at 11.30 p.m, I
R ; 7‘
Present: ,
- Mr, de BOISANGER (France) ~ Pregident
Mr. BRAS | (Turkey) |
Mr. PALUER (United States) “
Mir, de AZCHRATE " - Principal Secretary..

R

1. orPicial Visit of the Commission in Beirut

The mcmbers of the Comm1631on exchanged views as to the ..
courtesy v1u1ts to be pald to the mombers of the Lekanese
Government by the Commission, It was agreed thnb the Cnalfman
and Mr, Aras would cell upon the President of the L banose‘
Republic and the Minister for Foreign Affairs and that Mr. Palmer
would also‘oqil”dpon them, a liﬁtle‘latef. |

2. Progra of work of the Gomm1551on . ‘

Mr, ARAS (Turkey) in mentioning the efforts uhdertaken
to resettle, in 8yria and in Jordah, refugoees at prusent llVlng
in those countries, pointed out that, even if these efforts wore
successful, they would not in themgelves solve the problem of
the refugees llVlng in Lebanon or 1n the Gaza strip, 'Ho ‘
therefore oon81dered that the first repatriation and rescttlemont
meastiires should apply to the latter group., It would be adv1sable
to &raw the attentlon of the Government of Israel and: p@rhaps of
the uovernmont of Irag to the matter and to .ask them tﬁ‘consider
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it.,
The CHPIRMAN observed that as a result of the exchange:of
views held the day before with the members of the' Relief and
Works ﬂgency, the questlon of collaboration betwesn both
organlzatlona was now olerified, The ‘time had come, therefore,f

,“ skl



for the Gomm1q91on Lo oon81der the way in whloh it should open
negothtlans w1th the Government of Israel in order to makc a
start 1n the soldtion of the problbms of repatriastion and compens~
ation. Shruld the Commission aoproaoh the Government of Israel
cellectively or should the members of the Comm1351on make
individual oontnot with member of that Government %

Mr. ARAS (Tufkey) and Mr, PALMER (United Stetes) both agreed
that the Ocoond alternatlve appoared to them to be the best
procedure,

Mr, PALMER (United States) added that, once the Director of
the Refugee Office had been appointed, the Commission could
officially approach the Government of Israel in order to explain
the nature of the work of the new Office and the procodure it
intended to follow, o

The CHAIRMAW believed. that the mewbers oould,_iﬁ;the course

. of thelr private oonverSations inform the mvmbers of the
‘Government of Israel bf the way in which the new foloo was to

function. : , ‘ .

Mr. ARAS (Turkey) stated that each one of the wembers of

the Commission'could,>in these conversaticns with members of the
Goyernment of'Iérael, stress the necessity for Israel to make a
"good-will gesture™ in the fields of repatriation and compensation
so as to bring about a favorable climate in which efforts could

be undertaken to- enoourage the resettlement of refugees in the

Arab countrles

He further believed that it would be advantegeous to have
the economic expart of the Gsmm1531on proceed with work of a
preparatory nature ohn compenSqtlon S“ that the elements of that
problvm could. be olearly explained to the Dlrnctor of the , new,
Offlcw. :
The CHATRMAN indicated that, in his opinion, it would be
better, at lesst in the beginning, to approaoh the problem of
compengation with the Government of Israel in a. gnporal way. .
The S:cretariat could also be requested to prupnru, for the next
meoting of the Commission, two memoranda deallng w1th the general
outlincs of the problems of repatriaticn and -which could be taken
up by the Commission in its conversations with the Govcrnmogt of

- Israsl, A&s for the. guestion of repatriation,. 1t weuld he

n906359ry, not only: to have pru01se flguros as to. the number of
refugees that Israel would be ready, to- settle 1n 1ts terrltory,
but =lso to be informed of the views of that Gavernmant oonoerning
tho manner in whieh their resettlement should be carried out, as

{



the resoluticn of the Guneral Assombly mentioned thu retarn of -
the refugees "to their homes", and not their resettlament in afdy'” "
part of Israel, It might alsc be possible to suggest that in the
early. stages the Government of Israel could Aauthorize, in the
first instance, the return of those refugees whose homes were
located in parts of Israel whero a -certain nomber of A\rabs alroady
lived and this would eliminate problems of ~n<econcmic and secutrity
hature, N , U ' s "
Mr, PALMER (United ‘States) was also of the opihiﬂn‘thntﬂ ht
an early stage in the conversetions with the Goernmcnt Df Israol
the problems of compensation and rypatrlﬁtlon bhould “be ﬁpproachad
in'a -gendral way. ~Indeed, in the fisld of cwmpcnsatlon tho B
Goum3381on would have ne practical means of OVQluatlng the problem
until the new Office had startcd its work. “What would have 6 bc '
determined would be whether the Government of Isracl was ready, \
as-1t had. indicated, to fa01lltatu the work of the hew O0ffice on
agsessment of dsmages as well as on assecssment of 1ndomn1tles '

- Turning to the.problem of repatriation, he “gr\ud w1th thelf‘
Chairman that i1t wag not possible to depart from tho prﬂv131ons
of the resclution of 11 Decembor 1948 which provided for the
return of the refugees "to thelir homes", The GDVOTDMunt of Isra@l
could therefole beé asked. to state the number of rofugocs it would
be ready to see repatriated and to doternine the ruglon in which
thoe refqgees would. be autherized to return "to 'their homgs",
#dhile the.Commission would try to obtain precise information. on
these items, tho Refugee Officc would proceed with the n@cessary
prellmlnary work, . L - Lo Balde

The PRINCIPAL SECRETARY, roplying to the Chiirman's ‘rbqudst;
gtatad thqt the uocretmrlmt would. draft two memoranday ohe oh, .
ropqtrlqtlon and tnu pbhvr on ccmpensation, and polnted out, inw
”thlﬁ‘oonneoblon that the Secretariat. had already drafted a coertain
numbor Df worklnw papers oh. compensation, These documents could -
be 01rculmted abaln to thu members, of the Oommiésion.

3. Nngtlﬂtlona concerning the appointment of the Head of tho

Refugee Qffice and the appointment of tho mombcrs of the:
Gommlttco of oxperts 0N oompensatlon

The GHAIRMPN asked the Planlpﬂl S»oretary to oomment oh
this subg@ct ' )

ThaPRLNOIPAL SECRETARY recalled that the Commlsszon at 1ts
last muetlnﬂ in Now Yerk hqd prov1ded thﬂt once estﬂbllshed '
the Rcfugce Office would hqve at its dnspo al the members of the
Committee of experts on compensatlon. He wonderod whether that




decision was to be considered as still valid besause, if so, the
flrst moqsurc to be taken would be to set up that Committee, In
thig’ connectlon he recalled that Mr, BSheringham had been approaohed
ahd wsked whether he would accept the function of expert in lang
eveluqtlon in Palcstlne Mr., Sheringham had just 1nformed him that
he had not been able to obtain from the Colonial Officé the leave
vhlch he would reguire if he were ‘to accept this hew post Purther-
more, as the post offoered to him by the United Nations was only
towporary, he could not possibly leave the Colonial Office for
good.‘ . : ‘ - “ ’ . .
br, : PALMER (Unlted States) pointed out that before leaving.
Wow York he had been 1nformed of the withdrawal of Mr., Sheringhan's
andldaey and® of the absenee of any other candidates. He recslled
the circumstances 1n Whloh he was informed of a possible candldate
for the post and added that, if the work of the new Office was to
begin in the near future, this post would have to be filled within
a very short time, He read a letbter addressed to Sir Henry Knight
by the Forcign Office which indicated that "a Mr, Berncastle whose
functions under the Mandate were related to problems of land-
settlement nnd 1rr1gatlon and who was, at present, a permanent-
civil servant with ‘the Mlnlstry of Town and Country Planning, would
oonsider acceptlng the post if his Ministry would second him, and
if aocepted the Foreign Offloo would ask for his secondment”,

The CHAIRMﬁN indicated that the Principal Seoretary could
contaot'Lako,Succees and ask the Secretariat to take whatever steps
were necessary. ' T

It was decided that the Principal Sedretary should send a
cable to bz, Corgler, asking him-to contact Mr. Bérhcastle,

mr. PﬁLMER (Unit ed States) 1n.referrlngto the Gommlttoe of
experts oh oompensatlon, pointed out that thisg body, a8 now envisaged, -
would . ba .composed . of experts workirng on the same level though‘ln ,
dlfferent fields, He therefore believed that these experts should
enjoy equal administrative s tatus so that they could enjoy cqual
authority in their work, Whether Jin ‘their relationship wlth the—
United Natlone or’ w1th the partl It would 1ndeed be unfortunate,
from the VlelenL of standing an@ efflolenoy,_lf unoqual status..
were to be granted'to the - experts, since they would share an equal
respohsibility. o S o

The PRINCIPAL SECRETARY pointed out thet the members of the
Gommittee of eXperts on compehsation would be appolnted by the
Secretary- General and that as they beoame thereby members of the
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United Nations staff, the determination of their status would fall
. :
within the cowmpetence of the Secretary~General.

ffter an exchange of views, the members of the Commission
oconcluded that they could, if need be, inform the Secretary-General
of theilr attitude in this matter,

The meeting rose at 11,30 a,m,

by o S




