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,heLd in Beir n Saturday 27 January 1951, ’ . 
at Il. 30 p.m. . ,j: ,,., ‘,.I’ . 
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Pre'sent : 

W, de BOISAVGER (France) - Rresxd.~nt 

Mr. +E?&S (Turkey) 

Mr. PALMER (United Stptes) 

NJ!,: he AZCZRATE ” - Frinc ipal Secretary. 
“. 

1. Cf”fidial. Visit of th-e Commission in Beirut 1 

The members. of the Commission exbhangcd views ,qs to the . . . 

courtesy visits to be paid to the members of the Le&aneso 

Government “by ‘the Commission, It was agreed that the, Chairman I‘ 6, 
and Mr, $ras, would call upon the President of the La’bnnese 

Republic and. the Minister for Poreign .!Xfairs and that Dir. Palmer / ,a 

would aLso’ ca13.‘,upon them, a ii.ttle later, ’ 

2. ;Program of wor.1~ of: the Com~riis,siion ,I,q: ” 

Mr, &RN (Turkey.) in mentioning the eff,orts u.ndertakon 

to resettle, ” in Syria and in Jordan, refugees at prosent living .’ 
in those countries, pointed out that, even if these efforts wore 

successful, they would not in themselves solve the problem of 

the refugees:,,&i.ving in Lebanon or in the Gaza strip, Ho \ 

therefore considered that the first repatriation and reso’ttlement 
I 

measures should apply to the latter group, ! It would bc advisable 

to $!%w the at,tention of the Government -of Israel and-p&r-haps of I 
tho.‘Government , of Iraq to the matter and to .‘o,sk’ them to ‘cbnsider 
it, ‘i,,, ‘i,:i” ,,..: .I ! . . . . . -* 

The CB~.IRMAN, observed that as a result of the. dXchange:‘of’ 

views “heid’the day be,#f’ore with the members of the’ Relief and 
. 

“‘i ,, .: ~, “‘T ’ 1 
Works :Agency , the queation,of oollaborat$on betwe:en both 

“;i 
org’ar&i t’&& _, wqs 

1 
now clar if iad a 

:. ‘* t 
,l, :! ‘. ‘I, , -’ ,? The time had come, th.ere’fors, 

. ,’ 

.i..j 



for the Commiss.idn ..to cohsider the way in which it should open 

negotistians w$th $he Government of Israel in order to make a _.‘I :. :,‘, 
start in the, s.aXtitlon of the problems of repatriation and cotqens-, 

L 
ation. Should the Commission approach the Government of Israel 

collectively or should the mtimbers of the Commission make 

individual contact with members of that Government ? 

Mr. AR,!$‘~~(Tu&ey) an$ Mr,, PALMER (United Stptes) both’agreod 

t1zta.t the se&& alternative appeared to them to be the best 

procedure, _I I 

Mr, PALMER (United States) added that, once the Director of 

the Refugee Office had been appointed, the Commission could 

officially approach the Government of Israel in order to explain 
. (’ 

the nature of th+ work of the new Office and the proccdura it 

intended to follow, 

The CHAIRM&N believed, that the mctnbers could, ,in .the c ourse 
. , 

: of thair. private conversations, inform the mornbers of the 

.Govcrnment of Israel bf the way in which the new Cjffice was to 

function. 

Ms , .kR!sS (Turkey) stated that ea’ch one of the members of 

the Commission could, .in these conversations with mqbcrs of the 

Government af’ Israel, stress the necessity for Israel to make a 

“goodWill &?sture” in the fields of repatriation and oompehsation 

so as tb bring About a favorablu climate in which efforts could 

be un&ertc?ken to’encousnge the resettlement of refugees in the 
‘: - . 

‘?,hb’ cbuntries..’ 

He further beJ.ie’vB’d’ that it would be advantageous to have 

the economic expert of the Commis,sion proceed with ~o.rk of a 
. 

preparatory nature, on eorripensntion SC that the ‘elements”“o2’ that 
. . ,a 

problem could..be olen~rly~ expl,ained to the Director of the ney, 
Is 

Office, 

The CHAIRMAN indicated that, in his opinion, it would be 

better, at least in the be’ginning, tc, approach the problem of 

compensation with the ;.Government of Israel in ,a, geporal, way, j 

The 3;crotariat could also be requeste9 t,c prapqrc;: for the next 

moot5ng of the Commission, two memoranda dealing wi$h the general .’ : 
’ ’ $utlincs of the problems of repatriation and.which could be taken .I 

up by the Cowission in its conversptioas with the Gov’crnrnent of 
-I . . 

Israel. .hs for the question of repatriation,.. it would. be 

ne-cesstiry, no.t only. .-to have prrac,iae fi,guros as to the ]$&ber of .: , .:. 
refuge’es that Israel. ~o,~ld bc re~a,dy;.:,to~ s,e,t.tl,e in ..itq terri,tj?ry, 

“’ but- dso *to. b.e infogme.d of thci views of that Goubrntnent conberning 

the manner in which their resettlement should ‘be cnrri% out, as 
! 



the reao1utic.n $-I? the General /ssombly mentioned thti return of ,’ ” ’ 3 
the rof ugoes .?‘to their homeP, and n.ot their ~esottl.ameYi:t~“in ‘any’: “; 

p+ of Isrno.1, It might also be iqossiblo to suggest that ‘ia’.the i 

early. stages the Government of Is.rael could .authorizo,’ in the. “’ ” 

fbrst irp3tan.ca, the, return of those refugees who’se ‘hDmcs’ wore’ 

locsted. in parts cf Israel where a .ccrtnEn nombor of ~,.rabs,“,aProady 

1.ivc.d and. this would elimina,te problems of 2.n :aconomic and secuiA.tji 

nature, . 

Mr.’ PALMER (United XPtatos) was also of the opiaion that; at 

an e:Rrly stn.gc in the colnvcrsptions with the Government of Israel, 

the problems 
‘ .” 

of oompenSe t ion and rdpntriation should ‘bo ,np$roadhod 

in! a goners1 .way . Indeed, in the field of oompensatkon, the”’ . 

Commj.ssio’n would havoV no practical moans of evaluating the $$oblom ” 

until the ne’w Office had. started its work. “W&t wcul,d have ,‘to bob V 
. . . 

determined would. be whether this Government of Israel w7.s ready,,’ 

as ait had. indicated, to facilitate the work of ‘the nev? Office on 

assessment of damages as well 2s on assessment of indomnitic&, * 
.,’ .Turning to tho.prnblem of repatriation, he ngrced’ with the 

Chairm8.n thclt it was not possible to depart from the provi’stons”’ ” 

of the rasclution of 11 Dacombor 1948 which provided for the ’ : ” 

return of the refugees ‘v-to their hzmos97,’ The Gdvernmont of Israel 

could therefora’bd asked. to state, tho number of &oft&us’ it would ” 
, . 

be reedy to see roptit,ria.ted and to”dotermi.no ‘the r$gi<n fn which 

the rof ugees would; be, nuthcri,qed to return 9fta : t4wiY ‘hom$s~~ .2 t 
Jhile th.13. Cc:mmission woul,d .,try to obtain prcciso inf orrrintion!. on 

these Items, the Rofug~l >.,b Office would proceed with the :neccossary 

preliminflry wock,, ,, . I’. ) .’ . . ,!..‘, I, . I 

Thti P,RINCIPAL SECHET~,RY, roplyihg to ths Ch.hirm&tii,s ~que!st; 
stated th,pt the ,~i;?cr,e.tar~i.R,t~~~~U3.d,,, draft two ,.memorn.nd~a,;~ o,ne on, :, 

:repa,tr$?tid.n. snd.“‘tho other on compensation, n nd pointed, out, 
!,, 

ijy. 

“this connection, 
. 

,tl$t the Saoretqr’iat. hgd n1read.y dr.?f ted FA cert.&n 

number ,pf%o,rk.~ng p~&~e.rs~ on., oompcnsntion, 
,.‘,.,,“,. These documents c,ou&d ” 

be ci.7culated.. again to ..thc,: members, of the Commission, I . 
” , 

., : , 
3, 

this 

last 

Ne,goti.fl tions ‘,cancerni,ng th,: appointment of the He&! af th6’ 
Refugee Qffice and. the nl)pointment’ of tho members of the 
Committt~of oxmts on corrqensation -.- .: 
The CHAiRM;&N asked the Principal ,Sk;oretnry to comment on 
subject," ” 

. 
T~B,PRINCIP;“,L SECRETARY recalled that the Commission, et its 

rri6eting’ in New York, had provided th?t, once established, ’ 

the Refugee Office would. heve qt its ;disposal the members of the 

Committee of experts’ on compensation, Ho wdndorod wheiher thflt 



decisiovl Was to be considered 8s still valid be6ause, if SO, the 

firs’b MO?.SU.re to be takeh woulc:l be ‘to set up thet Cor~~rnj.ttee, In 

this~‘bonnaction, he recalled that ,Mr, Shcringham had ‘been approaphcd : I 
and .?sked. whether he would‘nccept the function of expert in land 

ev7du~tio’i in Palestine. Mr,. Sheringham had just informed’ him that 

he ,had not been able to obtain from the Colonial Office the leave . 
whiqh ho woQd~cequirc if ho Were to accept this inew post, Furthor- I 
md*r 0 , 3,s the post offered to him by the United Nations was only 

tcmpGrary, he, could not possibly lpave the ,Colonial Office .for 

ODD& ’ 

I hir,m,P&LbflER (United ,States) pointed out that b&ore leaving-. 

NQW York he had been infcrmed of the Withdrawal of Mr, Shoringham’s 

candidacy and’of the absence of any other ca,ndidfites. BY rocslled ../ 
the ,dircumstanoes in’which he was informed of a possible candidate 

for the post and added that, if the Work of the new Office wa.s to 

begin in the near ‘future, this post would have to be ‘filled within 

A very short time, Ee read a letter addressed to Sir Aonry Knight 

by the Foreign Office which indicated that via !Lr. Berncqstle’ whose 

functions under the hLanda.t’e were related to problems, of land- 

settlement and irrigation and who was, at present, a permafleht 

civil scrv& with the Ministry of Town and Country Ylrrinning, would 

oons,ider accepting the post if’his Ministry would second him, and 

if accepted, the Foreign Office would ask for his secondment~v, 
” 

The CGAIRMRN indicated that the Principal Secretary could 

contact Lake S.uccess ,and .ask. the Secretariat to take whatever steps 

w63re necessary. 

It ,ws decid’ed that the Principal Sedretary shoold send a 

oable to hr. Cordier, asking him.to cohtact Lr. Berncastie, ./ 

&ir. P.ALMl3R (Unit od States) in *sferring to.‘tho Oommittea of 

experts OM compensation, pointed out that this body, as now envisaged,, 

neould Ib,a.. composed, of. experts working on the same level, ‘though in 

diFfere.n$ f i,elds, He therefore believed that these experts should -?.’ 
enjoy equal administrative status SD that they could enjoy equal 

authority in their work.,, whether in, their relationship with’ they:-. *’ I _ ., 
United Natioti~‘-.~~’ with’, th,$pnrtias. 

:,: 
T It wquld i.@pod,‘be unfortunRtc, 

from tha vj_owpoint of standing and effici’ency, -2-f. unequal status-. 

were ,tio be granted t3 the-,‘experts, since they would share ap.equal ” 

responsibility. _, . t (, ,. 
The PRIPJCIP.fiL S%CRl?,$RY po.inted out thT.t the members of the 

committee of oxpcrts on compdhsntion would be appoidted by the 

Secretary-General and that, .tis they became thereby members of the 
” <I . . i 



United N~trions stnff, tho detcrmi..n;ztion of their status would. frill 

within this competence of thb Secret~ryqknere.1. 

P,ftor an oxchange of vievfs, the members of the Commission 
ooncludod th?t thsy couJ:d, if need be, inform the Socret~~y-GonornJ. 
of theLr h2;itud.c in this mnttor, 

The meeting rose at 11.30 n,rIl, 


