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SUMMARY RECORD OF THE TWO‘HUNDRED AND SEVENTH MEETING

held at Government House, Jerusalem, on‘Friday
9 Narch 1951, at 10.30 a.m.

Present
Mr., de Boisanger (France) ' - Cheirman
Mr. Eralp¥ ' (Turkev)
Mr-. Palmer (United States)
ir. de Azcérate ' - Principal Secretary

* ¥ plternate

1. Draft memorandum concerning blocked accounts

The CHATIRMaN opened the discussion on the draft memorandum
concerning the ocuestion of blocked accounts which the Commission's
economic adviser had been reguested to prepare.

Mr. PALMFR (United States), after h:vine considered the
ouestion, wondered whether it would not be nreferable for the
time being to make an unoffiéial approach, rsther then to seize
. the competent British authorities officially of the question, as
had been contemplated. TIf the Commission agreed, he could prepsre
a draft letter to Mr. Furlong of the Department of Middle East
Lffairs of the Foreign Office, in which he mwight repeat the main
~points of the economic adviscr's memorandum =nd request Mr, Furlonz
to eive the Commission the fullest informetion concerning the
possible effects of the recent releasc of blocked sterlins to

Israel on the unfreezing of “rab accounts ir Israel banks.

This was agreed.




2 Draft reply to Mr, Saad's letter

The Commission considered the draft letter prepared by the
legal expert on compensation, in rerly to the reouest for
compensation addressed to the Commission by Mr. Sa2ad, and as &
model reply to all requests for compensation which might in future
be received by the Commission.

A discussion took place as to whether the Commission, in
its reply, shog}d‘limit itself to general statements, or whether,
on the other hand, it should tell the r efugees, to prepare to
submit to the Commission. estimrtes of the value of their property.

The CHAIRFAN thought that, although it was not advisable to
give the refugecs precise detrils which would give rise to vein
hopes, it was nevertheless necessary not to rsrly in terms which,
by being too evesive, might deter the refugees from nsking for
compensation for the property they left behind in Israel. It
was, in fact, these recqucsts for compensation, 2nd ths hopes which
they represented, which would reinforce the Cpommission's derand

for compznsation from the Government of Isrnzl.

Mr. P.LLMER (United States) appreciated the “hairman's view-
point, but felt that it would be unfortunatz if the refugees
were confused by being led to belicve that the assessment
of the total =zmount to be peid by Isracl on =account of compensa-
tion would be made on the bnsis of individu2l claims. The time
would comc when thosc claims could be considsred, but it scemed
to him to be prematurc to cousc thcm to be submitted at the

precsent time.,

Mr. ERALP (Turkey) felt thot the reply to the rcfugees should
refer first to the_resolution of 11 December 1948, then to the
resolution of 14 December 1950, and should state that by the terms
- of the latter resolution a new body had been created which would
make it possible for the Commission in the future to deal methodic-
21lly with the cuestion of compcnsation and would in due coursc
take Into nccount the individual clnims of rcfugeses,

The CHAIRMAN sugegested that Mr. Eralp and the legal expert
should bs entrusted with the tosk of rodrafting the lotter in the

light of thc remarks ~nd suge-.stions madc durine the discussion,

This was agreed.

3. Dr=2ft Progress Report

The Cormission commznced its concid.ration of the draft
Ninth Progress Report to the Scer:tory-Genzral, which h~d been

for




prepared by the Secretariat.

The CHAIRMAN and Mr. PALMER (United States) drew attention
to certsin changes which they felt it necessary to make in the
dreft. It was thereforc decided to instruct the feneral Committee
to redraft the text, by incorporating the drafting and substantive
changes which had been propcsed in the course of the discussion,
and to submit the amended text to the Commission for consideration

at its next meeting.

The meeting rose at 11.20 a.m,




