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SUY I RY_RCORD_OF THE TWC HUNDRED ;ND NINTH MEITING

b3 at Government House, Jerusalem, on Tuesday,
13 Merch 1951, at 11 a.m.

Zazsent Mr. e Roisanger  (France) - Chairman
Mr. aras (Turkey)
Mr. Palmer (United States) ‘
Mr. de Azearate - Principal Secretary.

1. Implurents:inn_of th: measures proposed in document COM,GEN/17 and
cpproved L7 the Cormission

The PRII>7 7.1 SECRET.RY recalled th=t the Commission had approved
four of the Tiv: points of the plan of work proposea by the Gencral Com-
mittse in Pewt 7o of its Report concerning the Future Activitics of the
Commission and its Refugee Office, and stated that those points could now
bz studizd and carried out immediately. The Principal Secretary therefore
721t that the >zst procedure would be to request thefGéneral Cormittee to
pabt the progreuie into operation.,  The, Commission might give the Committee
avpropriate insiructions in that comnection and request it to meke a report
for the Commission's next plenary me:zting.

The members of the Commission wers in unanimous agreement with the
Frinciprl Secretary's suggestions and invited the Gereral Committee to
neet thz folloring dav to make the necessary arrangements for putting its

plan of work into operation.

2. Study of the replies to_the questionnaire circulated by the Relief ard

works hAgenc7 to r:fugees living in camps

Mr. FISHER (Tolitical /dviser) informed the Commission of the results
0f the first s*atistical samplings carried out on two groups of 250 replies

subrittsd by refugsss to th: Relief and Works Agency's questionnaire.



Frem the f2rorn rooults it zppeared thot approximately forty per cent of
t¥.. refupcss wor. cloiming compencztion for property sbandoned in Israel.
lr, Fich.r z2dded thrt no titls de<ds nog besn submitted in support of those
plxiﬁs.

Mr. PiLMIR (Urnited Steot=s) stressed that the qusstionnaire had been
drawr up by th. Rolief and Works Ag;ncy with the object of estimating the
2pproximate rumber of refugecss wﬂo wéuld neéd assistance ot the time of
their resettlement, 2nd not'in ordar.to obtainﬂinfonnation p:rritting the
evalustion of the totsl sum which would eventually have to be paid as com-
pensation, o

.The CHAIRMAN observed that the study of the replies to the question-
noire would nuvertheless produce interesting dotz which might show the
Commission scme of the difficultius which would arise in th: exscution of
its task, and ¢nebl: it to work out th: most suitzble methods of ecstimating
the total =mount to be pzid by Isrscl ©s compensation. It could alresady
e fgrescan that the ;étimatc should not be baged on #he refugess' claims,
kut on informatioﬁ obtained from the crdastral registers, which.would makKe
it possibles to evrluate the arab property and the Jewish property in
Falestinz before thr events of 194¢.  The clgims Qf the refugees would
ﬁhep ; exrmined ard it could be ascertained to wha£ extent they corres;
ponded to the results of the carlier study. |

¥r. 4R.S (Turk:sy) remarked that such a procedure would be suiteble
for _valurting ths prozerty of rsfugcts who were unable to produc = docu-
merts préving their rronerty rights, buf it seesmed to him to be difficult
to cortest rights which refugees could support by producing tona fids title
desuds.

| My, P.IVIR (Urited Stat:s) ~erewd with the Cheirman that the pre-
liminsrgbstudiss should be bzsed or thc officisl eadastral rccords. - When
the time eam: to examine the in@iv*iugl claims of the refuge:s = distinction

could b: mede batwecr those who wer- ir o vosition to submit title deeds in



support of thcir claims ard thos: who, for one rezson or enothsr, wirs
unable to do so.

The PRINCIPAL SECRUT4RY pointed out that thes:z idzas had alrszdy
bezn put forwzrd in the second part of the Gensral Committe:'s Report.

The CHATRMAN thought thet before leaving, the members of the Com-
mission might fir the date of the next plenary meeting, after discussion,
it_was_decided that, barring an uncxpected change'in arrengemonts, the |
Commission's next plenary meeting would take place in Jerusalem on 23 Jpril

1951.

The Chairmen then handed ovsr the chzirmanship to Mr, Palmer (United

States).

The meeting rosc at 12,40 p.m.,

—— -



