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In reply to.a question from Mr. van Ketwich Verschuur;.who asked in
what way the Commission's plans would be likely to affecf £hé future opera-
tions’of the League, the CHAIRMAN replied that the questiqn waé é dif ficult
bne since the refugee problem was both a humanitarian'and A political'matter.
The Commissiop was'endeavouringﬂﬁo persuade the Goverrnment of Israel to
accept the principle laid down by thg General Assemﬁly;bthét refﬁgees should

~ be allowed to rsturn to their homes, and thut compensation shoﬁid be paid‘
for the property of: those not choosing‘to raturn, "He héﬁed that an affir~
mative answer would be forthcoming before thg Beirut confeyenca,‘and that
‘with such an answer the Arab States attending the coﬁfergﬁcé‘ﬁight then be
convinced of;the necessity of accepting a certain number gfrthe-féfﬁgees.
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The Chairman gave it as his personal Opinibn that the relief problem was
one wHiCh ﬁpuld extend several months beyond the period envisaged by the
.,Genéfai;Aééémbly; and that the League should give consideration to the probable
necessity of a second appeal for funds. |

Mr. de BOISANGER &ddud that the 81tuht10n Would be- much clearer after the
Beirut meetings, and th&t the Comm1551on WOuld keun tho"Lgague in touch with
the progress of its discussions.

Mr., wan KETWICH VERSCHUUR expressed.satisfaction‘at;the‘Chairmanﬂiwygption
of a second phage of relief Eperations, | He-eXplainéd, Howévéf;iﬁhat‘owing to
the 1imited funds available, his position was a difficult-oney the League
couid'not thssibiy QQntinue.operations after 31 August with the means at its
diqugql;;_ He;woﬁld‘preférré fairly'adequate‘relief'ﬁrogranm@‘exmending over
Ca shd£t~ﬁeri@d;.}éthef‘than a meager one of longer duration., Even at present
difficulty was being. experienced in the proper equipment of the camps.

In répiy‘ts.a Question from Mr, de Boisanger regarding the morale in the
camps, he said that the morale of the refugees deteriorated, and discontent and
agitatién increased; when the refugess had no occupation; there was great
need for a recreation programme and some teaching for the children, Morale
was géﬂer&ii& hiéhe;uin”the caﬁés in Tfanéjordan; where the refugeéshwéfe
allowed to work., o |

' Mr de BOISANGER p01nted out that mxny of the rciugees had left their
hémes' not because Israell forces had occupied the terrltory, but, becausa‘théy
had faared such occupatlon When the béundafiéé;weré eﬁéhtﬁaily defiﬁed,
many of these would return to thelr homus, it woﬁld tﬁéfefdfé‘nét‘be hucessary
to resettle the entire number of BO0,000 mentioned.by Mff Vgn'KetWicﬁ'Vérschuur.

V:The CﬁAIRMAN mentioned thé fact that the Commissioﬁ'hbped7to”aﬁail
itself of the services of a féfﬁgéé'eXpeft who wolld be able to advise on
problemé éonhéc£ed with perﬁahent resettlement.” =~ 7 7
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| Mr. van KETWICH VERSCHUUR hOped that the importance of the immedi.te

.rellef problem would not be 1oet s1ght of by those who were plannlng the long-
tern resettlement programme . He mentioned the fact that 500 refugees were

at present on their way'from Faluja to TranSJordan, 1n spite of the fact that
2,500 others were belng cared for by the Quakcrs in Gazaj; such an outward
movement constltuted a further oompllcatlon at the present stage of relief
:operatlons, and he wondered whether the Comm1551on could be of any aoelstance
in haltlng the movement, | R

In the 01rcumstances the CHAIRMAN dld not see how-any &uarantors of
safety of llfe and property could be glven to the Paluga refugees

In reply to a questlon from Mr, de Boisanger cbncernlng the part btlng
played by the Wbrld Health Organitation iQ the relief work; Mr. van KETWICH
‘VERSCHUUR pointed out that under the torms"oftthé“agreemenESWbetweentthe
United Nations and the specialized agencies, the latter worked only at the
request of an operating agency. The World Health Organization had becn asked
‘to co-operate in the present programme on «n emergency basis and in an
advisory capacity, and was assisting in the planning of an anti-malaria
campaign, wider organization and better contrel of smallpox vacelnation pro?
grammes ete.

The CHAIRMAN asked whether there were any committees in existence
representing the Palestine Arab refugees, and what was the extent of political
agitation in the camps. |

Mr. van KETWICH VERSCHUUR explained that while there were usually such
conmittees in the camps, they were largely unreliable and difficult to deal
with. There was little political agitation, although it was sometimes
evidenced when there was a lack of food..

In reply to a question from the Chairman concerning the preparation
of public opinion for a second appeal for relief funds, Mr., van KETWICH
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VERSOHUUR held ‘the viei that that activity was chiefly the responsibility of
SMp, Griffisiand the United Natibﬁs Relief for Palestine‘ﬁergees;"it was
the’ policy of the League, however, to participate in that work to the
' ‘gredtest extent pdssible;*fﬁrough'its‘éé”Mémber Covernments.
""" The CHATRMAN ‘expressed the hope that the League's representatives
WOuld'kéép in touch with the Commission durihg'andzﬁftér'ihé;Beirut meetings,
§ince the prdgreéé df the discussions thére should do much to clarify the
situation and orient the Commission's future plans. -

Mr. van KETWICH VERSCHUUR expressed the appreciabion of his organiza-
tion and of ﬂhéulntéfhaﬁional Commitﬁee of the Red Cross for thé opportunity

afforded its repfesentatiﬁms'tb'consulf with the Commission.

"The meeting rose at 11,30 aim,



