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In reply to,a question from Mr. van Ketwich V'erschuur, who asked in 

what way the Commission's plz~ns would be likely to affect the future opera- 

Lions of the League, the CHAIR~~GLN replied thiLt the question was a difficult 

one since the refugee problem was both a humnnitsrian and a politicnl'matter. . 

The Commission was endeavouring.to persuade the Government of Israel to 

accept the principle laid down by the General Assembly; that refugees should 

be allowed to r&urn to their homes, and thrit compensation should be paid 

for the property of those not choosing,to roturn. He hoped that an affir- 

mative answer would be forthcoming before the Beirut conference, 1:nd that 
..' ., 

with such an answer the Arab States att,ending the conference might then be 
: 

convinced of.the necessity of accepting a certain number of the refugees. 

/,The Chaixnan 



The Chairmxn gave it as his personal opinion that the relief problem WW 

: 
one which would extend several months beyond the period envisaged by the 

G;ene<il. Assembly, and that th e League should give considsrAti.on to the probable 

necessity of 3 second appeal for funds. 

Mr. de BOISANG~R 'tidde'& th3t 'th~~:"situ:Ition~ would ~bti~~much~clearer after the 
. 

. ..:; ,... :... _, ., . ‘, ,,. -,, 

Beirut meetings, ;tnd that..the Commissiqn would keep'the 
,. .,.,,,.' ,,..,,.., 
L,iague in touch with _.... .., . .__" . ..A ..,.. 

the progress of its discussions. 

Mr, van KETWICH VERSCHUUR expressed.satisfaction at :fhe Ch@man'.s mention '..". .,,.. "._ 

of A second phase of relief oper:itions. He explained, however,:,that owing to 

the limited funds avAilable, his position was' a difficultone; .the League 

could not ~ssibly'continue operations after 31 August with the *means at its 

disposr$.., He would prefer c?, fairly 'Adequ;lte.relief'progra~le extending over a.. 
r., 

a sh&t.perio.d, rather than a meager one of longer duration'; Even at present- 

difficulty was being.experienced in the proper equipment pf the camps. ::s/ , 

, In reply to a question from MP, de Boisanger rag:-irding the morale in the 

c.amps, he said that the morale of the refugees deteriorated, and discontent and 

agitation increased, when the refugec:s had no occupation; there was great 

need for a recreation programme and some teaching for tha children. Morale 
. . . 

was generally higher'in'ths camps in Transjordan, where the rafugees'were 
. / ., , ! :. 

allowed to work, 
., 

/ (_ .' . 
Mr. de BOISANGER pointed out 'that many of the ref~geesshad left their 

I ., 
homes, 

', I 
not because Israeli forces had occupied the territory, but because they 

,. . .,'( '.. 
had feared such occupation. When thr: boundaries were ev&ually defined, 

f * 
I ,.',. 

many of these would return to their homes; 
.,' : 

it would thtze:fore not be nticcssary 
. .i...). ,,, 

to resettle the entire number of 800,000 mentioned by i4Jis; van Ketwich Verschuur. 
.,: 

The Cl-IAIRMKN mentioned the fact that the Commission hoped'to'avail '. 
. . 

itself of the services of 4 refugee expert who would be able to'advise on 

problems connected with permanent resettlement'; ' ' 
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Mr. van KETWICH VERSCHUUR hoped that the importance of the immediate 
: 

relief problem would not be lost sight of by those who were planning the long- 
': 

term resettlement programme, He mentioned the fact that 500 refugees wert? 

at present on their way from Faluja to Transjordan, in spite of the fact that 

2,500 others were being cared for by the Quakers in Gaza; such an outward 
. . 

movement constituted a further complication at the present stage of relief 

op&atiok, and he wondered whether the Commission could be of any assistance 

in halting the movement, 
* 

In the circumstances, the CHAIRMAN did not see how any guarantees of 

safety of life and property cotlld be given to the Faluja refugees. 

In reply to a question from Mr. de Boisanger cbncerning the part being 
.’ 

played by the World Health Organiiation in the relief work; Mr, van KETWICH 
0 

~VERSCHUUR pointed out that, under the tetims -of t~e,agrc,amen~s,,,bet~een,the 

United Nations and the specialized agencies, the latter worked only at the 

request of an operating agency. The World Health Organizatlon had been asked 

to co-operate in the present programme on con emergency basis and in ran 
. 

advisory 'capacity, and was assisting in the plinning of an anti-malaria 

campaign, wider organizdtion anil. better control of smallpox vaccination pro- 

grammes etc. 

The CHAIMN asked whether there were any committees in existence 

representing the Palestine Arab refugees, and what was the extent of political 

agitation in the camps. 

Mr. van KETWICH VERSCHUUR explained that while there were usually such 

committees in the camps, they were largely unreliable and difficult to deal 

with. There was little political agitation, although it was sometimes 

evidenced when there was a l%ck of food. 

In reply to a question from the Chairman concerning the preparation 

of public opinion for a second appeal for ralief funds, Mr. van KETWICH 

/VERSCHUUR 
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VERSOHULJH held'the. vie+ that .th&t activity was chiefly the responsibility of 

.-.' Mr, Griff&',and the United Nations Relief for Poles-tirle"le~uge~s; "it was 

th&pqlicy- df the LeBgue; however,‘ te participate in that tiork to the 

'gre&kst extent possible.,' 'through'its 66 Member Governments, 

. . '. 
The C~IRI!I!Q$.'kxpressed the 'hope that the League's representatives ' 

would keep in touch with the Commission during and'af-tdr 'the Beirut meetings, 

"since the progress of the discussions there should do'much to clarify the 

. situation and orient the Commission's future plans. 
., .,'. 

Mr: van KETWICH VERSCHUUR expressed the appreciation of his organiza- 

tion and of t&e International Commi'ttce of the Red Cross 'for the opportunity 
I' .' 

afforded its representativ<::s t6 consult with the Commission. 
', .' 
-The me&ink rose at. 11.30 as.m. 

. . . '. " _, I 


