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rental values increased rapidly, and thus two adjoining 
buildings of identical construction might have a very'different 
market value, for the reason that' one of the buildings was 
rented in February 1940 'while the other was occupied by the 
owners at that date. It would therefore be necessary to 
find out the date at which each building was rented and to 
apply a different coefficient in each"case. 

The CHAIRMAN wished to remark that the question of applving 
a coefficient to'urban property appeared to be extremely 
complicated and would doubtless call for very extensive study 
.and research on the part of the land specialist, who might 
,be given time to carry out this study and inform the Commission * 
of the results when ready; In the meantime the Commission might 
give further study to' the question of rural.property. 

$I' r. ARAS (Turkey) stated that he had purposely'not 
mentioned the problem qf the coefficient. Valuation by 
capit?lization .of.tax assessments appeared to him to be the 
simplest method to apply, particularly in the East, where the 
rate of taxation varied according to whether the,owner lived 
in the. house or let it for rent. Perhaps Mr. Berncastle would 

. be able. to.find a m&hod of working out the coefficient by 
empirical.means involving.numerous experiments which would 
require some time,' 

! \ 
Mr. BF%NC;\STLE‘(L.and Sp,ecialist), in reply to the first 

question put by Mr. de Boisnnger, stated that as regards urbaz 
property, he personally felt that valuation on the basis of 
tax assessments would produce a result which would be extreme.-: 
low in c,omparison with the actual market v-Aue. However, if 
Israel were informed th$t the valu?tion on the basis of taxnt;;>n 

, had been weighted'by the application of a coefficient, it was 
highly probable that the Israel authorities would object on 
the grounds that v,aluation for taxation purposes was carried '., 
out in a very democratic way by a competent committee whose 
duty was to assess the market value of the property. 

With reference to Mr. de Boisanger's second question, : 

namely, whether it would be possible to combine methods B and :, 
E, Mr. Berncastle felt that it would, be extremely difficult 
to do that in the case of urban property. The value of urban ; 
property did not depend so much on the mnterial employed in 
the construction of the building as on the importance of the 
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town in which.thc building was situn>ti and 21~0, on how fn.vournble 

. the exact siturttion of .thc building wasin th8t town. i ,_ . . . . 
Yr. de BOIS!J1GER (France) st,yted that he was particulnrly 

anxious to know whether, in working out a coefficient for urban 
+roperty, the, possibility of replacing thnt property in any other 
couqtry might ‘ndt -be tnken"into account, and for that rensori it : 
seemed tq him‘to bo i;fiterest'ing to take into consideration the 
value of the property from n general point of view. 

~ lW. BFXWbSTLE (Land'Specinlist) felt that such a procedure 
would be difficu1.t to czrry out, because of,the .difficulty of 

. . -comp?ring a building iri a crivcn situation in a given town with 
ons in a quite differerit town. % 

., The CH!LIRMf'iN'thought that it could be assumed from the 
.exchangd of views that the Commissi'on agreed that the best method s 
~f.,Y?l~uzti-on would be one comb.in%ng methods B ';rnd E. This question 

.,cpuld. be- 'further studied, while IW. Bcrncastle would continue to 
*. examine- the possibility of applying a coefficient to urb,?n property. 
~ The whole question could then be r,e-examined when the Head of the 

. Office took up his functions i]n Jerusrllem. 
. 

~ Kr: FISHER (Politic31 Adviser") thought thnt it would be 
' p&fe'r?ble to nwnit the 'result or Mr, Berncnstle's'studies. It 

. ! might'bec6m& 'evident from those'&udies'that the 'proportion of 
urban property was very small in co6pnrison with rural property, 
in which cesethe; applic?ticn- of ..h coefficient'would not hr?ve so 
much importance: ': 

: 
- , . '. Xti.' AgAS ('T&key) stated that by a.glob,?l estimate he 

,. ~ unhez+stood'nn estimate representing the .tot.ql of the individull 
.-,. * Wluat2on4.' That && a point which h,e wished to stress. : , ' : : 

" The CH;,IRWN asked whether 14~. Beticastle could say : 
'~&ro~x~~~a~ely, ho!c long it.would tgke him to retch a global ,. 'i. 
estim2te..; ‘: ..~ ,. 

: :Mr. BERKCI,STLE '(Lnnd Specialist) explained that as f?r ,?s' 
ru?al property wzs concerned it would t,?ke him only a rel;l.tively 
shqrt time, sa'y,?bout two weeks, to re?ch 2 qlobnl estimate. On . 
the.other'hnnd, for urban property the time reqliired would be 
much I_onge.r', ,?s the'reseqrch work would be csmplicqted unless 
the Custodinn,.of Absentee Property, I?!ho had prob-?,bly already 

c: compi1ed.a list of-such property,' ?-greed to provide -? copy cf 
that list.. 
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discussed at the previous day's meeting. In particular, the 
-  ̂ .._ 

qu-e.stion of the relations~ip"b~tween ES@eY-ls;;lti6ti snd ._-. 
rtiintc,rrrtion hrtd been discussed, and from the eschrnge of views 
which took plnce it was clear that,the staff of the Relief ?nd 
~JJorks ;gency no longer thought - if they ever had thought - 
thqt th;: fundsfaccruing from compensat?on could be paid en bloc -- 
into the Reintegration Fund. The question of the legal represen- 
tation of the refugees had also been discussed but owing to the 
complexity of.the problem it had been agreed that the two bodies 
mould study it sep,-rrltcly and‘discuss it again (at a later 
meeting, 3 

: The Principal Secretary stated in conclwion. that the legal 
adviser would prepare summary records-of.futu,re conversations., 
as hz had done for th,r,t which had just tnkein plzc'e, and 
ctimmunic?te them' to the members of the Commission. 

The CHAIRMAIM w=?s glad to hear that collaboration between 
the Commissionand the Relief nnd'Wor'ks Agency at expert level 

'. 
,had been arranged. 

Eefore clysing the meeting he stated that his period of ..', ,., - _ _ of+%ce;--as- C-h+rrrfan-.-c-ame to an endAh&4ayYF- and: he *herefore 
passe6 the chairmanship to Mr. ."_. . - _. 

kras, representative of Turkey, .. ,, 
. . 

The meeting rose at 12,&S p-m-. 
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